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THE LIFE OP HERODES ATTICdS

-oOo -

A professor of rhetoric who oppressed the people of

Athens with his tyranny, a restorer of cities and a donor of

theatres and stadiums who was accused of cruel and unfilia^

actions, an admired and revered instructor of youth, who was

brought to trial for the murder of his pregnant wife, such

are the conflicting descriptions of Herodes Atticus, who domi

nated the Athens of his day financially and intellectually,

and who left memorials of hie wealth and power which in their

extent and scale are worthy of an emperor.

In Spite of a disregard of chronology and ordered arrange

ment, the account of Herodes in "The Lives of the Sophists"

of Philostratus and the reference to him in the other "Lives"

give a vivid picture of the man and his relations to the period

in which he lived. The author is an ardent admirer of the

great sophist, whose attainments in various types of eloquence

and learning , put him ahead of all rivals, but ready as Philo

stratus is to defend Herodes from the charges which assailed

him from corruption of magistrates to uxoricide, a love of

anecdote results in the inclusion of many incidents which do

not redound to the credit of his protagonist. Our confidence

in the justness of the picture is encouraged by the knowledge

that among the important sources were the correspondence of

Herodes, contemporary declamations and written document®? and

oonyersation with tuoee "ho had known Herodes

; cii1. 5€« pos fte.
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Atticus Herodes of Marathoa, as it appears in its fullast form,

vas th© scion of a prominant and wealthy family with large es

tates centred chiefly about Marathon. Marcellus, in his memor

ial verses to Regilla at the Triopium near Rome, hails Herodes

as a member of the family of the Ceryoee and thus descended
2

from Hermes and Horse, the daughter of Cecrope. The more

immediate ancestry is almost as difficult to establish, but a

large number of scattered inscriptions, especially those from

Delphi and the Exedra at Olympia, give the main branches of

the family tree. Philoetratus says that Herodeo took great

• pride in his descent from the Aeacids and especially Miltiades

and Cimon on account of their great services to Athens and
5

the rest of Greece. The name of Eucles of Marathon, the

son of Eucles, in a list from the theatre at Delos provides a

record of the family that goes back to the last quarter if the

aecond century B.C. Another Eucles, the son of Herodes,

appears as phylarch of the tribe Aiantis in the Pythaid of
Agathocles, in the year 106/S, and from this Herodes, who

was apparently the brother of the^older of the two aforemen
tioned Marathonians named Eucles, the direct line of descent

can be traced to the great rhetorician. The Herodes who was

archon In 60/59 1. probably the grandaon of tho oarli.r Horod.a
and has a> hlo aon Euclea, who for at leaat tho laot third of

-«aao+ ^-p Pvthian Apollo and served also asthe century was priest of pyT/nia«

gonoral of hoplitoa. w. too. that tho father of Hipparohuo,
T SIO, 859 and Ol3~IJ}J with oommont of Oraindor B.O.H. LI

(I927)» P* 279 irsAA Mma • According to pau-
2. Kalbo . £_gi_^"oj£ Horiooo and Aglauruo.

o'nn'oSro^ilth th. O.ryo.a 1.
in.orlptlon from Elouolo (SIS, 857) to honor of B.gllla,

Ma Wifo, whloh atat.o that h. wa. a director
of tho Mysteries.

VoS. 11$ I vvvTT /lonfl'J D 555. N® 245 and p. 441

t: in ^plgr'-F^c. 2. p. 35. N' B8. 1- .?
' 'Vjl'WI»WK. .

1
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thought that the proBecution did not take place until thie reign

However, it ie conceivable that ho might be priest after the

1080 of his estates under an earlier Emperor. The importance

of the confiscated estates of Hipparchua, which were eold by the

Imperial Treasury, can be inferred from their produce being made

the single exception in a law of Hadrian limiting the amount

of oil which could be exported from Athens.

The low ebb of the family fortunes was remedied during the

reign of JJerva with the discovery Atticus, the son of Hippar-
ohue, of a vast treasure in one of his houses near the theatre.

He informed Nerva and awaited the imperial commands in regard

to his find, and, when Nerva ordered him to use it, he replied

that its vastnesB was beyond his station. However, after the
Emperor eent back word "Then misuse your windfall, for yours
it Attlc"" aooepted hie good luck and thus strengthened
the foundations of the wealth of his illustrrious son. Of
the many wild solutions of the problem of the origin of this
money, perhaps the most startling is the statement that it was
part of the treasure left hidden by Xerxes in a cleft of the
Acropolis.^ Amore commonly accepted theory and one which
accords with general probability and our specific knowledge
is that the money was hidden during the period when the family
was under suspicion of the emperor at «ome, probably Domitian,
and wa. almply brought to ll«ht und.r a more lonlant rulo.
TroFJnrd^-TTT: O. h. xxxvih (1914) p. 410 CD ^
{• fs f II. Suida.<o.h.J>'Hp"Wl«J4..J ypy'ividanily^hr. in .ttrlbuting tho^dioco^^^

fddlnr.luli" i" H.r.d.., .nd in n.aing Plu-
tarchuB as the father of AtticuS.

4. u"iani, P«S02_«-4^t!liliiS!l-S225.' <- 4"

the tremsure
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Atticus served as high priest of the Augustalia and was

honored for his virtues by a decree of the Greeks who had con

vened at Platea to celebrate the ancient victory over the Per

sians.' The high priest and his wife, Vibullia Alcia, were
honored for their good works by statues and a golden crown dur

ing the prytany of the tribe Aiantis, and also by the other
tribes individually.^ The council of the Areopagus and the
Council of the Six Hundred did honor to the benefactions of

Atticus and his sister Claudia Athenais.

The Attici represent in the fullest degree the type of

private citizen, who, throughout the provincial cities of Rome
particularly in the second century A.D., dominated his parti
cular region and. by the occupancy of magistracies and priest-
hooda which rculr.d great axp.ndltur.a froM hla prlwate fund.
.. an axpeotad payment for honor, oonferred and by the erhlbl-
tion of a public .pint almoet demanded of the affluent by the

•common people, maintained the erton.ive public In.titutlon.,
temple., game., and banquet, and financed the building of road,
and bridge, and other public work.. A. in the oa.e of Herode.
the wealth of the.e cititen. wa. enormou. and they themeelve.

u-w. «•(» /.aftfls leaders in the intellectual life of
wdre in a number of cases leau***

44.40. Ab Professor Rostovtzeff has pointed outtheir oommunities. as

j OW.4-wo n gration of wealth, as contrasted with itsthere was a deoentralizaxi""

former concentration In the hand, of the e.natorial olae. at
Rome. But in the provincial dti.e land owner.hip and profit.
TT'CIO VII, 850?r Of. Plutarch ArUt. XIX, 7
5.' 010 III' «69-<572 and 674

pp. 157"^^ ^

If
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created difficultioe in hie human relationships is indicated by

the encounter which he had on Mt. Ida with the proconsul Anto

ninus. The road was narrow and rough and apparently the middle

seemed desirable to both parties. Philostratus insists that

the shoving never turned into blows, and he regards the silence

on this point of Herodea' great opponent Demostratus as conclu

sive evidence that there were no materials for a formal charge,

but popular opinion wac not unready to asBociate violence with
1

the name of Herodes.

That Eerodes availed himself of the opportunities for con

tact »/ith the greajj^ sophists of Asia Minor and that his own
reputation at this period inspired respect is illustrated by

his relations with Polemo, whom he regarded throughout his life

as the greatest orator. "Herodes you must know, felt a keener

desire to succeed in ex_tempore epeaking than to be called a

consul and the descendant of consuls, and so, before he was ac

quainted with polemo, he came to Smyrna in order to study him.

It was at the tine when Herodes was regulating the status of the

free cities. When he had embraced Polemo and saluted him very

affectionately by kissing him on the mouth, he asked, 'Father,

when shall I hear you declaim?' Wow Herodes thought that he

would put off the declamation and would say that he hesitated

to run any risks in the presence of co great a man, but Polemo,

without any »uoh pretext, replied! 'Hear se declaim today, and
let US be going.' Herodes says that when he heard this he was

struck with admiration of the man and the ready facility both

of hie tongue and brain. This incident illustrates Polemo's
pride and, by Zeus, the cleverness with which he was wont to
T7~v7s7"ff7~T7'^i i i

iI •' ,1''

i .1
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Athenals Gavidia Latiarie, the daughter of Herodes and Regilla}

(8) (on the same haae as Athenaie) Lucius Claudius Vibullius

RegilluB Herodes, the son of Herodes and Regilla; (9) (added

considerably later) Lucius Vibullius Hipparchus; and (10)

(added probably at the same time as the preceding) Athenaie the

daughter of Hipparchus. There are apparently five bases miss

ing since the two youngest children of Herodes are on one base

and there was room for two bases in each of the seven niches,

Regilla herself, her paternal grandfather, her mother, and the

father and grandfather of Herodes were probably the others.

The Exedra can be only approximately dated. Marcus Aurelius

and Faustina were married in |45 and the fact that there are

statues to two of their children makes 14? the terminus post

quem. The death of Regilla by l6l gives the terminus ante
quem. The absence of Anna Lucilia who was born to Faustina

and Marcus in 150 or 151 does not provide a certain terminus

^nte quem since the bases for the imperial family are not com

plete, and the date of RegiHa's priesthood is uncertain.
The identities of Lucius Vibullius Hipparchus and Athe-

nai8ii*>e, the daughter of Hipparchus have been much debated.
Oraindor believes that this Hipparchus was the grandson of Hero

des, on the basis of the name and the relative dates of the
in.crlptlon.. H. out a hlth.rto n.gl.ot.d point,

^ « Tiiciue Vibullius, the son of Vibullius
that Herodes adopted a Lucxup

Rufua. Through hi. moth.r Herodas .aa r.lat.d to th. faally
of tho Tlbulli, and Polyd.uolon .a. a mamb.r of it. Th. adop-

^ ansilv be accounted for by the desire oftion of Lucius can easixy^
«rt*.+ hv heir. the pleaaurs-loving nature of hieHerodes for a worthy nea-r*

2* 5FiiId«T5^B."H.'̂ XXXTIII (1914) PP- J63-568. S.. al.o
T.S. II, *. *

-»—^
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elder son Atticus made the death of hie other children parti

cularly bitter. Herodes had brought him up with twenty-four

boys of his age, called after the different letters, in order

to overcome his difficulties in mastering the alphabet. The

reports which Herodes received misrepresented him as foolish,

bad at his letters, and of a dull memory, and his drunkenness

and amorous tendencies led the disappointed father to adapt a

verse of Homer ss follows:

yico fc>s Acctreroti olKO*.

Herodes' will conferred all but Regilla's estates upon other

heirs, an act regarded as inhuman by the Athenians, In spite

of his lack of zeal Atticus had a highly successful career,
2

including the consulship in 18I. The death of the younger

"son had provided Demonax another opportunity to criticize the

excessive grief of Herodes, when the latter was shut up in a

dark room mourning the loss of his child. Demonax promised to

raise his son if he would name three men who had never mourned

for anyone. When Herodes was unable to do this, Demonax

pointed out that his suffering was not beyond endurance since

everybody experienced it. When the death of Regilla about l6l
had removed Herodes' hopes of an heir being born to him. he

adopted his relative, whose name then became Lucius Vibullius
Claudius Herodes.

The death of Athenais, or Panathenaie as Philostratus
calls h.r, caused great eorrc, tc Hercdes, but thi. »a. miti
gated by the Athenians »ho sliced her tc be burled In the city
and decreed that the day on ehloh she died should be taken out
of the year. "But, when his other daughter Elplnlce dl.djilBO,

Odyssey 6A0 and SIG, b62 ^
2, Ppposop. Imp. Rom. ,p.
5. Lucian, Bern. 25
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years i66 and i69, since Lucius Vsrue was still alive and with
1

Marcus Aurelius had acquired the title Armenian and Parthian.

The inscription states that the ©phaboe owe their white cloaks

to the distinguished public spirit of Tiberius Claudius Herodes

of Marathon, the great high priest. There ia a brief descrip

tion of the unanimous vote on the proposal that the ephobes

should woar whit© on the days that they go in pr„cosfinon to Eleu-

ais. Herodes' words are given: apheboa, leave it to me,

you will not lack white cloaks."

Herodes' conspicuous public services seem to have con

tinued to accompany a disregard of the rights of the citizens of

Athens. From the fact that the Emperor Marcus later saw fit
2

to punish the freedmer. of Herodes we may assume that Demostratus

and his aseociatee had justification for organizing the people

against Herodes. It is not surprising that tno combination of

financial domination, a tremendouely energetic nature, and great

oratorical powers should have led Herodes to exceed his strict
rights in endeavouring to enforce his will in Athens. The

accusers Herodes were noteworthy citizens, Demostratus, their

loader, a member of the family of the Lyconidea and son-in-law

of praxagoras, who shared his sympathies, held the office of

archon eponymous, general of hoplites, gymnasiarch, herald of

the Aroopagus, agonothete of the panathenaic and EleueinUn
festi '-sls^ director of the Mysteries at Eleusie, and priest of
Foeeidon Ereohtheus. Theodotus the sophist, who because of

his exceptional abilities was appointed by Marcus Aurelius to
ir of rhetoric at Athena with a salary of teaOoeupy tho chai

1. Sia 370
2. Of. infra ,
3. B.O.H, VI (1382) PP' 456-453 in

Encyc. V, p. 15^2, N* 15

I ii I lantiyillllrmt'r

3 or in. from Eleusls and Heal-

i
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oalabrated the conclusion of the Sirinlure affair. Either the

irkeone policies of Rc-rodeo did not include Mi-^rathon or his

supporting party and personal influence were enough to produce

the impresflion of what is described as a unanimous welcome, for

all of the ele!;ion.ta in the popul.ation participated In the groat

procession.

Herodes tested out whether the Emperor was offended with

him for what had occurred in the court by sending a letter in

which ho complai^®"^ that I-tcrcus no longer wrote him although

formerly his letters had come so often that on one occasion

three carriors had arrived in a single day, treading in one

another's footsteps. The Emperor replied with a long and gra

cious letter if' ''hich he discussed his winter quarters, his wife's

death rabout <75 A.D.), hie poor health, and wont on: "For your

self I wish health, and that you should think of me

as well dispos®^ to you. And do not regard yourself as unjustly

treated if nfto^ ^ detected the crimes of some of your house-
, , , +«ned them with a punishment as mild as possible,

hold I chast.o"o«

feel resentment against me on thla account, but '
Do not, I sfiy,

if I have annoyed you in aught, or am still annoying you, de-
,+4 on from me in the tompie of Athena in your city

mand reparation

. . « of the iTyeterlcc. For I mad© a ^Ren the war
at the timo oi "cne mi

hii-heet, that I too would be initiated, and I
began to blaze nign ^

, xu„+ vou yourcJlf should initiate me into those rites."could wieh that
J.I. #.vidcncc of the devotion of Herodes to Marcus,Another evAu-^i.

T»v 1loctratus says, "a slrorg domonetration by one who,
and, as ini

A +he Emperor, took up the weapons of the intel llgenca, •
to

extant spocimon of Herodea' epistolary style. It
i» the

iras sent to Oaosius who was plotting ^ conspiracy in Syria in 175
—""tf v.n"ur"wa8""'l^tlated into the Elouainian Mysteries probably
'• iri7<. s"'

I
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In another passage Herodes "famous for his intellect,

his wealth, and his eloquent Greek," expresses his disgust for

a youth who begs for bread, depending entirely on his outward

appearance, his board and his cloak, to prove himself a philoso

pher. Herodes quotes the story about Musonius who, when con

fronted with such a fellow and told by his friends that he was

a rascal and worthy of nothing, said, "He is worthy then of

money." Herodes regf®"''® that the name of philosopher, like

Other great names, can not be protected from the vilification

of being borne by the basest sort of men.

At another tin® Aulus Gellius took refuge from the mid-

.umm.r h.at at H.rod«»' Oaphlola villa and whila h. .a. cgn-

flned to his bed the" 1=^ « fever he was visited by the philo-
^ dre

eopher Oalvianis Taurue. Finally there.notes on the Stoic
by Herodes, whose supremacy in forceful, fluent,

and srao.ful oratory 1= racarked. Herode. pointed out that
the subduing of of

selection and moderation were higher ideals.
the soul and tha^

„e gave a. an illuetration the story of a Thracian savage un
familiar with ..grioulture, .kp „oved into a country where cul-

of the 'Oil "S practised. "• "o" his neighbor prun-tivation oi x-nw

^ trees and trimming hi® w®® told that iting his fruit Ammins
^ them more fruitful. ^appy in his knowledge he

was to make x-no

. hi" own plot and proceeded to f.u hie own trewereturned to hi" r

. . n,. vine" to the ground and thus eliminated all poe.i-and cviZ m*'

bility of fruitfulneea. ihu. the ''i-PO"nt tr.„,uility r.eult-
i.iA . w,+ of npathy Is merely a state of

Ing from the complete attainment |
torpor, the wreckage ef . d.otroy"'
•;—ijSSt7~tt7 I*'fbrdT-xYiii. ^

ibid. XIX. xii
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When at the height of his fame, Herodes was evidently the

foremost figure among the sophists of Athens, and he was hailed

as ine of the Ton Orators. His reply to this compliment was
1

simply, "Well at any rate I am better than Andocides." How

ever, in his most successful moments Herodes always acknowledged

the superiority of Polemo of Smyrna. When Herodes was being

praised in Athens for brilliantly maintaining the argument about

the war trophies, which was one of the original three which

Herodes had heard polemo deliver in Asia Minor, he said, "Read

Polemo's declamation, and then wou will know a groat man^" At

the Olympic games, when all Greece hailed Herodes as the equal

of Demosthenes, he replied by expressing the wish that he were

the equal of Polemo, and his roplyto the question of the Emperor

Marcus about his opinion of Polemo was to quote with a fixed look:

ilTircav' coKUTro^<^^ Ktvttcs ouocto. ^<xAX£c." 2

When VaruB the consul a^sked him about his teachers, ho replied:

•This man and that whil© I was being taught, but Polemo when I

was teaching others."

The Emperor Marcus took no small interest in the educa

tional affairs of Athens and founded a chair of rhetoric, which

was first occupied by Theodotus, who although a pupil of Lol-

lianus had attended the lectures of Herodes. Marcus entrusted |
to H.rodoo th. ..I.ctton of tho t.aoh.r. of Platonio, Stolo, '
peripatetic* ©"d Epicurean philosophy. Herodes' own reputa
tion as a teacher was ve^y high, and Philoatratus describes '
Ohrestus of Byzantium as-a-aaw who received from Herodes the

man who received from Herodes the best education of any Hellene,
TT^TsTTiTT*
a. II. X, 555
3. ?.S. I, 25, vii
4. T.S. Ilf 2

v.s II,
I iniBiMa-j liiiaii

T?
y

iMl
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AriBteideo, who was long regarded ae the world's greatest orator

studied under Herodes when the latter was at the height of his
I

popularity. The brilliant Ptolemy of Wauoratis was a pupil

of Herodes, although his preference was to imitate polemo, and

Rufus of Perinthus, one of the students of Aristocles, admired

oztravaaantly tho former teacher In Rome of hie master, and

oallod Herodes the master, the tongue of the HsUenes, tho prince

of eloquenoe, and so on. PhUoetratus declares that a great
injustice »as done to Onomarchua of Andros by those who said
that he had not attended the lectures of Herodes, and a certain
Pauaanias of Oaeaarea, whom there is no reason for identifying

as tho noted traveler, eaa also one of^the most successful pu-
pils, and a msmber of the Olopsydrion.

j <rvn wflB a iftorHniT fsatur© of Hsrodos' methodThe Olopsydrion was a leading

A^'ter his P-enaral lectures which were open to
of instruction. After nis general

. a_ j j students would dine for
all, his ten most capable and advanced s^^

X , , / ^) to last througha period limited by a eater-clock CAAAf r / to i g
uma».«.4ev., 1,1 expound the verses with copa-

a hundred verses. Herodes would s*P ^
llramslnrr varv * +a. 1-T UPt 1 0^ 8 Or SpplaUSe. ThOious comments, allowing no interrup
4 —re commonly known as "the thirstymembers of thi® inner circle were

ones " (oi ). Adrian of Tyre had begun to attend
J __a about eighteen years old, and

the school of Herodes when he s®® ^
. , «oon gained him a place among the

his natural t.lonts had v.ry »
n»v 4 xt-4,.«t was primarily fQj, knowledge, and,

oho.an pupiK-
... ^ ,_ct the hour for drinking, they would

although they did not negl®®^

"i. v.sTTlT'̂ TT'lftnd Suid«®'
2. ?sS. ^ ^ ,.i©0 ^ P^Pll of Herodes in Rome.3 y.S. »7. Aristocl"

Of. supra p. lb.
4. V.S. II4
5. V.S. II4 O

7.S. II4 104 i
7, V.S. II4

f:.
I

1 IJ
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carry out th® precepts of Herodes against idleness by pursuing

some sort of study over their wine "as though it were a mystic

rite." During one of these sessions the styles of various

sophists were under discussion, and Adrian proceeded to imitate

them in a series of ex tempore passages. He left out Herodes,

however, and since all the students were enthusiastic about

their teacher, Amphicles inquired the reason. Adrian replied,

"Because these fellows are the sort that lend themselves to

imitation, even when one is drunk. But as for Herodes, the

prince of eloquence, I should be thankful if I could mimic him

when I have had no wine and am sober." This was reported to

Herodes and proved very satisfying to his love of approbation.

When very young Adrian had delivered an ex tempore speech before

0 had listened with attention to his awkwardly ex

pressed, but moving words, and after giving him every encourag-

ment, had remarked, "These might well be great fragments of a
t

00lossus. "

The relations of Herodes with other sophists appear gener

ally to have been marked by courtesy and consideration. Even

In th. 0... of Phllagruo of Oilloi., not.d for hi. hot t.np.r,

H.rod.. .h.ow.d gr.at r..traint. *h.n Phiiagru. unreasonably
quarr.l.d .1th some of H.rod..' pupil, and ..nt a Tlol.nt l.t-
t.r r.buklng hi. n.gl.ot of t.aohlng than good mann.r., H.rod..,

T.ry ju.tly r.oognl.ihH ^^hat th. great weakn... of th. oratory
of Phliagru. »a. the fallur. to gain th. good-.ill of hi. au-

•,*^A "It seems to me that you are not very sucoeidienoe, replied,

nroaemium. The pupils of Herodes were rather
ful with your pro^i-i"'"'

warincT heard that in ex tempore declamations
more severe. » &

Phil»g'«« simply recite from memory if a theme happened

iss-

V.S. II# '0'
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rogaled mo bo magnificontly," said Horodoe. The audience

selected for him the theme: "The wounded in Sicily implore the

Athenians who are retreating thence to put them to death with

their own hande." Herodes brilliantly turned his declamation

into the Aeianic style, employing the dramatic intensity and

musical rhythms in which Alexander was especially proficient.

At the high point of the argument the latter exclaimed, "9 Hero

des, we sophists are all of us merely small slices of yourself!"

In a conference with his more advanced pupils after the decla-

mationa, Hsrodaa a.ked hla puplla opinion of th. n«.

Bophiat. Sooptus of Oorinth had th. t.m.rlty to aay that ha

had found the Clay but not the Plato. The master, hovever,

warned Soeptue against narking himself as an Illiterate oritlo

and proooedod to describe Alexander as a more sober Soopelian.
in fact Herodes was so delighted with Alexander and the latter'.
fulsome praise of himself that he made his. the following gifts,

X i<w d.... 1- ten cup"bearer8, tsn shorthand•ten pack-animals, ten horses, f
+„ 4. o-p crold, a great quantity of silver,writers, twenty talents of ^

and two lisping children from
to hsar childish voices."told that Alexander liked to

the deme Oollytus, since he was
1

Certainly the var ious expenditures of Herodes bear out

Ltus has left of his generous ideas on
the record that Philostrai

^ X ,4 Vie used to say that he who would use his
wealth. "For indeed

X. 4.r> D-ive to the needy that they might cease
wealth aright ought to

that needed it not lest they should fall
te need and to those

into need; and he use
to call riches that siid not circulate

irsimony 'dead riches,' and the treasure
X +ii»d up hy P®and were txea

which some men hoard their money 'prison-houses of
chambsre

2. V.S. II'
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wealth,' and thoaa who thought thoy must aotuaUy aacrlfloo to

their hoarded money he nicknamed 'Aloadae,' for they sacrificed

to Ares after they had imprisoned him." Hhether or not he
•laid up the treasuree of his riches in the hearts of those who
shared them with him- is difficult to determine, cut at least

he found a means of expressing hie forceful individuality and
in hie endeavour to leave an impree-was reaaonably euccaBSiui in nie euu

Bion that would not easily fade.

In his literary tastes Herodee was an ardent classicist.
. A X +vv« old writers and especially to the hi|her-He was devoted to the oia wrix,er«

H* was a leader in the artistic revi-
to neglected Oritias. He was a le

„1 of the second century, and in literature was a staunch .up-
porter of the Attic tradition and an important factor in the

. of a system of education which included a thoroughmaintenance of a =:/

, , , . of th. cla.sical authors, so that a large proportionknowledge of tno

. a oreserved from this period are ewhoes orof the quotations preservea
. „ rvViraaes from their works. His anti-actual reproductions of phrases from

. .VAX j +he archaized inscriptions,uarian interest is exhibited in the
. 1 d- ortme oases there is an attempt

Which he left and on which in some
1 X w-iTuclidoan alphabet. A recloth-

to employ the obsolete pre-Eucli
-iflssioal thought and culture in

ing of the inherited body of cia
i«horate forms of expression was

the showy garb of new and elabo
+iv adequate ideal, but, at least,

for the sophi.ts a perfeeb'y
reated a popular familiarity with the

Herodes and his schoo o
which was incidentally an important

j n+eratur0A whio"beet art and liter

their preservation*factor n oratory Herodes was strong in the Attic,
o +vle or •' ®

In hie styJ.®
•w tradition, depending more on a smootn#

the Ionic
, of words than on a vehement, dranatio

. eonorouB flow oi
3"5.,d„.r, Intred. to Oreek Eplg. pert tl, I-rrs^te and aarc

r- VU,i)4!»V;

..

n

'i
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delivary accompanied by the elaboration of tones and rhythms by

which the Asianic orators added the effects of musical instru

ments to their repertory. Herodea was noted, however, for

his ability to use all the oratorical methods at will, and in

his declamation before Alexander he exhibited his mastery of

the Ionic typo of address. In fact, his versatility, his

supremacy in whatever means of expression he empl^oyed, was what

Philostratus most admired. He was as skilfnl at elaborate

oomposition as at sx_H2E^- spaaktng. Claudius Aollan pro-

nounoad him the most varlsd of orators. "s was oraditsd

with ths introduction of an unusual numbsr of original idoas,

an oasy and urbuno .It, an abnity to dr.. f" "ia affacts upon
ovary-day Ufa aa wall a. upon tragedy, a plsasing diversity of
oonstruotlons, and an abundancs of gracsful figures of spaaob
and aff.otivo aynonyms. His rastrainsd, but aubtly for.aful
aloquonoa ia dasorlbad by Philostratus as nik. gold dust shin
ing baneath the watsrs of a silv.ry sddyins river."

1 j more easily than he CHerodos),"Though no man ever learned m®'® " i ne ^ner /»
V ♦ wnvu hut study even while he

he did not neglect hard work, but u
d ux dv, his wakeful intervals Hencedrank hie wine, and at night in ha

, , ^ X to call him the 'Stuffed Orato/
the iasy and light-minded used to

' ^ « uvdv xv-tus mentions as extant works of(criTei^Td?3 )•" PhiloBtratu
miirses and diaries handbooks, and

Herodea many iattars, dlaoours ^
vuiiition^. Ih the "Letters of one of

anthologies of antique erudi
48 ranked as the best letter-writer of

the philostrati, Herodes
. utrh by his over-atticism and prolixity

all the orators, "althoug 4bounds proper to the epistolary style,"
he often oversteps th

•f7"v7sTT"rrri '̂7nd •®P«oially II, 5,*
2. V.e- II' It, 5'

II, 18, it
5. v.S, II, W * pdit. Teubner, vol. 2, p. 258. Trans. 0. R.
4. Philostratus, ^yonto

Haines, ho«h.
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a statoment in etriking contrast with hie one-word message to
1

Oaseius. The only work which remains to us under the name

of Herodes is a discourse entitled «TTtft TToXc-reL*? , • in which

a Theban exhorts his fellow-citizens to declare war on Arche-
2

loo8> king of Macedonia. The authenticity of the speech is

dubious, and it gives little evidance of the qualities attri

buted to the style of Herodes.

One of the last recorded acts of Herodes appears to be

inscribed on the drum of a column from the Hall of lobacchi,

south of the Areopagus of Athens. The inscription of about

the year 177, relates the decision of the lobacchi to have the
regulations of the society recorded a stele, and these
r.gulatlona occupy meat of the inocripti<"> in quectlon. In
tho first part, ho.sv.r. It is stated that the priest of the
lohaoohi, Aur.llus Slohosxaohus ha. resigned in favor of the
most lllu.triou. Claudius Herodes and that the n.» priest has

• 4. j u4 -radocesoor to the position of
been in turn appointed hie proa

-- . , i^^truage "the voting on the question
vicar. The colloquial langu»&

. e i„4,vcr of many years to the new priest
of the stele and the wishing

5

are amusingly recorded.
lafSf n® eplgraphical monuments or other

Since Herodes has xsi

the accession of Commodus, since ha
records of activity after

« old mori at the time of tho Sirmium epi-
desorlbed himself as en

_ of about seventy-six, and since hs
aode and died at the ng

««rv early in the century in order to oo-
must have be on born very

^'rioes he held under Hadrian, including that
cupy the varionfl o

, we can estimate the year of his death, hy a
of archon in

I, supra. P- Didot It > P- l8S>
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irasting sickneee ( ^kiVToi ), as about tjB, And though
he expired at Marathon and had left directions to his freedmen

to bury him there, the Athenians carried him off by the hands

of youths and bore him into the city, and every ago went out

to moot the bier with tears and pious ejaculations as would
II

sons who were bereft of a good father. He was buried in the

Panathenaic etadium, and his former pupil Adrian delivered a

very moving funeral oration which did full justice to Herodee'

fine qualities. Over his grave was placed this brief inscrip

tion :
II 'A-rtiKo-v rtaVrK.

Kil-TAL T-iit WvToOtv 6i^o'«-.^.os.•' ^

I. V.S. II. i> *v and II, 10, i.
see also Suidaa t

for age and mode of death


