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Reprinted from ARCHAEOLOGY, Volume 8, No. 4 (Winter 1955), pages 245-251

THE ISLAND OF CHIOS
RECENT DISCOVERIES

By JOHN BOARDMAN

HEN yoU THINK of Chios you think of Homer and wine. The pen and
;/ —v the cup have testified fully to the island’s importance in antiquity, and
the picture painted by ancient authors of its wealth, its slaves and its trading flects
shows that it must have been from the first one of the richest states in Ionia. Yet
archaeologically it has long remained almost unknown territory. Since the Middle
Ages antiquities have been found and carried from the island; among them we
may recall the lovely marble head in Boston and probably too the four bronze
horses now above the entrance to St. Mark’s at Venice. Travelers have left ac-
counts of the standing walls and columns of temples whose very foundations
cannot now be seen, while the main site on the island lies decp beneath the mod-
ern town out of the reach of systematic excavation. Between World Wars
Greek and British archacologists investigated the temple of Apollo Phanaios in
the south of the islandiand a prehistoric cavée site in the north. Since 1951 the
British School at Athens has been excavating at Emporio, on the southeast coast ;
the discoverics there span four thousand years of the island's history.

® After graduating from Cambridge University in 1948, John Boardman studied at the
British School of Archacology in Athens during 1948-50. He took his MLA. in 1952. During
the years 1952-55 he has been Assistant Director of the School and has participated in exca-
vations at Smyrna, at Knossos in Crete, and most recently at Chios, where the work was dir-
ected by M. S. F. Hood, Director of the British School, and himself. The excavations have
been generously supported by anenymous donors in England and by the Panchiaki Koraes
Society in America, as well as by grants from the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge.

1. Emporio harbor in Chios, seen from the northern acropolis where the Archaic settle-
ment stood. Beyond the small sheltered harbor rises the lower, southern acropolis hill.
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2. A bowl and a jug, both with incised patterns, found in the Early Bronze Age settlement.

3. Stone mold of the Mycenaean
period. About 114 inches long.

THE ISLAND OF CHIOS

continued

Emporio is a small sheltered harbor (Figure 1) whose
southern side is formed by a low rocky promontory; to
the north rises a steep and higher hill, while the valley
inland leads to the low hills of the mastic country (Masti-
kokhora) where two of the staple items in Chios’ ancier}t
economy are still produced, wine and the clear mastic
gum. The earliest settlement found in this area is of the
Early Bronze Age in the third millennium B.C. It lies at
the foot of the acropolis south of the harbor. Here th_ere
seems to have been a substantial town which in time
spread up onto the acropolis hill and surrounded lt5_€1f
with a stout rubble wall some six feet thick encompassing
both the high ground and the lower slope where the
carliest settlement had been. At some point the town was
destroyed by fire, and from the floors of burnt houlseli
have come many complete vases (Figure 2), W.TIOS;IT;S
incised decoration on a finely burnl:ShEd suf[fsﬂcg:taipat.ion
vividly the quality of the flomestlc UtenSIAéC and Late
continued here in the Mldad_led?rzn:;all steatite mold
Bronze Age (Myttenajaﬂ_)thpzft_'l?cr Mycena@fm remains: it
(Figure 3) was foun ::ental butterflies similar to some
was used to make orna found in the Shaft Graves at
of gold which Schliemann
M)g;;l:ﬁ the Greeks crossec.1 from _thc mainland to the
Asia Minor coast some time in the ninth century B.C. they



5. Fragments of a chalice dating from the early sixth century
B.C. Two dancers are shown performing to the music of a
flautist. To their right stands a woman holding a wreath.

4. Interior of the Archaic temple, show-
ing the statue base and offering table.

also occupied the islands which lay offshore from their
new foundations. In Chios they could not long have ig-
nored the possibilities of the harbor at Emporio, but be-
ing not yet sure of their command at sea they preferred to
live on defensible high ground, not down by the harbor,
and the settlement of this period lay on the hilltop to
the north. The main and subsidiary summits were encom-
passed by a rubble wall forming an acropolis with a
single entrance. Within the circuit only two buildings
have been found. The first is rectangular, twenty yards
long, with two columns in its porch and three inside to
support the roof, in fact a typical Greek Megaron Hall.
It lies alongside the main wall of the acropolis with its
door facing the gateway fifty yards away, and its com-
manding position suggests that it was the residence of
the ruler of the community. It may have been built as
carly as the seventh century B.c. Not far from it stands a
temple. The altar, built at the same time, lay some ten
yards to the north; it was a long stone structure, hollow
in plan and built of carefully squared blocks. The temple
measures approximately eighteen by thirty feet, about the
size of a treasury at Delphi or Olympia, but it is infinitely
simpler than they, for it boasted no exterior columns nor
architectural claboration. The walls, of carefully cut
squared blocks, quarried on the hill itself, apparently
supported a flat roof of wood and clay. The interior ar-

6. Drinking cup of the late sixth century B.C., about 3 inches
high. The cock is in black on a ted ground, with details incised.
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THE ISLA ND OF CHIO S cominned

7. Three of nine figures of lead griffins which m

ay have
adorned the helmet of a cult st

atue of the goddess Athena.

8. One of the clay incense burners
dedicated in the temple.




excavation were terraces and walls which ran between
boulders on the bare slopes. Subsequently it was found
that these terraces supported houses, and it was possible
to plot the position of nearly fifty of these; ten were com-
pletely excavated. The earliest are smaller versions of the
Megaron Hall on the acropolis above, with columnar
porch, inner roof supports and a central hearth. Another
type of house, the earliest of which may also be of the
seventh century, is both smaller and simpler, consisting
of a single square or rectangular room with one to four
inner columns and a hearth in the corner. In some of
these houses there stood against the rear wall a low ledge
which must have served the family as sleeping quarters,
much as does the wooden patari in Greek village houses
today. Indeed, the closest parallels to the architecture
can be seen in the modern shepherds’ huts on the island
with their simple rubble walls supporting a flat wood
and earth roof, though in comparison the masonry of
the Archaic houses is considerably finer. No brick was
used in their construction as the local white stone of the
mountain was easy to work and readily accessible. Pottery
from the houses suggests that they were abandoned
around the end of the sixth century, before or in the face
of the Persians, who sacked Chios in retaliation for the
island’s part in the unsuccessful Ionic revolt. Herodotus
tells us how they “netted” the island, joining hands and
marching across it, slaughtering the men, carrying off the
youths and girls, and burning the temples.

Down by the harbor the remains of the Archaic period
have yet to be fully explored, but already there has been
discovered part of the apsidal foundations of an early
fifth century temple, and fragments of elaborate Ionic
moldings and capitals which must have adorned it. A
nearby deposit has yielded sixth century Chiot pottery and
a chalice bearing on it the signature of its manufacturer
—the first Chiot potter’s name we know ; it reads: "Nike-
sermos made this kylix” (Figure 9). Of the Archaic
gravefield little is yet known, but with other decorated
pottery from disturbed graves comes the upper part of a
delicate Chiot jug which shows a man standing between
corkscrew palmtrees—perhaps Apollo, for Strabo the ge-
ographer tells us that at Phanai, the town west of Em-
porio, there was “a deep harbor, a temple of Apollo and
a grove of palms.”

The story of Emporio through the fifth and fourth
centuries is told by the remains farther inland on a low
hill half an hour's walk from the sea, where a farmhouse
and great polygonal terrace walls bear witness to the
presence of a Classical farming community. The products
which brought the area prosperity in this period, and no
doubt earlier too, are those which are still found in the

fields there. First, grain for local consumption, then wine,
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poorer now than it was when Virgil sang of the “royal
Phanacan” which came from this area, and lastly the
mastic gum which was collected from the low dark green
bushes which in Greece will grow only in the southern
part of Chios. The clear gum was probably exported as
early as the Classical period; certainly in Roman times
Pliny singled it out as “most famous,” while later under
Turkish rule a monopoly controlled its export to Con-
stantinople where it was popular with the ladies of the

harem as a chewing gum which kept the breath sweet
and the teeth clean.

Through Hellenistic and Roman times Emporio was
still occupied. In the late sixth century, soon after the
reign of the Emperor Justinian, a large basilica church
was built by the harbor, chiefly from the blocks of the
Archaic temple which lay at hand. Before it stood a colon-
naded court with a well; from this a door gave access to
a circular baptistery with a cross-shaped font lined with
marble slabs sunk into its floor (Figure 10). The aisles
and narthex of the church itself were paved with mosaics
in simple geometric patterns. But the security and the
grandiose building schemes of the Byzantine empire in
the sixth century gave place in the seventh to dark fears
of Arab invaders. In Emporio the inhabitants retired to
the rocky acropolis by the harbor which had carried the
prehistoric village three thousand years earlier. Around
them they cast a double wall, the inner one cement-bound
and six feet thick, with towers facing the landward ap-
proach. Through the middle decades of the seventh cen-
tury the Arabs moved inexorably up the Asia Minor
coast toward their goal, Constantinople, burning and
plundering as they went. Emporio did not escape their
attention, and the excavations show that soon after A.D.
660 the fortress fell before them, destroyed by fire. Dig-
ging has revealed the position of the whole fortress wall
aqd its towers; within the walls were found storerooms
with the smashed storage pithoi and wine jars which had
stood along their walls, as well as other abundant test;-
mony to the life of this Christian community before its
overthrow by Islam. For the archaeologist it is an im.
portant collection of varied and datable material of th
mid-seventh century A.p. e

Having come so far we should
the harbor town, slight though
left. The spade has revealed [;
ninth century, and in the later
within the ruins of the basili
ruined fortress, Today the ho
their respective seasons, only
mer visitors and quail hunte
year a permanent

boats which call.

complete the history of
1t was after the Arabs
mited reoccupation in the
Middle Ages chapels rose
@ and on the site of the
uses by the sea shelter, in
archaeologists and the sum-
rs, while for the rest of the
population of two serves the fishing




9. Fragments of a chalice
of the sixth century B.C.,
inscribed with the name of
the maker, Nikesermos.

THE ISLAND OF CHIOS continned

10. Cross-shaped font in the baptistery of Em-
porio's great church built in the sixth century.
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By CARL H. KRAELING

Director of the Oriental Institute
of the University of Chicago

T—m ART AND CULTURE OF HELLENISTIC SYRIA are
still something of a mystery. How Oriental and Greek
civilization blended in Egypt in the period beginning
with Alexander’s conquest, we understand at least in part
from the works of the Alexandrine poets and from the
monuments of Alexandrine sculpture, the wall paintings
of Pompeii and the rock-cut tombs of Petra. Besides,
there remain in Egypt temples of the Ptolemaic period,
and there are Ptolemaic papyri, a series of painted tombs
and a certain quantity of jewelry taken from Ptolemaic
burials. Antioch, the capital of Seleucid Syria, ranked
second only to Alexandria as a melting pot of Greek and
Oriental civilization, but our knowledge of how the com-
parable cultural strains were fused there is lamentably
fragmentary in comparison. Climate and soil were less

HELLENISTIC GOLD JEWELRY

® The collection of Hellenistic
gold jewelry here described
was purchased by Mr. Chester
D. Tripp of Evanston, Illinois,
at Beirut in 1953. It was ex-
ported with the permission of
the Department of Antiquities
and is currently on exhibition
at the Museum of the Oriental
Institute at Chicago.

favorable to the preservation of perishable material, and
above all rebuilding and looting in the Roman period
destroyed many of the monuments. Inference from the
structures and materials of the Roman period is normally
the best means of reconstructing, however vaguely, cer-
tain aspects of the cultural life of Hellenistic Syria. It is,
therefore, of special interest to have from Syria a gold
treasure that gives us a direct insight into at least one
aspect of the art and brilliance of the Hellenistic period
of its cultural history. Such a treasure has recently been
brought to Chicago from Beirut. It is on exhibition at the
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, where it
takes an appropriate place alongside the Syro-Hittite and
the Achaemenian gold treasures acquired by the Institute
in the recent past.

The collection consists of five pieces: two armbands,
a filigree bracelet ornamented with semi-precious stones
and two finger rings inset with carved gems (Figure 1).
The total weight is almost one kilogram and the gold of
the armbands and of the bracelet is so pure (23.5 carats)
that they are highly pliable.

The treasure is a recent discovery, but the exact spot
at which it was found could not be ascertained. From the
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| (my nos. Ch 25-42) A%
I enclose your copy of the second bateh of your s‘l_:e.mp%. 41 th:’mk you have the first.

T2l i

Athens, June 9, 1953

Dear Jock,

I wes delighted to have your letter of May 21, and to hear thet you are
enjoying New Zealand, and “have emenvipated yourself from the existing lantern .
slides; and so are looking forward to lecturing on Greek Art. I should terribly
1ike to visgit New Zedland, but cannot 'hhink of any groﬁnds oﬂ which to bhase a

plea for the necessary cash. So do tell me mors about it, and what about an-

occesional snapshot?

" Do you have your Chian material with you? Notes, pictures, copy of article?
I should wslcome some help in ddentifying toes in the pictures you enabled me to
b take when my boat was practically whistling for departure. I enclose two sets of
f_"t:,"l £ prints,; one for you if you can use it, the other,on which I have written whet I
vv.,.:-ﬂwﬁ\ figured out from notes taken in Chios, for you to correct what I have written,
and supplement it, end some day send back for my edification. One that I am
i Pusgled ebout is the very first ("late 7thi"): I don't kmow & whole jar or large
Wg 5 fragment with a long straight cylinder toe like that, they spread out sooner to
S the body. 1 have not been to photograph your stamps yet, but hope to menage it
0 in a few weeks, and at the seme time see what they are getting at Emborio, for

W}‘“ which they left a week or so agos
m&dﬁ Lest night was your second Open Meeting, with lectures by Wace and by Dick

Nichols, Dick presented us to an Akropolis Kore of the 7th century, hollow
terracotte sculpture three-quarters life-sige, and showed us her techniocal
antecedents proceeding without brgahh‘rdn the Mycehaean period. It was & diffri-
oult study to present im this way, especially a8 it was hot, and the audience

had already had Wace, and some of them were apparently in a great hurry to get

to patties celebrating the Coronation film. He deiivered with poise end authority,

and held them,throughout,guiet encugh to hear his sometimes not very loud voiee,

His slides were good, but some showed the:.need of a stronger lantern. I wish

Migs Richter could have heard him, she is always fascinated with technical studies.
Jane had Dick and me to dinner at her flat s Woek or so ago, With Prof.Seflund
of labrandas We had pleasanter convers‘ation then I remember for a long time, and

deliecious food.

This place is £illing with summer people There are %oo memy to remember,

I remember you instead, and wish you were here, though gled YOO AT¢ liking it there.

R R RRTImmmmIi e T -



BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY

52, ODOS SOUEDIAS,
ATHENS,
GREECE.

24th [ a5 v]

Dear Virginia,

A message from woinclair to say that he
would be very glad if you could stay a
night if you vigit them in Chios. Ilore he
could not cope with but one or two ;
unexpected guests can usually be invited to
lunch by him. Best if you can send a
message hefore you go we have peopls going
over all the timse.

foursg.
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] Athens, November 16, 13961

7

Deer Sinclair,

If you have a little time ahead of you, and are not in last-momant

extremis, could you possibly measure the height of the archaic jar of

S65.8
which I enclose a photo (sitting in the tripod)? I did of course measure

it, but because of the way its height compares wiph certain others,
think I :;z¥ have made a mistake in recording the figure, The jar is in
the museum, or possibly in the apotheke up the stairs. This is (or was)m
the intact one of the two rather similar; it was the other that was a sub-
jeet for cleaning and repairing if Stelio had time. Did this in fact take
place? I forgot to ask you when we met after my visit at the end of June. i
I did so much enjoy that visit, especially various meals with you and Rachsel,
including tea at Mr. Choremis's, My greetings to him if you are sesing him,
The other two photos enclosed are to be given to Christo, if you will
be s0 kind -~ always supposing he is still at the meseum. The 4th century
Chian jar belongs to a friend of his, who possibly may like to have the
photos.
Last night I had aletter from Piet, finally, which was quite a
relief, There seemed no dire reasons for his long silence, Effie doing
fairly well, had gained some weight, He is busy installing fluorescent
lighting all throﬁgh his cottage, which suddenly has electric current. I

could not imagéne putting in that horrid illumination deliberately in my

own house; but I have noticedq that architects like it.

I have hardly seen Rachel, which is not at all what I like,

Yours;

R
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THE TIMES LITERAR

GREEK SPADEWORK

JOoHN BOARDMAN : Excavations in Chios 1952-1955. Greek Emporio

(Supplementary vol. 6).

258pp. 98 plates.

The British School of

Archaceology at Athens. Thames and Hudson. £6 6s.

Emporio is a small harbour on the
south-east coast of Chios. It is deep
and the entrance is dominated by a
hill on either side. From the head of
the harbour a fertile valley runs
inland ; on the north side the fand
rises steeply to Mount Prophetes
Elias, 240 metres high. From the
eighth century until about 600 B.c.
the top of this hill was occupied by
a small town, and down by the har-
bour there was a sanctuary in which
votive offerings were made by local
Chians and traders from overseas. It
is the result of the investigation of
these two sites by the British School
of Archaeology at Athens that is now
offered in a publication which may
serve as an example of how to pre-
sent the modern style in archaeology
both to the specialist student and to
the general reader who wants to
know more about early lonian
history.

Dr. Philip Argenti, most patriotic
and philomath of Chians, who has
himself written so much on the his-
tory of the island of his ancestors,
deserves and receives in the preface
a major share of the credit for this
successful historical investigation. It
was he who commissioned, thirty
years ago, the first archaeological sur-
vey of Chios by the present British
High Commissioner in Nigeria, then
a student of the British School. War
prevented the mnatural immediate
sequel, and archaic Emporio, having
slumbered for two and a half mil-
lennia, waited another twenty-five
years for its revelation. The work of
the years 1952 to 1955 may have
gained by the delay. If there is noth-
ing spectacular to record, the value
of the dig in revealing the quotidian,
the standard, is not to be deprecated
by the historian.

The town on the hill is revealed as
an example of those small centres
of power which were characteristic
of the earliest phases in the history
of the Tonian settlement, to which the
title of “ feudal * is loosely and in-
accurately applied and  which
Aristotle, who is most appositely
cited by Mr, Boardman, would
have called aristocratic. An in-
scription  from Teos, and cer-
tain passages in Xenophon., fo
which reference is made in a foot-
note, have given literary evidence,
Here is an illustration on the ground,

all the purer from being uncontami-
nated by later occupation, of the
stronghold of the local ruler, con-
taining his primitive palace and the
temple of his household goddess,
Athena in this case; and the careful
description of the material remains is
pulled together and illuminated in
Mr. Boardman’s final chapter, a brii-
liant historical reconstruction.

The strictly archaeological aspects
of the publication, scholarly and
scientific in the best sense., demon-
strate how absorbing a meticulous
pursuit of exact description can be,
irrespective of the material described ;
for 1o be honest the objects found
are of no great aesthetic value. The
best worth looking at, and the most
intrinsically interesting, are a set of
cast lead griffins, which Mr. Board-
man persuasively argues once
adorned the helmet of the cult-statue
of Athena. There is a fine series of
pots some of which, particularly the
delicate white-slip Chian chalices,
have some artistic merit. The archi-
tectural reconstructions are of con-
siderable interest ; note, for example,
the antae rising from lions’ paws,
which stood in front of the fifth-
century temple down by the harbour.
There are also fragments, pitifully
small but of fine workmanship,
which may be from the cult statue
of Apollo which stood in the same
temple. Of outstanding interest are
the fragments of bronze belts, not
only for their own merits but also
as providing a link with Anatolian
metal-work, for instance from Gor-
dium in Phrygia.

Production is exemplary and the
book is a pleasure to read and to con-
sult. The ninety-eight plates are clear
and comprehensive, the 165 text
figures are just what is required for
elucidation of the inventory of finds.
The plans and maps were drawn by
the late Michael Ventris; it is a
poignant pleasure to recognize in
their legends that bold and lucid
handwriting which - illustrated the
decipherment of Linear B. The only
serious criticism (for the fact that the
captions of plates 2a and 2b are inter-
changed will not confuse anyone) is
that the inscriptions of Emporio are
not included to make the work com-
plete ; for these the reader is referred
to the earlier publication in the
Annuals of the British School for
1963 and 1964.

GYPTIAN SOUFFLE

e Age of Akhenaten.

Translated by Jack
and Mackay. £3 10s,

should be given a bad
idence that we
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Letters to the Editor

(continued)

SCIENCE AND LITERATURE -

Sir,—1In spite of some valuable dis-
tinctions which he draws— between
scientific and technological concepts:
between scientific ideas and ideas about
science—Anthony Jackson (August 24)
adopts a far too mechanistic, nineteenth-
century, view of science: this leads him
to make a number of points with which
I must disagree.

Whilst it is true that scientists tend,
more and more, to take refuge in mathe-
matical symbolism, it is entirely wrong
to conclude that the ideas expressed in
this way are incapable of other formula-
tion. It is largely that it is generally
more convenient, more precise, and more
accurate; and scientific publications are
intended for other scientists. But there
is another reason, and one which demon-
strates that scientists are not uniquely
guilty of the obscurantism with which
Mr. Jackson charges them. The search
for academic respectability, and the
evelopment  of professionalization
(which go hand in hand) are partly
responsible, and these are equally true
of economists, sociolog even philo-
sophers and literary critics !

Professionalization means: firstly, the
development of a modus operandi; and,
secondly, the erection of barriers de-
signed to prevent the intrusion of those
not specially admitted to the delineated
area of competence. Foremost among
{hcse barriers is the employment of a
jargon: the professional education then
becomes the initiation of the would-be
practitioner. This phenomenon is now
found—increasingly, alas—in all types
of professionalism, and is clearly a func-
tion of the human needs for security and
respect.  With regard to science, there
has risen, as Mr. Jackson points out.
a kind of deification, founded upon
obscurantism. As he further points out,
this is entirely to be deplored. It seems
to me, however, that this is not really
the fault of scientists, but of those who
are making use of both them and their
work. Scientists, when they communi-

cate with the public, do so mostly with
the intention of fostering understand-
ing—wiltness the British Association for
the Advancement of Science, currently
meeting in Leeds—and the utilization of
science, in advertising by * media prac-
titioners ”, and sometimes by politicians,
is responsible for the other effect.

This brings me to my second poinf,
which is concerned with the validity of
extending an idea into an intellectual
domain other than the one in which it
originated.

Mr. Jackson grossly oversimplifies the
issue when he baldly proclaims:
* scientific ideas are only valid in the
universe of scientific discourse . , .”: it
may be true to say that sclentists are
only compelent | . . but culture cannot
be so easily compartmentalized. Since
it is admitted that * scientific ideas . . .
affect us by altering our picture of the
universe . . .” {as do ideas originating
in other places), how can one deny
their possible deployment by the ™ com-

mon culture™ ? There is a problem
here, but Mr. Jackson has missed the
point. Consider one of the most fam-
ous examples of the wtilization of a
scientific idea, the fate of the Darwinian
theory of evolution, and the doctrine
of the Survival of the Fittest. 1t may
be traced into the social doctrine of
Herbert Spencer, that of William
Graham Sumner, the Eugenic theories
of Karl Pearson and Galton, and the
racist genetics of the Nazis. Who is to
say whether, or to what stage, what
extent, this was justified ? Should it
be the biologists, the social theorists, or
the philosophers ? Correspondingly,
we are left with the problem of estab-
lishing, criteria for criticism.  While it
might be thought quite reasonable -that
the concept of evolution should apply
to societies as to animal species, many
people would resent the racist conclu-
sions drawn from this by some.

This all relates directly to Mr. Jack-
son’s point with regard to Science Fie-
tion. He would have us accept that
with the obsolescence of technologies,
the S.F. embodying these technologies
becomes **laughable ¥, and thus, pre-
sumably, of no interest. In this opinion
there is a twofold error. In the first
place, and following from the discus-
sion above, it must be decided to'what
extent a criticism of the implicit tech-
nology (or technological ideas) implies
a criticism of the work of fiction, not of
science, by which they are utilized. My
answer would be: not at all. Fiction
has its own criteria of criticism, My
second point is concerned with the v.aluc
to be attached to * technological fore-
casts ', among which responsible (i.e.,
knowledgeable) S.F. must be included.
Itis only slowly becoming accepted that
the forecasting of trends—economic,
social, even technological—in society,
is a vital part of the formulation of .
policy-—economic, social and technolo-
gical, (This is very well discussed in tha
recent book The Art of Conjecture by
Bertrand de Jouvenel-—the political
philosopher who runs a Qfm'c_cus'ur"!g;
group in Paris known as * Futuribles.”)
In discussing the significance of. tech-
nological forecasting—a particularly
recent academic exercise—it is very,
very valuable lo be -able to look
at the long-range forecasts which
were made in the  past (such as
S.F). to see in what respects they
erred. By the 1920s and 1930s the value
of this forecasting activity was  be-
ginning to be recognized: wilness the
brilliant series © Today and Tomorrow "
published by Kegan Paul and Co. in
those decades. This, then, is a value
possessed by S.F. quite apart from the
literary significance. It is a use per-
haps not widely recognized but one
which does not date ; it is also a function
which the evaluation of actual advances
cannot perform,

STUART BLUME,

The University of Sussex, Brighton,

ON EDITING DONNE

Sir,—I .would pot be thought insen-
Gardner

sible. of "Dame Helen
magnanimity (August 24) i
that no less than fou
made in my

Donneg
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EXCAVATIONS AT PINDAKAS IN CHIOS Sy

(PLATES 72-73)

PiNpakasis a small and low hill lying about 1-5 km. from the harbour at Emporio in South
Chios. It is at the foot of the hills which divide the modern town of Pyrgi from the Emporio |
valley, but it also commands access to the adjacent valley to the north, that leading to modern
Kalamoti (see r16s. 1 and 2). The position is, however, one which is better called convenient
than strategic. The name must derive from misa€, ‘spring’ or fountain’, and, although there is
no water on the hill itself, an excellent well lies close to its slopes on the west. Ano- and Kato-
Pindakas have been distinguished, but the distinction is lost today, and Ano-Pindakas, rather
nearer Emporio, is as bare of human habitation as Kato-Pindakas, which is our site.

Today the flat top of the hill is bare and rocky with scattered olive trees, though the fields
around are rich in corn and mastika. Zolotas! had noted antiquities there but it is the great
polygonal walls at the west which make two terraces of the hill-top that are the most con-
Spicuous remains (PLATE 72 a—b). It was on these two terraces that excavations were conducted
by the writer in July 1954, in the course of the British School at Athens’ excavations at Emporio.
Sections were cut east—west through the upper and lower terraces, and north-south through
the upper terrace (F1cs. 3 and 4, AA and BB) and these, with minor trenches and some ground
observation, tell a clear story of the site’s history and buildings.?

THE LoweEr TERRACE AND SECTION AA (FIGs. 3 and 4)

The main wall of the lower terrace is constructed with polygonal blocks of locally hewn
limestone, some of those at the corners having rectangular faces. At its north-western corner it
stands still to a height of 2:go m. but where the ground rises to the south less s preserved and
the construction is less robust. About half-way up the west face of the wall there is a marked
horizontal division running from the corner for about three-quarters of the way to the point at
whic_h the wall turns to the south-west. The construction above and below this linc is the same
and_ 1t may represent no more than a phase in the construction, or possibly an carly stage ir’1
which a lower terrace was intended at this point (PLATE 72a). Access was pricsumablv from the
south-west on to the broader half of the terrace. ’ |

The wall is about 250 m. thick and provided with a rough and inclined rear face
AA, F1G. 4). The fill of the wall itself is of stones and well-packed earth and. v
overlies loose stoncs filling a cavity in the bedrock, the fill of the terr ’
of levels of earth and stones, Immcdiately below the surface soi] of t

of hard, whitish earth and broken tiles which is associated with Late Roman buildings described
below. .Below these appeared the face and fill of another terrace wall (Period 1) whifh antedates
the main terrace (Period 2); it runs obliquely to it and inside it, following more closely the
natural contour of the hill. Its face is of roughly hewn stones with no careful joints; itqlﬁlf is of
stones and earth, the stones bearing the reddish appearance of having been fresh-c’ut }ronl 'the
hillside and never exposed to the weather. This wall, which appearg again within the upper
terrace (Section BB), is the carliest recognizable structure on the site. .
The tumble of stone and earth which lies on the surface at the back of the lower terrace and
which represents debris from the Late Roman buildings and the upper terrace wall, was not
cleared. The upper terrace at this point proved to be 1-15 m. thick and backed with a stone fill.

Its rear face is better finished than that of the lower terrace in the same section, and the disparate

thicknesses of the two walls is also worth remark. et ! X y i
urcs on the lower terrace are o number of walls (6 Than v Bapronei s Six
&L?:?i?ﬂl—?g:j:‘:‘f;‘q1 the face of the uppor terrace wall., They bBelong with the Laic omnran level

i in S i z S = z "a house or houses which had be
which appears in Section AA, and represent room walls of house o S been

built in the convenient shelter provided by the terraces, and i”r.om the buildipg matm:ial afforded
by the ruined Greek houses and walls. Scraps of plasie]"]};zllci {‘2]353;’1“;!(3(] \:'nh the tilc level j?c-
tween walls k and A but no regular floor was preservec. I ?] these ‘squatiers’ on the site
L ' : of objects found bes“‘? e “ which includes stones frony an
bl ELSEEATREL O L1 glog}z} er finds in the area of the Late Roman houses were a cooking-
oil-press (below, nos. & 12).’ ; ]l'les are of the type found at Emporio and include a ridge tile
pot, a glass lamp and stud. The t1

. low, no. 16).
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