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Instructions for candidates 
As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take three examinations (a total of five and a half hours of 
examination). All candidates must take the Greek Translation examination (90 minutes) and the Greek History 
exam (two hours), and either Greek Art and Archaeology (two hours) or Greek Literature (two hours). Though 
you stated on your application whether you intended to take the literature or the art and archaeology exam, we 
have sent a full set to your proctor to allow for error or last minute change of mind. 
All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or other 
outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you have not 
completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of four passages. 
The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods, from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages 
students will not have read. The purpose of the Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or 
other aids are permitted, but unusual words or constructions have sometimes been glossed. 
The other three exams are set up with two sections.  Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a 
sentence or two, seven of twelve items.  In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose three of seven essay 
topics. Please read the whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.  
The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as 
Word files on a computer, if possible.  (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.)  When 
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for 
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st century 
technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but you will 
need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time.  We also ask that you not have a mobile phone with you in 
the examination room.   
At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a 
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be 
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc.  Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before 
beginning the next exam.  After completion of the three exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the three 
files and send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.   
If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with 
Mary Darlington (med@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.   
Your exams will be read and graded anonymously.  Therefore your name should appear only at the top of the 
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university.  All names of 
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the 
members of the Committee.   
Best of luck! 
Sincerely,  

Timothy F. Winters  
Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships 
winterst@apsu.edu 
January 22, 2014 
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
Examination in Greek Translation 2014 

 
Time: 1 and ½ hours (90 minutes)  
  
Instructions:  Translate  two  (2)  of  the  following  passages,  one  poetry  and  one  
prose.    (50  points  each)    
    
Poetry,  Passage  1:      
Euripides,  Alcestis  ll.  1008-­‐‑124.  Herakles  addresses  Admetus.  
  
Ἡρακλῆς  
φίίλον  πρὸς  ἄνδρα  χρὴ  λέέγειν  ἐλευθέέρως,  
Ἄδµμητε,  µμοµμφὰς  δ᾽  οὐχ  ὑπὸ  σπλάάγχνοις  ἔχειν  
σιγῶντ᾽.  ἐγὼ  δὲ  σοῖς  κακοῖσιν  ἠξίίουν      1010  
ἐγγὺς  παρεστὼς  ἐξετάάζεσθαι  φίίλος:  
σὺ  δ᾽  οὐκ  ἔφραζες  σῆς  προκείίµμενον  νέέκυν  
γυναικόός,  ἀλλάά  µμ᾽  ἐξέένιζες  ἐν  δόόµμοις,  
ὡς  δὴ  θυραίίου  πήήµματος  σπουδὴν  ἔχων.  
κἄστεψα  κρᾶτα  καὶ  θεοῖς  ἐλειψάάµμην      1015  
σπονδὰς  ἐν  οἴκοις  δυστυχοῦσι  τοῖσι  σοῖς.  
καὶ  µμέέµμφοµμαι  µμέέν,  µμέέµμφοµμαι,  παθὼν  τάάδε:  
οὐ  µμήήν  σε  λυπεῖν  <γ᾽>  ἐν  κακοῖσι  βούύλοµμαι.  
ὧν  δ᾽  οὕνεχ᾽  ἥκω  δεῦρ᾽  ὑποστρέέψας  πάάλιν  
λέέξω:  γυναῖκα  τήήνδε  µμοι  σῶσον  λαβώών,   1020  
ἕως  ἂν  ἵππους  δεῦρο  Θρῃκίίας  ἄγων  
ἔλθω,  τύύραννον  Βιστόόνων  κατακτανώών.  
πράάξας  δ᾽  ὃ  µμὴ  τύύχοιµμι  （νοστήήσαιµμι  γάάρ）  
δίίδωµμι  τήήνδε  σοῖσι  προσπολεῖν  δόόµμοις.  
  
Poetry,  Passage  2:  
Homer,  18.97-­‐‑116.    Achilles  mourns  the  loss  of  Patroclus.  
  
τὴν  δὲ  µμέέγ᾽  ὀχθήήσας  προσέέφη  πόόδας  ὠκὺς  Ἀχιλλεύύς·∙  
‘αὐτίίκα  τεθναίίην,  ἐπεὶ  οὐκ  ἄρ᾽  ἔµμελλον  ἑταίίρῳ  
κτεινοµμέένῳ  ἐπαµμῦναι:  ὃ  µμὲν  µμάάλα  τηλόόθι  πάάτρης  
ἔφθιτ᾽,  ἐµμεῖο  δὲ  δῆσεν  ἀρῆς  ἀλκτῆρα  γενέέσθαι.         100  
νῦν  δ᾽  ἐπεὶ  οὐ  νέέοµμαίί  γε  φίίλην  ἐς  πατρίίδα  γαῖαν,  
οὐδέέ  τι  Πατρόόκλῳ  γενόόµμην  φάάος  οὐδ᾽  ἑτάάροισι  
τοῖς  ἄλλοις,  οἳ  δὴ  πολέέες  δάάµμεν  Ἕκτορι  δίίῳ,  
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ἀλλ᾽  ἧµμαι  παρὰ  νηυσὶν  ἐτώώσιον  ἄχθος  ἀρούύρης,  
τοῖος  ἐὼν  οἷος  οὔ  τις  Ἀχαιῶν  χαλκοχιτώώνων            105  
ἐν  πολέέµμῳ:  ἀγορῇ  δέέ  τ᾽  ἀµμείίνονέές  εἰσι  καὶ  ἄλλοι.  
ὡς  ἔρις  ἔκ  τε  θεῶν  ἔκ  τ᾽  ἀνθρώώπων  ἀπόόλοιτο  
καὶ  χόόλος,  ὅς  τ᾽  ἐφέέηκε  πολύύφρονάά  περ  χαλεπῆναι,  
ὅς  τε  πολὺ  γλυκίίων  µμέέλιτος  καταλειβοµμέένοιο  
ἀνδρῶν  ἐν  στήήθεσσιν  ἀέέξεται  ἠΰτε  καπνόός·∙            110  
ὡς  ἐµμὲ  νῦν  ἐχόόλωσεν  ἄναξ  ἀνδρῶν  Ἀγαµμέέµμνων.  
ἀλλὰ  τὰ  µμὲν  προτετύύχθαι  ἐάάσοµμεν  ἀχνύύµμενοίί  περ,  
θυµμὸν  ἐνὶ  στήήθεσσι  φίίλον  δαµμάάσαντες  ἀνάάγκῃ·∙  
νῦν  δ᾽  εἶµμ᾽  ὄφρα  φίίλης  κεφαλῆς  ὀλετῆρα  κιχείίω  
Ἕκτορα·∙  κῆρα  δ᾽  ἐγὼ  τόότε  δέέξοµμαι  ὁππόότε  κεν  δὴ         115  
Ζεὺς  ἐθέέλῃ  τελέέσαι  ἠδ᾽  ἀθάάνατοι  θεοὶ  ἄλλοι.  
  
Prose,  Passage  3:  
Isocrates,  Panegyricus  23-­‐‑26  
  
Ὁµμολογεῖται  µμὲν  γὰρ  τὴν  πόόλιν  ἡµμῶν  ἀρχαιοτάάτην  εἶναι  καὶ  µμεγίίστην  καὶ  
παρὰ  πᾶσιν  ἀνθρώώποις  ὀνοµμαστοτάάτην·∙  οὕτω  δὲ  καλῆς  τῆς  ὑποθέέσεως  
οὔσης,  ἐπὶ  τοῖς  ἐχοµμέένοις  τούύτων  ἔτι  µμᾶλλον  ἡµμᾶς  προσήήκει  
τιµμᾶσθαι.    (24.)    Ταύύτην  γὰρ  οἰκοῦµμεν  οὐχ  ἑτέέρους  ἐκβαλόόντες  οὐδ’  ἐρήήµμην  
καταλαβόόντες  οὐδ’  ἐκ  πολλῶν  ἐθνῶν  µμιγάάδες  συλλεγέέντες,  ἀλλ’  οὕτω  καλῶς  
καὶ  γνησίίως  γεγόόναµμεν  ὥστ’  ἐξ  ἧσπερ  ἔφυµμεν,ταύύτην  ἔχοντες  ἅπαντα  τὸν  
χρόόνον  διατελοῦµμεν,  αὐτόόχθονες  ὄντες  καὶ  τῶν  ὀνοµμάάτων  τοῖς  αὐτοῖς  οἷσπερ  
τοὺς  οἰκειοτάάτους  τὴν  πόόλιν  ἔχοντες  προσειπεῖν.    (25.)    Μόόνοις  γὰρ  ἡµμῖν  τῶν  
Ἑλλήήνων  τὴν  αὐτὴν  τροφὸν  καὶ  πατρίίδα  καὶ  µμητέέρα  καλέέσαι  προσήήκει.  
Καίίτοι  χρὴ  τοὺς  εὐλόόγως  µμέέγα  φρονοῦντας  καὶ  περὶ  τῆς  ἡγεµμονίίας  δικαίίως  
ἀµμφισβητοῦντας  καὶ  τῶν  πατρίίων  πολλάάκις  µμεµμνηµμέένους  τοιαύύτην  τὴν  
ἀρχὴν  τοῦ  γέένους  ἔχοντας  φαίίνεσθαι.    (26.)    Τὰ  µμὲν  οὖν  ἐξ  ἀρχῆς  ὑπάάρξαντα  
καὶ  παρὰ  τῆς  τύύχης  δωρηθέέντα  τηλικαῦθ’  ἡµμῖν  τὸ  µμέέγεθόός  ἐστιν·∙  
  
  
Prose,  Passage  4:  
Plutarch,  Life  of  Titus  Flamininus,  8.1-­‐‑2.    Plutarch  discusses  the  Battle  of  
Kynoskephalai.          ζόόφος,  ου,  ὁ  =  extreme  darkness  
     

τῇ  δ᾽  ὑστεραίίᾳ  περὶ  τὸν  ὄρθρον,  ἐκ  µμαλακῆς  καὶ  νοτίίου  νυκτὸς,  εἰς  ὁµμίίχλην  
τῶν  νεφῶν  τρεποµμέένων,  ἀνεπίίµμπλατο  ζόόφου  βαθέέος  πᾶν  τὸ  πεδίίον,  καὶ  
κατῄει  παχὺς  ἐκ  τῶν  ἄκρων  ἀὴρ  εἰς  τὸ  µμεταξὺ  τῶν  στρατοπέέδων,  εὐθὺς  
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ἀρχοµμέένης  ἡµμέέρας  ἀποκρύύπτων  τοὺς  τόόπους,  οἱ  δὲ  ὑπ᾽  ἀµμφοτέέρων  
ἀποσταλέέντες  ἐφεδρείίας  ἕνεκα  καὶ  κατασκοπῆς  ἐν  πάάνυ  βραχεῖ  
περιπεσόόντες  ἀλλήήλοις  ἐµμάάχοντο  περὶ  τὰς  καλουµμέένας  Κυνὸς  κεφαλάάς,  αἳ  
λόόφων  οὖσαι  πυκνῶν  καὶ  παραλλήήλων  ἄκραι  λεπταὶ  δι᾽  ὁµμοιόότητα  τὸν  
σχήήµματος  οὕτως  ὠνοµμάάσθησαν.    γενοµμέένων  δὲ  οἷον  εἰκὸς  ἐν  τόόποις  σκληροῖς  
µμεταβολῶν  κατὰ  τὰς  φυγὰς  καὶ  διώώξεις,  ἑκάάτεροι  τοῖς  πονοῦσιν  ἀεὶ  καὶ  
ὑποχωροῦσιν  ἐπιπέέµμποντες  βοήήθειαν  ἐκ  τῶν  στρατοπέέδων,  καὶ  ἤδη  τοῦ  
ἀέέρος  ἀνακαθαιροµμέένου  καθορῶντες  τὰ  γινόόµμενα  πανστρατιᾷ  συνέέβαλον.  
τῷ  µμὲν  οὖν  δεξιῷ  περιῆν  ὁ  Φίίλιππος,  ἐκ  τόόπων  καταφερῶν  ὅλην  ἐπερείίσας  
τὴν  φάάλαγγα  τοῖς  Ῥωµμαίίοις,  τὸ  βάάρος  τὸν  συνασπισµμοῦ  καὶ  τὴν  τραχύύτητα  
τῆς  προβολῆς  τῶν  σαρισῶν  οὐχ  ὑποµμεινάάντων.  
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
Examination in Greek History 2014 

  
Time: 2 hours  
  
Directions: Complete Part I by identifying seven terms and then answer three questions  
from Part II. In choosing questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge  
(chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.  
  
Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of  
the following terms, being sure to give their chief significance.  
 
Terms: 
  
1. Decree  of  Aristoteles  
2. Gylippus  
3. Kleon  of  Athens  
4. Ptolemy  Philadelphos  
5. Ephorus  
6. Periander  
7. Antidosis  (as  a  legal  term)  
8. Ctesias  
9. Hierapytna  
10. Kleisthenes  of  Sikyon  
11. Pydna  
12. Dekeleia  
  
Part  II:  Essays.  [value,  75  points].  Answer  three  (3)  of  the  following  seven  (7)  
questions.  

 
1. When  and  how  did  the  Greeks  develop  a  sense  of  Greek  identity?    What  

criteria  were  important  in  this  discussion?  
2. What  is  the  “Spartan  mirage,”  and  how  has  it  affected  our  understanding  of  

ancient  Sparta?  
3. Discuss  the  development  of  ruler  cult  in  the  Greek  world.  
4. Explain  what  was  the  polis  in  its  institutional  structure  and  how  does  it  

compare  to  other  historical  city-­‐‑state  political  orders.  Be  mindful  of  recent  
work  on  the  nature  of  the  polis.  

5. Who  were  the  Atthidographers?  What  do  we  know  about  them  and  how  do  
we  know  it?  Discuss  briefly  two  or  three  of  their  contributions  to  our  
knowledge  of  Athenian  history.    OR    Our  written  sources  for  the  history  of  
Greek  cities  outside  of  Athens  are  somewhat  thin.    Choose  two  or  three  cities  
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and  show  how  inscriptions  and  coinage  have  contributed  to  our  knowledge  
of  those  cities.  

6. Briefly  describe  the  political  developments  in  Greece  in  490-­‐‑480  and  what  
changes  emerged  in  the  subsequent  decade.  

7. Discuss  the  Ath.  Pol.  as  a  historical  source  with  particular  reference  to  the  
elements  of  democracy.  
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2014 

 
 
Time: 2 hours  
  
Directions: Complete Part I by identifying seven terms and then answer three questions  
from Part II. In choosing questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge  
(chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.  
  
Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of  
the following terms, being sure to give their chief significance.  
  
Terms:   
  
1.   Iktinos  
2.   Carl  Blegen  
3.   Kommos  
4.   Franchthi  Cave  
5.   Siphnian  Treasury  
6.   Kritias  Boy  
7.   Derveni  Krater  
8.   Achilles  Painter  
9.     Contrapposto  
10. Thermon  
11. Stoa  Poikile  
12. Herodes  Atticus  

  
Part  II:  Essays.  [value,  75  points].  Answer  three  (3)  of  the  following  seven  (7)  
questions.  

  
1. Pick  one  methodology  of  archaeological  science  (such  as  radiocarbon,  ceramic  

petrography,  palaeobotany,  etc.)  and  give  two  or  three  specific  examples  of  
how  it  has  contributed  to  our  understanding  of  the  ancient  Greek  world.  

2. Discuss  three  examples  in  architecture  where  at  least  two  of  the  orders  have  
been  used  in  the  same  building,  and  explain  the  treatment  of  these  orders  and  
overall  appearance  of  the  building.    

3. The  Amazonomachy  is  a  popular  subject  in  wall  painting,  vase  painting  and  
architectural  sculpture  in  the  Archaic  and  Classical  periods.    Discuss  one  
example  from  each  medium  and  provide  a  context  and  interpretation  for  its  
appearance.  
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4. What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  open  area,  single-­‐‑context  
excavation  versus  trench-­‐‑and-­‐‑baulk  systems?  

5. Discuss  how  the  spatial  organization  of  houses  reflects  (or  not)  gender  
relations  in  the  ancient  Greek  world,  from  the  Archaic  to  Hellenistic  period.  
Use  specific  examples.  

6. Is  it  true  that  “the  role  which  the  palaces  played  in  the  economy  of  
Mycenaean  states  was  not  merely  significant,  but  central  and  dominant”?  

7. Discuss  the  developments  on  Euboea  in  the  Early  Iron  Age  (1100-­‐‑750  BC),  
and  assess  how  representative  they  are  of  contemporary  developments  
elsewhere  in  the  Greek  world.  
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
Examination in Greek Literature 2014 

 
Time: 2 hours  
  
Directions: Complete Part I by identifying seven terms and then answer three questions  
from Part II. In choosing questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge  
(chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.  
  
Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify seven (7) of  
the following terms, being sure to give their chief significance.  
  
Terms:   
1. Ehoiai  
2. satyr  play  
3. pnigos  
4. Timaeus  of  Tauromenium  
5. ekkuklema  
6. Simonides  
7. pinakes  
8. Theognis  
9. Polybius  
10. hemiepes  
11. Hecataeus  
12. Aristophanes  of  Byzantium  
  

Part  II:  Essays.  [value,  75  points].  Answer  three  (3)  of  the  following  seven  (7)  
questions.  

1. Scholars  have  suggested  that  Old  Comedy  had  an  educative  function  in  
addition  to  its  value  as  entertainment,  even  that  it  had  “a  normative  thrust,  
albeit  often  in  a  reversed  and  transformed  manner.”    Choose  two  plays  of  
Aristophanes  and  use  them  to  explore  the  extent  to  which  you  agree  or  
disagree  with  the  preceding  characterization  of  Old  Comedy.  

2. Eros  was  acknowledged  as  a  mighty  force  in  the  Greek  imaginary.    Choose  at  
least  two  (and  not  more  than  three)  literary  genres  and  assess  the  role  played  
by  eros  in  each.  

3. Writing  on  tragedy,  Dio  Chrysostom  says  that  Aeschylus’  treatment  of  the  
chorus  is  “more  tragic  and  simpler,”  while  that  of  Euripides  is  “more  political  
and  more  precise.”    What  do  you  think  he  means,  and  where  might  Sophocles  
fit  into  this  picture?  
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4. Thucydides  famously  asserts  that  his  history  lacks  the  “mythical  element”  (to  
muthodes).    What  does  he  mean  by  this  and  how  does  he  compare  to  
Herodotus  in  this  respect?  

5. Although  the  Iliad  is  generally  seen  as  a  war  poem  and  the  Odyssey  a  poem  
about  family,  family  relations  have  much  to  do  with  the  Iliad.    Choose  two  or  
three  characters  and  show  some  of  the  ways  that  family  relations  affect  the  
action  of  the  Iliad.  

6. The  careful  specification  by  Greek  writers  of  the  Second  Sophistic  of  their  
relationship  to  the  Roman  present  has  been  identified  as  one  of  the  defining  
characteristics  of  of  the  Greek  literature  of  this  period.    What  was  the  nature  
of  this  relationship  and  how  was  it  expressed?  

7. Greek  lyric  poetry  of  the  Archaic  and  early  Classical  period  often  oscillates  
between  the  mythological  past  and  ritual  present.    Choose  at  least  two  lyric  
poets  and  write  an  essay  in  which  you  examine  the  nature  and  purpose  of  
this  oscillation.  
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