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VirGINIA GRACE, American School of Classical Studies,
Athens, Greece

Grant No. 1544 (1953), $1,000. Ancient Greek wine jars.

The Society’s grant is making possible a project essential to the
comprehensive study, which the grantee is preparing, of ancient Greek
standard wine containers. Important series ‘of these two-handled
earthenware jars had indications of the place of origin and the date
stamped on their handles, so that they provide valuable ‘evidence for
one of the principal branches of ancient commerce. The stamps were
apparently endorsements of capacity, and contain the names, and some-
times the titles, of various responsible persons; hence they are a source
of information on the administration of the issuing state. Finally, the
stamped fragments, to the increasing degree that their chronology is
being established, serve to date the ‘many and widespread excavation
deposits in which they are found.

The specific project which has been assisted by the grant is the classi-
fication and recording of the nearly 18,000 stamped handles in the
National Museum, Athens, in particular the Knidian, those, that is, from
wine jars made in Hellenistic times in Knidos, a port city of Asia Minor
opposite the island of Rhodes, which must have been the outlet for a
wine-growing hinterland. The Knidian form by far the most numerous
class in the National Museum collection; totalling mearly 14,000, the
National Museum Knidian are also the largest collection of their class
in existence. Taken together with the second largest group of Knidian,
those found in the excavations of the Athenian Agora, they show that
the stamped Knidian jar was the common wine container in Athens in
the Hellenistic period. Of this which is in some ways the most important
of the stamped series, no definitive study could be published without
taking into account the collection in the National Museum.

Toward the ordering of the mass of data to be obtained from this
huge collection, a numbered and alphabetically arranged repertory of
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Knidian stamp types was prepared in October, 1952, the chief basis of
which was formed by finds in the Athenian Agora and in Delos: the
number of distinct types came to just over 1800. Procedure with Knidian
at the National Museum, which began early in November, 1952, has been
as follows:

(1) Identification and numbering of handles by stamp types. (2) Photog-
raphy of new and corrected types, done currently with the identification.
(3) Arranging of handles for storage in order of type numbers. (4)
Checking of identifications by groups of duplicates, and labelling of
drawers in which the handles are stored. (5) Photography of superior -
examples, for better illustration of the repertory. (6) Numbering of
examples of the types. (7) Adding to the copy of the repertory a tally
of examples, and notes from the study of assembled groups, e.g. on
secondary stamps, on small handles indicating fractional containers, on
dates indicated by fabric, etc.

This program has been completed to the following extent: About
10,000 Knidian handles have been classified, numbered, stored in order,
their identification checked against photographs of the types, and the
drawers labelled. Of the rest, a good part have stamps too worn and
dim for precise identification; others will be identified after further
study. Space for additional examples has been left in the drawers.

As to photography, all new and corrected types have been photo-
graphed, and somewhat over half the work has been done which will
be desirable for the illustration of superior examples. Rather over a
quarter of the classified handles have received their example numbers:
this work will be continued by the assistant needed to fetch and carry for
the persons who will proceed with the photography and the study of
assembled groups. In the latter study, a beginning has been made, enough
to give an idea of the harvest to come.

Some results of the investigation may be cited now: about 180 new
stamp types have been identified, and about 150 types which were previ-
ously incompletely known are now corrected or restored. Further bulle-
tins may be published when the present project is complete. The results
of the investigation as a whole will be incorporated with information
derived from the grantee’s study of the collections from the excavations
in Delos and the Athenian Agora, to make the Knidian volume of a
corpus of wine jar stamps. This volume will be published by the Ameri-
can School of Classical Studies, Athens, as part of the final publication
of the results of the excavations of the Athenian Agora.

The Society’s grant has provided a large part of the costs of photog-
raphy and manual assistance needed for the National Museum project.
Most important, however, is its gift of the means of maintaining a
classified arrangement of some 14,000 specimens, the drawer storage
which not only renders individual stamps accessible for verification, but
also enables one to make comparisons of whole series, facilitates in
many ways every stage of the present investigation, and will continue to
open the material to further studies, for instance in the related field of
numismatics.
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Cabinet of 72 drawers, made in 1952 (set up 6 . Xs52))
materials, mechine work, and transport during manufacture 1,494,500
carpenter's wages 828,000
with drachmas at 15000 to the dollar 2,322,5008 0" $255
B _,f,,,,{ldu DVJ.’ 7
a total of
2. Cabinets ofA360 drawers, made in 1953 (set up 8.VII.53)
materials, machine work, and
trensport during manufacture, of drawers 5,014,500
of frames 4,515,500
of locking apparatus 391,100 G 0
transport to museum of finished drawers
and frames 125,000
carpenters' wages oy 3,407,000
5 - 7 -
, O with drachmas at 30000 to the dol. 13,453,100 or § 450
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Both lots were made at the Agora, the first by Master John himself,
the second under his supervision and at the cost of considerable effort
in plenning,especially for the purchase of lumber. Relatively more
material and lebor were required for the second lot then for the first,
because the museum required that the frames he made up in smaller units,
mostly to take 24 drawers.

Do you think an item might be added, a sort of
Master John, of say 1,00050007
o rma?
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Cost of Cabinets for Handles in Delos i ﬁ

After consideration of costs of 72-drawer cabinet made receatly for the

:
Hational fuseum, the following offer was made by the man in charge of such matters i
at the SYAOYPIIKON BPPOSTASION, AUTEA. AAMAAAA KAT Z.KAPAAH, AAPIANOY O, AOHNAI: |
de will mare & similar cabinet, with 72 drawers in a comnected frame, for ‘.
2,500,000, or two such - as needed for the Delos collection at present - for |
5,000,000, He will use Swedish wood throaghout, except for the floors or bottoms |
of the drawers, for whioch purpose there seems Lo be no suitable Swedish wood. The
drawers will be faced at both ends. (No nails showing, and mo ends of boards.)
1f it is necessary to divide the 72 drawers into two separate frames taking 36
sach, so that the 144 drawers will be in four fremes instead of two, there will be
on additional cost of 405,000 for Delos, or 202,518 each for two additional sides
of the frame (tho sides made up of two uprights and 88 oross-pieces for each side).
The Xarousoi have asked for these smaller cabinets for the Hlational Vuseum, so that
they can be msmdx moved easily without being taken apart. The frames are put togother
with sorews so they are ensily taken epart, and can be put together in less than en
hour, as done by us the other day in tie National Museum. But they prefer not to have
to depend on finding the carpenterj and the 72-drawer frems is e bit heavy for two
men to oarrys I mean of course the empty frame, with the drawers removed .
The weight of 144 drawers plus two frames is reckoned as about 800 kilos, about
a ton, and the cost of transport by caique to Delos is estimated at the carpentry shop
a8 about 500,000, There will aleo be the transport to Peirasus. The fremes will travel
"mooked down”, not put together,which would be oo bulky and too easily broken: they
w11l be ten (or twelve) upright "sides™ as above desoribed, 2 meters by .80 each, plis
about : long pleces to bidd them together. I suppose there will be a carpenter in
Jiykonos oapable of setting up the fremes, (= « - [) ittt i
Decision on the shape of the frames should probebly awit Mr.lmdolem's retum
from the islandsj he 1s due in ebout & week. but we oould start right away on the

drawers, if the expense is approved, snd thus hope to get the handles put awmy before
winter really starts.
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