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Annual Gala of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens in NY 
By Vasilis Voultsos 

NEW YORK - The annual gala 
of the American School of Clas­
sical Studies at Athens was held 
May 9 at New York's Capitale 
Ballroom. 

The event attracted four hun­
dred philhellenes, archaeolo­
gists, diplomats, scholars, and 
charitable entrepreneurs to cel­
ebrate the educational offerings 
and years of excavations of the 
American School in Greece, 
which now number 138 consec­
utive years. 

The American School of Clas­
sical Studies at Athens, founded 
in 1881, provides graduate stu­
dents and academics with a con­
sortium of approximately 190 
colleges and universities in 
North America, and a base for 
research and study in Greece. 
These institutions -with courses 
in classical archeology, linguis­
tics, Byzantine, Ottoman and 
modern Greek studies, archeol­
ogy, political science, history 

and other social sciences - uti­
lize the American School's ex­
traordinary academic programs, 
excavations and libraries. The 
postgraduate program of the 
School is considered by many 
universities as a prerequisite for 
a PhD in Greek studies. 

The American School carried 
out archaeological excavations 
in the Athenian Agora, the era-

dle of democracy, beginning in 
1931, and in ancient Corinth 
since 1896. The theme of this 
year's gala, in perfect harmony 
with the Corinthian columns of 
the Beaux Arts Hall of the Capi­
tale Ballroom, was Celebrating 
the Corinth Excavations and Re­
membering Pioneering Archae­
ologist Hetty Goldman. 

The event began with a cock­
tail reception where the atten­
dees gathered to enjoy the ex­
hibition of Greek artists whose 
creations were available for pur­
chase in a silent auction 
throughout the evening. Dinner 
followed, accompanied by live 
Greek music. 

Nicholas Burns, a member of 
the Board of Directors of the 
School'sGennadius Library and 
former U.S. Ambassador to 
Greece, told The National Her­
ald, "I am here to support two 
great institutions, which I think 
are the anchor of American 
presence in Greece. Both have 
their beginnings in the 19th cen-

tury and are the best example 
of the Greek and American spir­
its. Whoever wishes to support 
Greece should support Genna­
dius and the American School 
of Classical Studies. I'm very 
happy to be here tonight." 

The head of the Kerkyra pub­
lications, Alexandra Vovolini, 
told TNH, "It is a great celebra­
tion for the American School of 

LEFT: Some designs inspired by ancient Greece are on display 
in the exhibition, including dresses by Alessandro Michele for 
Gucci and Karl Lagerfeld for Chloe. 

Classical Studies, which also in­
cludes the historical Gennadius 
Library. It is very moving to see 
American citizens supporting 
the culture of Greece, helping 
both archeology and our her­
itage, because in Gennadius 
there are very important collec­
tions of archives . This is the 
fp�th time the event has taken 
lplace in this great venue. It is 

� ABOVE: Academics, 
� administrators and board 
� members of the American 
� School of Classical Studies in 
� Athens gathered for a 
� 'family' photo at the end of 
� the gala. 

LEFT: Approximately 400 
people gathered at Capitale 
in New Y ork for the annual 
gala of the American School 
of Classical Studies in 
Athens, celebrating its 138 
years of operation. 

RIGHT: The pioneering 
archaeologist and academic 
Hetty Goldman. 

important that Americans at­
tend and learn about Greek cul­
ture, but it is also important to 
remember that we are also hon­
oring a woman pioneer tonight, 
Hetty Goldman." 

George T. Orfanakos, execu­
tive director of the American 
School, served as the master of 
ceremonies of the event and, af­
ter welcoming the audience, in-

CENTER: The "Harry Dress," left, and "Winston Dress," right, 
both by Greek designer Mary Katrantzou, flank Vaquera's play 
on the Tiffany jewelry pouch. 

, 

vited Alexander Zagoreos, 
Chairman of the Board of Direc­
tors, to the podium. Zagoreos 
said, "The success of the school 
in the most recent decades is liv­
ing proof of the dedication and 
generosity of administrators of 
this heritage, those who came 
before and those who are cur­
rently serving the school." 

This was followed by Jenifer 

Neils, professor and director of 
the school, who presented the 
documentary Hetty Goldman: 
First Among Equals. The voice 
of Hetty Goldman in the short 
documentary was performed by 
legendary Greek-American actor 
Olympia Dukakis. 

Hetty Goldman, a member of 
the well-known family who 
founded Goldman Sachs Invest­
ment Bank, could have chosen 
a much easier life. Instead she 
became the first female scholar 
of the American School of Clas­
sical Studies in 1911, the first 
woman to conduct archaeologi­
cal excavations on the Greek 
mainland as well as the first fe­
male professor at Princeton. 
Goldman worked in Greece and 
Turkey during a time of great 
conflict for the region. Her life 
was adventurous and often dan­
gerous. She was a fearless New 
Yorker who challenged the male 
establishment in the field of 
archeology, pioneering the way 
for many women to follow. 

Goldman's grandniece, 
Megan Goldman-Petri, climbed 
to the podium and thrilled the 
audience as she spoke of the im­
portance of her grandmother's 
legacy in her and her daughter's 
lives. Other speeches were of­
fered by William Loomis and 
Professors Mark Lawall, Jack 
Davis and Christopher Pfaff. 

The proceeds from the auc­
tion, the gala, and the evening's 
donations will support research 
and the archaeological excava­
tions in Corinth, and also help 
to build and expand the school's 
student center in Athens, which 
includes the following three 
buildings: Loring Hall, the An­
nex, and West House. This 
transformative project is esti­
mated to cost a total of $ 9. 7 
million and has a one-year 
deadline. "The completion of 
this phase will fulfill our goal of 
providing the best possible fa­
cilities for our students and 
scholars while contributing to 
our vision of preserving the his­
toric structures of the campus, 
increasing green space and im­
proving sustainability," said 
George Orfanakos. 

The event was attended by 
Ambassador Maria Theophilis, 
Consul General of New York Dr. 
Konstantinos Koutras, President 
of Atlantic Bank Nancy Pa­
paioannou, Nicholas Bums, 
Businessman John Catsimatidis 
with his wife Margo, and Yanna 
Darilis. 
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RIGHT: At left, an ensemble by Greek designer Mary Katrantzou 
from 2011 next to an ensemble by French designer Paul Poiret 
from 1912. 

Greek Connections in Met Museum's Camp: Notes on Fashion Exhibition 
By Eleni Sakellis politan Museum's Costume In­

stitute Gala featuring the exhi­
bitio� Ca�p: Not:s on Fashion, 

view the impressive exploration 
of one of fashion's most flam­
boy'.1Ilt th�mes before it opened 

Notes on Fashion also has some 
Greek connections. Greek de­
signer Mary Katrantzou is 

exhibition and ancient Greek 
motifs inspired some of the 
works on display. 

display of more recent creations 
highlighting the theme. Among 
the famous dresses and ensem-


