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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

FOUNDED 1881 www.ascsa.edu.gr

January 24, 2018

Dear Colleague,

Thank you for agreeing to arrange for the administration and invigilation of the Regular
Membership/Fellowship exam for the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. If you
have not already been in touch, please contact your candidate(s) to arrange for the exact time and
place of the exam, and to arrange for the use of an appropriate computer. I have enclosed an
instruction sheet for the exam-takers (with an extra copy for your reference) that you may want
to distribute in advance. Candidates have already been contacted by e-mail about this.

All exams are to be given on Saturday, February 3, 2018. All candidates must take two of the
four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History, Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek
Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although candidates stated on their applications which
exams they wished to take, we are including all exams. Please make sure that all applicants are
given the opportunity to review all exams and all questions on the exams before deciding which
two exams they will choose to take.

I leave to your discretion the exact scheduling of the exams and also the exact style of
invigilation. Most proctors do not find it practical or necessary to “sit over” a student for four
hours. The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write
their examinations as Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken
arms and other problems.) When you make arrangements with the candidate(s) about time and
place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for use of a computer that has neither files
useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st century technology, the latter
may in some instances simply be the candidate’s commitment not to log on to the Internet during
each exam, but you will need to come to an agreement with the candidate ahead of time. We also
ask that a candidate not have a cell phone in the room during the exams.

At the end of each exam, the candidate will give or send you a Word file for that exam. When the
candidate has completed both exams, please print out a hard copy of the two files, in case
something should go awry, and then send the Word file to "application@ascsa.org" as
attachments to an e-mail by Monday, February 5.

Please glance over the files; we have instructed the candidates to give the files names such as
“JonesGrk™ and “SchlieHist” and to put their own names only on a cover sheet or at the top of
the first page. All names and other identifying information will be removed in Princeton, before
the files are sent to the members of the Committee for scoring.



If a candidate has what you judge to be a legitimate reason why she/he cannot WriSAM(E L E

a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with Alicia Dissinger (adissinger(@ascsa.org) who
will send out alternate instructions.

The committee has worked hard to make the exams clear, fair, and error-free. If there is any last-
minute panic over ambiguity, students should do the best they can, briefly stating how they have
chosen to interpret or answer a question they find confusing. Students should be reassured that
we give partial credit.

Please feel free to contact me by e-mail during the week before the exam if there is anything I
can do to help. In case of problems that arise during the actual exam, I shall be available between
9 am. and 5 p.m. EST at (484) 557-2086 (cell) on test day, February 3; you may also e-mail me
at jmcinern@sas.upenn.edu with any last minute questions. I thank you on behalf of the
Committee and the School for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Acting Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships

Enclosures
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Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions have sometimes been glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 7 of 13 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 of 9 essay topics. Please read
the whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Acting Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2018

COPY FOR PROCTOR
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Instructions for candidates

As a Regular Member applicant you are expected to take two two-hour exams (a total of four hours of
examination). All candidates must take two of the four following exams: Greek Translation, Greek History,
Greek Art and Archaeology, and Greek Literature. Each exam is two hours long. Although you stated on your
application which exams you intended to take, we have sent a full set to your proctor. You are being given the
opportunity to review all exams and all questions before deciding which two exams you will choose to take.

All examinations, including the Greek Translation, are to be taken without the use of dictionaries, notes, or
other outside help. We do give partial credit on the Greek, so write down everything you know, even if you
have not completed the passages perfectly. On the Greek Translation exam, candidates translate two of six
passages—one passage of prose, one passage of poetry. The exam includes poetry and prose from all periods,
from no fixed reading list, and, in fact, tend to be passages students will not have read. The purpose of the
Greek exam is to evaluate reading proficiency. No dictionaries or other aids are permitted, but unusual words or
constructions have sometimes been glossed.

The other three exams are set up with two sections. Part I (value, 25 points) asks candidates to identify, in a
sentence or two, 7 of 13 items. In Part II (value, 75 points) candidates choose 3 of 9 essay topics. Please read
the whole exam and allocate your time carefully in order to complete all parts of the exams.

The Committee on Admissions and Fellowships is requesting that all candidates write their examinations as
Word files on a computer, if possible. (Exceptions will be made for broken arms and other problems.) When
you make arrangements with your proctor about time and place for the exams, you will also need to arrange for
use of a computer that has neither files useful for writing the exams nor access to the Internet; given 21st
century technology, the latter may simply be your promise not to log on to the Internet during each exam, but
you will need to work this out with the proctor ahead of time. We also ask that you not have a mobile phone
with you in the examination room.

At the end of each exam, you should have a Word file for that exam; preferably the file name will be a
combination of your name or its abbreviation and the exam, e.g., Schliemann’s history exam would be
“SchlieHist”, Jones’ Greek translation would be “JonesGrk”, etc. Give a copy of the file to your proctor, before
beginning the next exam. After completion of both exams, the proctor will make a hard copy of the files and
send the Word files to "application@ascsa.org" as attachments to an e-mail.

If, for some reason, you are not able to write the exam on a computer, please be in contact ahead of time with
Alicia Dissinger (adissinger@ascsa.org) who will send out alternate instructions.

Your exams will be read and graded anonymously. Therefore, your name should appear only at the top of the
first page or on a cover sheet for each exam, along with the title of the exam and your university. All names of
candidates and other identifying information will be removed from the files before they are distributed to the
members of the Committee.

Best of luck!

Sincerely,

Jeremy Mclnerney
Acting Chair, Committee on Admissions and Fellowships
January 24, 2018

COPY FOR STUDENT
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Examination 2018

Examination in Greek 2018

Time: 2 hours

Instructions: Translate two (2) of the following passages, one poetry, one prose (50

points each).

Poetry, Passage 1:

Hesiod, Shield of Herakles 57-77. Herakles slays Kyknos.

Os kai Kukvov émepvev, ApnTiddnv peydbupov.
eUpe Yap év Tepével ékatnPoAou AmdAAwvos
auToV Kal TaTépa dv Apnv, daTov TToAéuolo,
TeUxeol Aautropévous oéhas s Tupos aibouévolo,
E0TAOT v dippw: xBdva 8 EkTuTrov ckées (ol
vUooovTes XNAToL, kOvis 8¢ 0@  aupidedriel

KOTITOpEVT TTAEKTOTOW U  &puact kai ooty {Trrwv.

dpuaTa & eutroinTa kai &vtuyes aupapdaPifov*
(TrTeov iepéveov: kexapnTo d¢ Kukvos auipwv,
gATrépEVOs Alds uidv dprjiov fivioxdv Te

XAAKS BNichoety Kai &Trd KAuTa Teuxea SUoel.
AAAG ol eUxwAéwv ouk EkAue DoiBos ATTOAAwV:
auTds Ydp ol émddpoe Binv HpakAnein.

mav & &Aoos kai Pwopds ATTéAAwvos TTayacaiou
AduTev Umrai* Sewoio Beol Teuxéwv Te kai aUTou:
TUp 8" s d@BaAucov ameAdumeTo. Tis kev ékeivou
£TAn BunTos €cov kaTevavTiov Spundijval

AV ¥’ ‘HpakAfjos kai kudaAipou loAdou;

Kefvwov yap peydAn te Rin kal xeipes &atTol

£€ copwv emépukov £t oTiRapoiol péAeoow.

8s pa TOB’ rvioxov Tpooéen kpaTepov ldoAaov:

Poetry, Passage 2:

60

65

70

75

* “were rattling”

* poetic for Umo

Sophocles, Antigone 556-576. Death will put an end to this marriage.

lounvn AAN oUk éTT &ppriTols Ye TOTS Enols Adyols.
AvTiydvn KaAGds oU pév ToTls, Tols & £ycd '8dkouv ppPoveiv.
lourjvn kal unv ion vev éotw 1 'EapapTia.

AvTiyévn Bdpoet: oU pev Cijs, 1) 8 &urn wuxn méAal
TEBvnkev, COOTE Tols Bavouotv copeleiv.

Kpécwv T TATdé Pt TCOOE TNV HEV AP Ticos
&vouv Tepavlal, TNy & &’ oU T& TPAT EQu.

560



Tourjvn oU y&p ToT, dvag, oud’ &s &v BA&oTn pével
voUs Tols Kaks TTpdoocoucty, AN’ éfioTaTal.

Kpéwv ool youv, 86 efAou oUv kakols TPACOEV Kakd.
lourivn Ti yap névn pot tiod’ &tep Bicdooipov;

Kpéwov &AN’ 1ide pévTtol - ury Aéy’: oU yap €0t T
lounvn AAA& KTeVETS vupgeia ToU cauToU TEKVOU;
Kpéwv APLOCIUOL Yp XATEPwWV ElOIV YUal.

lourvn oUx €5 Y’ ékelvep TNHBE T Ny npuoopéva.
Kpéwov KAKAS €y yuvaikag Uiéol OTUYy .

AvTiydvn & piAtad’ Aluov, cds 0" adTipdel TaTrp.

Kpéwov &yav ye AuTrels kai oU kai TO oov Aéxos.
Xopds N Y&p oTePrioEls THode TOV cauToU ydvov;
Kpécwov ‘A1dns 6 Tavowv ToUodE ToUs YAUOUS EQU.
Xopds BeSoypév’, cos £oike, Tvde kaTHavEIv.
Poetry, Passage 3:

Theocritus, Idyll 15.80-99. Praxinoa’s long vowels
Mpagwéda

otV 'ABavaia, Tolai 0@’ émévacav épifot,

Tolol foypdgol TakpiRéa ypdupat éypayav.

0§ ETUl’ EOTAKAVTI, Kai €os ETUl EudIvelvTl,

Euypux’, oUK EvupavTd. copdv Tol Xpiijl cOvBpTTos.
auTos & s BanTds e Apyupéas KATEKEITAL

KAlOUG, TTpaTov foulov &Trd kpoTAPwv KaTaPdAAwvy,
6 TppiAnTos “ABwvis, & kv "AxépovTi PiAeiTal.

“Etepos Zévos

Tavoaoh’ @ SvoTavol, dvdvuta kwTiAAolocal
TPUYdves. Ekkvaioeuv Tt TAaTeldodoloal &mavTa.

Mopydd

SAMPLE

565

570

575

80

85

u&, TéBev cOvBpcoros; Ti Bt Tiv*, ei keoTiAan eipés; * pron 2nd sg dat doric

TACAUEVOS ETMTAOOE. 2upakooials EmTacocels;  indeclform

o5 & £idijs kai ToUTo: Kopivbial eipgs &vaobev,
o5 kai 6 BeAAepopdv: TTehomrovvaocioti AaAeUpes:
Acopicdev & EEeoTi Bokd Tols Awpiéeoot.

90
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Mpawéda

un eUn MeAitcddes 65 audov kapTepos ein,
TAQV £vds. oUk AAéy . urj Lol Kevedv ATTONEETS. 95

Mopyd

otyn Mpagwda: uéAAel TOV “ABoviv deidelv

& Tés 'Apyeias Buydtnp ToAnidpis do1dds,

&Tis kal mépuoty TOV idAepov dpioTeuoe.
pBeyEeitai T1 04@’ oida kaAdv: BiabpumteTal 1)8n.

Prose, Passage 1:
Andocides 1.4-6. My enemies think I should flee.

avUTika £y TOAAGVY pot admayyeAAdvTwov 8Tt Aéyolev oi éxBpol

s &pa Eyco oUT &v Uttopeivaipt oixrjoouai Te pevywv, -- “Ti yap &v
kai BouAdpevos Avdokidns dydva ToooUTov UTroueiveley, ¢ EEe0TI HEv
AeABSVTI EvTelBev Exelv TAvTa Ta EmTSeia, 0Tt 8¢ TAeUoavVTI Eig
Kutpov, 86ev Trep tikel, Y1 ToAAT kal &yabn Sidopévn kai Swpedv
UTdpxovoa; oUTos &pa BouArjoeTal Tepl TOU OOUATOS TOU £auToU
kiwduveloay; eis Ti admoPAéwas; oUx 6pd TNV TOAW MUV cos Sidkertat;”
£y 8¢, @ &udpes, TOAU TV évavTiav TouTols yvaunv éxw. &AAobi Te
Yap v TavTa Ta dyadd éxelv oTePSUEVOS TTis TTaTPIdos OUK &v
SeCalunv: This Te ToAews oUTwo Siakelpévns cdoTep avuTol ol éxbpol
Aéyouot, ToAU ¥y’ &v auTiis u&AAov éyco oAitns de€aiunv

glvat 1) €Tépwav TTéAewv, al fows Tdvu pot SokolTo év T TapdvTi
EUTUXETV, GTTEP Y1YVEOOKWY ETMETPEYA dlayvddval UV Tept ToU
OWUATOS TOU EUauTOU.

Prose, Passage 2:
Aeneas Tacticus IV. 8-12. Peisistratus deals with the Megarians

TTewoiotpdTw yap Abnvaicwv oTtpatnyoivTi

EENYYEANON 811 oi ek Meydpcov ol emixelpoiev apikduevol TAoiols
¢mBeocBal vukTOs Tals TV ABnvaicwy yuvaifiv Becuopdpla ayovoais
¢v ‘EAevoivi: 6 8¢ TTeioioTpaTtos dkovoas Tpoevridpeucev. £mel 8¢ ol

g€k TV Meydpov cos AeAnBoTes améPnoav kai &mod Tiis 6aAdtTns
gyévovTo, éEavaoTas 6 TTeicioTpaTos TV vedpeubBévTeov Te Gudpddov
EKpaTnOoEY Kai Siépbelpev ToUs TAeioTous, kKal Tév TAoicwv ols
APIKOVTO EYKPATTS EYEVETO. ETIEITA TTAPAXPTUAX TOIS EQUTOU
oTpaTicdTals TANPoas T& TAola EAaPe TGV yuvalkéov Tés
gmtndeloTdTas oupmAeloal, Kai KaTiyeTo eis T& Méyapa oyt
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ATWTEPW ThS TOAEWS. KaTI®OVTES oUv T TTAOTa TTPooTAéovTa
ATy Tov ToAAol Tév Meyapécwov, al Te ouvapxial kai oi &AAot,
Becopevol o eikds aixHaAddToUs dyouévas cos TAeloTas... Kai HET
ey xep1dicov amoPavTes Tous pév kataBaAeiv, doous 8¢ &v duvaivto
TGV EMPavVecTETwWY ouvapTdlew eis Té& TAoia. kal oUtas
ETPGxON. 8ijAov olv 8TI HET& CUOOT|UOV KAl UT| &Y VOOUHEVWVY TIPS
aAArAous, Tas abpoioels kai Tés Tépyels Bel Toleioban.

Prose, Passage 3:

Eusebius, Historia ecclesiastica 6.1. The Severan Persecutions

‘Ws 8¢ kal Zeufipos BlyHov KaTa TV EkkAnoiv ékivel, Aaumpd piv TV
Umep evoeBeias AOANTGOVY katd MavTta TOTTOV AMeTeEAEITO papTUpla, UAAloTa
8 wANBuey ¢ AAeEavdpeias, TV & AlyumTtou kai ©nPaidos amdons
auTébL chomep €T péyloTov ABANTGY Beol TapaTeuTopévwy oTEdlov dik
KOPTEPIKWTATNS Te TolkiAwv Pacdvwy kal BavdTou TpdTwvy UTToHovTis Tous
Tapd Bedd oTepdvous dvadoupévwv: v ofs kai Aecovidng, 6 Aeyduevos
‘Wpryévous TaTtrip, TN kepaArv doTunbeis, véov koudij kataAeiel

TOV aida &g 8r) émolas ¢ ekeivou Trepl TOV Belov Adyov Trpoaipéoews v,

oUk &xalpov dix Ppaxiwv BieAbelv TG pdAioTa ToAvv elval Tapd Tols
ToAAoTs TOV Tept autoU PeBonuévov Adyov. ToAA& pgv olv &v Tis eirol Tov Biov
ToU Avdpds €v oxoAf] Tapadolival i ypa@iis TEIPIUEVOS, déorTo & &v kai
idlas UtTobéoecos 1) meEpl avUToU ouvTalist ducos 8 Nuels el ToU TapdvTos
gmTENOHEVOL TA TTAEToTa B Bpaxéwv cos oldv Te, dAlya &TTa TGV Tepl auTdOV
SieAeuocdueba, €k Tveov ETIoTOAGV Kal ioTopias TGV kai eis Nuas T6 Bl
TepUAQY VeV auToU Yvwpinwy Ta SnAoUneva péPOVTES.
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination 2018

Examination in Greek Art and Archaeology 2018

Time: 2 hours

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify seven (7)
of the following eighteen terms, being sure to give their chief significance.

Ulu Burun Kolonos Agoraios Vergina

koloures Douris xoanon

Nereid monument sphyrelaton Selinunte

prostas skeuomorphism Pantokrator

ekphora Amasis painter Harriet Boyd Hawes
Ludovisi throne Phocaean Red Slip Ware Babylas

Part II: Essays [value, 75 points]
Answer three (3) questions, trying to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.

1. Compare and contrast the architectural refinements and techniques of Minoan
and Mycenaean palaces, and discuss how the parallels and divergences
intersect with other forms of evidence (metalwork, gems, painting, ceramics).

2. The miniature arts of seal stones reach from Early Minoan through the
Hellenistic: discuss the insights these objects offer. Your foci may include
developments in the techniques of production; sources and transportation of
raw materials; the social and economic contexts in which these objects
functioned; their function in the investigation of religion and ritual.

3. Describe the emergence of the Geometric style in vase painting, including its
chronology, relationship to other crafts, and centers of production. Include
discussion of the debates regarding its role in the expression of traditional
narratives.

4. Describe the techniques of production of life-size or larger bronze statues, and
the scholarly pathways by which we understand these. You may wish to
consider the sources of materials, the distinctions among different techniques,
changes over time and our capacity to understand bronzes based on images
and replicas in other forms.

5. The Gigantomachy is depicted on vases and in sculptural form from the
Archaic through the Hellenistic period; discuss examples from throughout this
range, and provide a context and interpretation for its appearance.



10.
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How is the political incorporation of Greek territories within the Roman state
visible in the archaeological record? Refer to specific sites, monuments,
iconography or techniques of production; you may draw on examples from
the mainland, the islands and Asia Minor.

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of survey archaeology as opposed
to site-based excavations.

Textile production extended from household to palace to industrial levels, and
had an important role in communicating narratives and generating wealth.
Preservation of woven goods, however, is minimal within the Greek world.
Describe the evidence on which analysis of ancient textiles is based, and the
historical role of these goods in terms of production, aesthetics, value and
international exchange.

Assess the changes in major trading networks connecting the Mediterranean
with the East from the 2™ to 7" centuries AD. What role did state power,
whether Byzantine or Sassanian or other, play in shaping exchange during this
period?

Discuss the results of archaeological research on the Late Antique countryside
in the last generation. In particular, assess the emergence of ecclesiastical
foundations as social and economic centers.
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American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination 2018

Examination in Greek History 2018

Time: 2 hours

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points]. In one or two sentences, identify seven (7)
of the following 18 terms, being sure to give their chief significance.

neokoros Sea Peoples Eustathios Maleinos
Ionian revolt isopoliteia synoikismos
Belisarius Mt. Pangaion mousike

Battle of Plataia Al Mina Peace of Nikias

St Saviour in Chora Arsinoé I epikleros

Battle of Issos agoge proxenia

Part II: Essays [value, 75 points]
Answer three (3) questions, trying to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and by subject matter) as possible.

1. Describe the chronology and material evidence for exchange between Minoan
Crete and Egypt; what is the evidence for the change or continuity in these
sealanes in the Mycenaean period?

2. Describe how the discoveries at Lefkandi have challenged the term ‘Dark
Ages’, and shaped ongoing discussion of the early Iron Age.

3. Describe the economic, political and social impacts of tyranny as a political
system. In your answer consider both the positive and negative aspects of
tyranny.

4. Describe the context, leaders and outcome of the Sicilian expedition, and its
impact on the Peloponnesian war.

5. Describe the historical context for the emergence of the metics of Athens,
noting relevant individuals as well as civic and economic frameworks. What
did metics gain by assuming this status in Athens, and what were the
limitations attendant on their status?

6. In what ways should Alexander the Great be seen as a traditional Argead
king? In what ways did he institute a new style of kingship?

7. In what ways did Greek communities resist Roman rule? Discuss examples
from the middle Republic to early Empire.
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Piracy and Privateers: As a maritime power, Greece has a long history of
encounters with violent action on the seas that combines predation and risk
with economic benefit. Consider the evidence for piracy, both state sponsored
and independent, in the ancient Greek world; discuss its economic costs as
well as benefits, and the institutional responses to these risks.

If one were to write a history of Athens in the 31 century AD, it what ways
would it be different from a history of Athens in the 31 century BC?

“Christian euergetism was not destined to replace pagan forms of civic virtue
in the tableaux of [Byzantine] urban life.” In what ways does euergetism
represent the appropriation of pagan social structures in the emerging world of
late antique Christianity?



SAMPLE

American School of Classical Studies at Athens
Examination 2018

Examination in Greek Literature 2018

Time: 2 hours

Directions: Answer Part I and three questions from Part II.
In choosing which questions to answer, try to show as broad a range of knowledge
(chronological, geographical, and subject matter) as possible.

Part I: Identifications [value, 25 points] In one or two sentences, identify seven (7)
of the following terms, being sure to give their significance.

dithyramb epitaphios logos Archilochus
epyllion scholia Androtion
Euhemerus Stesichorus Photius
Milesian tale Hesychius Philostorgios
Dio Chrysostom Agathon bucolic diaeresis
Zonaras epitome enjambment

Part II: Essays [value, 75 points] Answer three (3) of the following questions.

1. What precisely is meant by the Epic Cycle? What is the relationship between the
poems of the Epic Cycle and the work ascribed to Homer?

2. lonic iambos and Old Comedy are sometimes viewed as generically affiliated.
Considering their origins, development and social function, how similar are these
genres and how does the relationship between them inform our understanding of
them?

3. Polemical invective has been described as central to the Hellenistic historian’s
craft, but can be seen at work in the writing of 5t century historians as well. Discuss
the role of invective in shaping the rhetorical stance of Herodotus and Thucydides.

4. Writing of Euripides’ Ion, Nicole Loraux comments, “In the interchange between
myth and polis . . . the present never ceases to break through the surface of the past
since what is near is intermingled with what is far away.”

Discuss this phenomenon in relation to at least two other Athenian tragedies.

5. How did Alexandrian poets reconcile the ‘bookishness’ of their poetry with earlier
traditions of performance poetry?

6. “From Corinna to Hypatia, the story of women’s literature in ancient Greece is a
sad tale of suppression, denial and marginalization.” Is this a reasonable assessment?
Discuss the place of the female author in the history of ancient Greek literature.



7. A good deal of recent research on Greek poetry has focused on musical

accompaniment. What is the evidence for the performance of Greek poetry and how
has our understanding of ancient Greek music changed in the last generation?

8. Aelius Aristides is often seen as a paradigm of the Second Sophistic. In what ways
is the Roman Oration typical of Greek literature produced in the Roman Empire?

9. “When one reads the works of such Church historians as Eusebius and Sozomen,
one is frequently struck by the simple fact that Church History is a branch of late
antique universal history.” Is this a fair assessment of Greek historiography in the 4th
and 5th centuries AD?

10. Anthony Kaldellis has written, “Psellos ... very self-consciously revolutionalized
intellectual life without regard for our categories and narratives...” Discuss the role
of Michael Psellos in the transformation of Greek literary culture in 11™ century
Byzantium.

10





