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Instructions for candidates 
 
As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take three examinations (a total of five and a 
half hours of examination). All candidates must take the Greek Translation examination (90 
minutes) and the Greek History exam (two hours), and either Greek Art and Archaeology (two 
hours) or Greek Literature (two hours). Though you stated on your application whether you 
intended to take the literature or art and archaeology exam, we have sent a full set to your proctor 
to allow for error or last minute change of heart. 
  
All examinations, including the Greek translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, 
notes, or other outside help. You may use a typewriter or a computer for word processing. We do 
give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you haven't 
completed the passages perfectly. 
 
On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of four passages. The exam includes 
poetry and prose from all periods. The passages do not come from any fixed reading list and, in 
fact, tend not to be passages students will have read. The purpose of the Greek exam is not to see 
whether students have read a given text before, but to evaluate reading proficiency. No 
dictionaries or other aids may be used, but unusual words or constructions are glossed. 
  
The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to 
identify, in a sentence or two, seven of eleven items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates 
choose three of eight essay topics. Please plan ahead in order to complete all parts of the exams.  
 
Since the members of the Committee on Admissions and Fellowships will be reading 
photocopies of your exams, it is in your interest to produce an exam that is easy to photocopy 
and easy to read once photocopied. Use any kind of 8 1/2" x 11"  paper. Do not use a bluebook. 
Please use dark ink or dark pencil if you are writing your exams by hand, and try to write legibly. 
Your exams are read and graded anonymously. It is therefore crucial that you not write your 
name on every page. Put your name and university on the cover sheet only, and write the total 
number of pages of the exams, with the cover sheet as the first page. Your cover sheet will read, 
e.g., Jane Jones, Whatever University, page 1 of 17. Number each page of the exam. 
  
Best of luck! 
 
Sincerely,  
Carolyn S. Snively  
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships  
csnively@gettysburg.edu; csnively@ascsa.edu.gr 
26 January, 2004 
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 

Examination in Greek History 2004 

Time:  2 hours 

 
Directions:  Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.   
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge 
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible. 
 
Part I:  Identifications  [value, 25 points]     In one or two sentences, identify seven 
(7) of the following terms, being sure to give their significance.   
 
Aegae 
Delphic amphictyony 
dokimasia 
trittys 
Menelaion 
Pithecusae 

Battle of Crannon 
Flamininus 
Herulians 
Thersites 
Cypselus 

 
Part II:  Essay Questions  [value, 75 points]      Answer three (3) of the following 
questions. 
 
1. Outline the current debate over the date of the eruption of Thera, and then discuss 
the implications.  
 
2. Discuss the collapse of Mycenaean civilization, and put it in context with the rest of 
the Eastern Mediterranean.   
 
3. Describe the roles of the chariot in epic and iconography.  If the roles differ, can 
you explain the differences?  What can we learn from this example about the use of 
epic and iconography as historical sources? 
 
4. Discuss the emergence of the hetaira in the 6th century as an economic, political, 
and social figure. 
 
5. Describe the resources available to Athens that allowed her to expect victory in the 
Peloponnesian war.  Then consider some of the reasons why, despite those resources, 
she lost the war.  
 
6. What were the political, military, and institutional consequences of the Macedonian 
domination of the Greeks?  Please take your answer down to the mid 2nd century BC. 
 
7. Describe and account for Roman imperial benefaction to Greece during the 2nd 
century C.E. 
 
8. Describe the condition of slaves and the institution of slavery from Homer to the 
age of Menander.  Were there changes over time?  How much regional variation 
existed, and why? 
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 

Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2004 

Time:  2 hours 

 
Directions:  Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.   
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge 
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible. 
 
Part I:  Identifications  [value, 25 points]     In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of 
the following terms, being sure to give their significance.   
 
Metroon 
Laocoon 
Carl Blegen 
Amyklai 
Sesklo and Dimini 
Zagora 

Linear A 
stratigraphy 
stoichedon 
entasis 
Exekias 

 
Part II:  Essay Questions  [value, 75 points]      Answer three (3) of the following questions. 
 
1.  How do modern scholars evaluate the relationships between the Homeric poems and the 
Mycenaean world?  Provide specific examples. 
 
2.  In what ways have the discoveries made at Lefkandi changed our understanding of Early 
Iron Age Greece?  
 
3.  What are the competing theories for why kouroi and korai were erected, what they were 
meant to represent, and what their function was?  Which do you espouse, and why? 
 
4.  Discuss the development of Greek coinage and the factors that led to the various standards 
and images.   
 
5. Compare and contrast Greek city-planning of the Hellenistic period with that of the 
Classical period, and explain some of the differences in light of the changes in social, 
political, and economic conditions. 
 
6. Outline the history of Classical and Hellenistic Greek wall painting, with reference to the 
key monuments, lost and extant.  How have discoveries of the last few decades in Northern 
Greece affected that history? 
 
7. Consider three of the Caesarean or Augustan monuments in Athens: what were some of the 
reasons for building these particular monuments in the city? 
 
8. Evaluate the academic split between literary evidence and archaeological evidence;  what 
kinds of information can each provide that the other cannot?  Give examples.   
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 

Examination in Greek Literature 2004 

Time:  2 hours 

 
Directions:  Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.   
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge 
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible. 
 
Part I:  Identifications  [value, 25 points]     In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of 
the following terms, being sure to give their significance.   
 
dithyramb 
Nonnus 
scholia 
Euhemerus 
Milesian tale 
Agathon 
bucolic diaeresis 
Protagoras 
Atthidographer 
Cassandra 
epigram 
 
Part II:  Essay Questions  [value, 75 points]      Answer three (3) of the following questions. 
 
1. What form might literature have taken in the Bronze Age, and why does nothing of it seem 
to survive? 
 
2. Were the two Homeric poems composed, written down, or finalized by the same poet?    
Which poem is earlier and why? 
 
3. Discuss the form and content of satyr plays and their purpose within the dramatic tetralogy. 
 
4. In writing his history, what might Thucydides have imitated from the works of Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, and why? 
 
5. Describe the structural elements (e.g., the parabasis) of Old Comedy.  What were their 
purposes?  What are the speculations about their origins? 
 
6. Discuss the kinds of information about the lives and status(es) of women in Greek antiquity 
that literature can and cannot provide.  Give examples. 
 
7. Describe the phenomenon known as the Second Sophistic.  Why was it so popular? 
 
8. Consider the reasons why Plutarch wrote biographies and how this approach affects what 
we see as his strengths and weaknesses as a biographer and therefore his use as a historical 
source for us.   
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