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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

FOUNDED 1881 www.ascsa.edu.gr

January 24, 2019

Dear Colleague,

Thank you for agreeing to arrange for the administration and invigilation of the Regular
Membership/Fellowship exam for the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. If you
have not already been in touch, please contact your candidate(s) to arrange for the exact time and
place of the exam, and to arrange for the use of an appropriate computer. I have enclosed an
instruction sheet for the exam-takers (with an extra copy for your reference) that you may want
to distribute in advance. Candidates have already been contacted by e-mail about this.

All exams are to be given on Saturday, February 2, 2019. All candidates must take two of the
four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History, Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek
Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although candidates stated on their applications which
exams they wished to take, we are including all exams. Please make sure that all applicants are
given the opportunity to review all exams and all questions on the exams before deciding which
two exams they will choose to take.

I leave to your discretion the exact scheduling of the exams and also the exact style of
invigilation. Most proctors do not find it practical or necessary to “sit over” a student for four
hours. The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write
their examinations as Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken
arms and other problems.) When you make arrangements with the candidate(s) about time and
place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for use of a computer that has neither files
useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st century technology, the latter
may in some instances simply be the candidate’s commitment not to log on to the Internet during
each exam, but you will need to come to an agreement with the candidate ahead of time. We also
ask that a candidate not have a cell phone in the room during the exams.

At the end of each exam, the candidate will give or send you a Word file for that exam. When the
candidate has completed both exams, please print out a hard copy of the two files, in case
something should go awry, and then send the Word file to "application@ascsa.org" as
attachments to an e-mail by Monday, February 4.

Please glance over the files; we have instructed the candidates to give the files names such as
“JonesGrk™ and “SchlieHist” and to put their own names only on a cover sheet or at the top of
the first page. All names and other identifying information will be removed in Princeton, before
the files are sent to the members of the Committee for scoring.
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If a candidate has what you judge to be a legitimate reason why she/he cannot write the exam on
a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with Alicia Dissinger (adissinger(@ascsa.org) who
will send out alternate instructions.

The committee has worked hard to make the exams clear, fair, and error-free. If there is any last-
minute panic over ambiguity, students should do the best they can, briefly stating how they have
chosen to interpret or answer a question they find confusing. Students should be reassured that
we give partial credit.

Please feel free to contact me by e-mail during the week before the exam if there is anything I
can do to help. In case of problems that arise during the actual exam, I shall be available between
9 am. and 5 p.m. EST at (484) 557-2086 (cell) on test day, February 2; you may also e-mail me
at jmcinern@sas.upenn.edu with any last minute questions. I thank you on behalf of the
Committee and the School for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships

Enclosures
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Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions may be glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 5 of 15 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 essay topics. Please read the
whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2019

COPY FOR PROCTOR
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Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions may be glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 5 of 15 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 essay topics. Please read the
whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2019

COPY FOR STUDENT
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination 2019

Examination in Greek

Time: 2 hours

Instructions: Translate two (2) of the following passages, one poetry, one prose (50
points each).

Poetry, Passage 1: Homeric Hymn To Hermes 13-38:
The precocity of Hermes

.. Kol TOT €yeivato naida ToAUTpoToV, altpvAourtny,
Anwotiip’, éAatfipa fodv, nyrtop’ dvelpwy,
VUKTOG 0NN THp, TUANdOKOV, O¢ Tay EUeAlev
au@avéely kKAuta €pya pet abavdtoiot Oeoiotv.
N&OG YEYOVWG Uéow Tuatt EyKi0dpilev,
goméplog Poldc kAEPev EknPdiov ATOAAwVOG
TETPAdL Tfj TPOTEPN, TH U1V TEKE TTOTVIX Mada.

0¢ kai, ne1dn untpog &’ dBavdtwv B6pe yuiwv,
OUKETL dnpOv EKELTO PEVWV 1ep® €V ATKVW,

GAN 6 Y dvaiag (el féag AtdAAwvOC

o0d0OV UmepPaivwv DPnpe@éog dvtporo.

EvOa xéAuv e0pwV €kThoato pupiov SABov:
‘EpUfiG TO1 TPpWTLoTa XEALV TEKTHVAT &0100V:

1l p& o1 dvtePdAnoev € avAeinot BVpnot
Pookouévn mpomdpoife déuwv EpiOnAéa moinv,
oaOAa ooty Patvovoa: Atdg & €p1odviog vidg
aBprioag éyéAaooe kal avtika udbov Eetme:
oUuPolov fdn pot péy’ dvrotuov: ovk dvotdlw.
Xaipe, unv €pdecoa, xopoltume, daitdg Etaipn,
&omaoin npogaveion: T6Oev 168 KaAdV &Ovpua
aidAov Gotpakov €600 XEAUG Gpeat {Wovaa;

AN ofow 0" £¢ d@ux AaPdv: BpeAdg T1 yot €oon,
o0y’ amotiufiow: oV 8¢ e TPWTIOTOV OVHOELS
ofkor BéAtepov givat, émel PAaPepdv T6 B0pn@1v:
1 Y&p émnAvsing moAvmriuovoc éoosat #xua
(wova™: v 8¢ Bavng, Téte Kev UdAa KaAov Geidoic.



Poetry, Passage 2: Euripides, Iphigeneia in Tauris 1437-1467
Athena’s orders to Thoas and Orestes

nadoot SWKWV Pedud T E€0pudV 0TPATOD:
nenpwuévog yap Beogdtoiot Aoiov

debp’ A0 "0péotng, TéV T Eptviwyv xéAov
@eVYwWV GOeAQTIG T "Apyog EoTéuPwv d€uag
&yaAud 0’ iepov i éunv &€wv x06va,

TOV VOV TOPOVTWY TNUATWY GVapuxdg.
TPOG eV o€ 68 UiV ubog: 6v & dmokTeveiv
dokeic Opéotny movtiw AaPwv odAw,

fon Mooeld®OV xdp1v Eunv dxvUovVa
novToL tibnot vita mopOuevelv TAdty.
uabav &', ’0péota, TAC EUAC EMOTOAGG —
KAVELG Yap avdNV Kainep ov mapwv Oedg —
XxWpet Aafwv dyaApua c0yyovdv te orjv.
Stav & ABrjvag tag Beoduntoug uoAng,
X®OpO¢ T1g £otiv 'AtBidog Tpdg EoxdTolg
Spotat, yeitwv de1pddog Kapuotiag,

1epA¢, AAAG viv oUUOG Ovoudlel Aewg:
gvtatba tev€ag vaov 1dpuoat Ppétac,
EMWVUUOV VTG TALPIKAG TOVWV TE 6QV,
ob¢ €€eudxBe1g epimoA@v kab EANGSa
olotpoig Eptvowv. "Aptepty 8¢ viv Ppotol
70 Aomov vuvnoovat TavpomoAov Bedv.
vouov te B¢ TOVY: Stav 0ptdln Aewg,
TfiG ofi¢ o@ayfi¢ drowv’ émoxétw ElPog
8épn mpoc &vdpdc aiud T éaviétw,

ootag €katt Bed 0’ Omwg TIHaG €xn.

og & AUl oeuvdag, Teryévela, KAIHaKag
Bpavpwviag d¢l e kAndovxeiv Oed:

00 kal teBdPn katdavodoa, kai TéETAWY
dyaAuda cot Oncovaoty e0TRVOLS DPAG,

G OV YOVOAKEG €V TOKOLG PUXOPPAYETG
Anwao’ €v oikoig.
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Poetry, Passage 3: Christopher of Mytilene, On the Inequality of Life
We all have the same nature, so why is life so unfair?

o

15

Aixata TadTa, Anwovpyé pov Adye,

ANAOY pev givan mdvtag avBpdmovg fva

Kat XoOv 10V ad1év, dAd& kal ooy piav,
TeAely 8¢ Twg dvicov avtoig 1oV Biov;

Nai val otdow Ta ndvra ndviwg odk £xel,
Evaldayfy TAY TpayudTwy, T@¢ Kail TOTE;
Kév yap denoyy ovatpagévra tov fiov
koxAovg ENitterv Baxyixfg dratiag,

£v utv xdiowg mhovoions # popiotg

elg SvoTvyoug ovyKkaTEOL TOlg KdTW,

&v & ad mévnow aBhiows Tpiopupiorg

TPElG £OTPpayodaL kal YivovTal 1@V dvw.
Té Tob Swcaiov Thxopal {RAw, Adye,

kal tadta pdg ot POy yopat tov AsondTny,
ad & AN dvaoyov pakpoBopdy, dg 0o,
Kat T@Y EP@Y dKOVE VOV YOYYvoudTwy.

M) tov pev adtog Emhacag Taig yepol cov,
TovTov 8¢ WAdoTNg dAAog; "H Ti Aextéov,
Odx €pya tav cwv mavTeg eiol SakrvAwy;
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Prose, Passage 1: Herodotus 2.4.1-4
The Accomplishments of the Egyptians and conditions in Egypt

Soa 8¢ dvOpwmrta mpryuata, wde EAeyov duoloyéovteg ogiot, mpwroug Atyvrtioug
avOPOTWV ATdvTwY EEEVPETV TOV EVIAUTOV, SuWdeKa UEpea daoaUEVOLS TOV WPEWV
£¢ a0TOV: Talta 8¢ €€cvpelv €k TOV doTépwV EAeyov: dyouot 8¢ Too® de 6oPWTEPOV
‘EAMvVwV, éuol dokéety, Gow “EAANveG pev d1a tpitov €teog éuPdAipov éneuPdAlovot
TOV WPEWV €TVEKEV, AlyOTTIOL O€ TPINKOVTNUEPOLG dyOoVTEG TOUC duddeka ufjvag
€ndyovot ava av £to¢ mévte NuEpag mdpe€ tod aptduod, Kal 6@t 0 KOKAOG TOV WPEWV
£C TOULTO MEPUMV TTApaylveTat. SVWIEKE Te D@V Enwvupiag EAeyov TPWTOUG
Atyvrtiovg voutoat kai “EAAnvag mapa o@éwv dvalafeiv, Bwpovg te kat

aydApata Kai vioug Oeoiot amoveipat o@éag Tpwtoug Kai (Mo ev AlBoiot éyyAvyat.
Kal TOUTWV UEV VUV Ta TIAEW Epyw €31Aouv oUtw yevdueva. BactAeboat 8¢

np&Tov Atyumtov &vBpwrov EAeyov Miva: £mti tovtov, ATV To0 Onfaikod vouod,
ndoav Afyvrntov eivan £hog, kail adThig eivat 008&v Umepéyov TGV VOV #FvepBe Aiuvng
TG Mo1p10G €6VTWYV, €G TNV AVATA00G G410 BaAdooNG ENTA NUEPEWV €0TL AV TOV
motaudv. kai €0 ot é8keov Aéyerv epl Tic xWdpng: SAAa yap 81 kad uf mpoakovoavTi
1d6vti 8¢, Sotig ye oOveoty Exet, 6Tt Alyutog, ¢ thv “EAAnveg vavtidovrat, €oti
Atyvrtiotot EniktnTdc te yij Kai ddpov To0 ToTapo, Kail T& katOmepOe £T1 TG

AMuvng tadTng uéxpt TPIOV NUepEwv TAGoL, TG TEPL EKETVOL 0VJEY ET1

1016vd¢e EAeyov, £oTi O¢ €Tepov TO1OVOE.

Prose, Passage 2: Lysias, Against the Grain-Dealers 22.2-5.

Lysias cross examines a grain-dealer.

ene1dr) yap ol mputdvelg anédooav €ig TV PovAnv nepi abT@OV, 0UTWG

wpyloOnoav avtoig, Wote EAeyOV TIVEC TWV PNTOPWV WG AKPITOUG abTOVS XPT|

toic évdeka mapadodvat Bavdtw (nuidoat. yodusvos 8¢ yw Se1vdv eivan Totadta
¢01Ce0Bon moteiv v BovAr}v, dvaoTdc eimov &t1 uot Sokoin kpiverv ToLg orromwAag
Katd TOV véuov, vouilwv, i uév elorv & Oavdtov eipyacuévor, Dudc ovdév frtov
NUOV yvwoeodat T dikata, €i 8¢ undev &dikoTotv, ov deiv avToUg dKpitovg
anoAwAévat. tetobeiong 8¢ th¢ PouvAfic Tadta, StaPAAAety énexeipouvv ue AEyovTeg WG
EYW 0WTNPLAG EVEKA TG TOV G1TOTWADY TOUG AGYOUG TOUTOUG ETOLOVUNV. TIPOG UEV
00V BovAry, 8T Av adToic 1 kpiog, épyw dmeAoynodunv: TV ydp dAAwv fovxiav
YOV TV AVaoTAG 0TV KATNYOPOLV, KAl TTAGL PAVEPOV £T0INoa 0Tt 0UX UTEP TOUTWV
E\eyov, GANX TOiC VOUOIC TOTC Keuévolg éBorBouv. RpEduny udv obv ToUTwV EVeKa,
dediwg tag aitiag: aioxpov & fyoduat tpdtepov mavoacdat, Tpiv &v DUEIG Tepl aLTOV
8 1 &v PovAnoOe Ymneionode. kai mpdTov uév dvdpnrte. eint o Euoi, uéroikog &i;
‘vai.” YeTOIKETG 8¢ MdTEPOV WG TELGOUEVOS TOTG VOUOLG TOIG TFC TOAEWG, | WC TOoWV
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8 T &v BovAn; ‘w¢ meroduevog.” AAo t1 00V § d€101¢ dmodavely, el T1 temoinkac Topd
Tobg véuoug, ¢’ oic Bdvartoc 1) {nuia; ‘Fywye:’ dndkprvon 81 pot, ei duoAoyeic mAeiw
oitov cuumpiacOot meVTAKOVTA POpUDY, WV O VOuoC éEsivat keAeveL. ‘Eyw TGOV
dpXSVTWV KEAELOVTWVY oLVETPIEUNY.’ édv v Toivuv dmodeifn, o &vdpeg Sikaotad,
WG £€0T1 VOUOC 0C KEAEVEL TOUG O1TOTWAAG 6LVWVETGHAL TOV 6TTOV, £XV Ol APXOVTEC
keAebworv, armoPneicacde: ei 8¢ un, dikatov LUAC kKataPneicacdat. NUEIC yap LUIV
napeoxOueda TOV vouov, 6¢ drayopevet undéva TV £v i mdAel MAgiw oitov
TEVTNKOVTA QOPUGDV GUVWVETGOAL.

Prose, Passage 3: Eusebius, Historia ecclesiastica 6.1.1-2.1
The Severan Persecutions

Q¢ 8¢ Kai Zevfipog S1wyHOV KaTd TOV EKKANGLOV EKIVEL, AAUTPA UEV TGOV

Umep e0oefelag AOANTOV KATA TEVTA TOTOV ATETEAEITO HAPTOPLX, UAALOTX

O’ émAriBuev € AAe€avdpeiag, TOV it Alyomtov kai OnPaidog andong avtdo
womep i péyrotov dOANTOV B0l napaneunouévwy otddiov did
KAPTEPIKWTATNG TE TOKIAWV Pacdvwv kol BavdTov Tpdmwv DTOUOVTG TOUS
mopd B oTEPEVOUG dvadouuévwy: v oi¢ kal Aewvidng, 6 Aeyduevog
"Qpryévoug Tathp, THV KEQAATV drnotundeic, véov koudi] kataAeinel tov

moida: 8¢ 81 dmolag €€ ékefvou mepl TOV Befov Adyov mpoatpéoswg v, o0k
dxarpov S1d Ppayéwv S1eA0eiv T¢ udAiota ToAdV givat Tapd Toi¢ ToAAoiG

oV et adTob Pefonuévov Adyov. moAAd uév obv &v Tig eimot TOV flov Tod dvdpdg
&v oxoMfi tapadodvar Sidypagfic Telpwuevoe, Séotto § &v kal 1iac vmobécewnc 1
Tepl a0To0 cUVTALLIS: SUWC 8 NUETG €1l To0 TapOVTOC EMTEUOUEVOL TX TAETOTA
81 Bpaxéwv WG 0idv T, OMya dtta TGV Tept adTdV SieAevodueda, £k TIVWV
EMOTOAQV Kal lotopiag TOV Kal €i¢ NUAC T@ Plw TepuAayuévwv avtol
YVwpiuwv T dnAovdueva QEPOVTEC.
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2019

Time: 2 hours
Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.

In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points|. Identify five (5) of the following fifteen terms,
being sure to explain the chief significance of the term.

Methone coastscape Stoa Poikile
Kleophrades Painter Corycian Cave cire perdue
Kariye Camii Ayios Stephanos Molyvoti

Alice Kober Eastern Sigillata A Demosion Sema
Least Cost Path Analysis geison Kato Zakro

Part II: Essays [value, 75 points] Answer three (3) questions, trying to show as broad a
range of knowledge (chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.

1. Discuss the evidence for feasting from Mycenaean palace sites. What role did
feasting play in the social order of Mycenaean society?

2. Population movement in the ancient Greek world came in a variety of forms: raiding,
migration, and colonization each contributed to the movement of populations. What
factors shaped these phenomena, and to what degree did conditions in different
regions of the Mediterranean world affect these processes?

3. The term ‘Orientalizing’ was developed to denote a particular style of Greek vase
painting that appears to show significant influence from the art of western Asia.
However, the nature of Greek interaction with western Asia in the early first
millennium BCE has undergone a significant revision in recent decades. Discuss
what ‘Orientalizing’ means today in light of our current understanding of Greek-
western Asia relations. Is an ‘Orientalizing’ style of Greek vase painting still a valid
concept?

4. Digitized antiquity: offer two to three specific case studies of digital approaches to
antiquity — network analysis, GIS, Least Cost Pathways — and gauge their
contributions to the reconstruction of the ancient world based on more traditional
approaches. Pay particular attention to caveats and lacunae as well as new frontiers.

5. Evolution of the male form: offer a critical analysis of the depiction of the male form
in Greek sculpture, from the eatliest kouroi to Lysippos’ Weary Herakles. Through
what means can we reconstruct the contexts of production and display; what critical
paradigms have been brought to bear on the evolution of this form?



10.

11.
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How has archaeology contributed to our understanding of Herodotus’s treatment of
non-Greek cultural groups (such as the Lydians, Egyptians, and Scythians)?

How do the architectural developments in the Athenian Agora during the Hellenistic
and Roman periods reflect the changing political status of Athens during this time?

Discuss the later temple of Apollo at Didyma in the context of larger trends in the
development of Hellenistic Greek sacred architecture.

A recent focus of much scholarship has been the question of colour in ancient Greek
art. In what ways has our understanding of Greek art been deepened by the study of
colour?

It has been argued that the end of the ancient world by 700 AD is visible in the
archaeological record with the disappearance of the Roman peristyle house, no
examples of which were built after 550 AD. Discuss the most significant changes in
domestic architecture in the eastern Mediterranean of the later Roman world and
locate these in changing patterns of patronage and the display of wealth. In your
answer you may wish to concentrate on one region such as Achaea, Macedonia or
Asia Minor.

Is it possible to write a subaltern history of Byzantium? What evidence allows us to
reconstruct the lives of non-elite groups in the Greek world between 300 and 1500
AD? In your answer you may focus on Byzantine institutions such as the Games, or
on specific regions such as the Morea.
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek History 2019

Time: 2 hours

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points|. Identify five (5) of the following fifteen terms,
being sure to explain the chief significance of the term.

naukrariai Thersilion Oath of Plataea
William of Moerbeke antidosis 3" Sacred War
Epaminondas Elateia hierothytes
Battle of Manzikert Naukratis Harpalus
Judah Maccabaeus Hypatia psephisma

Part II: Essays [value, 75 points| Answer three (3) questions, trying to show as broad a
range of knowledge (chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.

1. How have the Linear B archives enabled consideration of social, ritual and economic
dynamics within the Mycenaean context? Characterize advances within each of these
categories; offer caveats as well as your judgment of the most productive recent
work.

2. With reference to specific examples of Greek colonies in the West and in the Black
Sea founded between the 8" to the 6™ centuties BC, discuss the different models for
colonial expansion that can be used to explain the phenomenon of colonization.

3. Discuss the utility of aggregative and oppositional models of identity
formation/maintenance for understanding the development of local and/or regional
identities in the ancient Greek world (broadly understood: LBA-Byzantine). Base
your response on a consideration of specific case studies; engage with pertinent
recent scholarship.

4. Assess the role of the Persian king in Greek affairs between 431 and 386 BC. Is there
evidence of a consistent policy, or did particular factors drive specific decisions?

5 How valuable is Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood’s theory of polis-religion in explaining
the centrality of religious actions to the construction of the polis? What
modifications, if any, would you propose to her model?

0. The last generation has seen a significant revision of our understanding of the Greek
economy. With reference to such theoretical positions as New Institutional
Economics (NIE), what have we learned with respect to the economy of ancient
Greece?

7. What was the role of euergetism in Greek culture? Should it be interpreted as an
economic mechanism, designed to guarantee elite support for the financing of public
life, or is it a social mechanism whose purpose was to promote stability and civic
engagement?



8.

10.

SAMPLE

Discuss the impact of P. Horden and N. Purcell’s The Corrupting Sea on the modern
historiography of the ancient Greek world (broadly understood: LBA-Byzantine).
Base your response on a consideration of specific case studies.

Argue in support or contest the utility of the traditional segmentation of ancient
Greek history into discrete Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic, Roman/Imperial, and
Byzantine periods. Base your response on a consideration of specific case studies;
engage with pertinent recent scholarship.

Byzantine court culture was characterized by a vast range of titles, paraphernalia, and
ranks, providing the setting for a dizzying array of elaborately choreographed rituals.
Why did this evolve and what function did it serve within the Byzantine empire?



SAMPLE

American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Literature 2019

Time: 2 hours
Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge

(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points|. Identify five (5) of the following fifteen terms,
being sure to explain the chief significance of the term.

anacoluthon Porson’s Law Zosimus
Eteocles Parmenides Pherekydes
Bacchylides prooimion ethopoeia
Palaephatus epic simile Phrynichus
Cyclops Aelian praeteritio

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points| Answer three (3) of the following questions.

1. Compare ethical concepts prominent in the Homeric poems to those important in the
poetry ascribed to Hesiod. In what ways are they similar and in what ways do they differ?

2. It has often been observed that Greek tragedies excel in forcing contradictory value
systems into confrontation, offering unsatisfactory and problematic resolutions. Choose
one Aeschylean and one Sophoclean play and discuss the plays' denouements. Evaluate
the concept of resolution in light of the plays' endings

3. There has been a great deal of recent discussion of the satyr play and its relation to
both tragedy and comedy, with some scholars claiming a ‘fire-wall’ existed between
comedy and satyr play, while others have detected generic rivalry. What is the
relationship between the different theatrical genres?

4. How useful is the schema “Old” / “Middle” / “New” for understanding the
development of Attic comedy in the fifth and fourth centuries BCE?

5. Discuss the impact of A. Momigliano’s A/ien Wisdom: The Limits of Hellenization on
modern scholarship on the development of ancient Greek historiography. Base your
response on consideration of specific case studies; engage with relevant pre- and post-
Momigliano scholarship.

6. The Library at Alexandria: in what ways are the literary productions of the
Alexandrians — Callimachus, Theocritus, Apollonius of Rhodes and their contemporaries
- consistent with their classical antecedents, and in what ways do they open new avenues
for expression consonant with their era?

7. Talk like a man (or like a woman): discuss the emergence of the art of oratory as
recoverable from the Greek literary record. In your answer be sure to distinguish
between oratory and rhetoric. You may limit your answer to either the Classical period or
the Roman period.



SAMPLE

8. Second Sophistic: how does the Second Sophistic respond to its historical context;
who are its chief representatives, and how does it shed light on the Roman construction
of the Greek past?

9. “The new folios of Dexippos (BNJ 100) underscore a key feature of Greek
historiography in the Roman period: it followed slavishly the models established by
historians of the Classical age (especially Thucydides and Xenophon), rendering it
virtually useless as a guide to contemporary events.” Discuss, and in your answer
consider Arrian’s relationship to Xenophon.

10. It has recently been observed that “with the notable exception of Eustathios of
Thessalonike, Byzantine grammarians, lexicographers, and philologists did not show
much interest in the development of their own living language.” How are we to account
for the divorce between living Greek and the study of literary Greek in the Byzantine
world?
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