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fThe Illustrated London News"
November 29, 1958

A _VINTOW ON THE WORLD

Cyprus - I or Partition?

By Cyril Fells

For the first time in my life I have found myself opposed
40 the political views of frieds and associates. Inevitably, this
hes led to uen—quenionxng. Am I among those whose political
opinions I have agreed with, the only one left in spet over one
subject, that of Cyprul? That would be a ridiculous conclusion.
I was however, somewhat comforted the other day after a consers-
ation with a friend who, in general disagreed with what I had
written here and elsewhere about Cyprus, but who, nevertheless,
bade me continue spesking my mind. There have been many problems
in the last four years connected with this luckless island, but
the outstending one at present is whether the latest British
len is sound and stetesmenlike. I have argued that the element
of partition, or the likelihood of its developing into partition
is disestrous, to say nothing of the fact that it almost certainly
is in breach of the Treaty of Lausanne.

Having only just emerged from this private inquest, I
was interested to read en article by a Conservative M.P., Lord
Lempton, in the Bvening ttendard, proposing that negotiations
should restart without sny reservetion on the British side that
the "partnership” principle vas sacrosanct. Briefly, Lord Lampton
advocated the scheme of eventual independence and expressed
confidence that the Greek Government would cooperate to the best
of its ability in furthering such e project. A few days later the
Political Correspondent of The Times wrote an interesting sccount
of & visit by the Greek Ambassador to a group of Conservative
M.P.s at the House of Common,

The Ambassador was said to have met with "a kind
reception” end to hove justifiied, this by his moderate end
conciliatory attitude. This I cen well believe. In a period when
relations between the two countries have become tragically
embittered, Greece has certainly sent us the best end most
distinguished her Foreign Sefvice can produce, sincere, able, a
diplomatist to his fingertips, end, in the baclground, behind a
modest modification of his surname, the reputation of the greatest
poet in Greece end one of the greatest in Europe., The article also
spoke of the possibility that the Members present were considering

& proposal that sll prior commitments should be put into cold storage
vhile the matter was examined new. Nothing mey come of all this,

but at leest it has heppened, which would n have been possible
quite recently.
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One feature of the article that slightly suprised me
was the statement that "word had reached" Conservative Back-
Benchers of the willingness of the Greek Government last summer
to accept the continuance of British Government in Cyprus for a
considerable period if elements of partition were cut out of the
plan announced by the Prime Minister in June. I was surpx‘lsed not
because I doubted the truth of this version, but because i
seemed an extreme example of understatement. It appeared 1.mposaibla
that anyone who has followed the question with attention could
doubt that the Greek Government ﬂld adopt this atthtude.

It seems to me cleor that the Gresk Government w
further than this. It was elso prepered to consider meking. e firet
objective after a period of British rule one of » genuine advance
towards self-government, rather than, as was the original plea,
1EESOTEYS 661 SAbLeTmIRK LIS Bt L8 Lru: TBAS ARG 0T ook Mhnonire
hes not stated that it would be prepared to abandon the principle
of self-determination for good and all. This would be altogether
t00 much to ask end impossible for the Government to concede. What
it was prepered to accept merked an importent concession inthe
cause of peace and the termination of bloodshed. It may be
207 JGran SR pottally St VEsBIof e vists of MpyiSeReriasen 2o
the Conservative M.P.s, that this policy still holds good.

The present Greek nt is often
Britons with lack of coursge in its cealings with the problem of
Cyprus. In fact, a considersble amount of courage has been needed
in reaching the policy adpted this yesr. I give one moderat:
comment from an Opposition newspsper of standing, Eleftheria, on
the departure of the Foreign Minister, Mr. Averof, on Hovember 15
to take part in the discussion of the Cyprus issue in the Ceneral
Assembly of the United Notions, I deliberately chose mme in no way
outrageous.

This (the demend of independence for Cyprus) is en
enormous tactical end strategic mistake, perticulerly efter the
reception reserved for the Mekarios proposition by our roughe
necked adversesries.

t is a strategic misteke because it undermines the
very basis o e Cyprus ceuse, which is founded exclusively on
the principle of self-determination, as recognised explicitly
by the Statutes of the United Nations. It is slso a tactical error
because we are countering their unmovable position of "partition
for Cyprus" with another retreat from our position, although this
is dubbed our last concession. In addition, there are some even
more abject suggections.

It must be recalled that the last General Election resulted
in a definite, tough not a disastrous, swing away from the Government
end towards the Left. The Government's achivements had been
substanticl in most fields. Without the mallest doubt, the failure
to find a solution for Cyprus was a fector in the decline of i
pepilasify &% shitm BG 266 PRILAI.TP 18 nov RASiNeS 85 6 hirude
of moderation, mekes concessions which pppear-to put in peril
the main principle on which it stood to begin with, end then
fails to reach a settlement, it will indeed be gravely weakened.

o/
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Moreover it is on the cerds that the main benefits in such a cause
will go, not to the Liberals, but farther left, even to the Crypto-
Communists of the extreme Left. I hope the Government would never
be induces to pley its dengerous last card, withdrawel from N.A.T.0.
but pressure for this would be heavy.

For the time being ell is clearly well in this respect,
because General Dovas was due to leave for Paris on the dsy these
words were written to take part in the conference of the N.A.T.O.
Chiefs of Staff meeting to exemine policy for the year 1959.
hes, hovever to be borne in mind that, short of definite withdrawal,
Greece might take some further steps to withdraw herself from
co-operation in N.A.T.0.'s work. The misfortune wuld be a double
one: 10ss of the services of e pertner which had always teken an
honour-able pert in the duties of the organisation, end increased
risk of Comunist infiltration et a sensitive strategic point.

I do not mean to exaggerate the importence of the meeting
at the House of Commons mentioned above. It would appear thet the
Conservative group in question was not a. large one,. snd such groups
have a tendency to shrink if they incur the disapprovel of their
party. It is interssting, however, to find a certain number of Back-
Bench Conservatives treating this problem objectively . Up to now
it has been regarded solely from a party point of view, Conservatives
being rigid and overbearing, whereas Labour has been lavish of
promises which some at least in its ranks must haye known it
could not fulfil, It is meither healthy nor hopeful that this issue,
closely concerning British honour and interests, should become
s0 deeply involved in party politics.

+ 18 wasy to nake a mistake. It 1s human to feel amnoyed
if a propcsal which has appeared promising is rejected out of he

It is, however, sheer obstinacy to plunge forward with a scheme
menifestly a failure, and something worse than obstinacy when so
much is involved as is here the case. Tye most coursgeous action
which the British Covernment could nov take would be to make

fresh stert. It might not be necessary to disavow the "partnership
plen® formally. If necessary leave it where it is, but allow it

to wither gradually, unlamented.
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