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A typescript "KERAMiSIKOb - numbering of

stamped Handles" was made in 1965 for -Professor

WilloTTisen. A copy of this is filed in the KERAtlSIKOS Il|

folder by its date, 28.X.65. This gives a fair director

to the collection. More KGA numbers have of course beeni

given since 1965.
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Mr. KovacROVics
German Sxcavations

K(i raine ikoa
Athens

Dear Kovacsovios,

Athene ^3 September 1981

I am writinp; you on behalf of TUse Virg;inia Grace,

A couple of yearc ago she took rubbinge of the stamped amphorae handles found

recently in Keramoikos. They bore the nos K.G.A 2265 -2S64. From this series

a few handles were missing i.e. LGA 2265 - 22 67, 2331 , 2oS9 - 2540, 2350,

and 2356 - 2361.

ffe have boen told that you are to publish them. Will you be kind

enough to let us come eone day to tne etDreroom of Kerameikos to look at

these hamdles and take rubbings of them? \lm would like to have at the same

time any iufoi*mation about context.

Waen we fill the gap of the above stamped handles Mis V, Grace will

send you a copy of the readings of all of tnam.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely yours

Maria Petropoulakou
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Horwaaikoa: SAH in a deposit dug; in 1962 by the Dipylon Gate
("Dipylcm 62 unter Straase 11 9^)

In one of tha strata teslde the iJipylon Gate, in an oxoavation of 1962, 7

siaiaped amphora handles were found. Those consiBtef of S Thatian and a proto-Fhodian,

and may be sarnmarised as follows:

nama

Thasian Ai'IiiO^Aiw

M H

N n

" KFlliOMaNili

• TllAB?iJUCO£

«• t

•iarly hhodian

device inv. no. rof. for stamp type

bird GA 1770 Bon. Timbres de Thasos, no.599

(?) pilos 177] Bon, no. 366 (?)

vine 1769 (now type)

mask 177S Oon, no. 1049

horn 1772 Bon, 159S

dolphin 1774 (hew typs?)

IV 75 Of, Nilsson, Timb^-es de Lindos
p«i 526^ no. HIS (not .lust the same

A stamp of THAflMASOZ 1160, Boa no. 607) was found in ThompsanU i^enonlstic

Sroup A. An amphora of THAiAiA)-. 12, bS 14261, bearlnp a stamp liVce Bon no. 1600, was
oonstruction

found in 1957 In the oonstruotion filling of Agora well F 17 : 5j this packing has

been dated i 8/4 of 4th century, see Agora XII.

Tha top of a jar of AFIITO^AHHX, Sl> 14096 with stamp like Son 406 (tha darioe a

nmskr of, GA 1773 abore) was fojnd in the filling of Agora pit A 17 : S,dated 520-

290 3.C. in Agora XII. Another handle of AF32T04ANH2, SS 14457, was fountf in 1960

in the oonstruotion filling of the perlityle of the tloHaia, dated by Thompson thir*

quarter of tha 4th oenturyj the stamp type is Bon no. 586, of which OA 1771 is probably

an example, -ho sections preserlMd on S 14906 scad 14437 show that the

second-named ccoes from an amphora of somewhat earlier date than the other, thus

eorrespending with the dates of the fills j the aotlvrlty of APlbTOVAhiU (of whcM very

typos are kaowa} seems to have extended over a considerable period, perhaps from

the third to the last quarter of the / 4th eentury*

I Aai • .i
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The foragolns is oelooted from a repoi-t of 8»XIi,ti2 given to ProfeeHor /iilleirisen.

1 «as intereBtod at that tiiae in the relation of thia material to that found at Koroni,

and when I received (the following day) a request from ilAT for a short article on the

ctamps from Koroni, I got pennieaion frcm the Kerameikoa excavators, Villemsen and

Gruben, to include a report on the Dipylon group# I had understood that those Dipylon

handles oama from a atrosifl that was the original roadway of tho Dipylon Gate, dated

therefore with it, 8ot In April 1963 I learned fron Dr. Gyuben that this was not so,

they came from a later level, perhaps very liti^la later but one cannot say, with which

the construction of the Dipylon Gate was not connected. So 1 decided not to include this

report in my Koroni artiole, the context of the group not being closely dated by context.

On th^ dating of Thacian stampe in general, sea ^elos 27, pp, 554-356, a brief

sum ary vslth references to aarlJ.er work. Achange in stamping procedure in Thasos

occurred in or about 340 3.0. The approxipmte date derives from that of the late

redfigow nottery Pound in quantity, with numerous Thasian stamps of a distinotivc kind,

in a deposit at the Pnyx, The redflgure was cotisidered to date a little later than

Ulynthos. The year 540 is timt of the take-over of T;iE,eoo by Philip of f^anedon; the
2-aame

break In system of the stamping (a change from iamaoi to 1-name stamps) is such as one

expects to find explained by an administrative change, F.xoavations in Thasos in 1965-

1965 brought confirmation! Y, Garlan was able to distinguish suocesBiye stmta con

taining stamped Thneian handles, and the interrelation of the strata oonfirmed the earllei

da+e of the 2-nai»e stamps, found apparently unmixed in a lower stratum, covered with

a layer which -ontained partly 2-naae stamps and partly l-nams stamps. See Y, Garlan in

BCH 90, 19'6, pp, 586-662j pp, 642-646 list items from "eouohe 12" and "oouohe 10"

at the Porte d'^ermsij "oouone 9" o rries the trend .»\irther. By the Pprte de Zeus

he also found stratified layers, of which the lower^(anyhow by its s^oa^iT^w^ to
follow an after the highest (9) at the Porte d^Hermes} it contained only l-na-» stamps,

but they see* to be^eSTt^ earl est with I name (aooordlng to \'«riouB indications of
style, and Independent dating of sobb of the mmss from other deposits, 0,5, at the Agora

Pros study of Garlan's publloation ef his groups (we know the staiq>s also from rubbings

and his publication ie based on readings made with the help of our files), we arrive
/
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at a ueaful ssqtlience of groups;

A. Garlan» ^orte d^^raeg, oouoha 12 (all S-naow or oquivalant, so before oa. 340 3C)

B. " " " "10 (mostly 2-nam)

C. " " " "9 (half and half)

" " de 20ufi, lower group (early l-nanej no E-matae)

S " II II n upper " (crrovlap of narias with D, but sorae now)

f. Agora deposit Q 10 : 1, listed in Agora XII aa "oa, 325-300 B.C. ?"

Note that A, 3, and C are from auporposed strata of whioh G in the highest# and

tiiat £ was on top of il.

froup '/ shows an overlap of 5 nanea with B (AIKPI^N, AIJXFiN, API2T?.ld'dr# AP12T0-

A1K02, AI2XP1KH i.s also in C# but othszwrise none of the na^wa in F appear

in any other of the groups save B) but inoludea also these parsons, not In aty

Garlan group: NIAOAa'iOZ, UOyAYAhHi:, iira^liiOAIZ, and IIYeisai III, PYOias 17 (ooiimonest),

and 7. (Tlia numerous Ihaaian one-name types with the naine liYeiar sort themsolres

into 9 different styles, the earll -at datable in the 4th century, the latest perhaps

after 200 B.C. GarlanU groups oontaln a single stamp with this name, one of the types

of 5!Y©ISW II (see p, 645 of his artiole for this item), certainly earlier than any of

^VSjhe types in GrcjAp F,)

^ ssquenoe of the groups is clearly right. For dates derived from GarUn*s

study of his accompanying pottery and the stratlgraphlo relation of pottery and stamps

to certain constructions: Group Aof thoasquenoe (flcrmes, oouc!» 12) is dated by Ite

pottery (other than stamped amphoras) ca, late second quarter of 4th century, or about

350 B.C. (Garlands pp, 601-603, 607,) On the onins from the Porte d*ti«rmes, see p,;,

f06-607. Our Group D(Zeus, lower group) comes from a stratum which dates a resttration

of the Porte de Zeus which, according to an Inscription on an architrave, was effected

by a certain HYOIliriOZ llALlZTPATOYj, who may ba the rame man who liecarae the pros of

Thasos somewhere between 315 and 286 B.C. (Oarlan, pp. 586, ff,). )a the fragmenti

of At 10 pottery and lamps found with our D, sect pp, 5b9.591j they are oonpared by the

author with material at Olynthos,

t \ li' •»>
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On our B (Porte de Zeus, up: or froup)* Garlan dates it by oomparine the stamps

in S with those i.n D, % conoludos then (p, 595) that the potters naned in the
as a whole
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Professor P. Wllleaaen

Qtrmn Aroh&eologlo«.l Institute
Phidias 1, Athens

July 6, 1972

Dear Professor VW-llemsen,

Under the guidance of Miss Virginia R. Grace, I hare embarked this
sunraer upon a study of the two series of amphoras whioh we olassify
as Corinthiaa A and B, hoping to diseorer whether both were in fact
manufactured in Corinth. The seoond series of jars (Corinthian B) is in
clay and shape very different from the first, and may possibly be
Corcyroan. The bulk (soms two hundred handles and amphoras) of the
material I em working with was axoarated at Corinth and Isthmia, bat
stpnifloent numbers of the " Ooroyresn'* class turn up also in Athens,
along with a few of Corinthian A*

As part of ay work on this problem, an examination of all fragments
belonging to the two olasses is of oourse rery helpfVil. Prdulein Knigge
kindly gave me preliminary permission to look at t)» ten stamped handles
and two complete amphoras of the "Coroyrean" class whioh have been
excavated in the Kerameikos, and I found them most Interesting. 1 won
der whether I might use this material in the formal presentation of my
projeet, whioh probably will first be a dissertation presented to
Princeton University for the Ph.D. degree in classical amhaeology.
Bventually 1 should hope to publish the results of ay study, with a
eatalogue of examples. I do not expect, however, to reaeh that stage
for at least two years. Can you perodt mo to include your pieces in ngr
proposed publioationT

Thank you very muoh.

Sincerely,

(iGLss) Carolyn G. Koehler
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