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The WATO Genersl Secretary's efforte for a'mediation in the
Cyprus question Have failed. The moment has ‘come ‘to ‘inform ‘the
Greelk ‘people and the international public opinion on the reasons
which led to this failure.

As soon ‘as it eppeared that ‘the British plan created a
devigerous situation, ‘the NATO Secretary General, being concerned
with ‘the unity of ‘the Alliance, expressed his vivid ‘interest in
‘the ‘sSettlement of ‘the Cyprus question. Mr. Spaak ‘took the initiativ
‘to"éome “to Athens ‘and ‘di'scuss the whole ‘problem with the Greek
Government 'who ‘declared o ‘him -that 'in ‘order tolavoidia
deterioration of ‘the ‘situation it was; above all, necessary a3
‘o postpone ‘the implementation ‘of ‘the Bri‘tish plan which the
Greek Government considered and still deems unacceptable and
inpracticable, ‘and b) to search for & solution on @ mew basis.
Mr. Spsak on his return to Paris reported to the NAT0'-Council on
the results of his visit to Athens and submitted a proposal by
which he suggested that the ‘British plan should be amended on
three ‘points:

Tt was particularly ‘specified:

a) “that instead of the representatives of ‘the Greek and
Turlish Governments ‘the ‘two presidents of ‘the communsl Councils
shiould ‘be ‘appointed to assist the Governors

b) thet a Common Chamber competent for all internal matiers,
except ‘Communal ‘effeirs, would be immediately created,

¢) “that the future status of the islend'would remein

completely ‘opers
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Mr. Spedk T ‘conection Vith the'ss’ proposals recommended that
the ‘implementation o0f the British plen which was due for the first
of 'October should b6 postponed and that a conference should convene
o discuss nis proposals.

Mr. Spaak's proposals were supported by a lerge mejority of
oir a11ies in WATO ‘and were accepted by the Greek Government in
teltr Wish ¥o' put &' end to the bloodshed in Cyprus.

But the British and Turkish Government on the contrary turned
down the Bebretary Géheral®s proposals and the former ignored the
reconmendations of their ellics @ d implemented the British plan
in 1%9 nost Unacceptablée point i..  the nomination of the Turkish
Fepresentaiive’s The  British Governhent’ actepted’ the’ conference
only if it was to Giscuss Getails or”its own plan.

Subsequently the Secretary Gemeral of NATO proposed that a
conference’ be' convensd with a View %5’ distliss the question on the
ground’ o2’ both  the British plan and”the Spaak proposals.

e replied agein'in the affirmative but under two conditions:

) Since the arbitrary appointment of a Turkish Representative
had alréady taken'place the ‘only way out was that, beyond the
provisionsl status for which the two plans provided, the Conference
Should examine ‘and put the basis of ‘a definite settlement of the
Gyprus 18sus “by” aiscussing Archbishop Makarios' proposal for
itideperidences

b) That the future conference should be broadened so that,
apért from the Governments of Greece, Great Britain and Turkey end
répreséntatives of the CréskiCypridtsidnd the Turkish ‘minority in
Cyprus, thres ‘more WATO countries should participate to this

conference which should be placed under the chairmanship of Mr.Spaak.

/e
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Following this enswer, negociations were carried on during
which, as regards the temporary solution both the Britih and the
Turks refused to accept Mr. Spask's proposal as an obligatory basis
for the negociations. As far as the definite settlement was concerned
they only accepted that the examination of the question would be
included on the agenda. Turkey nevertheless submitted such amendments
that it became evident that nothing would come out of the discussions.
Lastly, with reference to the procedure of the convocation of the
conference they did mot accept our demand, nemely that this conference
should be broadened in order to meke it possible for the delegates
of three other or even two sllied countries to sit as full members,
so that the conference should acquire a form clearly distinctive
from & Tripartite Conference, of which Greece has such a bitter
experience.

One would in vain seek the reasons why the terms, suggested
by Greece, were rejected, thugh these terms were indispensable in
order to create the appropriate atmosphere which would lead to the
success of the Conference.

It is however noteworthy that at the time when these
consultations were held within NATO, British and Turkish officials
by various statements did their best to render difficult negociations
for a conference and prejudged its results, because they realised
that not only the discussion of the above mentioned points but also
the mere convening of the conference meant in fact a challenge to
the wisdom of the British policy in Cyprus. The British end Turkish
attitude during the last phase of the negociations prove that they

did not sincerely aim at the success of the conference.

i
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Tt is obvious that, under those conditions, the Greek
Government would not accept to participate in a Conference, the
only result of which would be a further worsening of the relations
between three allied countries, while the solution of the Cyprus
issue would have been rendered even more difficult.

It is & matter to regret that two members of ‘the Atlantic
alliance ‘should have ignored the recommendations of memny of their
partners mot to prececd’ ths implementation of the british plan and,
in order to serve ‘their ulterior aims, preferred to’prolong the
present tragic ‘situation in Cyprus this contravening the United
N_tions charter shd the Treaty of Lausanne.

In view of the sbove reasons the Greek Government is
compelled to declare that they refuse to recognise any "fait
accompli” in Cyprus. Accomplished facts cannot provail on moal order
and justice, Greece supports a just cause. She claims for the last
part of Burope being still under colonial rule the right to obtain
freedom even progressively. For this end she has accepted solutions
which combined the rights of the Cypriot people with the interests
and the security reouirements of Great Britain end of Turkey.

Moreover the Cypriots, with the consent of Greece, in order
to facilitate a reasonable solution, have accepted that Cyprus,
after a certain period of self-Government, should become an
independed country within the framework of the British Commonwealth
and s1s6 a member of NATO.

Thus the Cypriots would obtain the elementary right to
freedom which nobody contests end in the same time the interests

and requirements of the other countries would be usefully served.

e




But to the rights of the Cypriots and to the conciliatory
and reasonable attitude of the Cypriot leaders and of the Greek
Government,, Great Britain hes opposed an incoprehensible and
unacceptable intransigence which in the long run will, as the
future will show, prove to be contrary to her own interests.

Refusing to recognise ani arbitrary actions in Cyprus, the ‘
Greek Government has no glternative but to refer to the United
Nations:in support of the just claims of the Cypriots for their
1iberation from foreign rule, holding responsible for the present
deadlock those who have destroyed by their uncompromising spirit !

a chesuce of .solving. the Cypriot question.
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