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: ARMENIAN NATIONAL RELIEF WORK
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Pera, Balook-~Bazar, Armenian Ghurch

Teleph. Pera 1338
Telegraphic Address : ARECOM Constantinople,
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: ARMENIAN NATIONAL RELIEF WORK
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Pera, Balook~Bazar, Armenian Church
Teleph. Pera 1338 -

Telegraphic Address : ARECOM Constantinople,
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The followlng letter has been received from Mrs. Dorothy H. Suttom

Near Fast Relief,
Lutraki, Greece,

JdJan. 7, 1923,

It is midnight, but I can't let another day pass without a
word off to you. Life is certalinly hectic here. Left Constanti-
nopnle in one mad last rush of packing up, clothing, my family of
500 girls, etc. Came down five days on a horrible scow, and landed
here just two weeks ago. You never could imagine life as we lived
it on that boat—four Americans with 900 children, baggage and cargo.
We had to cook all our meals, and the only kitchen was half the
size of my room at 1812 N St., and shared by the ship's crew. Food
gave out twice, twelve stowaways were discovered, and smallpox de-
veloped! When we got here the town didn't want any more orphans.
There were about 2,000 already here, so the port official ran away
to Corinth and left us in the bay. We had to send a Near East

Relief car and haul him back before we could land. Then, just as
we were unloading into lighters, two of the crew got into a brawl
one was stabbed and dragged dying from the boat, and everybody
guit and went on ghore. In order not to be outdome, I went into

the hold myself and loaded baggage, and the boys swung it over-
board into rowboats. It was some two days!!

Lutraki is a beautiful little summer bathing place, right at
the western end of the Corinth canal. You'd die to go on the
funny flat boat that crosses between Lutraki and Corinth. It's
pulled by three men fastened to a chain, and one gets aboard, two-
wheeled wagon and all. We have the town practically to ourselves
—about fifteen hotels, and believe me it is a job with this wild,
uatamed mob of 3,000. Food and clothing are my chief worry just
now. The poor children are alive with vermin, not having had a
change of clothes for weeks and weeks; and for two days it has
poured, so washing will never dry. Our laundry is the ocean,
with five bron kettles for boiling, and telegraph poles and stones
for drying. We have two kitchens built outdoors-just huge cal-
croms, from which all are fed.

It's thundering and lightening, and the roof 1is leaklng so
here, I'll have to go to bed to keep dry.

We are five—a iliss Halsey, Y.W.C.A.; a Miss Hall and Mlss Eddy,
nurses; a Mr. Betts, and myself. At present we live 1n one of the
hotels, empty except for us, located right on the beach. I go to
gleep and wake with the heavenly sound of the su®#®, and the most
glorious view of snow-capped blue mountains acrosgs the bay. The
hills are covered with heather. :

Must go-~the drip is getting too much, so good-night.




Copy of letter received by Dorothy from Mrs. DeWitt in Serbia,
the Mother of the two girls Nada and Irene, who have been in
the hands of the Bolsheviki in Russia ever since the Russian
Pevolution in 1918.

Dear Mrs. Sutton:

Madame DeWitt has asksd me #e help her to write this letter
to you, after having received a letter yesterday from her sister
in Berlin, In this letter Baroness Koskull says how a Russian
lady, Mrs. Treymann a friend &f hers, has just come from Russia
(with whom Irene was living in Petrograd). She made Irene's
acquaintance in the prison at Jckalerinodar in Caucasia. She
relates how there were 68 women altogether in a little dark un-~
derground room full of vermin. The two girls were there for many
weeks and suffered very many hardships. Irene was afterwards put
into a separate cell alone and was condemned to death, but es=-
caped by a miracle. After this she was sent to Archangel, where
she went on the N. Zeml ja expedition. She was considered a dan-
gerous person and her name is written in many of the Bolshivik's
books and Tcheka. Nada came out of prison with very few clothes
and caught cold and inflamation of the lungs and pleuresy, and
Mrs. Treymann took her home with her and saved her life. This lady
also says that again recently the Bolshe¥iky authorities have
been making enquiries and searching for Irene (and she has had to
fly again and hide herself for fear of them) and now this lady
says that no enguiries or parcels, letters or money must be sent
officially because it may cost her (Irene) her life. All enqui-
ries, parcels, etc., rusi be made pernsonally by private person
secretly and without the knowledge of the Bolshis. The Bolshis
have now the idea that Irene is a spy for the Americans and are
therefore persecuting her. This appears to be only too true for
the poor Irene. We hope now that when she goes again to N.Zemlja
that the Bolshis will forget her again by this time next year.
Letters can be written to her but on plain paper and plain envel-
opes without any "Eastern Relief" etc., on them, nor any address
or the mention of the name DeWitt. All this is very sad, but one
must remember that one is dealing with Bolshis and not ordinary
human beings.

Madame DeWitts sister has written that the $150 have arrived
safely and Madame DeWitt thanks you ever so much for them. She
had thought of dividing this among the two gzirls, but now finds
that it is impossible and all must be spent for Nada, because the
man who will get the permission for entry into Germany wants $80
for this, so that he can get this permission in a week (otherwise
it would take several months). She will send $50 to Nada for
journey and keep $20 in Berlin for her when she comes there for
clothes and travelling tc Serbia. Madame DeWitt's sister is very
anxious about Nada because she has received no answers to all the

letters she has writien to her.

Madame DeWitt is very sorry indeed that you have not been able
to come here to Sarajevo, but she dg¢ggy)¥ hasn't given up all hope
of seeing you soon and that when you do come she hopes Nada will
also be here and can thank you personally for all you have done.

Madame hags told me what she wanted to say and I have turned it

into better English. Perhaps we shall meet sometime in Sarajevo.
Sincerely, Olive C. Lorfje,




THE CURTIS

CEMINNEAPOLIS »2 )




The following letter has been received from Mrs. Dorothy H. Sutton:

Near East Relief,
Lutraki, Greece,

Jan. 3, 1923,

It is midnight, but I can't let another day pass without a
word off to you. Life 1s certainly hectic here. Left Congtanti-
nople in one mad last rush of packing up, clothing, my famlly of
500 girls, etc. Came down five days on a horrible scow, and landed
here just two weeks ago. You never could limaglne life as we lived
it on that boat—four Americans with 900 children, baggage and cargo.
We had to cook all our meals, and the only kitchen was helf the size
of my room at 1812 N St., and shared by the ship's crew. Food gave
out twice, twelve stowaways were digcovered, and smallpox developed!
When we got here the town didn't want any more orphans. There were
about 2,000 already here, so the port official ran away to Corinth
and left us in the bay. 7We had to send a Near East Rellef car and
haul him back before we could land. Then, Jjust as we were unload-
ing into lighters, two of the crew gd into a brawl, one was stabbed
and dragged dying from the boat, and everybody quit and went on shore.
In order not to be outdone, I went into the hold myself and loaded
baggage, anl the boys swung it overboard into rowboats. It was some
two days!!

Lutraki is a beautiful little summer bathing place, right at
the western end of the Corinth canal. You'd die to go on the funny
flat boat that crosses between Lutraki and Corinth. It's pulled by
three meu i2stened to a chain, and one gets aboard, two-wheeled
wagon and all. We have the town practically to ourselves—about
fifteen hotels, and believe me it 1is & Jjob withtthis willd, untamed
mob of 3,000. Food and clothing are my chlef worry Jjust now. The
poor chlldren are alive with vermin, not having had a change of
clotnes for weeks and weeks; and for two days it has poured, so
washing will never dry. Our laundry is the ocean, with five iron
caldrons, from which all are fed.

It's thundering and lightening, and the roof is leaking so
here, I'll have to go to bed to kéep dry.

e are five—a Migs Halsey, Y.W.C.A.; a Miss Hall and Miss Eddy,
nurses; a lMr. Betts, and myself. At present we live in one of the
hotels, empty except for us, located right on the beach. I go to
sleep and wake with the heavenly sound of the surf, and the most
glorious view of snow-capped tlue mountains across the bay. The
hills are covered with heather.

Must go—-the drip is getting too much, so good-night.




The following letter has been received from Mrs. Dorothy H. Sutton:

Near East Relief,
Lutraki, Greece,
Jan. 3, 1923.

It is midnight, but I can’t let another day pass without a word off to you.
Life is certainly hectic here. Left Constantinople in one mad last rush of
packing up, clothing, my family of 500 girls, etc. Came down five days on a
horrible scow, and landed here just two weeks ago. You never could imagine
life as we lived it on that boat—four Americans with 900 children, baggage and
cargo. We had to cook all our meals, and the only kitchen was half the size
of my room at 1812 N St., and shared by the ship’s crew. Food gave out
twice, twelve stowaways were discovered, and smallpox developed! When we
got here the town didn’t want any more orphans. There were about 2,000
already here, so the port official ran away to Corinth and left us in the bay.
We had to send a Near East Relief car and haul him back before we could
land. Then, just as we were unloading into lighters, two of the crew got into
a brawl, one was stabbed and dragged dying from the boat, and everybody quit
and went on shore. In order not to be outdone, I went into the hold myself and
loaded baggage, and the boys swung it overboard into rowboats. It was some
two days!!

Lutraki is a beautiful little summer bathing place, right at the western end
of the Corinth canal. You'd die to go on the funny flat boat that crosses be-
tween Lutraki and Corinth. It’s pulled by three men fastened to a chain, and
one gets aboard, two-wheeled wagon and all. We have the town practically
to ourselves—about fifteen hotels, and believe me it is a job with this wild, un-
tamed mob of 3,000. Food and clothing are my chief worry just now. The
poor children are alive with vermin, not having had a change of clothes for
weeks and weeks; and for two days it has poured, so washing will never dry.
Our laundry is the ocean, with five iron kettles for boiling, and telegraph poles
and stones for drying. We have two kitchens built outdoors—just huge cal-
drons, from which all are fed.

It's thundering and lightening, and the roof is leaking so here, I'll have to
g0 to bed to keep dry.

We are five—a Miss Halsey, Y. W. C. A.; a Miss Hall and Miss Eddy,
nurses ; a Mr. Betts, and myself. At present we live in one of the hotels, empty
except for us, located right on the beach. I go to sleep and wake with the
heavenly sound of the surf, and the most glorious view of snow-capped blue
mountains across the bay. The hills are covered with heather.

Must go—the drip is getting too much, so good-night.
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Telephone: PERA 2637

Cable address ‘“NEAREAST”
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