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Pottery stamps
Yu, G, Vinogradov, "Ceramic seals of the islend of Thasos," Numismatios and

Epigraphy, X, The Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR,

Hoscowy 1972, ppe 3-63. (Dedicated to his teacher, B.N.Grakov.)

The study of pottery stamps cen follow 2 courses: 1) the study of stamps as
an archeological source to ascertain dates with the purpose of establishing a
chrolology of the stratigraphic layers and other archeological objectsy 2) the
study of stamps as a soupce for the history of production eand commerce, in other
words for the economic history of the Greek world.

The study of the typology and chronology of the Thasos stamps acquires a
special significance since it is closely linked with questions of the development
of the economic ties of the ancient world.s Inesmuich as on the one hand Thesos wae
the first cenyer which began regular stamping and on the other Thasian wine with
its special chpracter won for itself a well-deserved fame among the andéients, one
can therefore understand the influence which Thasian amphoras had in the morphologic-

stemped
al and Thasian stamps in the typological aspescts on the mn;i pottery veseels that

wers sontemporary with them.
In treeting the verious well-studied details of Thasian chromology, we might
be able to establish certain moments in dating , for ex. of the Sinope or Herakleian

If
stamps, ZXnmzmemiixxx we have a reliable chromology of Thasien stamps, we can date

various archeological complexes in which the stamped amphoras of other centers are |
contained, and thereby facilitate the development and perfecting of gmkimryx coramic |
opigraphy, Thus for example it is a well=known fact that in the morthern Bil, Sea

region Thasian ephoras are found in buriels as a rule with leraklejan ones with the
latter predominating. Inasmuch as the Herak. stamped amphoras up to now have not
yielded so easily to dating, the Thasien chrodol. wd. therefore play a very defjmite

a'd positive role, The same may be sasd about ascertaining datings and other cate-

gories of archeological material conteined in these complexes.

In the years before the revolution both here and abroad there was almost no




wourk uevoted specifically to Thasimm stemps. The pictiéire in this aree was ths same
a8 it had besn in ceramic epigraphy as a whole: alongside of a rather voluminous
collection of publications,thaoretical research could be numbersd on fingers, and
soncernad itself for the most part with Rhodian stamps (I have in mind the well-
knom works of F. Bleckmann and M, Nilsson)l. #ithout dwelling at lenghh on ths
work of A, Dumnnt,z who as ona of the first prefaced his publications with an intro-
ductory sketch with a characterisation of the basic groups of amphorss end stamps,
I wish to call attention only to the work of I. Eachova LI, Machov, "Amphora handles
from the island of-Thasos imprinted with the names of the astynomes and with emblems
which were found in the Chersonese," ITUAK, 48, 1912, pp.180, €f,] which wes speci~
ally devoted to the publication of Thasgisn stamps from the Chersonese. This article
suffars from many defects. WWithout mentioning the numerous errorg in the reading of
the inseriptions, in the explenation of the devices, and in the very raproduction of
to

the stemps, one must point out the very strange opinion of the avthor who refera,the

namegon the Thasima stayps as astynomas whom he considered obviiously magistrates in

all of the centers.

A new stap forward in the study of ctamps was made by 2,M.Pridik and V.V. Sehkorpi)

SaMePridik in the cat, of seals at the Hormitese,which is exemplary for its time,
profeced his publication of the Thasiamn stamps with a brief aessay containing a desor.
of the Thasian amphore, the composbtion of the olay, and of ths stamps. A series

of insceuracies which appear hore he rectifiod in a subsequent article which appeared
5

posthumously. L“Ueramic inscriptions from the exeavations at Tiritalki and Mirmeki
7 Mooow Ingt, Arch, 1%

in 1932-34," WMIA 4, 1941, pp,173-193.] V.V,SCHXORPIL in addition *o numerous

publications of stamps, Thasian among others, in hds research on the names of the
6 :

potters ["The nameﬁbf mastor-potters in coranie inscriptions," IAK 51, 1914, pp.

129~139.] took up emong other thi zs the interprekation of the term "ceramareh®
in soms Thasian stampa,

A qualibatively new stage in the study of earamie epigraphy both here and ahroad




(ped)

Peb

is to be found in the works of B.N.Grakov who created in this ares the national
school of epigraphists. The activity of B.N.Grafov is in a significant way connected
with the creation of a most important collection of ceramic inscriptions - Vol,I1I,
I{OXPXEX I1,0.S.P.EB. B.N.Grakotr took on himself the noble task of completing thés
enormour corpus of stamps of its founder, E. M. Pridik. B.N.Grakov's main contri-
bution id the fact that he placed ceramic eppgraphy on a solid scientific foundation,
i.0, he fornrulated this discipline as a science by elaborating a perfected method-
ologys It achieved its final completipn in the 7 methods to be found in his doctoral
dissert&&on? LBeN.G., The stamped ceramic container of the Hell. veriod as & source
for the history of production and commerce, A ms., in the archives of the I.A. , D.
538, 1989.] The attributmkions of Herakl. and Sinope stamps made by B.N.Grakov,

if at first they encounte#ed a certain scepticism, have now won ebsolute general
ecceptance by all scholars, foreign ones among them, and have been confirmed by a
whole series of new proofs.

B.N.G. devoted hies attention directly to Thasian stemps in his diasartation8
and also dewoted a special work to thsm? LBsN.G. "The Thasian group of amph. st.
end the export of wine from the island of Thasos,” ms. in the archive of the I.A.,

D, 1040, 1938.] as well as his main work which has still not seen the light of day.

In print hooexprassed only an opinion about the beginuing dates of stamping amphoras
on Thaaba.l L(Packing eand Storage)] In the completed corpus I.0.8.P.E. III which
wes completed after the war, B.N.G. after he had complied exhaustive introductory
articles for the stemps at each center, in great measure clarified his old datings
and gave a new classifications, Although this work unfortunately is also unpublished,
it remains the finest of the theoretical works which we now have on Thasos.

Dur competriot scholars have accepted, developed smd clarified B.N.G.'s basie
positions on the verious questions. Thus D.B.Shelov in publishing the stamps from
the excavetions of Pnntioapnianl1 and Phanagorial2 distinguished saveral new groups
of Thasien astemps. I.B.Brashinakyls and E.M Staermen ° directed attention to the

wheel-shaped stamps. One should note particularly the work done em the morphelogy
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of Thasian amphoras in connection with the groups of stamps in the book of I.B.Zeest
which appeared as theresult of meny years study of the ceramic material of our Black
Sea region.
In contempopzry western scholarship the most eminent ceramic epigraphist is un-
doubtedly V.Grace who began her scholarly activities in the mid-thirties, This scholar

has elaborated the datings of the basic groups of stemps. &5he has devoted several

After her
gtudies to Thasian ceramic inscriptions as well, #m expressing briefly khe general
16
dexex ideas of their deting in the publication of the stamps from the Ath, Agora
17

she wrote a special article about the early stamps of Thasos, Subsequently she
elaborated in detail the chronology of Thasien stemps in the publication of the Pnyx
mterial.la

The works of V.G, have exercised a great influence on many contemporary scholars
of the west, Some of these (M.#Th, lenger, F, Salviet, A.u.Bon) have written their
erticles end monographs under the influence of V.G. f##s conceptions, at times even in
collaboration with her. XAn undisputed event in the history of ceramic epigraphy is
undoubtedly the appearence of the corpus of Thasien stemps published by the French

participation 19

scholars A.=-M, Bon end A.,Bon with the collaboration of V.G. The corpus Hs disting-
uidhed by great eccuracy, scrupulousness of selection, painstakingness and care in
transoription and in the desoription of the inscriptions, the policy -of=idiusivettow
of illustrating each stamp and by o completely compiles indices. This xmidxm book
together with the afpre~-mentioned Vol, III of I.0.S.P.E., is now the basic source
for the at;gy of Thasien stamps. The corpus is prefaced by gn introduction written
by A.M,Bon in which the author exemines the sites of the findings, the composition
of the clay, and the shape of the Thasian amphoras, guestions of the classification
of the stamps, of the analysis of the devices and the nemes, and also the mesningf of
the stamping. It is a great pity, however, that the scholar reacfed so sceptically

to the possibility of dating the stamps.

At almost the same time es the corpus there eppeared two publisetions of stamps

which contein among others Thesien stemps as well. I have in mind the books of Ve




(p.5)

Pe6

e .0

21 22
Cenarache and M, Mirceve An exemplary analysis end evaluation of the first work

was made by I.B.Brashinsky.23 1 can only add that in using V. Canarache's book

aven for supplementing the known types one must use the greatest caution. Besides

the incorrect reading of many names on the Thasien stamps, one can note instances

of incorrect attributions. Thus under no. 118 a Sinope stamp of the astynome AIOBANTHZ
with the legend around the sides of the ractangle, around a cluster of grapes is

called Thasian. In the chronological classification the author £o0llows B.N.Grakov,
accepting his datings (st times incorreetly) from the hands of E.M.Stasrman.

The publication of M, Mircev also contains e number of inacourscies in reading
end interprotation. In the introductory essay for ,Thasos, the euthor in great part
follows V.G., and criticizes the theory of Grakov on firms of potters which the letter
had long since renounced. His datings will be discussed below.

Among the most recent works devoted specifically to Thasian stamps ome must
mention two publications of materials from the excavations on Thashs itself.24 F.
Salviat has devoted 2 articles to resaarch on dtamp devices in connection with Greek
mythology. Tog ther with VG he published the only herefofore known implement for

26

stamping Thasien amphoras. Finally one must mention the article of A. Balkansks
27

which is devoted to wheel=shaped stamps, vhe also published ceramic #nsor.s from

the excavations of the Thraciam city of Seuthopolis amongz which Thasian stamps predom~
28

inate. fizntiddox S, Sztetillo has undersaken the study of the devices on stamps

29
from the point of view of statuary subjects and coin symbole,
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A: already membdemod romarked, the oredit for the final shaping of the
various methods of dating stamps, for creating new methods end for the multiple
application of all of these to the dating of stemps from @ifferent centers by
Groups belongs to B.N.Grakov.ao LDoctoral dissertafion, unpublished.) In 1939
he developed 7 methods of dating, which have remained valid up to now, and which
as yot cannot be supplemented by mew methods. The elaboration of each method
separately, howeber, and their improvement, should be contfnued by present-day
researchors in teking into account the constant progress of the discipline.
B.l.Grakov evaluated each method relatime to the others, and gave ix .n estimate
of its specific might.51 lagein] This method has been presented in print by

32
I. B. Brashinsky with a reference to B.N.Grakov's dissertaion.

1, The stemtigraphic _(grch_eg}ggj:c’fal)_npﬁg_d_

The strate. method consists in dating the stemps from their occurrence in
the strata of ancient settlements and in complexes of different kinds. This
mothod was apparently used for the first time by C. Schiichhardt in his publi-
cation of the stamps from the tasement of the house in forgamon.ss This method

is now used to one degree or another by all modern investigators. VG regards it
54

as thm fundeamental,

85
In citing examples of the practical application of this method, B.N.Gr.,

in addttion to tho well<kn, complexes of ‘ergemon and the Zeliansky kurgan, was
able to mention for the most part only VG 's"deposits®(complexes) and some finds
in the strata and floors at Tiriteki end Mirmeki. It is of interest that he
considered VG's "complexes" to be “the result of en extremely fortunate ocombine-
ation of rinds'.sc 1.B, Brashingky also regards this method as the "fundemental
end most reliable” method, although he remarks that it cannot always be used

“beceuse as is well km,, archeologists often are forced to deal with mixed layers,p

8T |
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These judgments compelZ us to dwell on this method in more detail. Let us
begin with thedating of a steamp from its stratum. Everyone who has excavated an
encient city knows how mixed its stratea ere eas a result of every kind of re-digging,

shearing and faulting, rwbkizkxpikasz of the fill. Even in ideal cases the material
even

must be approached with extreme caution. In my opinion, if from eny clearly identifiabl

(for exemple, ash) stratum the entire mass of pot#8ry and other finds belongs to one
opoch, let us say 50 years long, there is still no 100 per cent guarantee that a
stamp found in this stratum\ dates from this very period. It ssems to me that im
Ankingxbyxstratay in a careful analysis of the stratigraphic data and of all the
finds, we must have recourse to stratigraphic dating only in extreme cases in the
identification of stemps from unknown or only slightly studied centers. Otherwise
one cm easily fall into error that may lead to & fallacious chronologv of a whole
group of stamps,

VG's work has recently shown a marked tendéncy to dete separate stamps by strata.
Horeover for the Rhodian class shq presents a list of eponyms that is valid only f‘ox;
Belos but inapplicable to &then%s.aa Fiel& archeologists mexmxrwxmiixzfxiim in cases

where only & few coins are found mxaxms date a stratum by the use of masses of pottery

and e specially of stamps., But if one is dating stamps by the strate of the correspond-

ing site in each separate amcient city, for example Delos or Olbia, it is clear that
the stemps drop out from the dating category of archeolorical material epd that their

chronologival detormination becomes an end in itself. In fact according to VG the
—

daténz which she worked out for the stamps of Deles cannot be applied to Rhodien
"

stamps, for exa.mple) of the Olbian reservoir.

1.B.Brashinsky notes that VG "had a fortunate opportunity to use this method,

since the stamps + . « in large measure come from well-dated closed archeological
39

contexte," Upon vorifcation, however, it turns out that most of these “complexes®

(depots in VG's termin-logy) ars"simply stratigraphic layers (or fillings as she calls

" 40 7Tne cisterns (wells)
them) datable by their material (archeological context). o

from the Athentan Agora are a different matter. These are more reliable complexes )
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whose chronological framework are similar in reliability to those of ths house at
Pergamon. 'I'h;is we heg® approach the concept of ean archoological complex itself
and its estimate on the basis of the narrowness end reliability of its chronolog=
ical boundaries.

Thae concept of the archacological complex, which wes introduced into the
digeipline at the time of O, Montelius, includes a combination of things, that
under séme circumstamces ocour together at the same tims and have survived until
tho moment of their discovery in such an unfiisturbed state. This is combined
with the idea that the given complex is guaranteed to ba free of things entering
it from later times. Classic examples of such complexes are burials and hoards,
and also settleoments that perished as a result of catastrophes. But any complex
mist be approached with caution from the stendpoint of its guaranteed dating from
@ single time, Burials, for sx., as a rule are complexes of one time, but there
are also Imown to be family tombs (even tribal tombs) in which burials were made
over the course of a century or more, A burial may also be destroyed or disrupted
by prave=robbers who have mixed its material with things from later times. Amother
ox,: the Olbian reservoir of 1949 and the cisterns of the Athenian Agora are
undoubtedly complexes, but their filling may have taken place over the course of
a2 fairly prolonged time,

X% For any complex, even one formed instantaneously, there is the question
of the time when the things that have fallen into it were actually used - that is
the time thetseparates the moment wien each object was made and the moment that
it entered the ground, Yer ain categories of objects, espscially those made of
costly or longslasting matoriels (ornaments, weapons, atc.) may exist for a long
interval of time, up to several centuries., As for masses of pottery, esp, pottery
containers, the time of their existence is inoomparably shorter. The experience
of excaveting ancient cemeteries shows that the idea off"family dinner egets" useq

for a long time ie not confirmed = nztendxumgxurunityxnwn the corpse was buried
ususlly with new vessels and amphoras with wine, ®1lthough there are excepbion:,
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In prrtieular, in the vast majority of cases it can be relied on that the
amphoras en{:ered into the burial shortly after coming from the places where they
were made: and with wine from thesame areas. Inny opinion, I.B.Breshinsky is
right in condidering amphore containers to be the youngest material in buriala.41

These considerations must be taken into account in evaluating archeological
complexes containing stamped smphoras as to the reliability and closeness of their
termini, Thies evaliation it seems to me is as follows:

In the first plave is material from burials made et only one time in mounds
or in graves, Theso contain emphoras scarcely more than 20 years ‘01€.42 [The
evidence for old end lasting Thasian wine cannot be cited or taken into account
here since it wes far more economical to retain the wine in the country where it
was made in pithoi end to pour it ocut into amphoras just before exporting it.)

To these mist be added complexes of stamps from funeral feasts in the fill of burial
mounds. This cabegory also includes household complexes - g:ﬂ::::tf)f amphoras in
pits or buriale. Typical examples ere the Olbia complex of 1947 and the deposit

of amphorag at Villanova on Rhodes .43

In the second place are all kinds of mccumulations of broken pottery: the
£ills in cisterns and wells, floors, rubbish dumps and the like. Cisterns,
for example, may be fil’ed with trash accumlated over the course of long years,
eg in the Olbia complex of 1%9,44 where the body of water whose deposits accumu=
lated in the second half of the 2nd cemtury B.C., contained material of the first
half of the 3rd contyry B.C., that is, the chronologicel range of the finde covere
ebout 150 years, Another ex, is the substructure exocavated at “ermonsssa, e
consisting of a large no. of amph. fragments. It may have been buil' up of
trash or composed of rubbish or of brokem floors. The famous FPergamene complex
should be essigned to the s ame type. Which also apparently includds + complex
of the so=called Mirmeki osom;&.‘m lrefs to Pruglo, Sinopean amphore stamps
from Mirmeki, KUIA 208 109, 1967, pp.42 £f,3 same author, The groupd of Thasian

stamps from Mirmeki, KSIA 116, 1969, pp,29-35, In the latter artiocle the suthop
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(p.9) declares that the inscriptioms being published come froma very relieshle complex,
which makes clear the dating of maay stamping instruments of later groupd (our
sub=group VB). But V.I.Pruglo remarks herself: "Uf course not all amphora stamps
are contemporanaous with the corresponding horizonsj in the Mirmeki complex/ of
Thasian stemps, in fact, there is & small goup of early material for which the dates
cited must be considered only as e terminus ante guem the materiel entered into
the ash deposit. DBut in the case of the latest of the Thasian stamps that were
found, the chromology of the ash altars stratification may serve as an objeotive
criterion in determining thebr dates” (ibid. pe 31). By these romarks V.Il.Pre.
fully confirms our evaluation of the Mirmeki eschara, belonging to the series of
ercheological complexes whose chronologicel limits ere so bripad that they cannot
serve ag a basis for constructing a presise chroldologye For thef rest, the author
completely follows the dating of the early groups that was proposed by VG and is
oriticized in these pagese. V.I.Ps. is indisputably correct in believing that the
chronology of the lete group of Thasien stamps needs further work, but in my
opinion this cannot be approsched with ths methods used by V.I.Pre Only om the
begis of very reliable complexes and extensive use of the paleographic method
can one achieve objective roliable results. In the light of all the above remarks,
V.I.PK.':: medn conclusion must in my opinion be regarded quite sceptically.]

#gpecial place is occupied by nighly distinctive complexes = atemps from
settlements whose period of exdstence was limited to e very short intervel of
time, for eX. ome century. In essence they are close to the complexes of the
Carthaginian type, which falls within the sphere of application of the historical
method, a.nd. differ from the latter in that they have no precise historiocal frames
for the time of their existence, The 'y are thereforo deted by the entire combinatiom
of material from the stratum of the particular site. Lxamples are the ancient

settlements of the type of the Roxolan site and some others on the lagoon of the
Dniester river.

From everything thet has been sald it may be included that the stratigraphie
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method, with the SotitAen LIk 15 larltertion Us attie A bratun et & re1iiNTe

complex, is a very ﬁnivarsal meens of dating, the most effective of the methods

by which abzolute dates can be determined. I have used it as ome of the #undamental

mothods in the presemt work, Uf the eccompanying material the most important is

-mase pottery as the shorbesf-liwd category whose chronology hes been worked out

in feirly great detail.” Lineludes ack to Blavatsky on dating of bf,] In a

few cases of simulteneous finds of Thasian end Sinopean amphoras in complexes,

I have used B.N.Grakov's chronologye

As already mentioned, simulteneous finds of Herakleien and Thasian amphoras |

predominate in ou;! Bleck Sea region. The most recant chrmolo%igal clessification

of the Horakleian gmp stemps is I. B. Brashinsky's chronology. Adopting B.N, :
p. 10 Grakov's general chronological framework, he divided all the Herakleiam stamps

into 5 groups as follows:

rou date B.C,
1 62.¢400-370 one-name
2 cae370=350 2 names without epi
3 cas 330=300 2 names ond® We ©pPi
4 cae 300-250 1 name, id, by paleography and orthogre phy
5 ca,mid 3rd B.Ci abbreviations of names

Heraklelan stamps of the first 3 groups are constantly found with Thasian
stemps. But I believe that I.B.Brashinsky's dating cannot be used forthe
following reasons:

1) Throughout the Gk, world the neme of the eponym indicated only the year
regardless of whether he was & magistrate of the entire city or en official with
less extensive authority. Acmording to Vol, III of IOSPE, 72 ep+ nyms are now

There is no justification for assigning these %o
mown on ¥ax Horakleien stempe, THSUNXEPEXURSPHRIFXALVLFIBULTAXWELHIN the interval
of 30 years,

2) The gtamps of Yroups 1 and 5 sts. occur in the form of supplementary

gstamps to the stamps of Grpup S,
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3) lNot one complex is known that contains amphorzs belonging only to one
group, elthough the duration of the stamps within each group was quite long -
30 to 40 years. Moreover there are several complexes (a.mong them some very reliable
ones) in whioh amphoras of Groups 1, 2 and 3 have been f’ound.49 Llong, conteining
ref.s to several unpublished groups of findd Such e complex must have been
accumulated over at least 40 years, which seems unlikely., Therefore, to avoid

incorrect dating, I do not use Herakleian emphoras from multiple complexes as a

chronologival eriterion.

2. The morphological method

‘he morph. method may be called the method of dating stamps by the changes
50
in the shaps of the amphora itself and its parts. fhin VG in her publications

places thiz method along with the archeological in the first rank. It was greatly
developed after the publication of the investipgations of I.B.Zeest, - who
however does the reverse - she malkes oxtensive use of the dating of the stamps
to determine the chromology of the amphora "iw It must be noted that this
method has very limited application to Thasos, inasmuchas the most common amphora
shape = biconical - existed for a long time - throughout the 4th end 3rd centiries
BeC. I.B.Zeest considers the emphoras with the broader trunk (Type I acc. to
Bon) as belonging to the earlier time - t5 the 4th o, 3.0.,52 and the amphoras
with elongated proportions and a full foot (Type Ia acc to Bon) to the 4%1 to 3rd
centuries B.C.ss Neverthe™less on amphoras of the 2nd type mentioned by her
stamps have often been found that are contemporaneous with the stemps on vessels
of the 1st type, which proves their eynchronous existence.

P11 VG bedieves that the emgular rim of the Thasos amphora was replaced sometime
before 300 B.C. with a thichk roll, which later became t‘gén‘mr.& The emphora type
with such & rim undoubtedly belongs to the 3rd o, B.C but the biconiea)

“ap

amphores with angular rim also continue to exist, so thet the idea that ome type
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was roplaced by enother is incorrect. The ﬁmphoraa of Bon's Type :ﬂ[}g with a
very wide trunk, e sharp breek at ths dhoulder, and an engular rim‘ also
bear stemps from the ea.rli.ew13135?T to the latest groupﬁ.sa

At the present time the foiinwimg morphological evolution of the Thasban
amphoras may be summarized es follows:

1) Amphoras of the biconical type (Ie and b acc. to Bong Type 20 acc to
Zeest) existed from the very beginnimg of the stamping to the £ 3rd cent. B.C.
inclusivey; the division of this type 1n;|§o 2 sub=-types has only a typological
(and not & chronological, as VG balievasog) significance,

2) Tho same cen be said ebout the emphoras of Bon's Type 1I, which existed
together with the biconical amphoras,

3) Amphoras of the conical typs (21 acc. to I.B.Zeest) with & roll-shaped
rim appeared at the threshold of the 4th and 3rd ¢, B.C. end existed together
with amphoras of the 2 above types in the 3rd c. B.C.

4) Amphoras with an egg-shaped body and with a foot very similar to the
Sinopean (Type III acc. to Bonj 22 acc to Zeest) are evidently the latest;
this type appeared some time in the 3rd s, B.C. and lasted until the 2nd c. B.C.,

60
as indicated by the emphore found at Villanova.

— i
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8s Tho paleographiv method

By paleographic method we moan the dating of stamps acce to the devel, of the
shape of the letters and the script.61 The method was applied as early as the v.
beginning of cergmic epigre in the middle of the 19th ¢, but it received its
development in the work of M, Nilssonbz and B.N.Gralr;mr.ﬁ3 (1929 vol.) BeN.Gr,
attributed & very special significance to it in his work of the pre-war period and
he indicated the necessity of compering the paleography of the stamps with numis-
metic paleogr.64 In recent times the application of this method has been less f
froquent end some scholars are completely sceptical about 1t.65 lBon-Bon. « The
agthors point out the high frequemcy of coincidences of the script with numbmetic
soript, pe40.]

This mathod has most important signifboanee for those steamps which are diffi-
cult to handb with the other methods: stamps without deviee which are with
diff, broken down into typological groups and partisularly stamps which have besn
found outside of complexes, for ex, the stamps of the "Parpeniskos Group”. One
must avoid over-evaluation of this method and must sidbject it wherever possible
to the other methods, B.l.Gre in relying exclusively on the data of paleogr. and
orthbgr. dated in his time the beginning of stamping in Herakleia in the 3/4 of the
4th c, B.C.bsl*ﬂnglyphic stemps on the necks of some Hell," etc, 1926) conse=
quently after studying a great no. of :erakl. stamps and applying reliable archeol,
complexes, he considered it possible to refer the origin of Herakleian stamping to
the very beginning of the 4th c, B.C, and he created typologicel groups of stampe .67
LIOSFE III] Actually the study of the paleography of the cer. insere. of “erakleia
forces one to conclude that there was a strong conservatism in the soript so that
in my opinion it suggests that it was borrowed from the paleogr, of monument

inscriptions whe. show the seme characts. features,

gcope
As fer as Thasds is conocerned, with its vast field for applying the other

methods, the pale method recddes to & les: important position and gives only a rel.
68
confirmation of the synehronizm of the wrious groupd. LThe table of the alphab,
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in groups, see Table III,] However, for the chronol. breaking down of Group 5
and for the attribution of stamps of various epochs to Group ;3, it has most
decisive significance. The paleeogr. of the stamps of Thasos for the most part
follows a lapida:;u:::har than a numbsmatic, and on the whole davelopes asce to
its om internel laws., Thus the lunate sigme end the cursive omega are met iy
stamps as early as the beginning of the 3rd ¢, B.C. and on coins they appear only
et the turn of the 2nd end 1st B.c.sg Guide de Thasos, 1968] On the whole in
judging the similarity of the script of 8temps and coins we encounter much diffi-
culty so that on the latter in the majority of cases the legend is limited to an
ethmic which w=g regulerly written between 404 and 340 B.C. and it is in precisely
this period that the majority of the groupd of stemps occur.

4, The grammatical method

The gremm, mﬁthod7o is closely involved with the paleogr. ahd has a still
narrower application so that even on lapidary monuments it is €iff. to est. with
great accuracy the time of transition from one orthography to enother, Very often
elements of old phonetiocs are reflected in new grammatical writiag. This is clearly
observable on Thasos where in stemps of one group the same neme is wri*!;ten in various
ways: HEAKAEIAH) and HPAKAIAHZ (the second form, demotic) EYSPANGP end EYSPHNRP,
ote, This method is particularly valueble for clarifying alien non-Ionien names
id the pottery business of Thasos.

One muet proceed v. carefully in handléng the orthography of Thasian stamps
beceuse of the frequent use on them of abbreviations of names and of the cthnio.71
LWe don't Imow fori;x. whether the form MYAAO is am archaioc gen, or Just a abbrev,
of the nominative form.] ¥aw VG72 and after her Bon essume that in the form of the
ethnic GAZION we observe a survival of the Phrian alphabet in which omieron equals cmm
omega, that is GAZION equals GAZIRN, This form whixh had digsapeared by this time
from officia) Thasien insor.s is explained by VG who follows the hypothesis of

A, West as the anti-Athenddn attitude after the upriging of 411 B.,C. and she eal 1s
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it the application of a "nationalistic archaiem". However A, West himself
observes in connection with this hypothesis that the form ©AZION on coing could
indicate & neuter adjective referring to the understood word NOWIZMA,. This
proposal is confirmed by the similar forms of the ethnic om stamps from other
gonters - IIAPION, IKION, KNIAION and KOAOPSNION of the time of the KOINH and also
by the seme form of the etimic on the coins of the Gk cities of various epochs .74
L0n specifically Thasian coins the ethnic was written as late as the 2nd c. B.C. when
there canm be no question of archaisms in the language. Conpare Guide de Thesis ,
ppe 54=55.] lloreover it wd. be strange if with this substitution of an omicron for
and omega only the %h ethnic had been engraved wheh at the mam: time names were al-
ready being written in the generel Ionian orthography. Consequently the hypothesds
falls and we see that ¥@&xkamx the dating of a whole group »f VG is based upom it,
Hence we see that the grapmatical method yields very little for dabinge. BlN.
Grakov considers that for late group: the application of the grammaticel device
1g"diff. o6 a result of the astoundingly repid levelling action of the KOINH,"“ 3
fukwxx Delow I will only observe some few deviations from the general orthography
when I illustrate in this way the merely reletive anbiquity of the group.

5, The numismatic method
76

The nup. mothod 4g based on thw contrasting the devices om stamps with those

77
on coins. B.N.Grakov made wide use of it in his research on the Sinope stapps.

Even then he understood it as a matter of studying the devices as such, that is,
78

of all the reelis depicted on them, Atxthisxpisuxiowed It is on this plan that he
ag do 79

developes it mmxixxfoiiowmdximxihizxhy several other scholars, The signif. of
this method is v, great dince it permits one to est, absolute dates, in certddd
instances even more accurately then w, the help pf the stratigraphic method. This

can be explained by the fact that coins submit much more easily to chronol. classi-

fieation, It suffices to say that the dating of several important groups of Thasian

stempe is baded on the numismatic method,
80
However B.N.Br,
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However Ba. Na Gr, indicates the need for painstaking and detailed and
not superficial comparison of the devices inasmuch as one and the sams numis-
matic symbol as it develppes changes its form om the same eoin and on the stamp.
Horeover a precise loocaligation of the stamps is required since one end the same
device can appear in various centars at various times. At this point B.N.Gr,
studies the question of the borrowings of devices of other centers as phenomena
connected with historical events, It se'ms necessary to me to add several observe-
ations, '

In the first plece it is impossible to/, ppproach formally the borrowing of
nume devices from the coins of thesame center which stamped the containers. In
the e arly period (4th c. B.C.) from numismatics are taken as & rule official
coats of arms, the IAPAIHMA of cities = for ex, the Sinopien eagle on the dolphin,
the Thesian Herakles Archer and so one The governmental char. of these devices on
coins is completely obvious, On the stamps the state emblem in the majore. of cases
was borrowed by the city magistrates - astynomes - whose eponymous signif. is con=
firmed by the prepe EllI, The no~called Early Sinopean pottery type with the
TIAPAZHMON do not conmtrast this since the device on them, eagle on dolphin, is to
be explained not by the personal takte of each potter but rather by an imposed
rule: this symbol is found among all the early potters which confirms the semi-
offielal semi~private character of stamping, Precisely the seme phenomenon ecan
be observed on Rhodes as well where the pomegranate blossom for the very same reason
is ofter found on the stamps of the ergasteriarchs,

Consequently for Thasts es well we cean essume that the appearance of the orest
on the skamps cen be partially explained by the of icial character of the stamp

and that it is connected with the neme rather of the magistrate than of the potter,

Further investigation will convince us of this fact,

In the second plave we are d ealigg with Thasian stamps which are unusually

rioh in the most various devices, Despibe this variety, the parallels with

numis, symbols are unique, This caused some investig tors to see i Thasian

stamping implements borrowings from numismatios from other centers and to connect




(po14) these borrowing with om or another event in the 1ife of the city. For ex, the
aprearance of devices in the form of a crab, a lion, a hare, etec., ‘IGal expleinge
as a borrowing from the monetary typology of the members of the Athenian AFXH in
the west (Akrages, Leontini end Messana , etcs) end connects with their trimmph
after the overthrow of Athana.az Proceding from similar considerations she rofers
Thesian stamps without device to the period of the sojourn on the island of the
Athenian garrison, 408-404 B.C.

The subjectivity of such en hypothesis is a'bvi.mm.&’1 Neod one explein every-
thing by as monetary borrowings? How then explein those stamps for which we have
not succeeded in finding emnalogies in monetary devices? As far as I am concerned,
these coincidences appear to be accidental for the simple reason of the abundance
of devices on Thasian stamps. 3910w I shall dwell on this in deteil and in addition
we shall see later that the group of Thasiem stamps without devices cannot be placed

within the fraemework of the S5-year period,
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Credit for the discovery of the method of synchronism beddngs to F, Bleckmann,
A%t tho present time this method has boen successfully used by many scholars., It is
based on the fast that during £he tenure of & single magistrate sevewml potters were
active,and by comparing the lists of potters one can determine the sequence »f
according to which one magistrate replaced enother., The method which was utilized
for the 1lst time ¥y for Rh. amphoras :::;6 the names of the eponyms and the manu-
facturers are located on the 2 handles end consequently in order to be studied
whole amphoras are required mmixzimem can be used for those amphoras in which the
two components are combined in ome stamp: for Thasos, Sinope, Herakleis, Knidos »
and individual stamps of other centers, Its specific character lies in the fact that
it itself does not give even a rolative chronology which can be obtained only as &he
result of the application of other methods. One may also speak here of absolute dataa.el

The possibility of the presence of homonyms even during a very small intervel of
time sipgnificantly complicates the application of this method, particularly if seals
which have existed for a long time (as for ex. those of Rhodes) are diffiedlt to
separate into groups., However as B.N.Grakov observeswin groupd which existed for |
a short time an error of this type wd, pave 1ittle meaning since the dating of the
group remains unchanged. Hewever it can play a role in estimating the mo, of potters
= for it is possible to count 2 people as a single person end vice versa. The same
applies to the magistrates as well, On Thasos in the majority of groups they are

pPe16 elearly distinguished one from the other, and es far ag the potters are concerned

success has been achieved in my opinion in finding a method more or less suitable
for distinguishing persons of the same name.

This mothod whiohwas strengthened by others (the archeological, numismatie,
above all historical) is most adaptable for creating a relative chronolefy of stamps
from the centers that have been mentioned, Thus for the stamps of Rhodes, Herakleis, |

and individual groups of stamps from Sinope and Knidos the eponymity of the magi- |
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stexrtes is very clearly expressed., I attempt to prove the same for several groups
of Thasian stamps, We cen by comparing the lists of ,others of various chronolog=-
jecal groups with & greater or lesser portion of probability refer individual eponyms
to the beginning, middle or end of given group which indeed was done by B.NGrakovas
in his coppus, With a general chronological extent of a group, for ex. almost 30
years, this narrows the dating of the activity of an individual magistrate down to
10 years, that is it gives an elemmant of preciseness which one cannot always achieve
even for coins., In relation to the Thasien stamps this is possible only for several
groups.
7. The historical method

The historical mat‘nodsg is based on referrins to well-known historical factsz.
Its chie® characterifstic consists of the fact that it does not emist in isolation
but is dissolved in the other methofs and is closely intercomnected with them, Thus
for ex. F. Blao]mnnngo in utilizing the data of stratigraphy dated the Carthaginian
collections of Rhodian stamps whioh were discovered under a Roman wall of the time
df the destruction of Carthage - 146 B.C.

are
Hore iz included @also onomatological studies wh. had formerly been subdivided

into a special methodif that is,the explanation of the appearance of varbous foreign
names (for ex, Roman) at the given coenter as an historical conjuncture. The histor-
jocal method is connected with the numismatic as well, For em, thé appearance in
Sinopeen stapps of devices borrowed from Romen coins was expleained by B.N.Grakov as
the mrticipation of Sinope in the 3rd Punie "ﬂur.” This methodm on the one hend
effective
is the most active inasmuch as it gives the most precise absolute date. On the ether
hend it is precisely this whioh obliges one to exercize extreme caution in its aprli-
cation. Above indication has already been given of erromeous in our opinion

explanations of the barrowing of coin devices in the stamps of Thasos. It is
essential that this method be opplied only after & dating by the other methods has
been achieved end checked, inasmuch as in any incident the historival explenation

of one or enother element of stamping can bear the character of a hypothesis.
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For the stemps of Thasos the area for utilizing historical facts 1is com%

paratively vast since the history of the oilty has a sclid narretive base in the taﬂﬂ.-!

mony of the ancient authors. lMoreover thore has survived a unigue document = the
legislation ebout wine trade. In this work the historical mefhod is also applied
for the deting of the large"one-sidod™ complexes which have only a ya torminus
post quem: for the stamps from Alexandrie, Seuthopolis and Kabile.
mothodology

Finishing our survey of the metjodoigy which is applied in studying apph. st
we must also mention éme principle wh, doos not enter in and must not enter in the
group of 7 methods but which permeates the ontire work of B.N.Grakov. I have in
mind the typological study of the stamp itself, Actually inasmuch as the stamps

gomehow ojange in form with the couras of time there arises the necessity for

dividing them into typological groupss This is lese importent for Rhodes and

Sinope in view of the uniformity on the Whole of their stamps but it acquires a very

special significance for Herakleia and esp, for Thesos whose stampe are diatinguishgdi

by a very speciasl wealth of types. Typologisal groups do not always ocorresp, to
Ghronological groups, And the ex, from the chronol{ of Herakliea whe has been
presented above puts one on guard., However 1t is not pogsible in any way whatso-
ever to avoid tppological elassification, otherwise we wd have to limit ourselves
nearly to the dating of the various stamps or of the individual magistrates. In
my opinion it is this that was the basie error of the 'early work of VG,QS in which
she approached the dating of the individual stamps before she hed achieved their
typologicel olmseification, In her subsequent work VG overcemo this defect
dividing the early stamps into groupd. However by being unwilling to :i;;ttha
oanclusig:a of hor previous prticle she mmmm egain defines only the time of the
eponyms, by dating the individual stemps according to the stratigraphy of the

layers of the Pnyx. Incidentally she at this point melkes an attempt to defdne the

connected
date "the imwoiumi group of eponyms APIZTOMINAZ and TEAEZ( " around 400 B.C. in=
‘ 956
depamdently of the conditioms of the finds of their stamps on the Inyx,
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(pe18) Un no case in research mst one be attracted by Bypological classification as ‘
en end in mmmEe itself - the conclusions of this work show that many groups of stamps !

of Tpasos are typologically close to ome enother but behind such a formal similarity |

there stamds a completely different sense., Other methods help to détermihe such |

groups chronologically, end particularly the stratigraphic and the synchronistioc. '

Appendix case eare

Applyimng one end two in this ix obviously convincing.

From what hes been said it follows that the mein condition for dating is the
complex application where possible of the greatest number of 1marl:h.¢:n3.396 at least of
twps Only then can the conclusions be condidered solid and eredible. Otherwise
they risk greet subjectivity or objective accidentalism, It seems to me that the
mogt modern and methodologically correct scheme for elaborating chronology is the
following (in the given instence for Thasos stamps): first the creation of a devel-
oped typological classification but without exaggerating the importance of formal
similarity, and then the deting of the various groups of stamps by the archaeolog.
and numism, methods, and after that the establishing of their mutual posittem in
time with the help of the synchromistic method, and finally the ultimate check and
narrowing of the chronology by paleogr. end morphological devices and a careful
attempt at an historical handling of the substitution of one historical group by

enother.

THE CHRONOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION OF THASIAN STAMPS
As has already beon said the most perfect typology and chromology as well of
the stemps was elaborated by B,N GRakov whose conclueions meny researchers follow,
It is hardly worth dwelling on the early works of B.N, Grakov inasmich as hbs chron-
olgy received its ultimate achievement in the introduction to Vol III of IOSPE .
B.N.Grakov broke dowm all the stemps ace, to the formilae of the legends into 6
groupd which since theywere typological end at the same time as he observes they

reflect echronolegy se wall,

1. The ingoription is pleced in 2 or § lines and congists of an ethnis and



(ps.16) two or more rarely one name, Sgmetimes & device is placed betwsen the lines.
Psl7 2, The legend goes around the frame of the stamp circling & rewuired de-

piction and consists with rete excoptions of 2 mmaes with the ethnics
3, The stamp consists of 1 name end the ethnic. Botweon them the device.
Rarely e lepond goes around the framo.
4, The stemp has a round form. 1t conteins an inserdption and a depictiom.
5. The stamp conteins one namd without the ethnic with a device or without

6o Anepigraphic stamps.

21(0

one .
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In addition, B.N.Gr, places the whoel-shaped stamps, which he considers Thasiem,
97
in a special groups In his doctorel dissertetion and in e special work on the
98 end dated 1938

Thasien stamps Lle ms. described in note 9 es in the archive of the Arch. Inst.)
B.N.Gr, regarded as the esrliest & stemp of APIZTOMENHZ with a depiction of Herakles
Archer which he dated to the time around 380 B.C. After becoming acqueinted with

the publications of VG he began to follow her 1dent1lfica'bion of stamps without device
aend with letters arranged in lines as the aarliest.ga The chronological distribution
of the Thasian typological groups eppeared to BiGre to be as follows: Group 1, the
earliest, is dated to the very end of the 5th or beginning of the 4th ¢, BeCo The
stamps witn depictions helonging to it elready come from the time of 8roup 2 , which is
contemporanoous we the first within the interval of 390-370 B.C. and encimpasses a
somewhet later period, The mm® group comes to an end et approximately 320 B.C. or |
perhaps somewhat earlier or leter, The stamps with inscriptione along the frame and |
the stemps with the (phiale) of Group 3 must be placed within the seme interval of
time a& the stemps of Group 2, whe corresponds ‘bo"\'t\ha £% entire second half of the
4%h ¢, B.C. On the whole, Grp,3 in the T=1ad1tsrraﬁsan reglon goes down to 220 B.C,
Fhmxzkr Grpesd is contemporaneous with the end of the 1lst or ths begi-ning of the ‘
2nd group and apparently lasted ouly one or two yearse. Grpe 5 ecc. to the list of |
names belongs partly to the time before 350 B.Cs., but for tho most part coincides

in time with Grpe3. Grp.6 oonsists of additional stemps that ere found on the other
handles of amphoras with stamps belonging to Group l.

D.B.Shelcnlllw0 developing B.lN.Grakov's investigations from his Grp. 1 identified
stamps with abbrevietions of names (MEzZ(, ME['(] and an emblem below or between the
lines, He assigned to it the well-known stamps of the Kersamarchs and dated them
in the middle of the 4th ¢, B.C. He also diseussed the problem of the anepigraphie
stamps in do'bs.n::m On the whole, the author followed B.N.Gr.'s pro-war dating,
which was also preferrdd by I.B.Zoaatloz end B.H, St&amni?;o‘btary stamps from Tyras.

A different chronol. classification was worked out in artiscles by VG, She

104
finally formuleted her typology in an article on the stamps from the Pnyx. |
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(pel7) Here is this classification and its dates:
Group 1, end of 5th end 1/2 of 4th c.s (to 340 B.C.)
a) without emblems

b) stemps with the sign (phiale)

c) 8 W etar
ay  “ " 2 names along the edge (sts without etimic)
pe18 e) " of the keramarchs

Group 2, end of 4th to 3rd c.s B.C.. Stamps contain 1 neme, ethnic end emblem.

a) legendf surrounds emblem

) e placed on opposite short sides of rectangle

G) n " U] [ ] 10!15 ] " "

This classification, which is based on material of the Athenian Agora and the
Pnyx, is fer narrower that the preceding one since it does not include, for ex.,
groups of stamps with the name ZATYPOZ, wheel-shaped stemps, stamps with one name
without ethnic, ete. As already mentioned, this investigator follwss the method of
deting individual stamps, and not entire groupss This she does mainly by the archae- |
ological method, that is from the "context". She does mot however alwayd maintain |
this principle, Thiis, for example, she places "the related group of eponyms of {
APIZTOMENHZ and TEAEZ(™ independently of the Pnyx context in a period around 400 B.C.,i
on the basis of the synchronousness of the namsj.‘os The author definitely deserves
eredit for identifying wtemps without emblems as sarlier than stamps of APIZUTOMENHZ,
In so doing VG proeceeds from the following omnideration:loe

1) Inasmich as the majority of emblems reTlect anti-Athenian atgitudes, stamps
with emblem belong to years after the Felopennesian warjy the stampe without emblems
reflect the depehdednt gitustion of Thasos and can be dated to the tims when an
Athenisn garrison was on the island (407-404 B,C.) or to the period before the up- ,
rising of 411 B.C, |

2) In oonsidering the series of stamps with the names ME['QN, JATYPOZ and the

stamps without device, VG notes that the seme nemes are repeated in them, The
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author identifies 8 names and on the basis of the fact that they do not/ ocour in
combination with each other, and are not present in the stamps of other groups,
carriers of the
except the group without emblems, considers them to be the earliest magistrates.

3) The edthor notes that Aristomenes, judging from the names found in his
stamps, shd, not be far from the eponyms that use stamps without emblems,

The evident weakness of the argumentation for this hypothesis, which in my
opinion is nevertheleszs correct, has produced a sceptical attitude towmsrd it on
the part of the ebove-named Soviet epigraphers, who used B.N.Gr.'s earlier chrono-
logy in their investigetions. B. N. 8r. later adopted VG's hypothesis and supported
it by an analysis of the reliable complexes from our tarritory;m?

Inagsmich as VG as a ritle declines to create mm a chronology of entire groups
end confines herself to dating individual stagpps, it is worth praza citing hsr

particeular detes here,

108
Reguler stamping on Thasos begen no earljer than 425 B.C. Wie have already

mentioned the "anti-Athenian" emblems and stemps without emblems above. The activi-
109
ty of the eponym ME['®N occipied the time around 410 B.C. The stemps with "phiale"

date from the end of the Sth o, B.C. VG incliades them imxthm among the first Thasian
110 111

stamps, A1l the steamps on the necks belong to the period up to 400 B.C. The
stamp of OPAZRNIAHZ and MEI'SN is dated by the lamp type to the time no later than
the 1/4 of the 4th e, Bc.113 The eponym APIZTEIAHZ shd be assigned, judging from
the finds of his stemps in the Agora, to the begimning of the 4th o, B.G.ns “The
interconnested group of APIZTOM, and TEACZ(" (that is, without emblem) is located
by the similarity of the names around 400 B.C. independently of the Pnyx Foomtext".
The guthor presents hor remaining particular dates in her commentaries on the indiv-
idudd stemps, Suwmming up all the facts it may be eaid that VG is inclined to date

the absolute majority of stampe of her group 1 to a small interval of time of 10 to

20 years,
114
One cannot agree with I.B.Zeest that "VG's dating was adopbed by A.~M, and

AgBon in their new work on the Thasien stemps." The authors 81though they make use



{p.19)

\_,J-‘/r.? 3 ‘I:f 'wf
- 28

115
of the conclusions in the articles by their Americen colleague (es A.¥M, Bon aok.)

in general follow their own lines of reasoning., A.=M, Bon, to bs surs, was too

scoptical of the possibility of creating a chronology, pointing out the very slight
role of paleography, the very rare cases when the emblems coincide with the devices |
on coins, the lack of reliable archeological contaxts, and the actual co-existence of
different types of amphoraa.llﬁ Also pointing out other difficulties of dating, she
confines herself to studying the general time-limits of stampinge Hor conelusions
as to the time when the stamps originated sesm more reasoneble than thoss of VG,
This she considers the stamp with no emblem marked TEAEZ OAZ EYF¥A (np.72), whish
appeared no later tham the 4th ¢, B.C., to be the earliest. Contrary to VG's con=
clusions, the author believes that stemps with emblems, even those having parallels
in the earlier coins, cannot be as:igned to the 5th c. B.C.ll? She suggests that
there may have been interruptions in stamping and supposes that stamps were made
even in the first few centuries A.D.IIB To the later category she assigns certein
stemps without ethnic, wheel-shaped stamps and stamps with monogrags.llg

A =M, Bon divides a!l the Thasian stamps into 3 catagories:lg

1! Stemps with lines of letters without device.

2+ Stampe with device, ethnic(or no ethnic) and two or one names. The special
stamps of this category make up groups: a) stamps with 2 .emblams, including "phiale"
and stary b) stamps with coind devices,

5+ Stamps with monogrems, separate letters, and wheel-shaped stamps,.

1t oem be seen from this division of types that the invostigatdr was guided
"y only one criterion - the presenee or absence of & device and its composition,
Some categories therefore appear to be quite broad {eategory 2 inclules the majority
of stamps end the greatest variety of variations of the formule), whewees other
categories are quite ertificial. For ex., Group b of category 2 includes the same
stamps as the entire category but enly those whose emblems repeat coingd types.

All this meens that Bon's classification is of limited applieability. |

121 |
1t is not worth dwelling on the ehromology of M, Mireev, who, like the
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Bons (but independently of them) divided stamps into 2 groups - those with emblems
and those without = end, exclusively om the basis of Paleography, assigned the first :
group to the end of the 4th to middle of the 3td 6. B.C., and the second to the
mid=-3rd to end of 2nd B.C. Such formalism of classification and error in dating |
is evidently due to the limited material which the author had at his dbsposal.
Ve Canarache's chronology has already bson discussed.
After these introductory remarks, we may now turn directly to the chronologi-
cel classification of Thasian Btamps.laa[ln studying the material I have used mainly

to IOSFE III corpus, the Bons' catalogue, the well-known writings of Mircev end Can=

arache, and elso some collections from archeological excavetions now in museums

i in Moscow, leningrad and Kiov, to whose curators I am profoundly grateful.]

Because of
£he abundance of devices on Thasien stemps, end the variety of their types, '

the first task is to oreate a single typological classification. Thres main elements |

must be taken into account in developing such a classification: 1) the shape of the |

shﬁmp. 2) its insoription, and 3) its device. ]
The combinations of these three components givef rise to the different types,

All these factors must be taken into account in equal msasure in making up a typelogy.

Ex.s of the disregard for some end overemphasis of others hhve been cited above.

If however we were to attempt to take account of the smallest differences in inseript-

ione, devices, etc., such a great abundance of typss wogl€ have to be orenteép.: to

be of little practical use. This calls for some gensralization of the different

types according to,the most rational coriteria. The most reliable of such eriteria,

in my opinmion, is the prineiple of chromnological contemporaneocusness. On this basis,

it seems best to me to distinguish two categories: groups (periods) and subgroups

(types). Noting 211 the main distinctions between types, they can be combined into i

several groups, each of which may be assigned to one chronologiical interval, In only%

three cases is the pr nciple not maintained, for the reasons stated above. The ereati

»fx of such groups leads to the conclusion that the entire history of stamping om 1

P i
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Thasos cam be broken down into 5 periods: +three stable and two transitional periods
(see Table II), which ere explained by the economic and political history of the eity

states.

Group 1

Group 1 combines the stamps of 4 sub-groups lCyrillie] a, b, v, g, whose distinoti
ive feature are the ebsence of device and the arr, of the insor. in lines. This
group is diatinguished by almost all investigators. Subgrp 1 a includes the greater
pert of the stamps of this group. The stamps are rectangular or almost square in
shape. The insor, is arr, in 3 lines, but v. rarely the end of the last line is
carried over into a 4th line, The lepend consists of 2 ngmes and an ethnic arr.
veriously, the #thnic most often in the 2nd place, more rarely the lst place, end in
extremoly rore ceses the 3rd. The names are almost always abbreviated, as is the
ethnic, but the ebbreviation consists of no less than 4 lotters of the words The
inser, is oocasianallyratrugrada. .

Subgrp 1b differs from the ppeceding only in the greater abbrev. of the legend:

2 letters in each line, This whole subgrp is combined around the abbrev. of the
name TI, which stands in the f'rst place, In the second line is the ethnis in +the
form of ©4 and in the 3rd place is one more abbrev. of 2 letters of a mame. Only
4 guch third names are knowm (Appendix 2). This formule is comstently maintained.

Slibgrp 1 v is charecterized hy the presence not of 3 lines as in subgrps le and
1b, but only of two, Their contents are of 2 types., ©One part of the stamps of this
subgrp, bears the nare AABPOZ which alweys occupies the first place. In the second
line are other nemes, which ag g rule are abbreviated. The other partfd of this sube i
group is made up of steamps with one name and en ethnic. The names which occupy the
first place, are the following: AAVAZ(, ARMHI( EYAI'OP(. ]

Subgrp 1g 18 identicel to subgrp 1 a except for the difference that an ldditionali

stemp is used along with th- main stamp, This i8 evidenced in the first nemes:
ATAPHY, ABSNI and XAPE, ‘
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The edditional stamps are of 2 shapes = square and trapezoidel. The depietions
123
on them are various: the head of a man or a torch, ATAPHZ is characterized by a

sories of letters in a trapezoidel stemp: H, ©, and 3.124

For the rest, the difference batween Subgrp 1 g and 1 a id only formal, inas-
much a8 even in the stamps of 1 a there axm is the habit of placing an additional 1%
stamp on the second handle of the amphoras This is shown by several whole emphoras.
A number of anepigraphic stamps of group 8 shd probebly be regerded as additional
stamps on amphoras of subgrp =f 1 a, placed on the second handle. Such additional
stamps were evidently placed indiscrimingtely either on the secomd handle or together
with the main stamp, This is excellently confirmed by the additional stamps of
subgrp 1 go On the stamp of XAPY(n stends an additional stamp with a picture of a
man's head (Bl.IV, 7), but such stamps also hccur separately (Pl.IV, 10).

The whole of Ypp, 1 is undoubtedly & single unit. This follows sbove all from
the unity of the names occurring in subgrps la and lg. Moreover the single list of
second names indicates the closeness of the stamps of all the subgroups to each other
(eppendix 2). Group 1 can ba readily dated by the clear archeological complexes,
which provide excellent eonfirmation of the synchronousness of its subgrps, The
most prominent place among them is occupied by the ¥ Zmeinyy Kurgen and the Olbia
store of 1947, In the first complex were found 3 stamps of subgrp la, ome st. of
lv, and 3 sty of APIZTOMENHZ with Herakles Archer, All this material is clearly
dated by e lekythos of Xemophontes of the 1/4 of the 4th ¢, B.C. The evan more
interesting complex from Olbia has this far unfortunately not been publishsd.us
As the author of the rfport writes, im the bottom of the burial pit lay "59 empty
cerefully depesited amphoras", This remarkable complex conteins the stamps of only
the two subgrps 1 b and 1 v, confirming that they are synchronous, From the corres-
pondenes bewween the second names in the stamps of the two subgrps, it can be com-
eluded that K1 equafls KIPSN and AA equals AAVAZ(HZ),

Consideration of the paleography (P1.III) shpws that the wtamps of Grp 1 are

distinguished by e quiet beautiful seript, whose lett rs ave cheraetsrized by
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(pe 21) strictness and monumentality, Lspecially characteristic are the forms nu, Firxx

x1, sigma and omega, which occur exslusively in this early prpe N hes a slightly
inclined first and e diminished second hasta, the xi has & broad muklines of the same |
8iza, the omega is charscterized by & regular roundness end several glanting limes,
running in the same direction; these habe their nearest closest parsllels in momu~
mentel end numismatic epigraphy of the end of the 5th and beg. of the 4th e, B.C,

It can be suggested that the shape of the legend itself in the stamps of grp 1 was
taken from lapidary inseriptions. This hypothesis is also supported by the feot

that some of the stampela? alnost regularly meintain the menner of a stoichedon,

and most of them depart from this only at ths end of the whole inscr. or in the 3rd

£e22 line, This eppears to be not & rendom thing or s matter of chence and corresponds

fully to the lapidary epigraphics of the seme time with its transition from stoich-
128
edon to the usual arr,

The grammatical deviations from the koine are generally quite few in the Thasian
stamps of 2ll groupss Grp 1 is charscterized by comparatively rare Ionisms (evid. .
because of the abundance of abirevietions). Femarkable features ere the typically
I;nic replacement of the long alpha with ete in AIAPHZ, the characteristio writing

129
of the diphthong BY as EO in BOArOPHY [, , , This phenomenon can bs tmsced from

the end of the G6th c. B.C.] and, on the other hand, the coupling of the group of

vowels EO into a diphthing - OEYA(QPOZ), KAEY., which is characteristic of the Ionian
dielect from the beg. of the 4th c, B.G.lso Un the case of the flexiom (?) one may not
the gen. sing. omieron in AABPO( (of. EII ZATYFO0,2b), assuming thet we do not habe an
abbreviation here, The form of the pen. AANEA {?f. TEAEA « 2 b) indicetes a Dorie
element which in general was present on Thaaos.le Such grametical snomaliés on the

whole are quite char, of Thasos, and they ultimately give only the iwax lower terminus
for the rizm origim of stamping, nemely the threshold hetwsen the 5th and 4th cs B3e,
The ethnies in the stemps of all 4 subgrps are ysed in the mopt varied abbrev,s

The weual form is OAZIONS apparently, only in the presence of TEAEZ sbands OAZIO,,

A
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which stands forthe form GAZIO(N). It was stated as an opinion above that this is not
genitive plural but e neuter adjective, end there cen be no question of e "nationalist:
erchaism”, Actually, although VG has related this form of the ethnic with the years

jmmediately
following the conquest as we shall see below it also is found in Grps 5, Sa, and even

5b, which VG herself assigns to the time after the Macedonian conguest, Thus no |
|

chronological conclucions can be based on thise. It is remarkable that VG in her secon
artiolewz everywhere writes ®AZION with the accent on the alpha. Only in exeeptional
cases does GAZIOZ appear in the stemps of Grpel: on the basis of the fact/ that
this ethnic is always associated with the second name SIARN, it can be coneluded
that its appearance is due to the preference of e single person. But 2IASN did not
regylerly maintein this habit eand sts. placed the ethnic ém the usual form.

The most important problem that erises in the study of the group 1 and is inm
of great importance in dating the stamps is that of the significance of the names
in the stemps. But this problem cannot be solved in isolation for this group aloneg
one mist also simultaneously consider the problem of the meaning of the devices and

their relation to the names, We will therefore emalyze this gepecially after

studying the first three groupd.
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Group £ 1')-'.3._, 4 -
| y ama-d 4into 2 subgroups: 2s and 2b., The. £irst of these was disting.
Iy " 183 I

] ? o i = .,..-:.w.‘ ) He considered that the charact. feature of these stamps was the. flw‘b
1 4 ’ .
n

= BLRrUR Of I
e I that "thn i.nnaripts.on on then is plaegd in 2 or 3 lines along ome of the short sides of i
thp reahngulnr atamp, oyer the device whi.ch occupies the main space” and he was innuud|

134 I
to 1noludo in this\fg;mp uriwu stamps with similar characteristies, mﬁhnahmp{

of the Ksrmrchoi end the gtamp AFIZTO - M[A with the basin which acg, to my - ?

|
xiped oV NG |

P23 o'.l_.ulirioatim fite i,nta Bubgrp 4h. Sacause of the presence in the stamps of the keranm-

BECH =S

grahs or thu do'ricl of' Herakles &roq.r, Ue Be Shelov dated 'h.h ﬂﬂbh &TPe in the mid
41:11 B C. .

| _ M: th- preunt tim in viﬁr of 'hhn tqerlm.on of mate ial) ;enpotﬂl&a wvols 111 of
IOBPE nné in tho sorpus of Bon and, ulpq which has come from mew umm, it is
nec. to introduce Bome aorrootim mto these categories. D,B,Bhuw observed char. nhr.
for th- group, lﬁl‘-. HSI‘. MELA, MNow without any doubt one may state that the stamps which
hn pub].. rat’or to one Fr Ihiu‘h cen bq untttd around the neme MEZ which is always
pnunt m th-n. 1 h:nau or only one. Stemp without this name gnd without the device
(mam 111, ne. 455) uh:.oh can be read WEL - APIZ but here the fact can bs explained by .I
thn tmlty rnding l.mi t‘lnnlcr;ptim of V.V, Sehkorpil. The insor,.s on the stamps 4
MEZ do not go only along the short sides of the frame but are sts. located along tha
long ones as well (table, V, 8)s iHowever, the group of stampa VEZ pozsesses a s eries
of oharacterigtiod festuress

1} Constant abbrevietions yp to 3 or 4 letters
2¢ The presence i many cases of several devices in one stamp (Appendix 3)

Ss The required retrogrede writing of the legends.
Sa  Wov ol presence of the ethnic. '

fie encounter the various ways of plaocing the logend as is shown hereg l

where © is the ethnie, 1 is MEZ, 2 the second neme - the placing of the device.

The enblems are completely varied but upon inspectimg the list of them one

is struck {
by the fact that they fall intoe several subject oyoles (Appendix 3), thet is s the
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Group £ XX 2

This grp is divided into 2 subgroups: 2e and 2b, The first of these wes disting,
188

by D, B, Shelov. He considered that the charact, feature of thase stamps was the fact
that "the inscription on them 4s placed in 2 or 3 lines along one of the short sides of

the rectanzular stamp, over the device which occupies the main space” and he was inclinead

134
to include in this group various stamps with similar characteristics, among them stamp|
185

of the Kermmarchoi end the stamp APIITO - MS[A with ths basin which acc, to my

clagsification fits into Subgrp 4b., Becsuse of the preagence in the stamps of ths keram-

archs of the device of Herakles Archer, U. B. Shelov dated the whole grp. in the mid

4th B.C, |
At the present ti.m§ in vhew of the mccretion of mate iel volleoted in vol. III of |

T0SFE and in the corpus of Zon and also which hae come from mew excavations, it is

nec. to introduce some corrections into these categories, D.B.Shﬁluﬁ observed char, sbhref.

for the group, MEZ, MEI', MB[A, Now without any doubt ome my state that the stamps Ihioh.

he pudbl. refer £o ome group which can be united around the name MEZ which is always ‘

prosent in them. I kmow of only one stamp without this nmame and without the device |

(108F8 I1I, no. 435) which can be read MEP = APIZ but here the fact can bs explained by

the faulty resding and transeription of V.V, Sehkorpil. The insor.s on the stamps

MZZ do not go only along the short sides of the frame but are sts. located along tha

long ones as well (table, V, 5). However, the group of stamps WEZ possesses a s erieg

of characterieticd Pesturess

1} Constant abbreviations wp to 3 or 4 letters
2. The presence i) meny cases of several devices in one stamp (Appendix S) '

8¢ The required retrogrede writing of the legends.
4, n " presence of the ethnie, |

fie encounter the various ways of plaocing the legend as is showa hare:

where © is the ethnie, 1 is MEZ, 2 the secomd neme
TM [ =1

= the plasing of the device,
blems are completely varied but upon inspecting the list of them one is struck
by the fact that they fall inte several subjeet cyoles (Appendix 8), thet is, the
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‘ (ps23) choice of the devices depended on MEZ himself insofar es one and the same second name
is encountered in his stemps with devices of various cycles, for ex., API,KE[,0PA,
Allotting stamp APIITO-ME[L'A into a epecial group will be discussed below. As fer as
the stamps of the keramerchs are concerned, thgy emerge in & specisl way in the whole of
Thasian stamping, similar to the stamps of subgrp 2a only formally, and they do not enter
as a special group onto the proposed cla-sificetion. They will aleso be discussed later.
One can assume that Bype 2a developed from the stamps of subgrp le witixkiwxhaipx
aelped by introducing the device of additionnl stemps into the stamp itself end from
stamps of subgrp lb tzoz'zi:fx it is close in its ebbreviations. The retre. reading of
the inscriptions dn which L. Stephani and F. Becker baged their dating is explained by
B.N.Gre as the result of the erronsous work of the dio-out‘ber.lae However, the strict
observance of this habit ib subgrps 2a,{ 4b and others compels one to refrain from so
categorical a proncuncement, Of asourse neither retr. writing nor boustrophedon which
is also encountered in Thasisn stamps ean in any wey offer any indication of the anti-
quity of the inseriptions, After all, boustr. for ex. dissapears from the lapidary
epigr. of Thasos in the middle of the 5th B.C. when regular stamping did not as yet
exist. The only thing that can oxplain the application of retr. writing is the personal

taste of the owner of the stamp in his desire somehow to distinguish it from others or
to five it a certain adornment.
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Thie grp is divided into 2 subgroups: 2a and 2b. The first of these was disting,
138

by D» B. Shelov. He considered that the charact. feature of these stamps was the fact
thet "the inscription on them is placed in 2 or 3 lines along one of the short sides of

the rectangular stamp, over the device which occupies the main space” and he was inclined
154
to include in this group various stamps with similar characteristics, among them stamps
135

of the Keramarchoi and the stamp APIZTO -« META with the basin which acec. to my

classification fits into Subgrp 4b. Because of the presence in the stamps of the keram-
archs of the device of Herakles . Archer, D. B. Shelov dated the whole grp. in the mid
4th B.C.

At the present time in view of the accretion of matenial wollected in vol, III of
IOSFE and in the corpus of Bon and aleso which has come from new exo.a.ntiena, it is
nec, to introduce some corrections into these categories, D.B.Shelov observed char. abbr,
for the group, MEZ, ME[', ME[A, Now without any doubt one may state that the stamps which

he publ, refer to one group which can be united around the name MiZ which is always I

present in them. I kmow of only one stamp without thiz name and without the device H
(10SPE 111, no. 435) which can be read MEI' = APIZ but here the fact can be explained by |
the @aulty reading and transcription of V.V. Schkorpil. The inscr.s on the stamps

MEZ do not go only along the short sides of the frame but are sts. located along the |
long ones as well (table, V, 3). However, the group of stamps MEZ possesses a s eries

of characteristicd features:

1} Constant abbreviations yp to S or 4 letters
2, The presence ij many casss of several devices in one stamp (Appendix 3)

3+ The required retrograde writing of the legends.

4, . d presence of the ethmnic.

fie encounter the verious ways of plaeing the legend as is shown here:

where @ is the ethnic, 1 is MEZ, 2 the second name - the placing of the device.

The enblems are completely varied but upon inspecting the list of them ome is struck

by the fact that they fall into several subject cyeles (Appendix 3), thet is, the



choice of the devices depended on MEZ himself insofar es one and the same second name
is encountered in his stamps with devices of various cycles, for ex. API,ME[,BPA,

Allotting steamp APIZTO-MELA into a special group will be discussed below. As far as

the stamps of the keramarzhs are concerned, thgy emerge in a special wey in the whole of |
|

Thasian stamping, similar to the stamps of subgrp 2a only formally, and they do not enter
as a special group onto the proposed clacsification. They will also be discussed later., |

One can assume that Lype 2a developed from the stamps of subgrp lc ’ithxkhnxhatpx

telped by introducing the deviee of sdditional stamps into the stamp itself and from
both of

stamps of subgrp 1b to which it is cloge in its abbreviations. The retr. reading of

the inscriptions on which L, Stephani and P. Becker based their dating is explained by

138
B.N.Gre as the result of the erroneous work of the die-cutter, dowever, the strict

observance of this habit ib subgrps 2e,{ 4b end others compels one to refrain from so

categorical a pronouncement. Of course neither retre. writing nor boustrophedon which

is also encountered in Thasisn stamps san in any way offer any indication of the anti-

quity of the imscriptions., After &ll, boustr. for ex. dissapears from the lapidary

epigr. of Thasos in the middle of the 5th B.C. when regular stamping did not as yet

exist., The only thing that cen explain the application of retr. writing is the personal

taste of the owner of the stamp in his desire somohow to distinguish it from others or

to give it a certain adornment.
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La question de la datation du Sousgre 2a est ume des plus compleEe. Pans ces amblemes
il est ;vp;:x probable de trduver des choses emprﬁntaaa de le monnaie. Llas timbres de ge
type se trouvent seulement dems un seul complexe archeolcgique (Ap endix I, no.l0) date
toutd entier du 4eme siecde BC, It reste deux moyens sedlement pour resoudre le proble :
1aj§ﬁe’@,raphiqua et 1;::;;:1;1'0:11:1119. les inscriptions de ce sous~-gr. se distinpuent
par des charaeterss petits et parfois peu soignés, cepsndant d'aprez les formes des Rmkiwe
Jetises, o11e: sont tres proches des inscriptione du groupe 13 oce sont des formes tout o
fait analogues zux lettres des timpres du groupa ZATYPOZ (confere par ox, upsilon). la
recherche synchronique est rendweplus compliquade par une forte ebbreviation des noms,
co qui amene une identification e’rone;:. ipis, en faisant unvcomparaison soigneus’a, nour
obtenons ®m le pourcentage de coincidones suivant: eveo le group 1 on obtient 50 pouram:‘_l\:
aveec le group 3, 64 p,c.y avec le gra 4, 50 pe.ce :;:::tl pouventages sont obtenus de la
fecon suivante, Ie nombrs des noms xovmk est prhﬁ 100 pecs dans le sous=gr. 2a. le
rapport & ce nombre du nombre des noms correspondents dens les sutret groupes domne le
pourcentage eharohé. lLe emnlcule des pourcentages dans les tableaux de correspondence
qui suivent :::t obtenu de cette facon,

Ainsi, les correspondances dos noms ropprochent ces timbres du groupe 3, axix ot
les domnees de llana.lyso palsographique et la eonsideration typologique les relie au
Grs 1 gzb. Ceci donne une raison de classer les timbres MEZ entre les Gr., 1 at 3,
synchroniquemmt svee les Bimbres JATYPOZ, Il est peu probable qu'on puisse etre tres
precis damns cette datation car finalement 1le probleme me poubra otre resolu que pay des
trouvadlles dans des complexes certains.

Lo souse=gre 2b & dto determine depuis longtemps, L. M, Pridik estima dabords que =e
ces timbres venaient de Pantie;pelm mafis par la suite il les fit provenir de ‘l‘hnon.ue
3ien que ces timbres ne comtiemnent pes d'ethnikon, i1 ne fait de doute pour persomne
qu'ils sont de provenance thasienne, par leur argile, la forme des enses, le bord,

Touts ces timbree se characterisent par la forme ronde du poingan dens lequel sont
meldes reprocentation et insoription. Les pepresentatiom sont de 2 sortess soi® une

: 15
tote barbue de satyre chauve, ! soit un choix d'emblemes tres different toujours
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(po 24) accompagnes d'un caducse (Appendix 3), Avec le premiere embléme on rencemtre differents |J
noms, demt 1o plus frequent est FATYPOZ, Selon les donmes de INSPE IIX, 20 fois un tel |
timbre est accompagne d'un petit poincon rond supplementaire aven 1'inscoription E[NI
ZATYPO en 3 petites lignes. #5n outre, ce timbre supplementaire se rencontre deum fois
aven le nom SYAIOPAZ dans un grand timbre e% aussi quelges fois sans le timbre principale,
Avec les emblomes de la seconde sorte on trouve toujours 1e nom TEAZAZ; ces poincons
sont mmxpiuxxp un peu plus importants que les poincons de ZATYPOZ,

Le feite que les timbres aveb la tete portent le plus souvent le nom de ZATYPOZ,
tant dans le timbre principale que dans lo timbre supplementatre, et q'il y a aussi un
poincon supplementaire avec lef nom EYAIOPAZ, permete de supposer que le ZATYPOZ du ¥
timbre primipale et supplemsntaire est un seul et meme personneage et que son embleme
est une "arme parlamte”. le type du grand poingon et du petit timbre éponyme relie
tout co groups au ném de ZATYPOZ. Dans la mesure ou il y a des aneces d'amphore sane
timbre principale et sewulement evec un seul poincon subplementeire permet 1 "hypothese

de 1‘'amphora,

suivente: on timbreit plus ou moins souvent les deux anses dduwpherayrwexduexttokewer
prémokceNsx proXeientx coorex prnicEcrux ciexsucxndexensmce et au poincon supplementaire
avec le nom de ZATYPOZ eponyms pouvait correspondre sur le seconde anse les timpres
principaux avec d'autres noms que ZATYFOZ et BYArOPAZ. D'wn point de vue formelle,
les poincons complementelires continuent le tradition des timbres anepigraphiques
supplementeires, ot le timbres principale luie-meme la tradition du type 1lv, mais avec
le remplacemsnt d'un nom per un embleme constant,

de 1'autre sorte

Dens les timbres dlumexmutxwxzurim, le nom TEAYAZ est constament accompagne de son
embleme propre, le oaducee, Plus bea, jlescayerai de montwer in que les noms ot les
emblomes de ces types stylistiquement semblables possedent une sdgnification diffewents. |
On date les poinooms de ZATYPOZ en comparvant les seconds noms aven les listes |

5 APTZTOMENHZ
pe 25 memes noms dangé les Himbres du gre 1 et les timbres d'Aristomsne par 1'%@poque de ce

140
dernier, environ & la fin de gre 1. Il est doutoux aue 1@ chercheurs aiont relson

de ces I

quent 1ls estiment que la tete du satyre dens ces timbres agt tiree d'un symbole

monetaire, "le Silene au kanthare®, 7 11 faut y voire plutot simplement une’arme purlnnt«'
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du milieu notre
Ainsi la datetion des timbres de JATYIOZ dexiexwmikin de la £ 4iome siecle de mzke ore

<865

doit etre abeandonnee; B. N, Grakov lui-meme & abandonne cette hypothése et penchmza it

: 141
& placer ce groupe entre la fin de la premiere classe et le debut de la seconde.

du BOUT=gre

Plus bag en fora 1'hypothese que le JATYPOZ de msxgxmwpym 2b ot le ZATYPOZ du sous=gr.
la sont un seul et meme personnage. Parmi les emblemes de TEAEAZ i) y & un Herakles
Archer mais sa representation est tres grossiere et du point de wue stylistique elle
supporte 'difficilement la comparaison avec la typoldgis du monneie., Cepandant i1 faut
remerquer qulelle eszlgiocha de 1 Herakles des timbres de plusieurs KiP AUAPXOI que de
colui des timbres de APIZTOMENHZ, Les charscteres de ce gr. sont petits mais assez
procis, et dens les formes principales (particulierement nu) semblable & 1'alphabet

des gre 1 et 2o, Lalhoureuserent, pes un seul timbre rond ne provient de bon complex

.
qui pourreimmizdonner confirmetion a la datafkon proposée.

Groupe $

Dans le gr. 3, entre les timbres avec un ambpleme au centre Au chemps et une
ingoription disposee autour da cardre, 1'embleme est habituelment seul; X on ne
rencontre que rarement,com @ avec le nom @%ﬁﬂ s 'o8 symboles complementaire,
L'insoription est places sur 3 ou 4 cotes du timbre. la legende consiste en ¥ 2 noms
ezt un othnikon. les premidrs et le secondf sont tres souvent abbregés; on remerontre
1lethnikon sans abbreviation avec les terminaisoms en UN et O, Tr:s rarement le
gravour manquait de plece ot terminait 1'inscription de la lepende pour ainsi dire sur

142

un second cercle, Un failt exceptionel: a cote du timbre de AIKHKPATHE on trouve
44 143
la lettre A sur wn poincon Bompleomentairs.

Perfois dang la literature on rencantre 1'expression'le groupe d'Aristomene” mous
sous=-ontend ;
par lequel on msussmtamt les timbres avec lef nom d'Aristomene et la representation

d'Herakles Archers Un ne peut pas etre d'eceord avee un tel emploi du mot, Effective-

mont, les timbres d'Aristomene sont sens douts lew representante les plus "elaires®
de ce groupe et dame 1'ensemble de tous les timbres Thatiensy 1les chercheurs leur ot

consacre une large place et dans notre travail ils jouent un role important dens 1la
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ils n'lexistent
(p. 25) chronologie Thasienne., Copendant kixmiaxizke pae dw facon isolefd meis ils entrent

dens le gre. 3 qu'ils datent essentiellement. I) ne convient pes non plus de ranger dans
un pgre. & part les timbres dans lesqueld la legende est dis pose’;e gur les trois cotes
d'un cadre quadrangulaire, De tels poincons comportent asser souvent des nome comuns
a8t parfois
aux timbres du groupe restant, ce qui détermine eon momolithiswe., IL'inscription,retro-
grade, les timbres de cette periode n'lataien'b placods tant sur les anses awe parfois
pogterieures
(mais tres rarementjsur le cou de )'amphore. les timbres des smxmimxx gr.s ne sont
pas connus sur les cous des amphoras.
Typologiquement les timbres du gr. 3 provenaient des timbres du sous-gr, 2a
precedent dans les 5 promieres variantos de da formule, Selon towte vraisemblance
' pervint a ce resultat par un duvelopﬁment graduslle das 3 elements de le legende

autour de l'emblems. Une telle hypothese fait du grs 3 1'hdritisr imnedist du sous=

gre. 22,
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A series of reliable complexes date quite well the proun we are studying i

=
s

_\
b

(Appendix 1). Most frequently in these complexes we encounter the stemps of Ari
stomenes., fie cannot agree with VGrace who dates the Dubois de Montpereux mound at
410-400 33.144 Certainly I. B. zgostms is correct in distinguishing in this
complex two burials of differemt periods. The amphore with the stamp from there
should be placed in the 1/2 of the 4th cent. B.C. Materials from the burial of the
Zmeinii mound show that the Aristomenea; stamps xzfer relate directly to stamps of
Group £ I and perhaps in some sections (?) are even synchronous with it, This
makes out conceptions of the various groups as consecutive one upon theothet
somewhat arbitrary. It is altogether possible that a suyceeding group sprang up
during the existence of the preceding one. Howeer this does not change the con-
clusions about Group Z 3 as being on the whole a later one. Thore is no doubt
that the stamps of Aristomenes are the earliest ones in it. This da attested %o
by the list of their second names which coincides greatly with similar lists in
the two preceding groups. However in the Aristomenes stamps there ar- slreday
new names as wel! that are characteristic far the whdle of Group 3., lHere is the
relationship in percent of coincidences of second names in the stamps of Aristo- :
menés and in the various early groups: Group I = 77 percent; Aristomenes - 100
percent; OUroup III - 94 percent; Group IV = 29 percent.

Much attention has beendevoted to Aristomenes in the spacial literature
@8p. because he pute in his stamps the Greek parasemon of the city of Thasos
which has direct ensmlogies in the soulpture and numismatics of the i.slnnd.us
Bell ,Crakov who compares the emblems of Aristomenes with coins, at first dated

147

these stemps at a pariod around 400 B.C. Leter on he proposed that they be dated
148 149 '

et 390-380 or 390=370 BC, In complete agrosmont with thiz chronology I shal)

only permit myself to make it more precise merely because of stylistie considerat-
150

fons, The stamps of Arist. bear an emblem of a imeeling Herakles preparing to

draw his bow, His pose is dietinguished by the suremess of his movements: one

foot is slightly extended forward so that the eenter of gravity is transferred +o



\
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(pe26) the bent knee of the other leg which rests firmly on the ground, the torso

of the hero is either erect or protrudes sl. backward reflecting the moment when
he had barely begun to draw his bow; in such instances aven tho line of the bow-
string bends somewhat (Table V, 8)., Herakles' head is corered with the lion skin,
on his shest one se2s the animal's paw, its tail is caught in at the waist in a
belt. fder. is dressed in a chiton which falls in flowing calm folds from the knee
on both sides. The folds are worked very simply, in a specially clear mamplm
example one can observe the dotailed musculature of his legs.

This composition places these emblems in close ties with the numismatic
symbols of those three groups of gold and silver coins which according to metro-
logical, stylistic, or other indications have been referred by A. West to PFeriods
2 and 5.152 A1l specific stylistic features and perticularly the characteristic
details = the pirmenent absence of the second paw of tho beast which peers out
in several ememples of coins from under the hem of the garment which is under the |
hero's foot xmfmwx relate the emblems of Arist, precisely to these coins.ls3
which are dated in Yeriod 3 (380370 BC) end to the very begimnipng€ of Feriod 4
(370-550 BC), This permits us to locate the stamps of Arirt, chronologiwally

pe27 around 870 B.C3, although they could have appeared even egrlier in the decade of
the '70s. This arbitraty boundary (370 B.C.) denotes the end of “roup I of Thasian
stamps and the beginning of CGroup III, Group II is located in close proximity to thil
date.

Uespite the obvious d-pendence of the Arist. stamps on coinage typology, it
is unlikely that one should see in Thasian stamps such a great number of borrowings
from the coins of ,other centers which some 1nveatigatar5154 find, and even more
unlikely to explain these borrowinge through historical considerations. Urientdng
herdelf from the latter, Virace has referred a great number of stamps of Group III

5th

to the very end of the %tf cent. B.C., to the moment after the completion of the
156

Pelopomnesian war, although according to the dats of the complexes and in view
of the consuderations we have offered they wfer to a period after 370 BC.
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It is possible that the emblems of the stamps of Herophon are also connected
with numiamaticaslss the head of the bearded Herakles 1nt26110n skin, the club
under it, and e series of additional symbols, although it is d ifficult to find
coin analogies to the basic emblem, if not to consider it as having its source in
the type of the Archer., The supllementary symbols might be used to confirm such
an hypothesis., The ecript of the Herophon stamps (Zf Plate III, 3) is distinguished
by embellishments in the form of little circles at the ends of the letters = which
is a very characteristic phenomenon in the coinage technique of the whole Gk. world.
It is poseible that the amphora dies war of Herophon wore prepared by a diecutter
for coins, An amphora with a similar stemp was found in a grave (Appendix 1,n0.9),
which is dated by the materials as 370-350 B.C., which confirms the chronological
proximity of the stamps of Herpphon and Aristomenes. Another stamp of Greup III
in view of the material 3f a reliable complex (Appendix I, no.ll) is also dated
ideally at the middle of the 4th century B.C. The end of the whole group in view
of considerations which will be offered below can be placed areund 340 BC,

The seript of Group 1Ll represents a further development of an earlier ome.
”aapito the general retention of the forms of the letters of @roups I and II,
one cen obeerve & gradual widening of the le'ters, the soript in some instences ﬁ
bscomes uneven and hasty., Indicative is the shape of @ - gometimes large in size
with slightly protruding lines and sts quite to the contrary with a little mirzuim

circle and a vertical slash which emerges only from below. The letter N, although

8t111 in ite slanting form, nevertheless gradually acquires vertical strokes paraliej]

one to the other which are so char. of the succeeding froupde The s ame can alse
be said of the rorms of sigme whieh are rare here with its hz parallelf strokes,
Group III more than the others gives examples of anomalies of dialeet which

can be explained by the very rich emthropomomic matérials it contains. On the one

hand they would seem to indicate a very marked influence of the/ Ionie dialeet, ang

on the other, a gradual bit quite persistent penetration of the koine in its devel.

oped forms,
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I, Ionisms ‘
157
<ta after rho, iota, epsilon: APIZTAPOPHZ, BYAI'OPHZ, IZAI'OFHZ, HPAI'OPHZ, |
[IPRTACOPHZ, [IAYZANIHZ, but [AYZANIAZ, KAAAIAZ, NIKIAZ, EYSPANQP lseems out of place]
158
Eo instead of EY: BEOATCOFHZ, cf. I'AAOKIAZ.
159
BY instead od 20: OEYAOTOZ, OEYARPOZ, OEYSIAOZ, KAEYKPATHZ, but ®E0A0TOZ,
GEOARPOZ, OEOSINOZ,
160
Bte iota instead of eps. iota: LPossibly under the influence of Attic.

K. Brugmann, A. Thumb. Griechische Grammatik, Minchen 1913, pp. 62, £f. (This
phenomenon is studied from the beginning of the 4th c. B.C.).] [IOZIAHIOZ instead

of NOZIAEIOZ,
161
Bpsilon instaed of eps, iota: XEBPIAOZ but XBIPIAOZ (Group I)
162

Contraction of vowdds: AHMHZ (from AHMEHZ), HPAZ (for HPAHZ).

163 164
Inflections (genitive): EIII THAE®ANEOZ, Cf, [IYAAAER (koramarchos)

165

Loss of iota from the diphthong in intervocalic position: ABIALKOZ =

AEAAKOZ,

II, Instances of developed koine
166

Iota instead of eps, iota: ABIAAKOZ - AIAAKOZ (occasional form)-AIAAKHZ;

BEYAAKIAHZ., HPAKAITOZ, but HPAKAEITOZ.
167
Epsilon iota instead of iota: TEIMHZIOEO0Z but TIMHZIKAHZ,
168
Speilon instead of eta: APKEKPATHZ but APXHKPATHZ,.

Dissimilation: [IAMPAHZ - [IANSAHZ =~ TIANGAOZ(!)

111, Doricisms and similar :

|
189
AGANOKFPITOZ, AAMATPIOZ, AATSTAY, NOZZIIKAZ, APTQNAAO equals gen, of APTUNAAZ,

lit ie understood that this is not an epic form but a dialectiocal phenomenon which

resembles most closely the Aeolio dialect (the Boeotian or Thessalian variants),
170

Cf, ete.l 4AAAZ, (This is a barbarian name (perhaps Thracien?), char. of the

HEell. period eto., , l
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Particularly noticeable is the abundance of developed forms of koine (many
of them appear in texts on papyri from the 3rd century B.C.), which were absent

171
in the preceding groups. Char. also is the presence of Doricisms, LCfe Grakov

o o oo o The names N0ZZ0Z and NOZZIKAZ which he presents ers not Asia Yinor names

but Greek: Zgusta . . . ] |

The materinls presented for the first 3 groups of Thasien stamping permits us
now to raise the question of the significance of the names and emblems on the stamps
of Thasos. This problem is of the utmost importance, once it is solwved it will
help us to explain the overell detings of the groups and to point out smaller

gradations within them.

lore than half a century ago B.M.Pridik adwanced the hypothesis of the so-
172

called double firm, according to which both of the nemes which appear on Thesian
173
stamps were those of fabricents, i.e. potters. Bel oG pakov who accepted this
174 175
at first, soon rejected it. Basing his views on stamps of the Keramarchs

and on e few names accompanied by the preposition Elll, he considered one name as

that of the magistrate referring to the keramarch,and the other the potter's. name,
176

V.V.Schkorpil dietinguished the functions of the eponym (with the preposition
177
BNII) and the keramerch. V.Grece  conolusively defined one name as the name of

the magistrate-eoponym, accompenied by a constant emblem, and the other as the name

of the person who uffirmmd attested (endoreement) the quality of the amphora, I
178

Subsequently she compiled a whole table of correspondences of eponyms and potters, |

179
Kelying on her article, M. Mircev subjected to eritical analysis the long-

8 pnce~abandoned theory of "double firms". Apart from general considerations he,
following in the footsteps of Yu. S, Kmshkol,lao presents the observation that
the names of the magistrates refer to aristocrats (APISTOAIKOZ eto. ) while
the second nemes belong to eraftsmen or tradesmen (MYTIGN, OFAZGN, KIPON and
ABMEAZ)s If @ name of the second type ocours in the first position, this cen be
oxpleined by the fact that a wealthy tradesman could have been elected to the post

of a magistrate, In dealing with the @roup of stampe with one name, M, Mirsev




%06
(pe 29) observes that the name on them refers to the potter, while the emblem represents the
eponym. Thus in stamps with letters functioning es emblems, these letters must be ths

initials of the eponyms.

A. ¥, Bon while not entirely rejecting the "magistrates" interpretation of the names
points out the possibility of another hypothesis for whiih she indicates her prefaren;:T
Considering the stamp in its entirety to be a partial marking, the cartificete of
Important wine-merchants, she rovives the old theory of the "double firms" on a somewhat
different basis. She considers that one name belongs to the head of a "trade-firm",
end the other to some repponsible person, the appearance of whose names on the stamps
was required by the state: an inspector, a degustetor, etc. It is possible that it
belongs also to a second partner. Abbreviations and monograms have the seme sense.

The emblem depends on the parsonal taste of the merchant, The whole idea of this
Franch researcher presupposing "a director of a firm", end"investment of capitel"
in a hazardous enterprise, "competing firms" etc, is a very strong modernization of the

economic relations of gnoient Greece,

In Thesien stamps actually one very rarely encountsrs names with Bill, Thus far
three instamces are known: &I ZATYPO(Y), ENI MEPENOZ, BOI Tma-bnmox.wa[othen ars
doubtful (references)| However scholers are undoubtedly correect when they eseribe the
first name to & magistrate and the second to a potter. How is one to mke out the name
of the magistrate, where is the criterion for "first" and "second" 7 In placing the
legond on the 4 dides of the frame, the idea of "first" place is completely relative,
Observations indicate that the names of undisputed magistrates occur as a rule immediate -
ly after the ethnie., It is completely correet to regard num.:i::ich ohe and the same
emblem constantly appaars as those of magistrates, these emblems being borrowed from
the coins of the city. However with these names for ex. with the name dmxpo Herophon
one finds as woell other and most varied symbols. V. Grace considersd these names homo-
nyme and referred them to various eponyms (for ex, ME[SN I with Uil and MEPSN 11 without
the pmp.).lss dowever even after such a ddstinction the majority of the nm.*m the

stamps of Group III is left undefined with regerd to their belonging to magistrates.
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For this reason, the same scholar has gone further end numbered emong the eponyms

nemes of stamps with a special positioning of the inseription, for ex. along & sides,
184

as in the KAEOSSN stamps. However such a positioning of the inscription can be
found with many other names beside those of KAEO2WN, and with stamps of this same KA,
we meet inscriptions along 4 sides.

3 Inview of the di fieulties which we have enumerated, we mudt begin our study with
185
the very first group. V.V.Schkorpil had elready observed that second (es regards the

othnic) names in the stamps of APIZTOMENHZ with Her, Apcher ere repeated in the second
186
or third lines of stamps without emblems. DB.N. Grakov subsequently defined the first

nemes of Group I as the mares of Keramarcheeponyms. However the matter is not as simple
187
as it seems. V.C. thinks thet the magistrate names never oecur together. iemewkiia

However we know of 9 nemes of Group I that occupy sometimes the first (i.e. they are

magistrate names) and sts. the second place where they must belomg to potters (Appendix

I11). The only explenation can be found in the fact that the fametimmxz post of an

eponym-magistrate on Thashs was an elective one and that the epmmym could be selected
188
from the group of the producers of the containers. This &s remarkably deomonstrated

by stamps of subgroup Ib with one neme and the ethnic. All three names which enter in
here = AAMAITHZ, BHMHZI, BYAI'OPHI - belonged to potters who exerciged the functions of

magistrate, consequently these are stamps which were issued during the time that they
189
were exerciging these functions and they were issued from their pwm shops.
illustration of this

The most b”ﬂli&ﬂt/_WPothnil és to be found in the stamps of ZATYPOZ, The very

fact that in the basic stemp are located arme parlente and a supplementary die with the
inseription EII ZATYPO(Y) occurs also with the name EYArOPAZ compdls us to refer all
these round stemps to the eponym ZATYPOZ who mafntained his owm shop and for that reasom
affixed his om eponymous die to the basic on® most freguently including his owm name
- 20 times. The infrequency of combinations of the name ZATYPOZ in the preceding group

(only with 2 potters) and the chromological ;{:mimgxdoghgom BT BIRE A, TOMBEE 0
essume that the ZATYPOI of Gproups I emd II mxw ome
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follows that the transition to the new type of stamp occurred during the incumbency
of one magistrate - ZATYPOZ, This fact in ell probability confirms the hypothesis
that ZATYFOZ exercized the rishts of en eponym (i.e., ne was elected for a year),190
although the preposition ZIII was incerted rather infrequently. The functioms of eponyms
were also in all probability exercized by TEAZA. who has 1like ZATY JZ a permanent
supplementary symbol in the round stamps = a caduceus, although combimed with various
central emblems (Appendix I11).

Despite the fact thet MEZ, hes verious emblems, I am also inclined to regard him
as an eponym. This would geem to be confirmed by the original type of the stamp and
by the fact that all of the embpems fall into a series of subject cycles (Appemdix III),
and at the samtime one and the seme neme of a potter is accompanied by emblems from
the various oycles i,e. MEZ, affixed emblems according to his own choosing which is in
principle equivalent to having & single emblem. The fact thaltho 1ist of mccompenying
names coincides with the 1ist of the potters of Groups I, 111, end IV once again
confirms this hypothesis., All the data which we have examined bespeaks the khraxiiyx
ephemoral neture and consequently the transitienal character of Group II which occupied
in all about 3 years,

APIZTOMENHZ stands es it were at the boundary of the 2 periods. He is undoubtedly
the first eponym in Group !II. The abundance of potters' names on h;a stemps induces
one to think of comparing their list withthe lists of potters undertzzgoeponyml of
Sroup I who bear on their stempe refarences to a substantial number of potters:

(1ist or tabls, with these hsadings: eponym of Group I

nos of potters
parea-tage of coinoidences)
from the date which have been presented it is clear that this g#roup of ep. stemps

i
shows concidences of from 40 to 63 percent, 1.8. on the average of about 50 pereent in-

dependently of the number of potters® “P1¥ tho stamps of the sponyms ABMNIAAL(3S per

cent), AHMHZ amd TI (33 wnd 75 percent) prove to be exceptions. 1a the two last
instances the figures obviously are of en sccidental character se a result of the

inffequency of the sccompanying nemes. Xk Thus becomes clear the compactness of the
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whole group end its chrémological proximity to APIZTOMENHI, Consequently I consider it
posgible to divide Group I into 2 stages: early end late, of approximately 15 years
each, The 12 eponyms listed ebove enter into the late group, together with the sponyms
MEZ and THABAZ of Group 11, they owcupy precisely such an interval of time, Into the
early stage will go eponyms whose names on the stemps are accompenied by the names

of one or two potters who are ian some instences not even found on the stemps of the rest |
of the group. There are 10 names which belong here: AZT., XIPWNI(4H2), NOZZO(Z), APIL.,
AAMQ(N), AOH., LKIPJSN(?), TEI., GBO2IAOZ, SYAIOP(HZ). The possibility of finding new
names increases this stage to the time-spam which we have allotted to 1t. Jf course

such a division is more or loss arbitraby and it does not exclude the possibility that

some of tho aponyms of the early stage can als> he entered in the late on?él The results |
of the present study serve to sonfirm the final conclusions of 3.H.Grakov on the
development of regular stamping for the first time precisely on Thasos in the last years
of the 5th or the very beginning of the 4th cent. B.C. Bearing in mind a certain conserv
atism on the part of Greek society of the time one may nderstend that as was the ocase
with every innovation, stamping although indsed it had been officially introduced was

not at the beginning mccepted by all of the potters, i.0. that it was not ungversally
recognized, This would help also to explain

Fugmintuodynatiinunbatiskipothaytain the rarity of stamps of the early sbtage of Uroup

1. and the small numbe: of potters (1 or 2), who stamped their wares during the
incumbency of a single eponym. FRegular stamping nevertheless bore for the time being

a sporadic character, And it is only at the beginning of the second stage of Group I, |
that is approximately from 385 3.C., that stemping became popular and was used regularly
by 211 potters, |
All that has besn said indieates the arbitraryness of our typological classificatiom

inasmuch @8 the stemps of subgroups Ib,Iec, Id are referred on the whole to the late

stage of the whole group, Under & single eponym (AILAPHI for ex,) there existed dies of
subgroupe Ie end I1ds Therefore subgrp la already belongs pertially to the second stape,

Ag far es subgrpe Ib and Ie are concerned (we have in mind only the eponym AABPOZ)
!
|
|
|
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as the complexes of the Zmeimii Mound end the Olbia complex of 1947, they probably
can be referred to the very snd of the secon@ stage, and are chronologdcelly close to
the stamps of ZATYPOZ (subgr.s Ia plus I1b) and to those of APIITOMENHS (Group I11).
Many more d fficulties arise in détermining the eponyms in Group II1., According
to the only true criterion, a constently recurring emblem, one cen single out £ 9 names:
APIZTOM(NHZ), TIMHZIK(AHZ), AHMHTPIOZ, AIKHKP&THEldE LEditors sometimes read this as
APKHKPATHZ but this obviously can be explained by the carelessness with which the seribe
executed his inscription - breaks in the drawing of the delta transformed it into en
elpha (ef. Bon, nos 468).], AMOI(KAHZ?), [AAYK(0Z?), HPOS(ANHZ?), MErQN (plus ENI),
HPO2&N, One more eponym THAE®ANHZ is distinguished by the preposition ElI; on his stamps
there are no names of potters (with the exception of the very doubtful ARMHZ), There-
fore ho elready belongs to the end of Grgoup III or besically to Gr. IV, All 9 of the
eponyms which we have listed have permanent emblems on their stamps (Apprendix IV) some
of them (Her. Archer for APIXTUM,, the head of Her. for HPO®SN, and amphora for ANBI)
are borrowed {rom contemporary coins which once again confirms the magistrate rank of the
bearers of thes o names. However some nemes fovom this list are found with the most
various emblems, for ex, HPODUN, [AAYKOZ gnd particularly MErSN, Following V@race, we
were obliged here to single out stdll one more eponym, for ex. MEI'SN I and MEI'@N II,
But then why one and not several, after all the stamps of ME[SHN II are not united by
eny common features, end the neme HPOUUN is found even withthe name AN3I (em eponym) .
One could think that HPOXM in this instence was & potter. This fully confirms the custonm
of selecting epenyms from emomg the potters end extends this custom to Group III,
however 1t does not give any proofs of the magistrate rank, for ox,, of MEI'GN II.
Intoresting observations can he made on the basis of the materials fo the stamps

of the eponym HPO®EN, He has as permenment emblems the head of Herakles in & lion skin

an’ & club beneath it. In foomt of the face of the hero at the bottom there are addition~ |

al symbols which vary with the various nemes of the potters. They never are repeated
with various ceramists, which gives ono the right to econslude that they are the spesial

emblems of the fabricents, This conclusion finds remarkeble confirmation in the fact
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that additional symbols = a Corinthian helmet with the name of [I02IA2I0Z, and a herm
with the namef of IKYMIOZ - bscome the chief symbols in the etamps with the names of ¥
those persone but without HPOOZN, If previously the emblem (or group of emblems) was
affixed only et the choice of the person in authority - the epanym -, now into the
fie1ld of the die comes also the symbol of the potter. There arises the custon which is
followed by the stamps of the grester part of Group III and of all those that follow
after it. If under the eponym HPOZPN this symbol occapied a subordinate position,
slibsequently it is sdvanced to e central ons.

A1l that has been said permits us to propose the division of Grp. IL1 into early
and late steges. The early stage begins with APIZTOMENHZ end lasts about 10 years,
from 370 to 360 B.C. To this stage can be referred all9 of the listed eponyms who
have stable emblems, The late stage occupies about 20 years (360-340 B.C. and takes in
gtamps of eponyms without a stable emblem, To this atege can be roferred, and obviously
to its end, the eponym THAEDANHZ, The variety of his emblems in the stamps of Group
IV whers he appears without potters, demonstrates quite clearly the adoption of a
new principle on & much wider scale. And it 4s precisely in this stemp that there are m
put not only emblems both of the eponyms andogho potters but also the eponyms themselves
(an? perhaps the potters too) choose £rom for themselves not one stable emblem but a
whole selection of them. Therefors compiling the lists of the magistrates and fabriecant:
in the late stege of Grp,III becoames wellnigh impossible., Perhaps ome shd follow the
path proposed by V’G:w:5 to single out eponyms (for ex. KAEORON, APIJZTEIAHZ, AAMAZTHE
and others) according to the mamner of placing the inser., for ex. along the 3 sides
of the stamp. However there is no guarantee that such a typs of die was not dictated
by the tastes of the potters of KAEO®SN, APIZTEIAHZ, and the others. All the more so

who |
since the potter AAMAZITHI exerciszed the function of epomym im Gréup I (before 370 BC),

would them be
of the function of the eponym were then being lost., The meaning of the names end emblem

l

|
|
sould hardly have been again elected as magistrate several years later for the meaning i

in the following groyPs will be examined below.

Most complicated of all is the matter of clarifying the title of the megistracy
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(pe33) which gave the right of effixing the name of the megis’ rate on the stamps., V.V.Sehkorpil

was the Pirst to state the idee =% that this function wes exorcized by tho keramarch y
194 |

who was chose from emong the potters, who comprised e special guild on Thesos. 4And

af the same time ho Rmsix distinguished between sponyms end keramarchs. B.N.Grakov

aocepted this hypothesis of "guild unification," but recognized the keramarch to be an

195
eponymous official. In his lete works he defended this point of view and rege rded
the keramarch who was elected for a year as the "eponym of his productive~religious
106 .
union". !

The qu-stion is highly debatable because we lmow of very few stamps of feramarchs.

197 |

In preci e reproductions only two stamps are lmown: .
(he gives readings)

198
Begide these two, V.V.SCHKORPIL published 2 more stamps:

(he rives 2 more readinge which he calls doubtful)

The accuracy of the publ. of the stamps by V.V.8, is very doubtful, inasmuch as it
is olear that these 2 stamps are variants of stamp no. 1 and obviou:ly the emblem was
placed in them not on the side but also at the bottom, After V.V.S, no one has geon |
or pablished these atampa.lggl.ln 10SPE 111 they are given with a ref. to their publ.l)
One can draw the following comolusions:

1. In stemps there are names of only 2 ker.s = [IYOISN and NYAAAHZ,

2, In stemp no. 1 4n al) probability the firset line hed not been presorved and
it is an analopy of sbamps nos. 3 and 4.

3. In all stamps functioning as an emblem we find the arms of Thasos = Her. Archer,

which proves the offieial chyrscter of ths dies.

4, The meme of IYAAAHE stands alone only if the first 1ine hed not heen lost

(while the neme of TIYPIQN is mecompanied by the names of 2 potters - AMBIKPATHZ and

METAKABIAHZ (or HPAKABIAHZ),
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(pe 33) One is struck by the unusual nature of this type of stamp, which mukes one think
| of their very extraordinary features, for we know of many more stamps with EliI and they
refer to ths most various types. The name of LIYWIWN is found only in subgrp Vb and there
it had nothin- in common with the name of the keramarch., As for [IVAAAHY, a rather wide=-
spread name, which however is not met among the names of obwious mepistrates, is knowm
only amonpg potters., All that has bsen said makes the identification of the post of ep.
with that of keramarch hypothetical in the highest degres, lNoreover, it was not always,
judping from the stampe of Cyoupd I end II7.(Appendix II) that the eponym haed his own
potters! stamps, i.e. not 211 megistrates were selected from among the potters, and to
speak of some "preductive-religious union" is premature. Ihe kaoramarch was rather some
sort of special magistrate the exercize of whose functions lested for & poriod of relat
ivel small extent as for instance the "asimn:t" in Sinope. LHe seys this is definitely
not the word astynomos.] Its official character camnot be doubted. It will be more

prudent for the time being to leave the question open.

22,K11,.73

Group IV

734 Urp IV is repres. by 3 subgrps (IVe, IVb, IVe). Typologically they seem too
heterogeneous to make it possible to unite them into e single whole. Howsver im the
goeneral list of potters, some complexes and other factors confirm their chronological
similarity. |

Subgrp IVa contains seals with 2 names and an emblem. Their char. feature is the }

position of the ethmie: it is located on both sides of the emblem, sts in lines,

that is es though it had been broken by it (emblem) (F1, VII, 4), and sts it forms what l

wd seem to be 2 cols., elong the short sides of the frame, with the letters going retr.

As & rule the ethnie is abbrev. to 4 latters: OA 21, The emblems are of the most

varied typss (Appemdix V), The whole subgrp is unified around a single name, AAPETAE.ZOO.



(ps34)

2By 8 (P2,X11,73)
14 |

The originality of the type, and the accompanying lists of the names of the potters

permit us to regard AAIETAZ as an eponym. It is possibile that he had his own shop even |
during the times of the late stage of Grp III, but tere is mo complete certainty of |
this.EOI lHis stamp witn AAM,., (IOSPE III, no. 936) is poorly preserved and can be
completely referred to Grp IV.)

Subgrp IVb is dist. from IVa bgﬂ-tha absence of an ethnic, but it resembles it by
naving 2 names one of which is e magistrate's. Only in the case of a few eponyms are the
names abbreviated, usua'ly they are wripten out in full. The stamps of APIZTOKPATHZ are
distinguished by the permenent retrogradeness of the inscr.s. The legem is placed usually
on both sides of the emblem, Sts. (as in ths%fampé of NIKIAZ) the 2nd name is upside
down, In som stamps the legend is placed along 4 sides as in the stamps of Grp I!I,
only with the differsmce that the ethnic is missing, On ths dies of APIZTOKPATHZ hoth
names are placed occasionally together above the emblem (P1.VII, 5). These stamps
contain a unique ex., of an additional symbol: an "englyphieally" executed club is placed
in the field of the stamp at the bottom, to the left of the basic emblem - a jug. LNo ref.
unless it is supposed to the the ome just referred to, but we cannot see any ¢'ub.l

The depictions in this subgrp ere highlfy varied (Appendix V), +they are mot united
around subject cycles, The potters do not have stable amblems. The repetition of the
names of the potters amd the originality of the emblems of the eponyms permit the com=
piling of a list of the ep. megistrates. They are APIZTOKPA(THZ), NIKIAZ, THAE®ANHZ,

202

AANLIOZ, lread [AMIOZ by the Bomn), IANGAHZ, ®IAOKLPATHZ], BIGN, The recent discovery
203
of a stamp with the name of the last oponym shows the possibility of broadening this

1ist,in time,

Subgrp IVe unites the most different stamps with one char. common to them all =
the presemee of a single mame accompanied by the ethnie. The legendis placed om 4, less
frequently 3 sides of the frame. In excoptoimal cases with the names AAKAM|SNHI],
LIIITAHZ, KPINIZ, MBIA(KAHZ), the inseription is placed in 2 lines above or below the

emblem, The ethniec has the form OAZION, less frequently GAZION, only inm one instance
XA ke xnaxe
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with the name IAAYKGN - OAZIOZ, The emblems are varied (Appendix V), with OPAZGNIAHZ,
HPO®WN, and TIMAPKIAAZ instead of emblems there gre letters, It is difficult to deter-
mine where the majority of the names of this grp belong. THAEDANHZ undoubtedly is en ep.
judging from the preposition EilI, !is emblems are of the most varied subjects. FProbably
these stemps belong to the same year as his stamps of s@ibgrp IVb in which the name ef

the potter is present. Most likely these are dies from his own shop. Some names of
stamps of this subgrp coincide with the names of the eponyms or potters of subgrp lﬁ/

IVb (Appendix I1I), however when in consider the custom of selecting eponyms from among
the potters, I refrain from identifying them. Probably HPAKAEITOZ wd have been a mag-
istrate with his emblems in the form of & bow with an arrow or with a quiver, and with

a supplementary letter of the plphabet et the side.. This can be attested to by his g
emblems which are attributes of Herakles, and which emerge (as was the case with the ekax
stamps of ZATYPOZ from subgrp IIb) as "arms parlants". In that case the additional lette.
sould signify the potters who worked under HPAKAEITOZ, However all of this dves not go
beyoand the scope of hypotheses. In all probability the majority of the names of this
subgrp shd be ascribed to potters.

Thus as we see the whole of grp IV is of various types. Nevertheless we can unite
it into e single period in view of many consuderations. The chrénological completeness
of subgrp IVb is remarkably attested to by several unpublished complexes (Appendix I,
nos. 15-15). Thus far there have not been found in reliable complexes any atampe of
AA[ETAZ, however because of the coincidence of typical péttors' names (HPAKARITOZ,
VEION, IIYAAAHZ) and of the seript, he must be placed in the same cagegory as the other
stampe of tnis grp. FProbably he 1ike THAEPANHZ was one of the early eponyms of this
peried, Typologically his dies originate from the stamps of Grp III, but im them we
soeg applied the original positioning of the ethnic on both sites of the emblem. Ag
a next step possibly, there occurred a complete rejection of the ethmic with APINTOKPA-
THI, NIKIAZ, and the others, The stamps of THABSANHZ, HPAKASITOZ and the other persons
of subgrp IVc are disect analogies of the stamps of Grp Ill in view of the position of

the legep¥end probably relate to & time when the latter still existed.
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The complemes referred to above reliably dete Grp IV at a time around 350-330 B.C,,
that is, at the period at the end of Grp IIl and the beginning of Grp V., This position
of Yrp IV wd seom to be indicated x= also by the coincidences of the names of the potters,

(table, with thise haedings: Urps and subgrps
General no. of potters in the grp

(in 2 cols,) No. of coincidences with Yrp IV '
Percentage of coincidences )

The highest percentege of coinciflences ocrurs in the late stage of Group 3. The
great no. of coincidences with subgrp 5e cen be explained obviously by the small no.
of its potters (34).

The sorépt of the stamps of Grp 4 fully corresponds to the seript of the end of Grp
3 end the beg. of Grp 5 (wkwx Pl., 1II) mmxx%x o One cen observe a gradual lengthening
of the letters (sigme) and their widening (gamma). Zspscially notable is the form nu
with parallel strokes which appear completely vertical, A small no. of names permits us .;
to make omly slightly meaningful observations about the orthography. Alongside old
Ionic forms (APIZTAIOPHZ) forms of Attic koine (NIKIAZ) predominate. As far as developed

(to make unsimilar)

koine is concerned it is possible that we sse it in the dissimilation of [IANDAHI, 1% is
interesting to note the very perceptible Doriw influence (AAI'STAZ, TIMAPXIAA (sic)) -
2 names in 30 and at the same time one of them is that of a megistrate, while im Grp §

the Doric forms ere found in F 5 names out of 200, Several clarifications of the general

dating of Grp 4 in view of historical background are given below.

Group 5

Grp 5 unites stamps of ome type which contain one name and the ethnic placed om |
¢ opposite sides of the frame above and helow the emblem,

Subgrp 5a which was distinguished for the first time by VGEO‘ is distinguished
from all of the rest of Yrp 5 by a characteristic featurs = in the stamp to the side of
the emblem there is a sign which resembles the letter @ or a "phiale". F, Sal\rhtw5
eonvincingly demonstrated rec:atly the fact that the last aymbol belongs te the astral
cults, This is well confirmed by the faet that im Subgrp 5 a sggr 8ts appears, either

slone or accompanied by sigms in the form of little balls, VG  assumes that in this
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grp the ethnic :::i:: golely in the Torm GAZION gnd considers it a menifestatéon of
numbe rs es of

"nationalistic archaism”. On this besis she mkirihkuies similar dies ia the most
sncient (a period before the acceptence on Thasbs of the Ionic alphabet)s One cannot help|
but be struck by the unfoundedness of such & dating. In the first place, in stamps of
this type ths ethnic very often occurs in the form OAZION; 4in the second place, as wWe
heve already said, the form OAZION occurs as a meuter adjective, and there is no reason
to speak of any substitution of an omicron for an omege.

In the symbol shaped like a "phiale" VG found & tie with Delphi and explained it
by the fact that thulauprema megistrates of Thasos were Theordi whose dependence on the
shrine of Pythian Apollo was deeply felt.207 However after the work of F. Salviat the
possibility of such an explanation no longer existed consequently rejected hor ascription
of these stamps to the zhnnrn!xhknxetheoroi.zoa Nevertheless one must sgree with her
jdes that the additional symbols had a magisterial significence. Arbitrarily omne may
subdivide the additional emblems into & types: 1) the astral sign, 2) the star, 3) the
star and the pellets. As an hypothesis one can conneet these thres types with three
different eponyms. The coincidences in the lists of names of potters of subgrp S and

the other groups look as follows:
(table, with seme headings as on p«35)

The highest percentege of coincidences occurs in the late porioed pf “rp 3 and im
subgrp 5b; the 8mall no. of coinc. with :rp 4 can be explained in all probability by
the insignificent no. of potters. The seript confirms placing subgrp Sa together with
Gpp 4 (P1.i1I)e One can observe a further change in the forms of the letters in ef. with
Grp 8: +the whiskers of kappa get longer, nu is always vertical, the final lines of the
sigma become almost parallel, the form of xi is chare. end found only within the limits
of the 4th eentury B.C.

In the orthography we can observe the seme features we saw in “rp 4. Alongside of

lonic forms (LAYZANIHZ) cccur oscillations toward Attie koine: RYSPH(NSP) - BY®PAN(GP)
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(p+36) end Peatures of doveloped koine: NIKOZ(TPATOZ) = NIKQRZ(TPATOZ). The form KAAATIA
[No ref.] represents an abbreviation rather then a Doric genitive. The comparatively
early dating of Grp 5 is dictated also by the Favlesk Mound (Appendix I, no. 10) with
its rather broad frame which still do not permit us to refer to stamps of subgrp 5a
wore outside :
which mrm found there wiktihim the 1imits of the 4t century BC. (But note that the ohly
typss from "Grp 5" are the phiale and star types: all others are 2-name types. )
Ped7 One must definitely object to the typological breeking of subgrp Se from the whole
47 shd it be (Dick)
of Grp 5, Judging from the material which has been presented, it unites only a few
parhaps the very earliest.
of the early stamps of the whole periodﬁ Chronologicekly it coincides with Grp 4, end
only arbitrarily (Appendix II) is it placed after the latter. Typologically it developed
most 1likely out of subgrps 4a and b by means of removing one name mmxz and substituting

the ethnic in its place.

The stamps of subgrp 5b are of the same type es the stemps of subgrp 5a but without

the astral additional symbols.

The form of the stamps of @rp 6 is for the most part rectengular, only rarely al-
209

most square. VG RixZinguishwseven locates the gquare stamps in a special class.
Sts. an overly long name does not it along the side of a die, and goes on to the other
individual
side at rt anfles. In mush ceses, such & placing of the inscription is deliberate and
concerns not only the name but ado the ethnie, although there is enough npnco.alo iery
ofton the mame is inverted in relation to the dtimic, mrely one or both inseriptions ere
executed rotr.zll In the majority of cases the hemes are given in full, only rarely are
abbreviations admitted (Appendix). WNot infrequently mim beside the emblem are found
monograms, amd at the same time in the case of some names they afe repeated unchanged
with various symbole, The meaning of these permits us to determine thos e stamps where
inatead of imffiwidwita individual letters and monograms there occur whole sylables =

KAEO, HIH, so that the impression is created that these stamps relsge not to the 5th

but to the 3rd grp. However the sharply different forme of thél4etters dispel eny g
xxlgiinisulm XRXRXXX whebe al BSE thﬂyahgah

doubts, It is interesting to mote the similarity of the stamp
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side of the frame we find [OPI'OY accompanying the name ZATYPOZ, The lunate sigma
requires us to refer this stemp to Uroup 5, This case and also the repfetition of
monograms with one and the same nemes rakes the only possible interpretation of similar
additional letbers and combinatiome of Jetters ::sl kkax in€icating the patronymics of
those persona whose names occupy the basio position on the stemps. Im Such a solution
is confirmed also by the stamps of APIETOKAHZHS with the patron. THRAMAXOY, placed in
e line directly under the mame. In the case when similar names eppear with varying
monogramg, one must see in the besrers of these names &€ifferent pirsoms.

Emblems with one name as a rule mxe can dmximxg vary greatly. The unusual
abundance of emblems has made many scholars regard them as borrowings from coins.
Although one may regard meny similar attributions sceptically, nevertheless ome must note
the amaging similarity of doms emblems with numismatic symbols. Thus for ex. the vine
hung with clusters of grapes in the stemp of M’I2’&'0&1K01‘1214 in the smallest details
repeats a figure found in the coins of neighboring Ha.rone!.a.;als the dancer with
kalathos in the stamp of KPIHIEZIG is borrowed from & coin of Abdara.an It seems to
me that one shd look for snalogies in numismatios only of cities located hearby, and
not turn to examples from centers located over thousands of versts from Thaah.ala
Sts. omblems of stapps borrow statuary subjects: this for ex. the sphinx in the stamp

219
of the smme KPINIZ in ell probability are copies from the famed Delphie eolumn of

the anhns,gzo in which one is elro convinced by the say the base is depicted;
perhaps however one shd see here the influemce of Chios.

Highly importent is the question of the meaning of the names and the emblems in thig
group. Most scholars rightly consider the names on the stamps of urp 5 ag the name of
the potrer. Thie is undoubtedly proven by the lists of names and the feneral tremnd of
development of the type of the Thesian stampd and its components. More complicated is

the problem mdx of the emblem, B.N.Grakov in his time expressed the idea that it repa

221 |

resents in those stamps the eponym-keramerch and thes 1% WEW?M&% to o8
222 .

£47610 PORBIT - thee HESoPARI DI e £7P0 P, "W oonrirmetion of this im the
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ebbreviations, letters, and monogrems after the name of the potter, the meaning of which
has just been discussed. As s5till another argument, the Bulgarien scholar presented thos
stemps where insteed of emblems we heve lotters which he cénsiders to be the initiels of

2238
the sponyms, B.N.Grakov essumed that they could indicate the year of the potter's work.l

However naither of these proposals finds confirmation in the facts.

If the letterf-smblem indicated the year, how are ws to explain those cases when
in the stamp there sccurs not a separate letser but a monogram? i On the other hand
against the identification of the loﬁtar with an ikitiel can be attested to in ome
stampz25 in which it is perfectly obvious that a koppa occurs. Inasmuch as it is obvious
that not even the most daring sxpm adherent of "nationalistic archaism” wd begin his name
with a letter which had gone cut of use already in the st half of the 5th o. BeCep the
hypothesis of the initials cannct stand. Morsovsy one's attertion d4s drawm to the faoct
that letter-emblems were placed by only 2 potters = KAEITOZ and HOAYNEIKHZ, but on the
other hand they wdre meintained by them constantly, and they did not use other emblems,
This wd make one think that the letters were chosen according to the taste of the potter
himself and had no other significance except that of an emblem as such.226 This wd also

seem to be indicated by the double symbols which M, Wircev defines as follows: a large
227

emblen, an eponym, & small ane mms a potter, But to whom shd we refer the large emblen

226
of the potter IOAYWN 7/ - a male bust with outstretched arm which we find exclusively

in his stamps (he used no other) a-companied by various additional symbols (a star, a
wing, a bird, a vase, etc.)? Following the preineiple of the composition of the stamps
of Grp 3, wo must see that IIOAYSN was a magistrate, but inasmuch as this contradicts the
systom of stamping of Grp 5, there remains only one solutiom: dubing this period the
potter used emblems at his own discretion. In those ocases whon in this group a coinage
emblem occurs, even if it be the erest of the oity itlalf,azg[. « ¢ oo o Horakles Arghep
als0 with various additional symbols - ear of com, a kantharos.] for the ime being we
can 590 no indications of the presence of a magistrate and supplementery symbols ean

have some other meaning whioch pay be hypothetiecally defimed as for ex. the tradoms rig

of individual masters or something else of the sort. 1i is possible that future
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dischveries will change much of whay we now lnow, and will permit us to speak of some

vory special type of magistrates that were introduced for soms short prried. But this
will hardly disturb our ideas of tho main principle of composition of the stemps of
Erp 5 which proceeds from the general development of the potter's trade on Thaeos.
Theso ideas might find & contradiotion in the discovery of sevoral stemps with a thyrsos
and various names of potters in the Pergemon oomplua:ao LB.H.Grakov expleine this by
as the bowrowing of the emblem by verious potters from one another.) however the thyrsos
is so widespread an emblem in a1l the groups, and especiall in Grp § that here it may be
eimply an accidental coincidence. In .ny cage to hiRx draw typologicel comelusions
baned on the date of a complex which has as the scape of ite chronologioal framework
about 40 years iz altogether hagzardous.

lo less difficult is the question of the ohromology of Uroup 8. The transition to
dies with one nawe and the ethnic VG connected with the Uacedmnien conquest of Thasos !

231 232
tive structure, This hypothesis wae adopted by 1.8 Brashinsky. Vsapite the

in 340 BC whieh brought about acce to her suppositions some changes im the administra- ‘
|
highly problematiscal char. of the question of the Maocedonian conquest, one nay accept ‘
340 BC as a certain arbitrary boundary in the change of the system in stamping. Acc,

to the proposed scheme of the development of the types, into this period falls the

sscond trensitional period to which can be reforred the stamps of the whole of “roup ¢

and of subgrp 5a. ‘rote!le administrative changes which in my opinion took place

gradually were reflected in the inconstent nature of the typee of stampe of these groups
and 10d ultimbely o the third stable poriod (Subgrp a§ While I espouse the thesis

of the epmymous char. of Grps 4 and Ga, and bear in mind the possibility of finding now
esponyma in Grp 4b, I allot to nofh & poriod of epproxs 20 years: 340320 Etc.",=s A% the
somo time 1 am aware of the arbitrariness of such a designation inasmich as soms eponyms
especially those of “rp 4 od have cocexisted with the epanyme of Grp 5. Assuming et the
samo time the presemoe inm subgrp 4o of pottnil stampa, one must note that a certain mume
bor of the stamps of wubgrp 6b (1.0. those withput astral symbols) in all probability |
as woll eoincide with the afprementaoned 20-yanr poriod, i.e.the "potters'" principle |
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(ps 39) coexisted for some time alongside the "eponyms'" pmxiwst.

24 K11.73

Some confirmation of the proposed deting of Grps 4 and 5a is given by a 1list of

stamps from Alexandria, where up to now not e 8ingle similar die hes been founds Stamps
234 235 respectively

from Seuthopolis and Kebile, founded mxrxespmmRimgiy after 359 and 24 242/1, confirm
the chronological determination for the lowsst limit of subgrp 5b, inasmuch as stamps
prededing this group et any rate in Kabile (stamps of Seuthopolis are cémpletely unpub-
11shed) have not been found, Well-dated complexes from the Ziminskii and Plovdivskii
mounds, from the Elizevetovakii and Nikolaevskii cemeteries (Appendix I, no. 20, 21, 24,
25) show the existence of this type during the whole of the fisst half of the Srd e. B.C.
The dat of the end of the groups as well ag of all of the stamping of Thasos, is diffieult
to determine, The presence of Thasian stamps in the Fergamon complex and in the eoll,
of amphorae of Villanove and the relatively smell number of them thers in e¢f. with Rhodian
indicete a time maround 200 B.C2 as Fhe most probghble upper limit of Thas ian stamping in
general and of Grp 6 iy partioular.dse

period
But such an enormous in cof. with all the preceding grps. - aprrox, 140 years - can

i

hardly satisfy the archaeologists and thersfore the next task for scholars must be the
Ps 40 further breakdown of Urp 5 into a series of amalzz:f:;d more limited in.time. However
here we are at once oconfronted with a s eries of difficulties. The chief one of those
congists in the €a~t that in such a large segment of time = almost & cent. end 1/2 =
homonyms cen have appeared. Une must bear in mind that the potter (as dist. from the Op.)f
ed have worked for a stgnificant no, of years. Nevertheless if one is to teke such a
fraquently oecurring name es HYBIQN,astin the cat, of Bon one can count 60 stemps with
this neme, ., , . |, one can observe that it is 3@ e countored on stamps from the mound

of Nikoleevka end in the famed Pergemon cellar - complexes separeted one from the other

by half a eent. and hardly belonging to one and the same person,
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For the time being the only real means of astablishdng chronol. precision is to
break down the various steges acc. to specific characteristics of the seript. 1In this
way probably to separate the homonyms and to determine whether the various emblems belong
to one or to several potters. At the same time one muet puide oneself not only on the
external features of the various letters but one must study all of the alphabgt as a whole.
Thus 2 forms of sigma - angular end lunate = are sts found in a gingle di.a.23 I do not
take it on myself here to solve such a tesk inasmuch as it requires research in the orig=-
inals of a great no. of inseriptions, As a first attempt one cen only separate a series
of names which undoubtedly mus+ relate still to the 4th c, B.C, Here iz & far Prom
complete 1list of them: APIZTOTEAHZ, KAAMOZ, KAEITOZ, KPINIZ, NAYZON, TIOAYNEIKHZ, TIMOKAHZ,

The paleography of tho early stage (F1.1II) is very close to the seript of Grps 4 |
end 5a. This is especially noticeable in the forms of the letters kappe, nu, xi, sigma. :
At the same time mu with parallel absolutely vert. strokes, a certain restlessness in
inseribing the omege, set the stamps of this stege in clos® connection w. subgrp 5b,
Characts of it are completely varying foms of letters whith are altogethsr typieal in
developed Hellenism, both in ceramic and in monumental epigraphy and not only on Thasos
but feverywhere else as “'11.239 Pi acquires the features of a cursive letter which
is common on papyri, the eross stroke of the alpha at first bends and theon breaks, epeilon,
sigma, and omega not infrequently appear in lunate cursive forme, the point of theta
yielde to a oross ber, xi on the other hand loses its vertical stripke.

The dialect of the inseriptions of “rp 5 Ee‘ fixed Attic koine with the characteristie
substituftion of A for Bta in cerpain positions: AINEAZ, KPITEAZ, XAIPEAZ, and names
ending in ATOPAZ (AIATOPAZ, HPAI'OPAZ, etec.) exclusively, It ie also observed in the
inflections of names ending in KAHZ (TIMOKABOYZ). I-miodsma aref rether rare bub they do
ocour: TIAYZANTHZ (but also MNAYZANIAZ), [IPHEIIIOAIZ, HPé%ggiE, APIE%E%zéYZ (this ean also |
be the personal ending of the nominative), AEIALKOZ = ABATKOZ (of, Grp 3)s Together with
this one can see the influenee of developed koine of the Hellenistis period: in a large

no. of names which end in KAEIAHZ, there is also HPAKAI&HE; the appearence of fota in
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grephy (%] of sonants ~ a phenomenon which is frequently encountered in the Hell. period
in ceremic insoriptions end papyri (MAAISN); e reducing of the sound "0" under the infl.
of the #ix¥iwmt double-assimilative action of ypesilon (TIOAYAAHS - I:F)Y‘\YMHZ]. The nummber
of Doricisms is greater than in Grp 7 3: AGANAAHZ) (but also ABHﬁAﬂHZ), AKAPNAN, AAKETAZ,
APKEZIAAZ, M IEPOITAZ (subjected to the infl. of the koine), AEQAAMAY, !&ATI:\:SI;IOY. The
ethnic in the majority in the majority of cases ends in 9N, endings of the neuter are
known in doubtful instances, It is obvious that this form of the ethnic ceases to exist

in subgrp 5a,

Group € (wheel-shaped stemps)
The question of wheel-shaped stamps is highly disputed, At the present time most
scholars are inclindd to refer them to Thasian stampa.a40 Actually the clay of the amphoras
with these stamps has mich in common with the wellkn, Thesian cley and differe from it

only by a reddish brown tint and a coarses manufacture, The handdes of the amphoras are

more massive and flatter. Unfortunately I am not sequainted with a single whole amphora

with such a stamp: B,N.Grakov reveals in IOSPE III that he had seen the only complete

example in theYalte museum.

The mejority of stampe ropresnet latters included between the spokes of the whesi,

Most frequently such a wheel has 4 spokes and a rim which is differentdated from the frame

of tie €ie/ For the most part the letterd a~re placed in 1ines, however we do encounteyr
ation

|
radial orientat®f = < with the tops toward the axis. MNuch more infrequent is a stamp that‘
J
has 3 spokes, in which case the positionimg of the letters is exclusively radiad. It is {

only extremely rarely that one encounters a wheel with 5 strékes, in it most frequently |

241 |

is encountered the name XAPIZ, Sts. in a round stamp there are no spokes at 2ll and the
243

position of the letters is more or less free. A. Balkanske thought that the very form

of the stemp imitates the ancient form of thete which points to the name of the eity of

Thasoe, I.B.Brashinsky Justly subjected this hypothesgs to eritiocism by noting khak the
243

wheels with 3 and 5 gtrokes, In my opinion the form of these dtampe is most likely
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borrowed from numismatics where a reverse with a wheel and letters on it is mst rather

frequently,

In the sections betwsen the spokes stand the most varied letters, sts. joining im
to make sense - XAPIZ, MEA, B.N.Grakov244 directed out attenyion to the ligature wh. is
frequently mot and the parallel grp of letters formed from Il and X which stand in xmrioux
different sections; he correctly interpreted these signs as number designations acc. to
the acrophonic system (equals five thousand) and advanced the hypothesis acc. to which
such stamps were intended for special purposes, for ex. for the exporting on a single
occasion of a large shipment of wine. On the basis of the unity of the type, B.N.Grakov
referred them to a small interval of time, possibly to a single year. I1.B.Brashineky is
also inclined to rolate them to a single or several yaara.aés fJe thinks that wheel=-
ghaped stamps are a turning point in Thaslan stamping after which they returned to an old
but eltered type of stamps; this event he connects with the Macedoniad sonquest of the
ciby in 340,

Accepting the hypothes@s of the special purpose of these stamps I fesl it necessary
to meke several observations., In the first place, as kas been showm above, these stamps

are not all that similar to each other and it is perhaps possible to single out a series

of types among them. It is most 1ikely that they are not the output of a single year

but a series of impulse emissions separated perheps by several years. In the second place

in adveneing the hypothesis of a turning point in the stamping on tha besis of the intro4
duction of wheel-shaped stemps, I. B. Brashinsky thersby rsjects the possibility of the
coexzistence of these stemps »f with the stamps of other groups. Putting the question this
wey eeems slightly disputeble, Whoel-ghaped stamps @iffer sharply in tyce from all the

their
rest which proves their specis] function and et the gsme tdme the parallel existence

with stampe of the basic bypes,
One cen accept the deting of this proup at & time eround 330 B.C. and somewhat later,
Thie dating ies also borme out by the seript of the wheel shaped seals which finds a

eorrenpondence of Grps 4, 5e, and 5b of the early stage (P1.11i), At the seme time
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the appearance of apices and the embellishment of the letters with e "swallowtail" brings
the script of the wheelshaped stemps into close contaet with the padeography of the second
stage of Grp 6b, i.e., at the boundary of the 4th emd 3ri centuries B.C. [Frobably wheel=
shaped stamps ere located in the 2/2 of the 4th century B.C. erounf 840 B.C. This is mmidx
also donfirmed by the fact that theyvere found in Seuthopolis and Kabile which sprang up
et precizely this time., The meanine of most of the letters is unclear, they sre probasbly
the initials of potters or magistrates., It is poseible that subsequent finds will rewuire

us to change our idees ebout these stemps es being Thesien and will permit us to ascribe

them to another locality. |

Group 7

The dies of Grp 7 contain an emblem and one name variously placed (Appendix 7). The
inseriptiond is abbreviated only rarely. The emblem is almost always a single one, in
The
rare instances there are 2. # selection of symbols is rather large, sts (as in the case

of the lion of [IANTEMIAHZ) they reproduce statuary monuments.

One must adnit that most of these stamps are reforred to Thasos only hypothetically

and exclusively on the basis of studying the make-up of the clay of the emphoras. The l
names except for 2 or 3 are genorally widespread and do not correspond to Thasien names, l
On the econtrary the name [MANTEMIAER which occurs iy several stamps is attested to in a die.
of Oisyme. This makes #me wo'der whether o~ not many such stamps bslong to the “orbit" |
of Thasoss In this cornection the stamps of BYANOHI are interesting (Pl.}%, 4). They
2ll have a olub in the middle, the inscription is engftsred acc. to the boustrophedon
method, but in no case ocan one spsak of any great antiquity; such a manner of positioning
functions here rether as otmamentation. After inspecting em amphore with sueh a stamp
from the wellkmown Nymphaion, I came to the conelusion that owing to similarity in
slightest details of the clay, of the shape of the _mphore and the satmp, and even the
fashioning of the surface, it had to be recognized as Thasian, However a stamp which

i 0
originetes from Hermomasse (so fer dnpublished) & of the s ams type with the name EYAueH>
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and & club but more coi rsely exectited, the clay of the emphora has nothing in common
with Thesien claye On the break, the clay is coerse-grainad, respherry-colored and does
not oontain the slightsst trace of mica, and at the same time with a greet nh, of lime
formetions and quartz inclusions. Such a clay masc cannot originete in any clay deposit
of the islend, inesmuch as it does not have even the remotest enalopie:s in the cley of
Thesian vessels. We can only essume one thing: the stemp of EYANAHZ was so widespread
on Thesod thet thoxhdopptedi:ithout changing in the slightest in other rezions, most
likely in divect proximity with the islend,

The generel chronology of the group cannot be elaborated since all the stamps in it
are of the seme date. There are only 2 ways to approach the deting: stratigraphically
end palesographically. At the same tims an individual apprgach to each stemp is ezmential.
Stratdgraphic data is the surest of all., For ex, the amphors with the EYANOHZ stamp was
found in a complex of the 1/@ of the 4th ¢. B.C. 2% most 1ikely ce. 370 B.C. Several xks
stamps of EKATAIOZ were found in ths Pergamon complex, they are dated at the end of the
3rd century B,C,

As far ar the meaning of the names snd emblems is concerned, the most probable

hypothesis 1s that these are potters' stamps.

Group 8 (anepigraphie)

The last group is mede up of stamps without any inseription. ilare we come up
againet the same difficulties of attribution as in Grps 7. The clay of several groups
of emphoras ("goblet-shaped Type Solokh-1I" £ , Mendean) brings to mind at once Thasian

we miiet not doubt

elay, hence errors are possihle. ievertheless @n the existence of this group of Thasian
stemps, especially when we bear in mind the find of an amphora from Lerch, on one handle
of whioch was & atamp of Grp I and on the other an anepigrephic stamp, a tur't:le..%6
DeB.Shelov who was the first to distinguish this group associates omly a few ex.s with it,
almo;tqall are aquare dies with verying depictions: piime bearddd head in Pilos, turtle,
ote. B.N.Cpakov wiao came to the idea of elassifying such stamps at the same timbg‘s

regards them as a supplement to Grp I, later discoveries enabled us to introduce

'.
f
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corrections and additions to his thesise. 1n 1965 in the necropolis of Nikolaevks, was
found & whole Thesien emphora with a stamp of Subgrp 4b (Appendix I, noe. 14). On the
other handls was an uninscribed stamp: in the round dis a rosette or atar.84g Thus
one may assert that the custom of affixing uninscribed stapps on the other handle survived
until the time of the existence of Grp 4, i.e. until 340-320 B,C. However this find is
not unique, hence the majority of such stamps must actually be referred to the time of
(’rcup Te

Uninscribed Thesian stemps usually have a squwere sheps, sts. trapezoidal (P1,1V,8),

amalogius

One can include in this group analogical stamps but with emblems as letters. Such stemps
in the strict sonze of the wovd are not uninseribed but undoubtedly they fulfil the same
functiona. In those cases where only me stamp appears on the handle of an amphora, one
can sssume by snalogy with the “erch amphora mentioned above that the e was a stamp of
;rp I on the other handle, The custon of such stemping coezisted with theo custom of placin
both stamps on one handls (Subgrp 1d). Such combinetioms permit us to refer t» many
uninscribed stemps which have been met separately to Thesian stamps. They ere depictions
of the head of a bYearded Dionysos (?) in an ivy orown (F1.,4, 10) which are found in the
stamps of LAPWN; a{?urtle (P1.4, 8), which is also known on the amphora of the eponym
AESNIAAZ; e thst&.doo which coincides even in form with the letters of the suppl. stampe

with the stamp of AIAPHZ (Pl.4, 8), etc, One cen omly guess about the function of such

stempe. Judging from the fact thath for ex. the suppl. theta on the stamps of AIAPHZ
combines with the names of various potters, these stamps cennot be monnected with potters |
and are &ome gort of very special symbols.

In €11 probebility they originated from the same aneient uninserobed stamps whdgh
were us-dzgg sarly as the €th and S5th o. ®%%® B.C. before the appearence of regular
stamping,  [See for ex. the rosettegheped stamp from the archaic layers of Olbie(Olbia

$omeros _and Agora . +.) Comnneeted with them possibly are both Tyesien stamps (Jjudging

from the clay) which were imprinted by speeial stamps (P1IX, 6, 9) and gems. Some gems
have en archeic appearence, however ons must not forget that integlios made from preeious

stones or motal could have survived many ecenturies.
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A1l that has bean said makes the attribution of the majority of uninscribed stamps
hypothetical, ahd dating them acc. ko ﬁtyi;'unralinble.

In conclusion, I wd 1ike to note that the present article is only the first stage of
research on Thasian stamps. The next step must be the historical anelysis of the classi=
fied moterial, and the creation on the bagis of the data ebove all of ceramic epigraphy,
es well as of the numerous references by ancient authors ahd of the legislation unique
in the Hellenic world on the wine trade, of a work on the history of the production of
wine, ceramic containers end the wine trade of the island of Thasos in the lete slassicel

end Hellenistic periods. Such e work the wuthor hipes to put out in the future.
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Winen this work had already been sent to press, & new article by VG and MIII
appeared that dealt with the stamps from the Maison des Comediens quarter of the
Fr. excav, on Daloa.gs2 The work wes preceded by a theorstical outline touching
on general problems of amphoras g a whole, on the methods of chronology, and the
attribution of stamps, their contemte, on the stamping instrumsnts used for the
stamps, on the amphora stamps at “elos, ete, In addition, the conpent and uhronf
ology of the stamps of this center are considered in the inktroductions to the
descrbptione of each group. This publicetion is distinguished by its great
thoroughness and serupulousness, g:: Thesos stemps have besn published kwkee
in all, In the foreword to this part, the authors repeat a number of the views
advenced in earlier works by VG, on which there is no need to dwell here. There
are however also some new remarks, For exemple, this investigator has arrived at
the conclusion, which we heve also come to (see above, ps 37), that xk in the
stemps with one name end ethnic (our Group V) the abbreviations stend for patro-
nymicss Unlike ths previously suggested tremsoription of the ethnic OAIZION as
8 genetive plural, the authors now believe thet even in the very late stamps
they have published , the ethnic BASISN should be road as nominetive singular
neuter, OJur eriticism of suech a hypothesis was presented abovo. Following the
provious metho of dating separate stamps, the puthors also propose their dates
for these two stamps from Delos: +hadr method remains as beforo, For ox.,
eonsidering the stamp of the potter APIZTOSEN with an emblem im the form of
an eamphora, which has no dirent mux parallels, even with g softt-clay skamp,
they, on the basis of & somparison of the type of the emphora in the emblem
with a einilar type on a stemp from the Athenian Agora (on which only ::: emblem
wes preservedl), date it in the 1st eants B.C,, since the stamp from Athens was
found in e complex (evidently in a well), belonging o the time after Sullas
The other stamp, which also hes no perellels, in thsir opinion, should be deted

to the 2nd cents B.Cs, inasmuchas & stamp by the same potter ME[IZTEYZ was
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found in a well in the Corinthian Agora, dating from the time before 146 B.C.
(that iz, befors the destr. of Corinth by the Romens), whereas the emblem of
this stamp (not from Delos, but from Corinth!) - the cornucopia = was found among,
the symbols of the stamps of the Pergamene complex from the end of the 3rd &o
beginning of the 2nd centuries B.C. It need not be seid that such remote and
precarious comparisons make this chronologzy unreliahle, I have already pointed
out that we have no information on the stemps of Thasos amphoras dating not only

from the lst but also from the 2nd century B.C.
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Vinogradov's article, table pp. 45 ff,,

Columm 4, conditions of finding
Context group 1: 3 Semibratni mound. From a grave with amphora sherds

. " 2: From the funeral benquet in the £illing of the Zmefeiny Mound.
A row of amphoras comprised the lining of the mound, but it is
impossible to distinguish these amphoras.

2a: Fill of the mound in the Yuz-Oba chain. The complex is obviously
mixed, funeral banquets were performed over various burials. The
central grave was plundered,

o " 8: An amphora from Burial 51 in the Olbia necrop.

¥ " 4: A supply of a-phoras in the cellar of an Olbia house. 59 amphoras
in all.
or r.r, line
2 " 5: In 8tone Grave 1 on Karantinny Highway neer Kerch, the so-called
mound of Ashik, 1838,

i " 6: Olynthos.
" " 7: Panticepmea mound, Dubois de liontpereux. In & stome grave with
3 skeletons,
From a .
L] " 8: Baksinski Mound. Circumstences of the find are not clear. Punoral
banquet? In the mound undoubtedly at least 2 burials were made,
" " 9: Apollonia Pontica, cemetery, Grave 38,
) " 10: Pavlov mound., 10 amphoras comprised the lining of the mound,

the remaining handles = in the funerdl banquet (?). There were
2 more burials in the mound., The burial and the fun. Banquet
were not of the same date,
near

. " 11: The small mound st Bolokha, 1962, Both amphoras are from the outer
(ditch or trench). The cekral grave was ribbed. One burial was
inserted under the top of the smaller mound, directly into the inner
(diteh or trench),

. “ 12: In e Thracien mound-stone grave near the village of Kaloyanovo,

b ® 13: Kepulovka 1, mound 15, burial 1. On the handle of a complete
amphorea.

. " 14 Nikolaevka, 1965, necrop., excavetion 5, burial 1, On +he handle
of an inteact amphora.

4 " 1535 Nikolaevka, 1966, excavation VIII, burial 18,

. " 16: Alexendria, excavations.

" " 17: Store of amphoras at Villanova on Rhodes ,

" " 18: Fragments of amphorss im the basement of e house in Fergamon,
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Context group 19: An intact amphora in a oisterm in the Agora of Athens.

. " 20: From the fumsral banquet of the £il1 of the Zelenski mound.
. R 21: Bligabetinski cemetery, mouml no. 4.
