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THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

54 SouIDIAS STREET, GR-106 76 ATHENS, GREECE TELEPHONE: 011-30210-723-6313 Fax: 011-30210-725-0584

6-8 CHARLTON STREET, PRINCETON, NJ 08540-5232 TELEPHONE: 609-683-0800 FAX: 609-924-0578

Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take three examinations (a total of five and a
half hours of examination). All candidates must take the Greek Translation examination (90
minutes) and the Greek History exam (two hours), and either Greek Art and Archaeology (two
hours) or Greek Literature (two hours). Though you stated on your application whether you
intended to take the literature or art and archaeology exam, we have sent a full set to your proctor
to allow for error or last minute change of heart.

All examinations, including the Greek translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries,
notes, or other outside help. You may use a typewriter or a computer for word processing. We do
give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you haven't
completed the passages perfectly.

On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of four passages. The exam includes
poetry and prose from all periods. The passages do not come from any fixed reading list and, in
fact, tend not to be passages students will have read. The purpose of the Greek exam is not to see
whether students have read a given text before, but to evaluate reading proficiency. No
dictionaries or other aids may be used, but unusual words or constructions are glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to
identify, in a sentence or two, seven of eleven items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates
choose three of eight essay topics. Please plan ahead in order to complete all parts of the exams.

Since the members of the Committee on Admissions and Fellowships will be reading
photocopies of your exams, it is in your interest to produce an exam that is easy to photocopy
and easy to read once photocopied. Use any kind of 8 1/2" x 11" paper. Do not use a bluebook.
Please use dark ink or dark pencil if you are writing your exams by hand, and try to write legibly.
Your exams are read and graded anonymously. It is therefore crucial that you not write your
name on every page. Put your name and university on the cover sheet only, and write the total
number of pages of the exams, with the cover sheet as the first page. Your cover sheet will read,
e.g., Jane Jones, Whatever University, page 1 of 17. Number each page of the exam.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,
Carolgn S. 5nivc]9
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships

csnively@gettysburg.edu; csnively@ascsa.edu.gr
26 January, 2004



American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Examination in Greek Translation 2004

Time: i and 1/2 hours (90 minutes)

SAMPLE

Directions: Translate two (2) of the following passages, one prose and

one poetry (50 pomts each).

Bassage (poetry)
Euripides, Herakleidai, lines 1026-1044

King Eurystheus of Argos predicts the benefits that will come from his

burial in Attlca

ETPTZ@ETZ
kTelY’, ob Tapartobpal ce* 'n‘|v8<-: Se TTéMY,
émel W ddfike xal kaTndéodn kTavely,
XPIopd oAl Aokiov Swpfioopat,
os abekrfoel pellov’ 1 SOKeL xpovm
BavévTta ydp pe 8dped’ ol TO pépoLpov, 1030
dlas mdpolBe wapbévou Tlarinvidos- v
kal ool pev elvovus kdai MOAEL owThpLoS
|J.é1'0LK05‘ aiel kefoopar katd x8ovés,
TOlS TOVEE &’ eK'yévowL 'rro)\eul.m'ra'rog,
drav poélwol 8edpo oiw TOAM) X€pL _ 1035
xo’lpw 1Tp086VT€$‘ Tﬁvﬁe TOLOUTWY Eévuyw
TpovoTNTE. TAS ot TabT’ éyd mETUoRéVOS
86i)p NBov &\’ ol Xpnopdr NEéuny Beol;
Hpo.v vopilfwy eeod)a‘rwv Kp€[ccw TOAU
KoUK dv npoSoﬁvaL P’. GA\Ad piiTe poL Xods 1040
who’ aly’ édonT’ els épdv ordfa Tddov.
kakdy ydp avTols véaTov drri TAWS' éyw
Sudow: BLmholy 8¢ képdos éEer’ &€ éuoﬁ'
bpds T’ dviiow ToloBe Te BAdbw Bavuwv,

Notes

1030. pdpoipos - adj: fated, destined
1037. wpotoTnTe for mpoecTnTé from WpoLoTML



Passage 2 (poetry)
Babrius, Fable 31, The Mice and their Generals

ool ot €lxov kal uves‘ ‘n'pés' a)\)sn)tovg
domovBov del méXepov. mua'rwv TAPT).
yakal & évikwy. ol Hies 8¢ Tfig ﬂ'r‘rns
€86Kouy vmipxew arrmv odiow TavTnY,
OTL oTpaTnYyous oli éxmev ékbnovs,

gei &’ deI(T(.dS mrouevovm Kuwdlrous.
€LAovTO Towuv TOUS '}’EVEI. 1€ kal pdun

: 'yvmp:q T* dploTous, els pdxnv Te yewaious, |

oL odds éucécmouv kal SLEL)\OV e[g dpriTpas

)\oxous' TE Kal cbala’yyug, ws Tap’ avbpdmoLs.

émel 8’ éTdxOn mdvTa kol cuwnBpoicen,
Kal TLs yaifjy uos npovkakeiTo Baporicas,
ol T€ o*rpa*rwyo& AETTA ™Alvwy Tolxwy
xapdm |J,€‘T0)TTOLQ dppdoavres dkpalos
fyolvro, TavTdS eKd)avéc‘raTOL TATiO0US,
mdhv 8& ¢u§a ToUS uvas KaTeLlncj)EL
d\oL pév olv cwbévrtes Noav év pr'}’?taLQ,
Tous &¢& chpaTn'yovs: ew'rpéxov-ras ol ela
Td mepLogd kdpdn ThHs émfis éow BiveLv,
uovm 0’ éddwoar alTéOL puxdy mpdobey
vikn 8 én’ O.'UTOI.S‘ Kail Tpé‘ITG.LOV ELOTHKEL,
Yorfis EK0.0TT]S‘ piv c'rpa'r'r]'yov €AkoUoTS.
AéyeL 8 O ubbos: els 7o {fiv dkuwdlvws
TS AapmpdTnTos nUTéAeLa BeATiwy.

Notes

1. yaién, fis F - weasel

14. kapdos, To, N - chip of wood, straw
16. $v¢a, F —rout :
7. Tpuiiydn F - hole

19. émj, F-hole

SAMPLE

15

20



SAMPLE

Pasgage 3 |
Pausanias, 10.8.6-8, Pausanias’ introduction to the lower sanctuary at

Delphi where Odysseus was wounded by a boar.

6. 'Ece)dévTL 8¢ és THy TOA\w elolv édefiis vaol:
kol & pév mpaTos alrdv épelma v, 6 éml TolTy
8¢ kevds kal dyakpd*rmv Kal depLdv'rmv 0 8¢
avtdv TplTos KO.L 0 're*rap'rog, 0 pé&v TV év ‘Pupy
Bacu)\evoav—rmv €lxev ol TOMGY Ty ELKOI)GS‘,

0 TéTapTos 8¢ 'Abnras kalelTal [povolas. TGw -

8¢ dryahpdTwy TO v TQ Trpovam MacoahwTdy
avaenpd eoTL, peyéBel Tob évBov a'ya)\ua'ros: p.eu;'ov.
ol 8¢ Maccrahm'ral duwkaéwy eloiv dmolkoL TGV év
lwviq, polpa kal a'u-rn TAY ToTE “ApTaryov TOV
Mn80v (buyowmv ék Pwkaias- 'yevéuevo; Se vavolLv
emlcpa‘reo'repm Kapanov[wV THY Te yiv fv éxovoLy
ékTioavTo Kal émi péya ddlkovto evBaipovias.

7. TV pé&v 81 MagoalwTdy xaikoby TO dvdbnpd
éotL- xpuood 8¢ domida imd Kpoloov ToD AvBol T
"Abnvd i) Tipovoiq Sobeloav, éxéyeTo vmd TGV
Ae)«bwv ws Puduniros avmiv ecv)\noe npos‘ 8¢ T@
Lepm ThAs Hpovou.ag ¢’U7\0‘.K0‘U Té|evds €oTLV Tipwos"
kal & ®Yhaxos olTos Ud Ae)«cbwv exc—:t diunv kata
T émoTpaTteiav odlow dudvar ™y Tlepodv.

8. év 8¢ Tol yupvaciov TQ UTaibpyw mTedukéval ToTE
aypiav daciv UAny, kal 'Oducoéa, Tvika 0§ TOV
AdTolUKoV ddiLkduevos petTd Tol AUTOAKOU TEV
ralSwy é0fpeve, TéTe avTOv TO Tpabua TO UMEp TOD
vévaTos évtailba oxelv UmMod Tol ouds.

Notes

6. épelmmov, N - ruin
avdpLds, avdpLdvtos, M - statue

7. ouldw - strip, rob, pillage



SAMPLE

Passage 4

Xenophon, Symposium, 1.1 -5

Kallias, the erastes of Autolykos, invites Socrates and company for dinner
in order to prove to them that he is eager to leamn philosophy. |

1. AN\’ &pol Sokel TAV KahdV kdyaddv avdplv

Zpya ol pévov Td peTd omoudfis mpaTTépEVA
dELopvnudvevTa elvar A xal Td év Talg Toudials.
ols 8¢ mapayevdpevos TalTa YLYVHoKe SnAdoal
Bovlopa. 7

2. "Hy pev yap Tovadnpaiwy TGV peydiwy immo8poptla,
Kod\ias 8¢ 6 ‘Immovikov épdv éTiyxavey AdTolikou
TaL8de BUTos, Kol vevkmkéTa alrdy TayKpdTIoY TKEV
dywv ém Thy Béav. s 8¢ 1) LmnoBpopia énntev, Exwv
réy e AvTéukov kal Tov maTépa avTod dmjel els THY
év Tletparel oikiav: cvveimeTo 8¢ alT® kal NuwkvjpaTos.
3. i8aw 8¢ bpod dvras ZwkpdTny Te Kkai KpitéBouvlov
kal Eppoyéumy kal ‘Avrtiobéuny kol Xapuidny, TOLS W&V
dpd’ AvTéhukov TyyeloBal Twa érakev, avTOS 8€
Tpoofizde Tolg dpdl TwkpdTny, kol elmev: 4
4. Eic KoV e Upiv owTeTixTKa: €0TLAY Yap péMw
AdTéauror kal Tov matépa abrod. olpar oy moAy dv
v kaTackeviy pol AapmpoTtépay daviival el dvdpdov
Exckexabappévors Tas Puxas domep Lulv 6 dvBpwy '
kexoopnpuévos eln p@lov f €l oTpaTnyols kai
immrdpxots xai omouvbapxlals.

5. Kai 6 Swkpdtns €lmev: *Ael ob émokuwnTels fpas
katadbpov@y 6t ob pev TlpwTaydpq T€ TOAY apyvpLov
5éBuwkas éml oodia kal Topyig xal Tpodixy xal dols
moAots, Nnds 8 dpds avtoupyols Twas This
dLhocodias dvras.



SAMPLE

American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek History 2004

Time: 2 hours

Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points] In one or two sentences, identify seven
(7) of the following terms, being sure to give their significance.

Aegae Battle of Crannon
Delphic amphictyony Flamininus
dokimasia Herulians

trittys Thersites
Menelaion Cypselus
Pithecusae

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]  Answer three (3) of the following
questions.

1. Outline the current debate over the date of the eruption of Thera, and then discuss
the implications.

2. Discuss the collapse of Mycenaean civilization, and put it in context with the rest of
the Eastern Mediterranean.

3. Describe the roles of the chariot in epic and iconography. If the roles differ, can
you explain the differences? What can we learn from this example about the use of
epic and iconography as historical sources?

4. Discuss the emergence of the hetaira in the 6™ century as an economic, political,
and social figure.

5. Describe the resources available to Athens that allowed her to expect victory in the
Peloponnesian war. Then consider some of the reasons why, despite those resources,
she lost the war.

6. What were the political, military, and institutional consequences of the Macedonian
domination of the Greeks? Please take your answer down to the mid 2nd century BC.

7. Describe and account for Roman imperial benefaction to Greece during the o
century C.E.

8. Describe the condition of slaves and the institution of slavery from Homer to the
age of Menander. Were there changes over time? How much regional variation
existed, and why?



SAMPLE

American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2004

Time: 2 hours

Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part I1.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points] In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of
the following terms, being sure to give their significance.

Metroon Linear A
Laocoon stratigraphy
Carl Blegen stoichedon
Amyklai entasis
Sesklo and Dimini Exekias
Zagora

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]  Answer three (3) of the following questions.

1. How do modern scholars evaluate the relationships between the Homeric poems and the
Mycenaean world? Provide specific examples.

2. In what ways have the discoveries made at Lefkandi changed our understanding of Early
Iron Age Greece?

3. What are the competing theories for why kouroi and korai were erected, what they were
meant to represent, and what their function was? Which do you espouse, and why?

4. Discuss the development of Greek coinage and the factors that led to the various standards
and images.

5. Compare and contrast Greek city-planning of the Hellenistic period with that of the
Classical period, and explain some of the differences in light of the changes in social,
political, and economic conditions.

6. Outline the history of Classical and Hellenistic Greek wall painting, with reference to the
key monuments, lost and extant. How have discoveries of the last few decades in Northern
Greece affected that history?

7. Consider three of the Caesarean or Augustan monuments in Athens: what were some of the
reasons for building these particular monuments in the city?

8. Evaluate the academic split between literary evidence and archaeological evidence; what
kinds of information can each provide that the other cannot? Give examples.



SAMPLE

American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination in Greek Literature 2004

Time: 2 hours

Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part I1.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points] In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of
the following terms, being sure to give their significance.

dithyramb
Nonnus

scholia
Euhemerus
Milesian tale
Agathon
bucolic diaeresis
Protagoras
Atthidographer
Cassandra
epigram

Part II: Essay Questions [value, 75 points]  Answer three (3) of the following questions.

1. What form might literature have taken in the Bronze Age, and why does nothing of it seem
to survive?

2. Were the two Homeric poems composed, written down, or finalized by the same poet?
Which poem is earlier and why?

3. Discuss the form and content of satyr plays and their purpose within the dramatic tetralogy.

4. In writing his history, what might Thucydides have imitated from the works of Aeschylus,
Sophocles, and Euripides, and why?

5. Describe the structural elements (e.g., the parabasis) of Old Comedy. What were their
purposes? What are the speculations about their origins?

6. Discuss the kinds of information about the lives and status(es) of women in Greek antiquity
that literature can and cannot provide. Give examples.

7. Describe the phenomenon known as the Second Sophistic. Why was it so popular?
8. Consider the reasons why Plutarch wrote biographies and how this approach affects what

we see as his strengths and weaknesses as a biographer and therefore his use as a historical
source for us.
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