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THE PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS OF H.M. KING PAUL
OF THE HELLENES

It is fortunate for Greece that H.M. King Paul of the
Hellenes, while completely dedicafed to his constitutional duties,
has. for many years unceasingly followed the development of
science, and has continuously studied the great philosophical -
problems. His leaning towards philosophy has solid foundations.
King Paul is not one of those Monarchs who have enjoyed a serene
and carefree life. From an early age he was obliged %o direct his
toughts not only to the general problems of mankind, but, also,
towards the grest and crucisl problems of man's individual life,
because he himself had to.-suffer much personal sorrow. He
experienced an unjust exile and calumny, and for many years he
was obliged to be silent. But even when the hour of vindication
came and his Royal rights were restored, he had o live through
tragic and crucisl times alongside his people.

Pain is the great motive for philopophical study, and the
King has experienced pain many times in his life.

Moreover, the high office which he fulfils forces him to
live a solitary life, which may also attract a men towards pure
Theory and Metaphysics. The more the King's years advance,..the
more-does a concrete philosophy crystallize in him, a philosophy
of which, he himself has stated some of the basie principless

For King Paul the truth, the essence of life, does not
lie within the material and visible world, but in an invisible,
spiritual world, the material world being only a modus of the
spiritual one. On this point, he follovs the great lines of
Greek philosophy and the Christian doctrine.

Bdch man perticipates in this spiritual essence of life
and, thoough it, each man participates in the life of the Divine.
King Paul particularly stresses, using quotations from the
Gospels, the presence of the Divine in each man and, conversely,
the participation of man in the life of the Divine. It is from this
participation of all in the one life of spirit, that springs the
basic concept of the King's philosophy: the concept of union.

This union has two aspects, it is the union of man with
God and it is also the union of all mén in God.

It is this latter which determines the moral philosophy
of His Majesty. Men in their inter-relations must be ruled by
this thought, that they compose a union in God. The consequence
of this union is that among them must prevail love, in the
Christian acceptation of the word.

If in the reletions between individuals as well as peoples
the principle of love is dominent, then the trials which plague
mankind will venish, and mankind united will be able to throw
itself into the development-of all virtues and powers which the
Almighty has bestowed on it.

s
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The prerequisite of this union 1is the conception that the
essence of life does not exist in the visible and material world,
but, mainly, in the invisible snd spiritual. King Paul stresses
particularly that this principlée was proclaimed by thé Greek
philosophers, -by Jesus Christ and, subsequently, by the Fathers
of ‘the ‘Church.

And now, it is Science that brings in new evidence to
support this truth. Science has arrived at & point where it is
able to prove, particularly after the splitting of the atom,

' that what is called matter is simply a post-phenomenon (secondary
phenomenon). In fact, matter is nothing but the manifestation of
a non-material energy, and this energy has not that relationship
with ‘the materisl and visible world which the majority of people
imagine it has.

It is therefore obvious that King Paul, having formulated
this premise, is opposed to any materialistic theory, concerning
either the interpretation of the physical world or the interpret-
ation of history and human society.

Thé belief of ‘the King in the principles of the Christian
religion &nd his opposition to the theories of dialectical
naterialism are not more casual manifestations of his spirit.
They aré the corollary of disciplined thinking and of & long
series of deductions.

It is a Happy fact for the Greek people that the throne
is occupied by a King who, by profound conviction, believes in
‘the principles of Christianity and’'also in a philosphical system
of ideas. A system which permanently ranges the Greek nation
against any policies inspired by materialistic theorie.

Athens, November 24, 1958.
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