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Brinijing to surface an amphora from a wreck.
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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

5A SOUIDIAS STREET

ATHENS -lAO. GREECE

July 8, 1985

Dear Pred, \

Thank you very much for your letter of June 30th, which was waiting for me
when I returned from Corinth Monday evening. A pity indeed, that we did not
meet on your way throu^ Athens. I am scheduled to fly hack to Baltimore on
August 18th (and cannot change the flight), so unless you happen to be coming
in the evening before, we shall not connect in person for a while.

I shall be in touch with you one way or another, however, because I would
be pleased to give what help I could in identifying and dating the amphoras in
the Bodrum Museiim next summer as the display is being prepared. August would
still be best for me, and earlier in the month rather than later if that would
fit your schedule. I have just had a letter from George in which he indicates
that we mi^t indeed do measuring next summer on the jars from the Hellenistic
wreck at Serye Liman, and so I hope that Malcolm Wallace can come at the same
time. (As you are probably aware, Mac has recently written to Cemal on behalf
of Miss Grace and me about those capacities.) You indicate that it might not
be necessary to get me special permission to work on the amphoras from the
Tvirkish authorities; does that include Mac and any other member of the team
who mi^t come? Or shovild Mac be put on the official list?

If it should happen that we can discuss the plans for the work on the
Bodrum amphoras when you come in August, that would be excellent, for I have
numerous questions. We do not know whether to allow one week, or two, or
three (that would be the maximum). How many hours a day can one work in the
Museum, or wherever the jars woiad be measured? How long did it take Cemal to
measure jars—our experience suggests that he would have been lucky to do two
per hoxir? Were all jars done with water for which that was possible? How mapy
more are there to do, if not',-, and how many can be done dry with polystyrene?
Will you have any chance to raise more jars next year? If we have time after
finishing the jars from the •wreck, might it be possible to measure others in
the museum? Have you an idea of what groups there might be, since it is most
useful to take ca'pacities of several jars of the same type and we already have
data on groups from Corinth, Thasos, Mende, Kos, and Rhodes (and others) to
which we would like to add?

In connection with my efforts at identifying and dating amphoras for the
display, it would be useful for me to have •photographs of any that are possible
before I go to Bodrum next summer. Then I could work on some of them at least
in Athens where there are reference materials (and Miss Grace!). I have seen
Oguz Alpbzen's article on the amphoras in the museum, but I do not read Turkish*
has there been any publication of the material in another language? "What else '
might usefully prepare me to help you next summer?

I look forward to these various collaborative efforts.

Yours,

,

copies to George Bass (C.G. Koehler)
Virginia Grace
Malcolm Uallac»
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