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Mjiy 9, 1963

Dear Saaml,

Would it be possible for us to photograph some of your stamped handles

one afternoon early next week?

We have quite a lot of work still to finish the Kational Museum handles

listed to be photographed. But apart from this, I have received some fresh

film which I must use in Egypt later this month, and I am anxious to be sura

of knowing the right exposure before I go. It would be a great help if we

may make our test by carrying on with neoessary photography on National

Museum handles.

As ever.

Yours
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Clt+IH.<l|tC /V-/UO L ŜTS iS .P . AJi^CZi pH-^Y'.'̂ i ^->-^

]<L T^yt- -- '%^\r l-^-r 2^.2.6^c) ,
)'<S~r^^ S" ^ "Zp /^. ^ )<^"~r ..'̂ <1 3r / ..— -<-<-r--<

L^iJ} ' <551-''-'-'-/ ^X^XvO
•3 <Cr-Vt<i« '^.i^a — ya-c^

— f *=^—1.-^ I <5Xy» —^

^(LCyLyy<)X«_-U_^ ^ /ls-,y'LtyC„ tf^ 1"^ . .S" ^-C._—<r
1^

7
L-y^

^ /U. <M^ .

Cu

^"ZZrvi .«:X-A——- tXU_yyo«^ ty\JLyojL^-^ j - /-uXC
/ .^ .. _iA ,40. • 6 _ ^U--=^/y \

) A„^ /. .. .. .«LS '' '' j



•1^

a.

''I
5-

r>i

4

N a'v,! Pa-.A^i A-iuX' u^,',!

b VvcoJuv q/...c-'-V>o
-^1———

A.

.0-

. /V

2.V> Cj '̂ ; \~ 11- ('fiM -IS. ^>«'•^•*o•'̂
V ».

JVa ^A< \ AV "T, t'>t, I"̂ • '
..-Otv C'4.s^cn4\ VXf, E^Al l-AS"

A',
vn"", 1,5^, i^oP.'L>/*'| A

f (3US,a ilv\ •, T' At'f'"' 1-1 I

^ Rl avA • ', 1 ' 0!^ r^r^y i - S

•, e'M .'f-' A

TE'f. i'''" ^^•

K^Cxj y^J>r^aA^ ; Hc'A, t' M. "i
") ^ (V '̂ "' '^' ^ 8^t\ C/U (- 3

I2~

J • i f.

'I.
••('•^ r'^

'

1
LK L ^

^•••1,. ••

V . '



, p—— • ( 1 1 1

l\^ l/j-^—! ir-'-C -^Cwa—
(rvi if yi,.
I , • . I 1 ill

1
I.^KS3lJA^

KX. 182^1.
_L .3 KT--S26-

"4CT-~62^

711:6.'^110^.
- -7, I^T K)15-

'"~8. KT 1625
iKI .1540 ^

.J—lO-^T" 16B3

i ' ill^T I60^^dv^l^

'i r

I'' — --—I—. 4i^?jlyg^sss—_—^

, ,i2.

-J u.

ir
oS4Z

T«c^ s-rrAo L.-.i^x_.ii,*iL4'C!, 1.
joy^ I. I I i 1 T

<?i

i4/'e:4:;:;
iin' X.-

' '4-
15.

f I vS IS

Ta1e~ 4.^viiic)ii)(:Vi_
: I 'i

j ;— - - • .. ..T .4 —I ^— —j ;- •
; - ii^A.£Yn!©H£. .dTOpJiora

(is ;1?68)

-r—+-

-1-

i_
I

I-
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Stoa of AttaloE

February 16, 1961

Dear Semni,

1) Iferia "Will tell you that we would like, if not inconvenient to

you, to photograph amphora s'tamps in the basement as before, for a

number of afternoons, beginning perhaps next Tuoeday, (February 21).

I should plan to come about 1:30 and stay for a time, and Maria would

finish the fiamx.

Since so early in the afternoon I cannot have my assistant Andreas

Dimoulinis, would it be convenient for me to bring my volunteer assistant

Philippa Jallaoe (Professor vYallaue's daughter)? She would be able to

help Maria and me in many v®,ys, preparing the material, putting it away

again, making lists, etc., as she does here* This would make our work

go more quickly.

2) I would particularly like to ask if Maria could bring hare for

cleaning and mending the fragments of that Roman jar from the Antikythera

wreck. I think your mender is too busy to do it, and just now we have a

mender free. The jar is much needed for photography and a profile drawing,

for that joint publication of which you know.

Today wo haerd (a letter to Poly Dimoulini) that Lucy and Alison have

taken plane reservations on March 31et.

Yours,

i;

ih



Virginia Grace, American School of Classical Studies,
Athens, Greece

Grant No. 1544 (1953), $1,000. Ancient Greek wine jars.

The Society's grant is making possible a project essential to the
comprehensive study, which the grantee is preparing, of ancient Greek
Standard wine containers. Important series of these two-handled
earthenware jars had indications of the place of origin and the date
stamped on their handles, so that they provide valuable evidence for
one of the principal branches of ancient commerce. The stamps were
apparently endorsements of capacity, and contain the names, and some
times the titles, of various responsible persons; hence they are a source
of information on the administration of the issuing state. Finally, the
stamped fragments, to the increasing degree that their chronology is
being established, serve to date the many and widespread excavation
deposits in which they are found.

The specific project which has been assisted by the grant is the classi
fication and recording of the nearly 18,000 stamped handles in the
National Museum, Athens, in particular the Knidian, those, that is, from
wine jars made in Hellenistic times in Knidos, a port city of Asia Minor
opposite the island of Rhodes, which must have been the outlet for a
wine-growing hinterland. The Knidian form by far the most numerous
class in the National Museum collection; totalling nearly 14,000, the
National Museum Knidian are also the largest collection of their class
in existence. Taken together with the second largest group of Knidian,
those found in the excavations of the Athenian Agora, they show that
the stamped Knidian jar was the common wine container in Athens in
the Hellenistic period. Of this which is in some ways the most important
of the stamped series, no definitive study could be published without
taking into account the collection in the National Museum.

Toward the ordering of the mass of data to be obtained from this
huge collection, a numbered and alphabetically arranged repertory of

Reprinted from Year Book op The American Philosophical Society, 195.3
269-270
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Knidian stamp types was prepared in October, 1952, the chief basis of
which was formed by finds in the Athenian Agora and in Delos: the
number of distinct types came to just over 1800. Procedure with Knidian
at the National Museum, which began early in November, 1952, has been
as follows:

(1) Identification and numbering of handles by stamp types. (2) Photog
raphy of new and corrected types, done currently with the identification.
(3) Arranging of handles for storage in order of type numbers. (4)
Checking of identifications by groups of duplicates, and labelling of
drawers in which the handles are stored. (5) Photography of superior
examples, for better illustration of the repertory. (6) Numbering of
examples of the types. (7) Adding to the copy of the repertory a tally
of examples, and notes from the study of assembled groups, e.g. on
secondary stamps, on small handles indicating fractional containers, on
dates indicated by fabric, etc.

This program has been completed to the following extent: About
10,000 Knidian handles have been classified, numbered, stored in order,
their identification checked against photographs of the types, and the
drawers labelled. Of the rest, a good part have stamps too worn and
dim for precise identification; others will be identified after further
study. Space for additional examples has been left in the drawers.

As to photography, all new and corrected types have been photo
graphed, and somewhat over half the work has been done which will
be desirable for the illustration of superior examples. Rather over a
quarter of the classified handles have received their example numbers;
this work will be continued by the assistant needed to fetch and carry for
the persons who will proceed with the photography and the study of
assembled groups. In the latter study, a beginning has been made, enough
to give an idea of the harvest to come.

Some results of the investigation may be cited now: about 180 new
stamp types have been identified, and about 150 types which were previ
ously incompletely known are now corrected or restored. Further bulle
tins may be published when the present project is complete. The results
of the investigation as a whole will be incorporated with information
derived from the grantee s study of the collections from the excavations
in Delos and the Athenian Agora, to make the Knidian volume of a
corpus of wine jar stamps. This volume will be published by the Ameri
can School of Classical Studies, Athens, as part of the final publication
of the results of the excavations of the Athenian Agora.

The Society s grant has provided a large part of the costs of photog
raphy and manual assistance needed for the National Museum project.
Most important, however, is its gift of the means of maintaining a
classified arrangement of some 14,000 specimens, the drawer storage
which not only renders individual stamps accessible for verification, but
also enables one to make comparisons of whole series, facilitates in
many ways every stage of the present investigation, and will continue to
open the material to further studies, for instance in the related field of
numismatics.
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February 22, 1958

Dr. ChristOS Karouzos
Director,
national Archaeological Museum
Athens

Dear Dr. Karouzos;

In July 1954, by Mrs. Karouzos' permission, I ^otographed some
jars believed to come from the Antikythera wro»k.

I would like now to use one of these photographs, of which I
enclose a print, in a publication of stamped handles found at ancient
Nessana in Palestine, to show the shape of the whole Coan jar of the

period of some of the Nessana fragments.

May I have your permission to publish this photograph?
f

f

Yours sinoerely,
. y

>• ' ^
I

Virginia Grace '

V >
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Report for the YEAR BOOK on the project supported

by Grant No. iSkk 1000.) from the Penrose Fund

The Society's grant is making possible a project essential

to the comprehensive study, which the grantee Is preparing, of

ancient Greek standard wine containers. Important series of

these two-handled earthenware jars had Indications of the place

of origin and the date stangied on their handles, so that they

provide valuable evidence for one of the principal branches of

ancient commerce. The stamps were apparently endorsements

of capacity, and contain the names, and sometimes the titles,

of various responsible persons; hence they are a source of

Information on the administration of the Issuing state. Finally,

the stamped fragments, to the Increasing degree that their chro

nology Is being established, serve to date the many and wide

spread excavation deposits In which they are found.

The specific project which has been assisted by the grant

Is the classification and recording of the nearly 18,000

stamped handles In the National Museum, Athens, In particular

the Knldlan, those, that Is, from wine jars made In Hellenistic

times In Knldos, a port city of Asia Minor opposite the Island

of Rhodes, which must have been the outlet for a wlne-growlng

hinterland. The Knldlan form by far the most numerous class In

the National Museum collection; totalling nearly ll|.,000, the

20.Of



f •
> - 2 -

National Museiom Knidian are also the largest collection of

their class in existence. Taken together with the second

largest group of Knidian, those found in the excavations of

the Athenian Agora, they show that the stamped Knidian jar was

the common wine container in Athens in the Hellenistic period.

Of this, which is in some ways the most important of the

stamped series, no definitive study could be published without

taking Into account the collection In the National Museum,

Tov^ard the ordering of the mass of data to be obtained

from this huge collection, a numbered and alphabetically

arranged repertory of Knidian stamp types was prepared In

October, 1952, the chief basis of which was fomed by finds In

the Athenian Agora and In Delos: the number of distinct types

came to just over I8OO, Procedure with Knidian at the National

Museum, which began early in November, 1952, has been as follows:

1) Identification and nxmberlng of handles by stamp types

2) Photography of new and corrected types, done currently

with the Identification

3) Arranging of handles for storage In order of type nvtmbers

Ij.) Checking of Identifications by groups of duplicates,

and labelling of drawers in which the handles are stored

5) Photography of superior examples, for better Illustration

of the repertory

6) Numbering of examples of the types

7) Adding to the copy of the repertory a telly of examples,

and notes from the study of assembled groups, e.g. on

secondary stamps, on small handles Indicating fractional

containers, on dates Indicated by fabric, etc.

•70- 07-
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This program has been completed to the following extent:

About 10,000 Knldian handles have been classified, numbered,

stored in order, their identification checked against photo

graphs of the types, and the drawers labelled. Of the rest,

a good part have stamps too worn and dim for precise identi

fication; others will be identified after further study,

(Space for additional examples has been left in the drawers.)

As to photography, all new and corrected types have been

photographed, and somewhat over half the work has been done ^

which will be desirable for the illustration of superior

examples. Rather over a quarter of the classified handles

have received their example numbers; this work will be con

tinued by the assistant needed to fetch and carry for the

persons who will proceed with the photography and the study

of assembled groups. In the latter study, a beginning has

been made,enough to give an idea of the harvest to come.

Some results of the investigation may be cited now: about

180 new stamp types have been identified, and about 150 types

which were previously incompletely known are now corrected or

restored. Further bulletins may be published when the present

project is complete. The results of the investigation as a

whole will be incorporated with information derived from the

grantee's study of the collections from the excavations in

Delos and the Athenian Agora, to make the Knidian volTjme of

a corpus of wine Jar stamps. This volvuoe will be published

•1-P'OZ
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by the American School of Classical Studies, Athens, as part

of the final publication of the results of the excavations of

the Athenian Agora.

The Society's grant has provided a large part of the costs

of photography and manual assistance needed for the National

Museum project. Most important, however, is its gift of the

means of maintaining a classified arrangement of some ll|.,000

specimens, the drawer storage which not only renders individual

stamps accessible for verification, but also enables one to

make comparisons of whole series, facilitates in many ways

every stage of the present investigation, and will continue to

open the material to further studies, for instance in the

related field of mamismatics.

Virginia Grace

American School of Classical
Studies

Athens, Greece

December 12, 19^3



Athens, Greece
December 12, 19!?3

DISBURSEMENT OP GRANT No. l^kk- FROM THE PENROSE FUND

For specially printed duplicate pads, used in establishing
a repertory and in tallying of examples . • . $ 15.

For drawers in which to establish classified storage
of specimens:

1) Frame containing 72 drawers, made before the
devaluation of the drachma: 2,322,500 drachmas, or 155.

2) Frames containing a total of 360 drawers, made
after devaluation: 13*553*100 drachmas, or • . 14-52.

For manual and clerical assistance (post-devaluation). . 150,

For transportation of personnel and tools of research
back and forth from the Museum during nine months
(post-devaluation) estimated . . . ... 50,

For photographic costs:

1) One 100-foot roll of 35 film, ca. . . . 7,

2) Prints, including enlargements, from I8 rolls of
ca. 32 frames (post-devaluation) ....

Remainder, to be used for continued photographic costs . -

$1000.

Comment on disbursement

The admirable and unusual promptness with which the Society's
grant was made and announced should have made possible an early
start on the project. However, problems were presented by the
decision to award one-half the sum requested, causing a little
delay in the undertaking, which is now slightly less advanced than
had been expected. This delay had the fortunate result of putting
most of the expenditure after April 10, 1953* when the drachma was
devalued from 15*000 to 30,000 to the dollar. The devaluation did
not of course really double the value of the grant, because drachma
prices for some commodities (such as lumber) rose quickly to some
extent. But in combination with help from the Agora Excavations,
it has made the grant almost equal in value to that requested; the
help has included the developing gratis in the Agora darkroom of
most of the films, and the construction of the drawers and frames
in the Afjora workshop, at a reduction in cost due partly to the
personal attention and effort of the master carpenter.

Virginia Grace
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Decem'ber 11, 1QH6

Dear Semnl,

Thank ynu so much for your letter of 5 Novemher, and for the "beautiful
drawings, which arrived today. I ara greatly o"bliged to the artist,
Mr. Heliopoulos. I think I have never seen such fine di?iv;ings of stamps.
I am thinking of having them ffamed to decorate my office.

But please don't have him do any more, ajs least until we can make a
careful selection. You know there are more than 100,000 stamped handles
collected here and there. He should not waste his talents on things that
come in many copies, and that need a siiecialist to interpret/^ poor cxainples.

Slli Pa-nadiraitriou expects to sail for Oreece in a'bout a week. I have
read translations of some of her recent work, and am impressed with it,
especially what I have seen of a long poem. I hope very much that it
will "be pu^blished.

Thank you for what you say a'bout my "brother. He would he pleased
at your memory of hira. His visits to (rreece were the turning points
of his life.

My greetings to you both for Christonas and the New Tear.
B^e you before too long.

I hone to
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^S.oz,

'AOrva 5 Moejj-Ppiou 1940

^kya.n'r x^ Virginia

A^v xaTa7v.rxPaCvu ;T.cjc biv 'KaxCipQuea T060V •i'ap6 vd a~avTr,6cj

6x6 Ypdp,p,a eou.El'vaps 5ucjc tooT] 5ou7v.eL.d ct6 Mou6£ro5Tco6 t6 ixuaAo ua^

epiexoTQv exei.'ec S/Jv.ou x& ayyeXa tTvai axoixi] cpu7aiYli '̂̂ ^^ p,66a cxlg

xdeees xaC 6ev jinopD vd Ppw acxd nod SrjTttc.Uovo 7vI!y« x^podVaa 6"6

auoopttc Ppoxa xaC 601: dTd7v.v(Aj (p,e to TaxTtxo Taxt'̂ 'P©!-''̂ "©) xd dxeOiQ-

7co6 ?XuV£ y i-d cdva o PcoYpdooc; Toij Mou6£.(ou x.'A7i.exoc nana'ri7v. idnou7i.og.

"Av G|7.£Is tou Ypdoeic 5c6 X6yi.ci scxap u>t Crig. eTvcu oncuc p7.£n£is p,£.YC(.-

7u,peva cfV-» Q^opds.

Aun'r,9Txap,£ noP.d Yi-d t5v GdvxTov Tou (5up,TraO£dtdTou d5e7\.(pou 6ou.

"EXSIS •'<al dn6 Toes 5>-i6 (xac x"-LpeilclJ.aTa jXaGu-c xaC dno T- '̂̂ v E.
Haspels nod PpCoxetat' i?:5w Ytd 7*.fYES "ni-idpec .

retd Sou
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March 5» 19^6

Bear Semnl*

It is good to hear from Hociney Young that you are "both well
and in the mueeum* I v;as in the Middle East until after the
liheration of Greece* "but was unable to get an assignment there*
or even pormisoion for a short visit before 1 left Cairo January
15* 19^5* Since then* like others* I have been reading all the
news 1 could* mid trying to understand what was happening.

^rhen I got back to this country* I was offered the opportunity
to work on ny research on stemped an^horaa here at this Institute
(on the suggestion of Professor Meritt). Burlng the past two
months I Imve been wortdng out a scheme to make a corpus of amphora
stamp types a practical posniblMty. The Institute is vjilling to
mcourage the scheme to the extent of allovdng me some further time
for associated research. I hope that when the plan Is submitted
to a further audience» funds may bo made available to carry It
out as a whole*

If we are successftO. in this* do you think th'-t the handles
in the Katlonal ^!u3eum rai^t be Included? I feel sure that many
must have been added to the collection since the publication of
Buraont's Inscrlritions Cerfimiques (I87I). I should like to know
also the situation v/ith regard to finds from German excavations*
like the handles from the Keramelkos# or those from Samos (there
seemed to be about a thousand in the workrooms at the Heralon
in 1939).

If there is someone ether than yourself to whom I should
address formal requests for permission to study and publish
these objects* 1 ^ould be grateful for instructions*

'ilv

•\

iTT/^-
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Athene, December 27* 19^6.

Dear V,
' ^

r
I was down at the Epigeaphical Museum this morning and I measured

up that bin of bin-e# handles that you asked about. It is about 2.00 m.
long by 1.50m. wide by roughly 1.20 m. deep. Multiplied out this gives
5.6 cubic meters. I noticed, however, that there were many loom weights,
and some tiles, brazier handles and even lamps mixed in, so that I
imagine that this figure would have to be reduced by say one third or
one fourth, leaving somewhere around two and a half cubic meters for the
handles. Using your Alexandrian figure of 550^^ per cubic meter we arri«
at about 8000 as the number in the E.M. bin, which is considerably less
than you and Mr. Mitsos got by closing your eyes and tninking hard'.
(Once when I took 100 whole ostraka and put them in a tin and measured
the space they occupied and then multiplied out, I got about 8000 to a
cubic meter, but they are rather smaller, and especially thinner and
flatter than the handles) -

I have no idea how many hanoles there may be at the Kerameikos
or whether it is possible to find out, but I hope to be going down there
one day with Threpsiades who is looking something up for Ben Meritt
and I will try to find out.

A bulletin on Agora handle finds of the last season would not make
very exciting reading I am afraid. There were only slightly over 100
handles found and no really good well or cistern groups. The only

LAG-YWC tid-bit thajf Rodney and I can think of is the one stamped ATTAAOY of^ ' which I enclose the card and a photo.

I think of you these days in Rochester trying to promote the Gorpts
ansarum and I wish I were there to do a little lobbying for you. It woii d
be a most useful piece of work, and if it is not done by you now I cant
imagine when or by whom it would be done.

Happy New Year,

Yours,

A*: \ :r:
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lOecem'ber 11, 19^6

TDesr (rene:

I don't know to how many people I am ohll^ted for those fine and
very prompt pictures of Agora stamps* I have written Alison my
gratitude. Will you please convey to her my apologies for misspelling
her name, a horrid thing to do. And thank you very much your own
help ahout the pictures.

There is something I'd like to know whenever it may he convenient
for you to go over to the Spigraphical Museum. I'd like a rou^ esti
mate as to how many handles are in that hin or heap or whatever it is.
An equivalent figured out in the Alexandria museum hy counting the con
tents of a measured cas§'̂ 5f300 per cuhio meter, which is very approxi
mate of course. Mr. Mitsos and I hy closing our eyes and thinking hard
have made a guess that his collection is between 25,000 and 30,000. I'd
like to know whether that seems prohahle when one goes and looks at them.
This is a kind of information which I can't seem to get from Somnl..

Further news for which I shotild he grateful: where and rou^ly
how many are the handles found in the Kerameikos? if such information
is availnhle vrithout too much research. Also, a bulletin on Agora
handle finds of the last season.

piece for the Shear number was on "Standard Pottery Containers-nof
the Ancient Oreek World", and was designed to he coanrehensihle in a
broad way, as well as bringing things up to date generally. The nex^, and
perhaps last, opus is planned to present "quel neceaaario raggruppamento
di epcnlmi e fabbricanti, senza del quale, I'auspicato da piu studiosi
Corpus ansanim potrebbe non esser altro se non un'immatura e faticosa
elaborasione di materiale che deve attendere ancore nuove scoperte per
poter essera organicamante vagliato e ordinato." Amen. I am going to
the Christmas meetings, largely to promote the corpus anaarum, and thence
to TorAnto (the m'^ctings being in Hochester) to stay with an aunt and see
the Thompsons and others (Vfa-llaces).

At a local lecture meeting two ni^ts ago, Pick Stllwell told me
that George "ilLderkin had just inforoed him that Homer is to take Miss
Goldman's place here at the Institute. This Is the extent of my
knox-rledge on the subject.. If it is defAnite, you have probably heard
it already yourself.

My love to Joan. Ask her if there is something I can have sent to
her. Merry Christmas to all of you.

W-
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Lir, BernaEa V.Bothuier
American Research Center in E^i/pt
Isis Building, hharia el .Valda
Garden City, Cairo

Bear jr. Bothmer;

Your let'er of February 10 was a bit slow in reaching -
I see the Athens cancellation is February Ij. About this tiixe
I had a slight accident myself, for which I am at present under
house arrest, but have maagea so far to keep out of the hosp
ital. I'm so orry^to hear of your bad luck, anu hope you are
now fully recovered,

I don't, know if you know the setup of the l^c,itional kuseum
here. The director is Br. Christos Karouzos, the aesiatant
director his wife, Lr, Buffides is the Curator of the Egyptian
collection. In the matter of photographs needed for somebody
I know in England, he was as helpful as possible, hut he has r
no access to his own material, which as you know is still in
cases, Mrs, Karouzou came up to see me one day, having haa*a
that I was laid up (I live in our School building, anu sue uad
been working in our library)^ l mentioned that I iiau seun you
in Egypt, ana askeu if she had heafa anything about yournecu to
work on materi^ in the Museum's Egyptian collection, i found
this to be a dis^;inctly touchy subject, duu couldn't get very
far. They are under a great deal of pressure from all icinas of
archaeologists wanting to work on their stuff, and it is natur
al that the Egyptian collection would be the lastb tning they
could give priority to.

I don't know tgjjj^^^m Miss Richter spoke, but ,i*ir8, Earouzou
did not seem to know your project. I did not show her your
letter, because I was convinced by Lucy lulcott's opinion that
peo|>le prefer a direct approach. Your best chance would probab
ly be to write to the Birector (ur. Chrflistos Earouzos, Rational
Museum of Archaeology, Patissia Boulevard, Athens). Lucy i.
thinks that the idea of their stuff being properly represented
in a corpus wonld have an appeal. You should bear in minu. that
you would be asking a lot, opening cases in a mus-um seems to
involve lots more than carpenters, andthey ckearly don't want
to do it until they are ready to exhibit, which would not oe
possible at present, because there is no room, tho museum being
still under recoHstruotion following damage in the civil war.
The rooms they have set up are of course exceedingly gooa, x
mean the exhibition so far as it rias got,

I hope that this and other attractions will ixiduCc: you anu
Mrs,Bothmer to call our way even if you cannot ulO quite whdt

S<9. Ot
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February 10, 1955

Miss Virginia Grace
c/o American School of Classical Studies
Souidou Street

Athens, Greece

In the beginning of the year I had an accident and
have just got out of the hospital — this merely by way of
explaining why I did not write to you before.

My predicament with regard to the Egyptian pieces
in the National Museum is the following: I know most of them
from bad photographs, and the texts of the majority were pub
lished in the beginning of the century. Therefore they are
often cited but the publication is entirely insufficient. As
I mentioned to you I am working on a corpus of Late Egyptian
sculpture (fully endorsed by the XXIIIrd International Congress
of Orientalists, Cambridge, England, 1954) in collaboration with
two other Egyptologists, and it so happens that some of the key
pieces are in Athens, the only collection this side of the Iron
Curtain which has remained inaccessible to me for all these years.

At various times, friends and colleagues have approached
the powers to be in my behalf, and Miss Richter wrote me after her
visit to Athens last February that she had been more or less as
sured that the pieces could be unpacked for me this year. Of
course, I am not too hopeful, but since I have to return to the
U.S. this summer I would like to make one more try. It may take
years before I can come out again as far east as Greece. There
fore I should be very grateful to you if you could explore the
situation. Of course, I shall be glad to defray the cost incurred
in moving the crates, unpacking and repacking, provided that I
shall be permitted to fully record the pieces, archaeologically^
epigraphically and photographically, for study purposes (not for
publication). I might add that I have worked in over 80 museums
thus far, recording Late Egyptian sculpture, and have never been
denied permission to do this work as fully as ii necessary for an
international Corpus,



I append a list of the pieces which are known to me from
the literature and other sources. There may be more, but with
out having had access to the collection it is impossible at the
present time to give a complete list. I also do not know the
registration numbers of all of them.

I shall greatly appreciate whatever you can find out to
help me in this matter. My wife joins me in sending you our
best regards and all good wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Ji
Bernard V. Bothmer

3o'03>

ATHENS, National Museum

Late Egyptian Sculpture (stone)

(1) no. Female draped statue, granite, holding sistrum
(so-called priestess of Isis)

(2) no. Striding man, wide wig, eyes formerly inlaid,
emblematic staves in both fists, broken off
at knee level

(3) no. Block statue ('statue-cube') with statuette of
Osiris between feet; 3 colinnns of inscriptions
on back pillar

(4) no. 107 Standing osiriphoros, green schist, inscribed
for Psamtik-sa-neith. Height 62 cm.

(5) no. A112 Bearded funerary deity in long robe, seated,
granite, inscribed for Mentuemhat. Height
48 cm.

(6) no. 917 Block statue, dark green schist, height 43 cm.
(7) no. 922 Kneeling naophoros, inscribed round naos and on

back pillar, height 41 cm.

(8) no. 932 Kneeling naophoros with demotic inscriptions on
base of naos and statue base, height 36 cm.

(9) no. 1267 Kneeling male figure, hands resting on thighs,
inscribed for Ankh-ba-Djedet, black granite,
height 34 cm.

(10) no. 1589 Black granite statuette fragment inscribed for
Nesmin and MMMMUMWiff Mentuemhat

(11) no, 1983 Grey granite block statue of Hor-wedja son of
Harwa, 4 cols, of inscr. on front of fflffMMMMW
garment, 3 cols, on back pillar and 1 line round
base. Height 45 cm.

(12) no. 2009 Limestone statue of man with bag wig holding sup-
portless naos and wearing long coat, legs and
feet missing. Coat and back pillar inscribed.
^ Height 47 cm.
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Dear Miss Grace:
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Sharia el Walda

Garden City
Cairo

TELEPHONE: 27076 - CAIRO

Cairo

February 16, 1956

This is merely a PS to my letter of February 10.
In coming to the end of the page I left off the most important
piece in Athens, the head of Ptol. VI Philometor, published in
AM 12 (1887), pp. 212-222, pi. 7-8. Please be so kind to add
it to the list.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard V. Bothmer
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