AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

FOUNDED 1881 WWW.ASCSA.EDU.GR

January 24, 2020

Dear Colleague,

Thank you for agreeing to arrange for the administration and invigilation of the Regular
Membership/Fellowship exam for the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. If you
have not already been in touch, please contact your candidate(s) to arrange for the exact time and
place of the exam, and to arrange for the use of an appropriate computer. I have enclosed an
instruction sheet for the exam-takers (with an extra copy for your reference) that you may want
to distribute in advance. Candidates have already been contacted by e-mail about this.

All exams are to be given on Saturday, February 1, 2020. All candidates must take two of the
four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History, Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek
Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although candidates stated on their applications which
exams they wished to take, we are including all exams. Please make sure that all applicants are
given the opportunity to review all exams and all questions on the exams before deciding which
two exams they will choose to take.

I leave to your discretion the exact scheduling of the exams and also the exact style of
invigilation. Most proctors do not find it practical or necessary to “sit over” a student for four
hours. The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write
their examinations as Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken
arms and other problems.) When you make arrangements with the candidate(s) about time and
place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for use of a computer that has neither files
useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st century technology, the latter
may in some instances simply be the candidate’s commitment not to log on to the Internet during
each exam, but you will need to come to an agreement with the candidate ahead of time. We also
ask that a candidate not have a cell phone in the room during the exams.

At the end of each exam, the candidate will give or send you a Word file for that exam. When the
candidate has completed both exams, please print out a hard copy of the two files, in case
something should go awry, and then send the Word file to "application@ascsa.org" as
attachments to an e-mail by Monday, February 3.

Please glance over the files; we have instructed the candidates to give the files names such as
“JonesGrk™ and “SchlieHist” and to put their own names only on a cover sheet or at the top of
the first page. All names and other identifying information will be removed in Princeton, before
the files are sent to the members of the Committee for scoring.



If a candidate has what you judge to be a legitimate reason why she/he cannot write the exam on
a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who
will send out alternate instructions.

The committee has worked hard to make the exams clear, fair, and error-free. If there is any last-
minute panic over ambiguity, students should do the best they can, briefly stating how they have
chosen to interpret or answer a question they find confusing. Students should be reassured that
we give partial credit.

Please feel free to contact me by e-mail during the week before the exam if there is anything I
can do to help. In case of problems that arise during the actual exam, I shall be available between
9 am. and 5 p.m. EST at (484) 557-2086 (cell) on test day, February 1; you may also e-mail me
at jmcinern@sas.upenn.edu with any last minute questions. I thank you on behalf of the
Committee and the School for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships

Enclosures



Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions may be glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 5 of 15 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 essay topics. Please read the
whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2019

COPY FOR PROCTOR



Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions may be glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 5 of 15 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 essay topics. Please read the
whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2019

COPY FOR STUDENT



American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek 2020

Time: 2 hours

Instructions: Translate two (2) of the following passages, one poetry, one prose (50
points each).

Poetry, Passage 1: Homer, Odyssey 22.8-26
Odysseus slays Antinous

A Kol &1 AVTLVOW BUVETO TIKPOV BIOTOV.

A ToL & KOV BAeLoov dvatprioecBat Epelle,
xpuoeov Audwtov, Kal ) HETA XEPOLV EVWUQL,
O0dpa miot olvolo: povog &€ ol 00K &vi Buu®
HEUPBAETO: TiG K olotto pet’ avdpaot dattupoveoot
pnolOvov évi mAeoveaal, kal el paAa kaptepog €in,

oL TeVEELV BAVATOV TE KAKOV Kal Kijpa péhawvav;
TOV 6 ’'06ucelg Katd AaLov Emoxopevog BaAev L@,
AVTIKPUL & amalioto 8L avxévog AAUB’ AKwK).
EKALVON & €tépwoe, Semag 6€ ol Ekmeoe XELPOG
BANpévou, auTika 8 aUAOC Ava pivag maxUg AABEeY
aipotog avSpopéoto: Bodic & &mo lo Tpdmeloy
woe modt MAREac, ano & idata xelev Epale:

o166 Te Kpé€a T omtd popuveTo. Tol &' opadnoav
HVNoTNpECG Katd dwuad’, Onwg (dov avdpa meoodvta,
€Kk 6& Bpovwv Avopouoav OpLvBEVTEG Kot SMOUQL,
Tavtooe nantaivovieg é06UATOUG TIOTL TOLXOUG:
0U6E min doTtic €nv oUE” AAkLpOV Eyxog EAECOaL.
veikelov & '0buofia xoAwtolowv Enéeoot:



Poetry, Passage 2: Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazonsai 383-406
Euripides does not like women!

fuvn A:

b otiuiq pev oudepd pa Tw Bew

Aé€0Ua” AvETTNVY M YUVOTKES: GAAAL Yo
Bapéwg dEpw tadAatva toAuv fdn xpdvov
niportnAaki{opévag opid¢ AUAG UTIO
EVputidou 1ol tfig AaxavonwAntpiag

Kal TOAAQ kal mavtol dkouoUoag KaKA.

Tl yap oUTOC UGS OUK EMUOUT TRV KAKGV;
miol & ouxL SLaBEPRAN)’, OmouTep EUPpaxu
elolv Beatal kat tpaywdot kat xopol,

TAG LOLXOTPOTIOUG, TAG AvdpepaoTiag KOAWY,
TAG olvorotidag, tag mpodotidag, Tag AdAoug,
TAG OUSEV UYLEG, TAG MEY AvOPAOLY KAKOV:
WoT €0BUG eloovTeg Ao TOV ikplwv
umnoPBAEnouc’ AUAG okomolvtal T eVBEwg
L) HOXOC EVEOV [ TG AOKEKPUUEVOC.
Opdoat & €0’ ATV o0dev Wworep Kal PO Tl
g€eoti: Tolad0’ o0TOC £8180EEV KK

TOUG Avopag AUWV: WOT EAVITEP TLG TIAEKN
yuvn otédpavov, Epav Sokel: Kav EKBAAN
okelOG TLKATA TV oikiav TMAAVWUEVN,

avnp épwtd, 't Kateayev N xUTpQ;

oUK €08’ Omw¢ ov T® KopvBiw Eevw.'
KAMVEL KOPN TLG, E0BUG AdeAdOC Aéyel,

70 xp@Ouo ToUTO P 00K ApEoKeL THG KOPNG.’



Poetry, Passage 3: John Mauropus, 96 When he gave up writing bis chronicle
Patrons like praise; chroniclers like truth.

1o

‘Ote anéotn g ovyypadiig
TOD Xpovoypdpouv

‘O ovyypagedg Yebdog utv ok elpnké nw,
Yevoarto uEvt &v €v ye Toig Aowroig Adyot,
olTw PUAOVVTWY T@V KEAEVOVTWY TGS e

@V Toi¢ émaivolg Evipue@y 10 BiPAioy,
Spwg €80k EvBetotepov Aéyery:

éEovoia kpdtwy yip ok oldev kSpov.
Ovkotv dgeioBw tabra Tolg éykwuiolg,

1 ovyYpagh 8¢ Ui Tpoxwpeitw TAoy:
OUK £DQLAG Yap TPdG Ta ToD Yeddovg Exe,
VOPOG TE TAVTNY EKTPOTT|G ATOTPETEL.
‘Evratfa toivuy 1ov Spdpov mader Téwg,
Ewg kat’ e00D 8@ Tig adTH TO TpéxEaLy.

3. keAeVw, order, command. Here used to refer to ‘patrons’.
12. 6®, aorist active subjunctive 3rd singular, 6idwput



Prose, Passage 1: Polybius 1.2.2-8
Persia, Sparta, Macedon and Rome? There’s no comparison.

elol & ai Tf¢ mapaPoliic &flat kai cuykpicewc adtat. Mépoat KoTd TV KAPoU
HEYAANV ApxNV KoteKTAoavTo Kal Suvaoteiav: AAN” 00AKLG ETOApNoayv UTtepBiivat
TOUG Tf)g Aclag 6poug, o0 poévov Umép Tiig apxiig, AAAA Kal tepl opv EkvSUveucav.
Aakedatpoviol moAAoUG dpdloBntioavteg xpdvoug UTEp Thi¢ TV EANRVWY
nyepoviag, émeldn mot’ ékpatnoayv, LOALS £Tn SwdeKa KATETXOV aUTAV AdnpLTov.
MakeSOVEC THC Pev EVpWTNG ApEav &md Tév katd Tov ASpiav Tomwv

£Ww¢ £mi TOV loTpoV MoTapoV, O Bpoxl MAVTEARC av pavein HEPOG TFC

TIPOELPNUEVNG XWpPag: peTa &€ talta nmpooehafov tnyv tfig Aclag dpxnyv,
kataAUGavVTeS THY TRV Nepo®dv Suvaoteiov. AAN Spwc oUToL TAEioTWY SOEAVTES

Kal TOMwV Katl mpayuatwy yevéoBal KUpLot, TO TIOAU MEPOG AKUNV ATEALTOV TG
0lkOUMEVNG AANOTPLOV. ZIKEALQG HeV yap Kal Zapdolg katl ABung oud’

énePfalovto kabamnag dudlofntely, g & EUPpWMNG TA HOXLLWTOTA YEVN THOV
nipooeomepiwy €BvRV loxvig eimelv ovd” éyivwokov. Pwpalol ye punv ol Tva pépn,
oxebov &€ mAoav MEMOLNUEVOL TNV OLKOUUEVNV UTIKOOV aUTOLG, AVUTIOOTOTOV EV
TO1G UTtApPYOoUCL TtACLY, AvuTtEpPANTOV &€ Kal TOTG ETLYLVOUEVOLG UTIEPOXNV KATEALTTOV
T g avTt®v duvaoteiag.

Prose, Passage 2: Plutarch, Cimon 1.5-7
Damon, a local bandit, causes a ruckus in Boeotia.

ETuxe 6& mepl TaG NUEPAG Ekelvag AgUKLOG AOUKOUANOG €mti Tiva TtpaLv peTa
SUVAEWG TTOPEPYOEVOG. EMLoTAOAG 6€ TRV TTopelav Kal TV YyeyovoTwy NMPoohaTtwv
BVTWV EEETAOLY TIOLNOANEVOC £UPE TV TTOALY 00USEVOC aitiav, GAAX pdAAov
ouvNdIKNUEVNV: Kal TOUG oTpatiwTtag avalaBwv anryaye ped’ éautol. tov 6
Adpwva Anotetotg kat katadpopais mopBolvia thv xwpav Kal T TTOAEL
T(POOKeipeVOV UTnydyovto npeoPeiatg kat Ynodiopaot phavBpwmolg ol moAtta,
kateAOOVTaA 8& yupvaciopxov Katéotnoav: eit’ AAELPOUEVOV £V T(H) TIUPLATNPiw
SLEDBeLpay. €Ml TOAUV &€ Xpdvov eldWAWV TVDV €V TR TOTW MPOPALVOUEVWV
Kall oTevayudv €E0KOUOUEVWY, WG Ol TTATEPEG LWV Aéyouaot, TAg Bupag
avwkodounoav tol muplatnpiou: kal pExpL viv ol T Tomw yeLtviwvTeg olovtal
Twag 0Yelg kat pwvag tapaxwdelg pépeabat. Toug & Anod tod yévoug altod
(6laowlovtal yap éviot, paitota tfic Dwkidog mept Ztelpty, aioAilovteg)
AaoBoAwpévoug kadolol 5La T0 Tov Adpwva mpog Tov ¢povov AcBOAw
XplLoapevov €EeAOeTy.

nplatiplov, vapor bath
aoBolow, cover with soot



Prose, Passage 3: Anna Komnena, A/exzad 2.1.2-3
The emperor Nikephoros recognizes the abilities of Alexios and Isaac

‘Q¢ &€ kal 0 Baoheug Nikndopog mepldelov TolTov mepl Td MTOAEULIKA €0gdoarTo,
AKNKowg &€ kal Omwg MepL TNV Ew ouvwV TAdeAP® loaakiw UMEP TOV alTol Xpdvov
év SLadopoLg AyWoLv EUTENMTWKEY APLOTEVC Avadavelg Kal Onwg tov OUpcéALlov
KaTeTponMwoato, Stadepoviwg Aydna kat tol loaakiou oUk Elattov. Kal
gvotepvi{dpevoc apdw TaSeddw iAapodv évntévilev, €0ty ol Kal T alTAC
Tpamnelng aflv. AvédpAeye Tolto tov Kat' alTWv $Odvov Kal pdAov TV eipnuevwy
600 BapPBdapwv 20AaBoyeviv, Tol te Bopilou dnut kat told Meppavod. Oplvteg yap
Vv 100 Bac\éwg ¢ alTOUG e0péveLay Kal OTL kab' wpav talg tol ¢pOdvou toeialg
BaAAopevol dtpwtol Stapévouoty, €etrikovto. Tov yap AAEELov, KGv oUTtw TOV
{oulov énavBolvta eixey, £V AoV EVSOKLHOTVTO OpHV O PAGIAEVC OTPATNYOV
aupratopa TG EOTEPQG avouSELKVUOL T TOV MPOESPWV TETUNKWG A§LwpaTL. "Oca
HEV 00V KOl KT TV eonepav 0UTOC AvEOTNOE TPOMALA KOl OMOGOUC BMOOTATAG
KATAYWVIOAUEVOC Lwypiac Ave T® PaoAel, ApKoUVTWC poAéAekTaL. AN Tadta
To1¢ SoUAoLG OUK fipeokey, €E€kae 6€ paAAov auTV dvadAéyovta Tov pBovov. Ot
Kal TToAAa pev UetovBopulov Buooodopolvieg kat' avt@yv, MOAAA 6€ kal kpUdLa
Aéyovteg T® BaolAel, Tiva 6€ kal el touudaveg, GANa 6€ SU' eTépwy, pebodelalg Tiol
XpWHEVOL EkTtodwv ToUToUG YeveoBal mavtoiwg éomoudalov.

BapPBapwv ZOAaBoyevv, Slavonic barbatians
umnotovBopulw, to murmur in an under-tone
Buococobouelw, to brood, or ponder deeply



American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2020

Time: 2 hours

Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points|. Identify five (5) of the following fifteen terms, being sure
to explain the chief significance of the term to Greek art and/or archaeology.

Amphiaraion Enkomi Metapontum
Berlin Painter holocaust niello
Blachernae Kritios perirhanterion
Dexileos LiDAR Skopas
Dérpfeld foundations loutrophoros telesterion

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]. Answer three (3) questions from the list below. In
choosing the questions, try to show as broad a range of knowledge (chronological, geographical,
subject matter) as possible.

1. Archaeological survey is now a common tool for archaeological research and data acquisition.
Discuss the pros and cons of conducting an archaeological survey in a given area, as contrasted with
excavation of a site in the same area. Why choose one method over the other and how might the
results of each method differ?

2. During the Middle Bronze Age, many Greek settlements changed from a village structure to a
complex state. Describe some of the archaeological markers that provide evidence for this
transition, and discuss why and how a complex state might have developed from a village social
structure and economy.

3. Several Bronze Age objects such as the Thera Ship Fresco are thought to preserve a Bronze Age
tradition of poetry and story-telling. Discuss a cross-section of such objects, both Minoan and
Mycenaean, and consider how the scenes on them might reflect an oral tradition of narrative. Is
there any relationship between such scenes and Homeric poetry?

4. One significant feature of the Late Iron Age and Archaic periods is the extensive evidence for the
dispersal of Greek culture outside the Greek mainland and Aegean islands. Discuss the evidence for
Greek presence outside of Greece, e.g. artifacts, architecture, Greek language texts, etc. How does
the archaeological material provide evidence for different types of external contacts, e.g. trade,
permanent Greek settlement, mercenary soldiers, and others?

5. Compare the main types of architecture found in the public spaces of a Greek city. How do the
architectural forms and spatial layouts of a Greek city change from the Classical period to the
Hellenistic period?



6. Discuss the effect of patronage on Greek sculpture, from the Archaic through Hellenistic
periods. Consider the choice of subject matter, materials, size, means of display, and other factors
you think relevant. Who commissioned major sculptural works, and why? How does the taste and
financial means of a patron impact the form of sculpture produced?

7. What types of archaeological data contribute to our understanding of Greek cult ritual? Consider
not only architecture but also small finds, traces of ritual activity, etc. How do archaeological data
augment the picture of Greek cult ritual that is portrayed in Greek literature?

8. ‘Using Pausanias as a guide to a Greek site is an exercise in futility.” Discuss the value of
Pausanias to our interpretation of specific Greek sites and monuments. You may agree or disagree
with this statement.

9. During the Roman period some Greek cities prospered while others declined. What factors
caused one Greek city with a long history to flourish under Roman authority while another
withered? How are these developments visible in the archaeological record?

10. Discuss the results of recent archaeological research on the Late Antique countryside. In
particular, assess the emergence of ecclesiastical foundations as social and economic centers.



American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek History 2020

Time: 2 hours

Part I: Identification [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify and explain the historical
significance of five (5) of the following terms.

Achaean War First Sacred War Eupatridai

Peltasts Delian League Demetrios Poliorketes
Lelantine War Pergamon cleruchy

Herulians Epaminondas Harpalos

Xenia Thirty Tyrants wa-na-ka

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]. Answer three (3) of the following: be sure to use

specific

case studies and to address larger issues of methodology and theory within Greek

historiography.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

0)

7)

8)

Discuss the evidence for the Sea Peoples and the hypotheses for their emergence and
impact. Contextualize your discussion in competing models for the function and fall of the
palaces, and/or shifting paradigms for the emergence of the ‘Eatly Iron Age’ that followed.

Compare and contrast the “Lycurgan” constitution and social order of Sparta with
conditions at Athens after the reforms of Solon. Endeavor to include considerations of the
historical forces that shaped our sources.

Offer at least two specific case studies of the political uses of the sanctuary and oracle at
Delphi in the archaic and classical periods as exemplary of the relationship between religion
and politics in this period.

Contextualize the emergence of coinage, keeping an eye on the paradigms for the ‘invention
of the polis’. Try to ground your discussion in the histories of at least two different cities,
one from the Greek homeland, one from overseas.

Examine how our evaluation of fifth-century Athenian hegemony is dependent on
controversies regarding the chronology of inscriptions of this period. In this inquiry you may
want to explore the debate about the probative value of particular letter forms.

Discuss the military innovations and strategies that enabled the success of the Macedonian
armies of Philip II and Alexander: you may choose to contrast these to the technologies,
ideologies, tactics/strategy, and political landscapes of wat from the preceding eras.

Characterize the emergence, institutions, and successes or failures of the federal leagues of
the 3" century BC. Note how historical circumstances militated in their favor in compatison
with traditional polis governments.

Outline with as much detail as feasible the fiscal and economic administration of Hellenistic
Egypt by the bureaucracy of the Ptolemaic dynasty.



9) Assess the engagement of the Julio-Claudian emperors with Greek affairs. Please illustrate
your treatment with at least three discrete case studies.

10) Examine the policies of Justinian toward the city of Constantinople and the components of
its population.



American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Literature 2020

Time: 2 hours
Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge

(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points|. Identify five (5) of the following fifteen terms,
being sure to explain the chief significance of the term.

Eurycleia Proclus Blass’ Law
diaeresis Poseidippus Cologne Epode
Ctesias Polybius Cyropaedia
Aesop de Saltatione Cratinus

Airs, Waters and Places Shield of Herakles choliamb

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]. Answer three (3) of the following
questions.

1. The theme of justice looms large in the poetry of Homer and Hesiod, but their poems
treat this theme in very distinct ways. How can a study of dike enrich our understanding
of how the Homeric and Hesiodic poems relate to each other?

2. Discuss the forms, content and purposes of Pindaric poetry.

3. Tragic choruses have sometimes been treated as proxies for the civic collectivity, at
other times as embodying socially marginal groups. Using the chorus of one Aeschylean
play and one Euripidean play, discuss the dramatic impact of the chorus on the action of
the play.

4. How can we account for a peculiar feature of Middle Comedy, namely the prominence
of comic cooks in the plays of the fourth century?

5. In what ways has Hayden White’s theories regarding narratology shaped contemporary
approaches to the ancient writers of Athenian history?

6. The availability of Jacoby’s FGrH online and in translation means that fragmentary
historians such as Timaeus and Theopompus can now be accessed by a much wider
audience. What are the challenges to analyzing fragmentary historians?

7. Aratus’ Phaenomena has been dubbed the perfect Hellenistic poem, for its blend of
didacticism, sky-lore, stoic philosophy and scientific poetry. How would you situate the
poem in the history of Greek literature?

8. Travel appears to be a major feature of Greek imperial literature, both as a theme, a
trope, and as a context in which literature was produced. Using Aelius Aristides or Dio
of Prusa as your point of reference, discuss the role of travel in Greek literature of the
Imperial age.



9. The network of students centred on Libanius in late antique Antioch includes such
prominent Christians as John Chrysostom and Basil the Great. Is rhetoric the location of
meeting of Christian and pagan as complementary rather than competing interpretive
communities?

10 Ibn Ridwan Al-Misri produced commentaries on Greek medical texts by Galen, as
well as a commentary on Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos. With reference to any of the Arab writers
and commentators of the 10" and 11™ centuries, such as Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina
(Avicenna), discuss the role of Arab learning in the transmission of Greek literary
culture.
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