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The Stamped Amphora Handles in the Colleotion of the

British School of Archaeology in Athens

A letter to me in Princeton, N.J., dated March 11, 1948, from David Clarke in

Athens accompanied photographs of selected handles from this collection plus a two-

page chart with documentation (as available) and readings (as they could be managed

without facilities) for the greater part of this collection, i.e. H 1-97; 22 handles
been

have sinoey^registered, so that the numbers now run through H 119. Mr. Clarke ms the

Sir Charles Walton Student at the time. He hoped to be able to prepare a publishable

catalogue of the School's whole collection, of which the handles were a small part.

He informed me that most of the handles had come to the School together with other

antiquities bequeathed to it by George Finlay. For most, the provenience was not

known, but 10 (H 87-96) came from the School's excavations at Phylakopi in Melos in

1896 and following, and 6 (H 80-85) from "a BSA excavation in the same year at a place

on the Hiss OS which they took to be the Gymnasium of Kynosargos". Mr, Clarke found

the plans for this excavation, and made a rough sketch in his letter, which shows the

site across the river from the temple of Olympian Zeus. The indications of Melos and

Kynosarges which are shown in his chart have been entered also in our duplicated

reading list (see below), also the few other proveniences he cites; Rhodes (h 86)

Chios (H 78) and Olympia (H 97), Of the 22 handles added after 1948, H98-104 had no
markings to show provenience, H105-112 come from Knidos (collected by John Cooke?)

H117-119 come from Chalkis (found by John Boardman?), while H113-116 come one each
from Rhodes, Athens (koIAH), Ia.urion and Chios, in that order.

At Mr. Clarke's request, Alison Frsuats had photographed for him "the better
®*aiapl0H

of H1-97, The prints sent to me in Princeton were actual-size eftlargements, one o

each. The negatives remain at the British School; they have been lent to me recently
for further printing (chiefly record contacts), and are being returned herewith.

During 1948 Mr, Clarke and I had some further oorrespcnadenoa, on individual i-tg

and on the collection of handles as a whole and proposed method of publication.

According to his letter of 11,X,48, progress on his catalogue had then reached the
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point of a typescript on the amphora handles. Still in October 1948, he took up a

job as Professor Wace's assistant in Alexandria, where I met him in late February

or early March 1949, when I was on my way from the United States to Greece by

cargo ship.

Pressure of other work put this collection out of my mind. But in January 1965

I came upon a photograph of H 55, which turned out to be part of a handle of the Koan

class, bearing a name not otherwise known on this class of which a corpus had been

assembled for publication. As I then realized that we had never mde systemtic

records of the handles in the British School collection, nor even seen them, I

applied for pennission to take them to the Stoa of Attalos for study and for records

to be made. This was granted, and the handles were at the Stoa from February 10 to

November 22, 1965, on which day I returned them to the British School. While we had

them, rubbings were taken of all, also some further photographs. Duplicate written

records were made which include restored readings and any available documentation,

also mention of photographs which have been made. (Numbers such as 631.36 are VG

negative numbers. The Frantz negatiiies bear no negative numbers, but we have written

on them the inventory numbers of the handles shown.) The foregoing refers to gx*x

HI- 117. More recently Mr. Popham has found and lent to us two handles found in

SktB Chalkis, which I had seen and photographed in 1954. These have been numbered

H118 and 119, and are being returned to the School when these papers are delivered

Attached to the present report is a carbon copy of our duplicate records described

above, for deposit at the British School. See p.3 below for a summary of the

collection by class of amphoras.

Mr. Megaw, in a letter of April 30, 1965, infomed me that the Managing Committee
in London of the British School in Athens had approved my request to publish a photo
graph of the unique item H55 in a forthcoming work on Koan amphora stamps. He added♦

"a general permission was also given for you to include other stamped handles in the
School collection in your future publications." Of the 2 Thasian, H61 and H95, the

ha. b..n llsfd with .th.r exampl,. of it. typ, mthe corpu. toIom, a.-m. and A.
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Bon, Les Timbres AmphorigueB da Thasoa, Paris 1957, the type number being 1578. As

a superior example, it should probably have been used to illustrate the type. Also,

H 61 should have been included in this volume, since it is an example of a Thasian

type of which no photograph has been published (possibly Bon 351, possibly a type of

which no other example has yet been found). There may have been some delay or confusion

in connection with a request for permission to publish (in or about 1954),^^t is
hoped that these Thasian of the British School will be illustrated in a new edition

of the Bon volume, already needed because of the great amount of new material of

this class which has been found in recent years.

In the copy of our duplicated records, note Knidian Type numbers entered, lower

left, in the records of most Knidian handles. The series of these type numbers has

not yet been published, but in all the large collections of Knidian, in Athens, Delos

and Alexandria, the storage of these handles is by type number of the stamp.

Summary of the collection by class of amphoras

Rhodian 56

Knidian \

Sarly Knidian (H 109) • "'A'-' 1

Late Knidian (H 49, 70, 80, 88, 84) , 5

Thasian (H 61, 93) v 2

Koan (H 55) ,* •« < , 1
' at,.,?-.#' ' •Xi.l./d 1.'a

Parian (H 72, 78) ' . »r 2

Chian from amphora (H 116) ^ | 3 ' ' ^

" " lagynos (H 52) 1

Coroyrean, unatamped (H 60) ; < 1

Miscellaneous unclassified (H 48,50,63,73,88,92,97,104) 8

119
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BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS

52. ODOS SOUEDIAS,

ATHENS, 140

Tel. 710974

'^1/5/11

Dear Miss Grace,

We are most grateful for your notes on
the stamped amphora handles in the School

present we are reorganising
both the museum and the negative collection

i^JJd it is consequently extremely useful to
ha.^ your comments.

Yours sincerely,

Christopher Mee
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Dear Miss G-race,

We are most grateful for your notes on
the stamped amphora handles in the School
collection. At present we are reorganising
loth the museum and the negative collection
and it is consequently extremely useful to
have your comments.
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Christopher Mee
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die and/or stamp, distin^ishing i) place of origin when known - T(hasos), ,R(hodcs) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam-
eek t 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
iny descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, disting:uishing i) place of origin when known - T(hasos), .R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers. R f\ f iI^ (Z Z"'OZ (ZZOLD~Z CZ / Z0^\) J Of-f-J- > ^
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H-oS

Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing I) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R{hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
numbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain Cunframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
numbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
Stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora; 3) language if not Greek: 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow>. Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
Stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidosI, etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrowl. Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing I) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R{hodes) K{nidos), etc.; a) type of stam

ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
numbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
Stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distingnishing I) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek: 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmhers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing I) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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H-/0

Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
Stamped. Numbers in the middle are neg^ative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R{hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing
ped vessel if not an amphora j 3) language if not Greek t 4) shape of stamp if not a
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the ri;
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing l) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessei if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek: 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde Inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners olassify handle and/or stamp, distinguishing I) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(nidos), etc.; a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek: 4) shape of stamp if not a plain Cunframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
numbers and any other documentation go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being width by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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Indications in the upper right corners classify handle and/or stamp, distlngTiishing i) place of origin when known - T(hasos), R(hodes) K(mdos), etc. j a) type of stam
ped vessel if not an amphora ; 3) language if not Greek : 4) shape of stamp if not a plain (unframed) rectangle ; retrograde inscription (indicated by an arrow). Inventory
nnmbers and any other docuoientatiou go to the left, any descriptive comment to the right, dimensions unless otherwise specified being wldtb by thickness of handle where
stamped. Numbers in the middle are negative numbers.
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The Stamped Amphom Handles in the Collection of the

British School of Archaeology in Athens

A letter to me In Princeton, N.J*, dated March 11, 1948, from David Clarke in

Athens accompanied photographs of selected handles from this collection plus a two-

page chart with documentation (as available) and readings (as they could be managed

without facilities) for the greater part of this collection, i.e. H 1-97; 22 handles
bean ,

have since/Registered, so that the numbers now run through H 119. Mr. Clarke was the

Sir Charles Walton Student at the time. He hoped to be able to prepare a publishable

catalogue of the School's idxole collectiOT, of which the handles were a small part.

Ho informed me that most of the handles had coDoe to the School together with other

antiquities bequeathed to it by tieorge Finlay. For most, the provenience to.8 not

known, but 10 (H 87-96) came from the School's excavations at Phylakopi in Melos in

1896 and following, and 6 (H 80-85) from "a BSA excavation in the same year at a place

on the IlisEos which they took to be the Gymnasium of Kynosarges". Mr. Clarke found

the plans for this excavati(xi, and made a rough sketch in his letter, which shows the

site across the river from the temple of Olympian Zeus. The Indications of Melos and

Kynosarges which are shown in his chart have been entered also in our duplicated

reading list (see below), also the few other proveniences he cites: Rhodes (H 86),

Chios (H 78) and Olympia (H 97). Of the 22 handles added after 1948, H 98-104 had no

markings to show provenience, H 105-112 come from Knidos (collected by John Cooke?),

H 117-119 come from Chalkis (found by John Boardman?), while H 113-116 oame one each

from Rhodes, Athens (KOIAH), laurion and Chios, in that order.

At Mr. Clarke's request, Alison Frants had photographed for him "the better example^

of H 1-97. The prints sent to me in Princeton were aotual-sise edlargements, one copy

each. The negatives remain at the British School; they have been lent to me recently

for further printing (chiefly record contacts), and are being returned herewith.

During 1948 Mr. Clarke and I had some further oorrespondenoe, on individual items

and on the collection of handles as a whole and proposed method of publication.

According to his letter of 11^.48, progress on his catalogue iiad than reached the
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point of a typescript on the amphora handles. Still in October 1948, ho took up a

job as Professor VYace^s assistant in Alexandria, where 1 met him in late February

or early Jtoroh 1949, when I was on my way from the United States to Greece by

cargo ship.

Preseuj-e of other work put this collection out of my mind. But in January 1965

I came upon a photograph of H 55, which turned out to be part of a handle of the Koan

class, bearing a name not otherwise known cn this class of which a corpus had been

assembled for publication. As I then realised that we had never made systematic

records of the handles in the British School collection, nor even seen them, I

applied for permission to take them to the Stoa of Attalos for study and for records

to be made. This was granted, and the handles were at the Stoa from February 10 to

November 22, 1965, on which day I returned them to the British School. While we had

them, rubbings were taken of all, also some further photographs. Duplicate written

records were made vjhich include restored readings and any available documentation,

also mention of photographs which have been made. (Numbers such as 631.36 are VG

negative numbers. The Frantz negatines bear no negative numbers, but we have written

on them the inventory numbers of the handles shown.) The foregoing refers to Mxwx

HI- 117. More recently Mr. Popham has found and lent to us two handles found in

£hix Chalkis, whloh I had seen and photographed in 1954. These have been numbered

H 118 and 119, and are being returned to the School when these papers are delivered.

Attached to the present report is a oarboa copy of our duplicate records described

I
above, for deposit at the British School. See p.3 below for a summary of the

colleetlon by class of amphorae.

Mr. Megaw, in a letter of April SO, 1965, infomssd me that the Managing Committee

in London of the British School in Athens had approved my request to publish a photo

glyph of the unique iterai H 55 In a forthcoming work on Koan amphora stamps* He addedt

"A general permission was also given for you to Inolude other stamped handles In the

School oolleotlon in your future publioatione.» Of the 2 Thasian, H 61 and H 98, the

latter has been listed with other examples of its type corpus volume. A*"*!!, and A»
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Bon, Les Timbres AmphorlquaB de ThaaoB, Paris 1957, ths type number being 1578. As

a superior example, it should probably have been used to illustrate the type. Also,

H 61 should have been included in this volume, since it is an example of a Thasian

type of which no photograph has been published (possibly Bon 351, possibly a type of

which no other example has yet been found). There may have been some delay or confusion

in connection with a request for permissicna to publish (in or about 1954). It is

hoped that these Thasian of the British School will be illustrated in a now edition

of the Bon volume, already needed because of the great amount of new matertal of

this class which has been found in recent years.

In the oi>py of our duplicated records, note Knidian Typo numbers entered, lower

left, in the records of most Knidian handles. The series of these typo numbers has

not yet been published, but in all the largo collections of Knidian, in Athens, ^elos
and Alexandria, the storage of those handles is by type number of the stamp.

Summary of the collection by class of amphoras

Rhodian

Knidian

fiarly Knidian (H 109)

Uto Knidian (H 49, 70, 80, 83, 84)

Thasian (H 61, 93)

Koan (H 55)

Parian (H 72, 78)

Chian from amphora (H 116)

" " lagynoB (H 52)

Coroyrean, unstamped (B 60) 1

Misoellanecnis unclassified (H 48,50,63,73,88,92,97,104) 8

119

66

41

1

5

Z

1

Z

1

1

4 '
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. \ stamped amphora
0^y(5n the^handles in the collection of the British School in Athens

01 '1 1 '
t "Aletter dated March 11, 1948, from David Clarke^"te^^^acoompanied photographs

of selected handles from this collection plus a 2-page chart with documentation
(as availahlej-'

(as they could be managed without facilities)
/and readingi^for the greater part of this collection, i.e. H1-97; 2"b handles have

since been added to the collection, it now runs through H 1-17-i Mr. Clarke

was the Sir Charles Walston Student at the time. He hoped to be able to prepare

a publishable catalogue of the School's whole collection, of which the handles were

a S3}iall part. He informed ma that most of the handles had come to the School

together with other antiquities bequeathed ±BX±k«x to it by George Finlay. For

10 c "-i- "
most BfxtksxhacHdias, the provenience was not known, but-aiMi©- came from the School's

excavations at Phylakopi in Melos in 1896 and following, and-ethe^Ns from "a BSA

excavation in the same year at a place on the Ilissos which they took to be the

Gymnasium of Kynosarges." Mr. Clarke found the plans for this excavation, and made

a rough sketch in hie letter, which shows the site across the river from the temple

of Olympian Zeus. The indications of Melos and Kynosarges which are shown in his

chart have been entered also in our duplicated reading list, also the few other }

proveniences he cites; Rhodes (H 86), Chios (H 78) and Olympia (H 97). Of the

20 handles added after 1948, H98-104 had no markings to show provenience, H105-112

come from Enidos (collected by Jolm Cooks?) while H113-lir come one each from

Rhodes, Athens^(KOIAH), Laurioh, Chiosin that order
A '
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At Mr. Clarke's request, Alison Frantz had photographed for him "the better

-r T'--
examples" of thJedV-iftuadlas^ £riii±x Actual-size enlargements, one copy eachy^dre^

A

secfMxj''V&^ The negatives remain at the British School.

During 1948 we had some further correspondence, on individual items and on

uj^ /I^ j Miu-^eietrka'
the collection as a whole and proposed method of publication.^ progress on kiax

• • V, ' ' "-H
Vn/^ / > " 'wi

catalogue reached the/point of a typescript on the amphora handles. In Ovtober
/ A

as •'^rofessor Wace's assistant
1948 he iafix took up a job^yin Alexandria, where I met him in late February or

early March 1949, when I was on my way to i'erraeus by cargo ship.

Pressure of other work put this collection out of my mind. But in January

1965 I came upon a photograph of H 55, which turned out to be part of a handle

: of the Koan class, bearing a name not otherwise known on this class of which a

corpus haii-been assembled for publication. As I then realized that we had never

made systematic records of this collection, nor even seen KiK3syx»fx±iaaxiiHiix: the

handles, I applied for permission to take them to the Stoa of Attalos for study

and for records to be made. This vfas granted, and the handles were at the Stoa

10

from February^o November 22^ Rubbings were taken of all, also some further

photographs. Duplicate xaadx records were made which include readings and any

p—~ - available documentation, also mention of photographs which have been made. The
1^--^-^ . /p ' -Si,

first carbon copy of this record is^the British School.
I**** ^
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consists of the following:
The collection

Rhodian

vi-vo

A cpsra^iiSiQib'^BttflSjistiy of its contents woyld not be much trouble to

9.03

provide, if desired. I understand that the Committee has given ma permission'to

def

use handles as needed in my publications. If a member of the British School
A

shpuld wish to publish the collection as such, I would be glad to advise him

and show him how to use our archives.

~r—r

._ 2^ / ;

^
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November 16, 1965

Dear Mr. Platen,

Here is a copy of a monograph on various finds from the old

shipwreck off Antikybhera, which Gladys vYeinborg and I wanted the

pleasure of giving to you.

I have down here the stamped handles of the British School

collection, which we have been studying and photographing, Thej'-

ware btought dovm here about 9 or TO months ago, and now I want to

return them to the British School. There seem to be 117 of them

and they are in tvifo small oartons. I should like to take them

away from here about 6;00 one evening when I can have the help of

Andreas Dimoulinis. It occurred to me that the guards may worry

seeing the cartons going out. If you think so, would you be so

kind as to tell then it is all right?

Yours sincerely.

Virginia ^raoa

15
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BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY

52, ODOS SOUEDIAS,

ATHENS, 140

GREECE.

30th April, 1965,

Miss v. Grace,
American School of Classical Studies,
Odos Souedias,
Athens, 140.

Dear Virginia,

I think j'ou may have heard already,
but I write to confirm, that at the last
meeting of our Managing Committee in London,
your request to publish a photograph of a
handle in our School collection (no.H55)
in your forthcoming work on Koan amphora
stamps was approved. A general permission
was also given for you to include other
stamped handles in the School collection
in your future publications.

I understand you have the ones you
are interested in on loan, but let me know
if you require anything more of us.
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•g School Collection, vihich I suddenly suspected was Koan, and on investigation
§

(D
+>

^ handles, and so not on our practically finished 50-odd plates for our Koan
u
hO I^ • volume. This morning, with Jane's assistance, I had a look at the handle,

and it certainly is Koan. It is your H 55.

&
Your handles war* catalogued along with the rest of your collection, by

S
M 9^

a student named David Clarke in 1948, i.e. just before I came back to Greece.

"o-P
He and I had a fair amount of correspondence about the handles, and what with

>4 2 all there was to do at the Agora when I got here, I forgot that we kacds had

g never made systematic records of our ovm of this collection, end in fact had
is m

•H

never seen them, but only photographs of the better ones.

4^ IQ
^ ^ Now we would like to include H 55 in the pending Koan volume, and other

-p
• 1-1

O

January 30, 1965

Dear Peter,

lu an effort to clean house domi here at the Stoa, I ms stopped

yesterday by a photograph of one of the stamped handles of the British

1^

discovered it bears (very clearly) a name not hitherto found by us on Eoan

things perhaps in other volumes, d.v. I understand permission must be re-

^ quested from ycwr Committee in London. I hope you may fe^l inclined to make
'o ta

• this request on our behalf.
CO ^
Swould also like, if convenient, to make rubbings of all the Imndles,

^ study the difficult ones with the help of our filas. Beeause of the mass
g I
§4^ files chiefly, it would be a good deal more convenient for us to work
c

o o® these 97 handles down here at the Stoa. They could be taken and returned

one drawer at a time, if preferred. You must decide of course v/hether you
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November l6» I9U8

Dear Mr. Clarke,

I w,g jmich Interested to hear, in your letter of October 11,
of your publication plans, the new handle finds in Pelos and in
Smyrna, ^nd your establisbnent in Alexandria. I hope you have an
interesting time there and give them a lot of help. Let the 25,000
restJ I am etill hoping for funds with xshich to treat them worthily.

2(o(

I am sorry that I cahnot help you very much with those of your
list that partlculatly interested you. It is nearly always possible
to do something >;ith a photograph. Short of that, a careful rubbing
sometimes suffices. But fragmentary atsmps are pretty hard to
identify from rou^ sketches, and your notes don't seem to be wholly
nccurate (e.g. no.98 is described as a circular Bhodian atamp with
boiikranion as device, which would certainly be a new type, not to
be described as "of little import."). If no.102 ie really Bhodian,
it may be a stamp of Hemokrates - of Nilsson p. 16O for the possibilities
with an amphora to the rl^t. In your private collection, the one with
the aide seal is interesting! side seals are more conmitnly foxmd with
rectangular xtmmpaac main st- raps.

Ihe stamps from the Smyrna dig are very interesting. The one
with device (some kind of small vessel?) apparently Thaoian, the other
intemta me particularly because I have a whole Jar with this stnmp.
Thank you very much for the news. I shell inquire further of your
School,in Athens. Miss Hereward tells me you fotmd a good many whole
Jars in the dig (unetfujped). These will also be of Interest.

Tou *rill be getting ttie local news from Miss Her»f«rd, including
the arrival, delayed, of Mr.Stamiree. And of course ymx will be seeing
the '/aces before long. It is possible that I may be 00 a ship that
calls at Alexandria in January.

Tours sincerely.

^A' '

•A
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J\me 7, 19Ug

Dear Mr. Clarkei

!Qxank you for yoar oioe letter of May 27* with the additional

printe* and answer* to various queries and a request. H 55 in it*

picture is quite remarkahle: 1 do not recollect an oaega like that
(i.e. profile)

on a Bhodian handle. Are the clay and shape-clearly HhodianI Thi*

I'm glad you *ta.y another six weeks* "because evidently it will

is quite a different type froc the conuaon Sokrates sterip.

"be more satisfactory to you in your work. I have "been wondering

whether, apart from work, Greece ie hard to leave nowaday*, in the

way that we used to feel it.

Please give my greetings to Mr.Cuttle and Mr.Cook when you go

hack to CaAhridge.

Tours sincerely.

Nv ,

1.1- •

' M

'v, t
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- ATiril 21, IQUg

Dear Mr.Clailce,

I hrive b<?Gn looking throu?^ your list and riiotograp^s sent ae last oftnth. It
will "bo Tsry nice to have in -orint some stntei'jonts on the aollection as a whole,
including total figurss and "bi^eakdtn'ms by kinds, "both for the i-jb-ole collectior.

v'and for the narts of known nroveniencc (for instance there seem to he ten fro?3 Melos,
of which 1 is 'th.aeian, 3 Bhodian, U Knidlto, and 2 of unknown origin). In your
gUEunary, I should strte how ni'iny of the handles seem to come not from nmphoras hut
from legynols I note H 52, I wonder if 55 is as small, and if there sre any others.

A« to publishing individual handles, in general it does not seen to he vrorth
while at this stage, tmloss one can present them,from a good deal of hackground, for
illustrating particular points. To collate thea propexly takes a lot of research
which doesn't do you much good unless you are going on with the work, and let me
assure you, you won't want to. This situation '.fill he changed In the future, we pe,
when It has been possible to get out an extensive systematised publication,

objects of which you sent mo photos
Among the iilutm jist wewli Tn ii I sl^ould think you might well publish, certainly

with photograph, H 61, the Thasian with the .ircher Herakles. This is an Inroortant
type, about i^ich quite a bit has been published, but no photograph has been .
published (so far aa I know - one never knows what may haw© been done in
the particular variant you have, which aaeos not to be the one in H'̂ aperta, »
p.^OO, no.2. You will want to look at the various possibilities on p.?9 of Prldik s
cnMlogue of the stamps in the Hermitage collection (there Is a copy In the American
School llbr-ry). The second name on yours way have bnen Bition, or Kiron, or possibly
Skymnos, all of which h '̂ye an Hunder the foot of Herakles, aiKt none of which do I
knC)' in photographs. Mite on this type, see AJA 19ib, my article on pp. 31-3o»
particularly p.33. note 6; note that in Plg.l and Slg.U of this article are published
three other variants.

Of the others, H 85 and H 53 are of interest as giving us the name "Dionysekles.
not hitherto established on Knidlan stamps, thoti«ti I would now wish to restore At in
SS 6069. You Bight like to publish the better one of these. 85» again certainly
with photograph. ' Incidentally, the two handles look in their p^tograiAs as If they
came from the sane jar. Itiiaxx 7)o they seem so when one looks at i.e., color
of clay, etc. b'ea 53 not among the lot fro® the Kynosarges dig alsAT

H 63 is also a curiosity. Are you sure that the handle is Hhodlan?

The rest need to be presented in the proper framework, or they are not worth
the trouble of adeauate publication. In this connoction I should like to ask per
mission now to use H U? and H 86 in my projected article on Rhodlan smphoms; and
pceslbly H 93 In a Thasian article. If you willing, will ymi tell me ^at other
application should be madet One or two ottxer of your stamps are distinctly better
examples of their types than are at ptesent on file, and It may very well be desirable
to use thsm in the corpus which I hope will be published In our time.

tn the meanvhlls, here are some correotlone, etc. Mostly 1 oemmsnt only on items
of which I have photogfaphs. since it is hard to judge otherwise.
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3. The none is not Sokratest which needs an omoga. The necessary reference
hook for Bhodian stsvnps is Hilsson, Ttinhres Aia^oabinneg de Lindos* On the hottora
of p.f?0 is a lint of the various names ending in -okrates. In or 'er to decide which
it waSf you would have to look at comnlote examples with the namest bo as to compare
the kind of lettering, etc.. with the one you have.

U. ^Tohahly Aischinae, rather than .Alschylinoe. In fUiy case, the .igora refer
ence is irrelevant (quite a different type ~ much earlier).

10. Probably the n-'̂ me of the eponym is Andrias.

15. The reading is not possible, nod the reference is not relevant* Tliis may
he a stamp of I'loekourloae, in the term of Arietokratee*

16. reading is L'.- (tq he looked up in Tlilsson.)

26. TTaeds a reference to Tlilasoa: his no.hr25. probably from the
same die.

35. The second device is a grape-cluster.

36. Koto that it is retrograde. The eponyra tx nay bo Arieton, the month
possibly Thesmonhotioe. It looks as of there may be some lncoinT>lete em-sures*

38. The month seems to he ^minthios*

U6. The rw.ding is:
^ <V L6<V A-5 -

apparently

U7 readinr Is: oc ' i beaded frame' associates thisqy. :.he renaing in. ^ , *
-•' potter*-rw.Paalon: see Nilsson. p.153

l+g. I regret I cnnnot intei*pret this device.

52. Note that this is a lagynos handle.

53. As remarked above. 53 fii^e us a new nsme for Knidian stamps.

5U. The corapnrison you note with SS POl is very interesting, bote that the
latter is not in itself broken, hut impressed by a broken die.

5^). The reference is not relevant* Is this handle as small as 521 If so.
it is worth mentioning, and photographing*

58* The reading is: T,. - f ' - c v--(retrograde)
rose

Compare Nileson. 3^0* 7*

61* See on my first page*

63. e H II « H

6U. The reading isl ruktv w v

^^ - with the sequence rho-iota «reverse. Compare M 5072. etc* (several examples)* ^fitten in
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65* This is an lEpresslon of a starap readings

' /W' iA 1- VP CO" 0'._ vc.^JS
t.^; .•- v^ .K V.^r'. ^ I

66. The reading is: 'f,p.vi.H.U-

69. (This is a nmdi hotter exaaple than is on file from tiie Agora.)

Coiapare SS 6095»

71. The reading IsJ

do-tr

(You did veil in identifying
this.)

76. Althou{^ there is TaO picture, I thlnh it prohohle that the reference should
he to Hilsson, 252, 1-2, and not to the (entirely different, and earlier) Agora tyoe.

3I9. The reading is; 'cn c a ^
. Compare

c(I -. >) (this line retrograde) gq 609U.

O p - -

f?l. ?or this type, look up In the Agora index '̂ "2. i'L ^ There are 7
exmples (e.g. SS 73'+0), all incomploto.

86. The reading iss i-' >\A}4.cr

> ••> -A
This may he from » jar of Marsyag,

j-

93» The name is Skyianos, and the device has usually heen called an alahastron.

95* Probably a stamp of Aristnkratea - this is his kind of asterisks.

Then, let ine know some time ahout penlsslon to puhlish the two or three
itane mentioned on ray first page. And please give ay greetings to Mr. Cooke,
vhose brother T-me good eno\t!^ to send ae some very useflil data froa Cambridge,
of the kind which it la rather a nuisance to asseahle.

1^'
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