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Ms, Virginia Grace

American School of Classical Studies

Athens-Greece

Dear Ms, Grace,

/. 01

N, GUWSEWiN,

c/o APAYDIN

12 rue Piccini,

75116-Paris , PRAKGE

October 9, 1988

Thank you for your letter of September 9, 1988 and your pre
cious help for sending me the photocopies of some amphoras and the
help of Ma, Petropoulakou for reading the amphora stamp,

I will acknowledge her help with pleasure.

Unfortunately, I do not have any other photographs of these
stamps. Anyway, I am sending you a different view of them with th
eir actual sizes that I have got by rubbing the pencil powder, ho
pe this will help you better. And a photograph of the amphora? wh
ich the stamps impressed below both of the handles where they meet
the shoulders - marked on the fhotograph - ,

This ZIII century amphora is now in "Samsun (Amisus)" Mu
seum, From the litreature and my own opinion too, it is a Black-s
ea jar, I do not remember that I have seen something smilar in the
Agora stuff ?

From the reading you send to me or now if you road something
else, do you have any comments what the stamp means ? (Would you
please, return me back the photograph and the rubbing papers with
your information).

About the Agora amphoras, I really like to arrange a time f-
or Athens before completing my Ph,D dissertation. But in the mean
while if Ms, Diamant like to send me some detailed information for
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the amphoras - P 4730, 15710, 10735, 3749, 12006 - and the ones P

5586, 5588, 3750, 5040, 15711, 4118, 12490 vt?hich will be checked

by Prof, Thompson, I will be appreciated.

For the clay analysis, you say that they could be done there.
Do you mean American School ? I prefer that all the samples would
be done in a same laboratory. Do you think that I may talk the per
mission problems with Mr, Empereur from French School ?

About the Japanese scholars, you refer Prof, Aoyoghi's name.
Would you please give me his address perhaps it might be better to
write to him again.

Dear Ms, Grace, I am going back to Paris in a couple of days
for the new scholar year. Principally, I will write down ray disse
rtation in 1989% I will be both in France and Turkey,

I feel very tired and mixed up as everybody before their fi
nal thesis, I would be very glad if you give me some morale beside
your very valuable knowledge about the subject.

Dear Ms, Grace, hope to continue our correspondence which is
a very important courage for me, and looking forward to hearing f-
rom you soon.

Yours sincerelvj

;^gi8 GUnsENIW
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Olden Lane

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES V Telephone (609) 734-8304
Homer A. Thompson \ 'v ^ Telefax (609) 924-8399
Professor Emeritus / / Telex 229 734 lASUR

/ / ^

December 14, 1989

Miss Vergis Gunsenin
Erenkou Cami Sok
Edin Apt. 2/5
81060 Istanbul

TURKEY

Dear Miss Gunsenin:

Thank you very much for your offprint on Byzantine
amphorae in the museums of Turkey. It is good to have the
existing material so well classified. I wish you every success
in carrying out the program you have outlined in your final
paragraph, especially the determination of the places of origin
of the various types.

I am glad to know that you have made contact with my
colleague in the Agora, Or Virginia Grace, and I assume that
she has drawn to your attention all the relevant material found
in the Agora. You should feel free to refer to any of this
material that may help in your further research, and to
illustrate characteristic examples. I am speaking only of
pieces found before 1968; for later finds you may communicate
with my successor in the directorship: Professor T. Leslie
Shear at Princeton University. One of the most interesting
deposits of pottery of your special period came from a well
excavated by Professor Shear in 1980-82: Hesperia 53, 1984,
pp. 50-57.

With every good wish for you further research.

Yours sincerely,

T.
Homer A. Thompson

cc Dr Virginia R. Grace
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American tichiol of Classical Studies
54 Svjodias Strtet, Athens 106 76, Greece

October 3, 1989

j Dear Homer,

I Afew words on Miss Gilnsenin, ¥jhom living in Paris seems to have made
(
? rather more uppish. She will probably be asking your permission to use

Agora material in publications,not just in her dissertation. I told her that before

releasing any large part of our finds, you would no doubt want to see what she

could do. So she is going to send you an offprint of what she wrote for the

French School's colloquium on Byzantine pottery, in a BCH Suppl. And plans to

send more when the next piece comes out. I don't know whether for instance you

have assigned Byzantine amphoras to others".' I gather Aliscn is not interested?

"<Vhat about Timothy Gregory? I myself want to use three of them in an article

I hope I will write on (try again) "Shapes and Sizes" which

is to take up what they did in various places and at various periods to provide

containers of various capacities. The kernel is formed by two Thasian amphoras

having the same stamp, the two left in the enclosed photocopy. You can see how

if you only had pieces of the tro, which is usually the case, working out shape

development would be hard, other classes may make miniatures .to get small sizes,

aT"d the Byz. iars are i iVe that. Or mimiatures with oversized tops (nock plus handles

as the rthodians did (and as seems natural, from the way children's heads are bigger

in proportion// than t lose of growups). The capacities of the cortainors that wo

have been able to measure are interesting in relation to existing labelled ancient

measures; they think of these sometimes in odd ways - ElfDtlSKTON, for a sixth,

which is two choes, like our Attic klopsydra.

May I ask you a favor? - to pass on this small check to Brook* Levy. In send
ing me the interesting list of lectures at the Princeton Society, she crossed out

the request for the sort of dues that it has, which I like to pay. And so did not

enclose the addressed en-elope. And so I don't have her address. And can't thank
K.r for . boot I found „oat abaorblne: Th. B..,
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SUR EES AMPHORES BYZANTINES

DANS EES MUSEES TURCS

Nous conaaissons rimportance des terres anatoliennes a travers rhistoire et les
civilisations qui s'y sont devcloppees. Ces terres ont toujours ete traversees, depuis les
epoques antiques, par des voies commerciales sur lesquelies ont ete crees des centres
importants; par ailleurs, etant entourees de trois grandes mers. eiies representent la zone
essentielle du commerce maritime de la Mer Noire et de la .Mediterranee orientale ayant
pour centre Constantinople. Ces lignes maritimes sont aussi importantes que les terres
anatoliennes pour le commerce des marchandises. Quant au.x amphores, elles representent
le moyen primordial utilise pour le transport de ces marchandises. II est done normal
qu'on rencontre en Turquie des amphores de toutes les epoques. Ceci est d'ailleurs prouve
par les fouilles sous-marines qui ont eu lieu au cours des annees recentes'. .Mais il reste
beaucoup a faire pour mieu.x connaitre I'histoire des echanges commerciau.x en Turquie a
I'epoque byzantine meme si archeologues et historiens ont bien etudie les oeuvres de cet
empire millenaire.

Notre objectif est d'attirer I'attention sur ce point et d'essayer d'ameliorer nos
connaissances en citant divers travau.x d'introduction deja faits et en fournissant dans cet
article, des elements inedits existant en Turquie meme. Notre etude est le fruit d'un
travail systematique depuis 1984 dans quinze musees, allant de la Mediterranee au.x cotes
figeennes, sur la Mer de Marmara ainsi qu'a Sinop et Samsun sur la Mer Noire.

Les e.xemplaires illustres se situent entre les ix' et xin' siecles et sont remarquables
par leur abondance, plus particulierement dans la region de la Mer de Marmara et de la
Mer Noire (fig. 1). Par ailleurs, on constate que ces amphores ont pour origine, dans la
plupart des cas, des pays situes au bord de la Mer Noire^.

(1) Lea recherchea de I'lnstitute of Nautical .Archaeology (IN.A) mettent ('accentsur lea typea d'amphores
datant de I'Jgedu bronze tardif juaqu'a I'epoque byzantine (ae referer au.x series de ('International Journal of
Nautical .Archaeology (I.JN.A) sur les fouilles qui ont ete effectuees en Turquie).

(2) Dans la presentation de chaque type d'amphore nous soulignons precisement les regions de
provenance.
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Fig. 2. — Amphore du type 1 du musee d'Izmir.
Inv. n" 2711 : II. 37,5 cm, D. embouchure 8.7 cm,

D. panse 30,9 cm.

Fig. 3. — .Amphore du type 1 du musee de Bursa.
Inv. n" 4212 : M. 35 cm. D. embouchure 9.5 cm,

D. panse 30 cm.

Nous devons ici preciser un point qui nous parait particulierement important; pour
ne pas commettre d'erreur quant a leur origine, on a controle la provenance des amphores
dans les inventaires, ne retenant que celles decouvertes dans la region meme du musee.
Ces travaux realises dans les musees, nous donnent une certaine idee sur la frequence des
amphores en Turquie, mais, malheureusement, cette enquete est dependante des
datations precedentes parce que le materiel utilise reste jusqu'a nos jours isole de tout
contexte. Tout en esperant le developpement approfondi de ces points qui devront etre
repris par des travaux stratigraphiques, essayons de definir les differents types
d'amphores.

Type I.

Les amphores du type I, plus abondantes que les autres, sont caracterisees par des
stries horizontales tout autour de la panse (fig. 2). Elles ont un col has et large et des anses
petites mais massives qui_d^^^t I'embouchure. La fabrication est souvent assez
sommaire, les cols et les anses sont irreguliers. On observe tres bien le retrecissement au
raccord entre la panse et le fond. Leur pate est constituee d'une argile rouge-orange
soutenu ou beige-chamois et quelquefois friable. Les hauteurs varient entre 28 cm et
48 cm, le diametre de la panse entre 24 cm et 41 cm. le diametre de I'embouchure entre

"Vwr

^.03
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I^ig- -I- — Les amphores du type I du musee d'Izmir. De gauche a droile :
inv. n" 6d29 : H. 28 cm, D. embouchure 7.2 cm, D. pause 2-1 cm;
inv, n" 2040 : H. 33,6 cm, D. embouchure 8.1 cm, D. pause 26,9 cm;
iuv. n" 2711 ; cf. fig. 2.
inv. u" 2720 : II. 47.9 cm, D. embouchure 7 cm, D. pause 40.7 cm.

7 cm et 11,5 cm, Sur un certain nombre d'entre elles, on observe des timbres a mi-anse et
des gralfiti sur le haut de la panse. Des amphores sembiabies a celies-ci 'orTt^te deja
trouvees en Bulgarie (Svichtov)®, Roumanie (Dinogetia)^ et URSS (Sarkel, Kerg)'.
D'apres ces recherches, on pent les dater entre ies ix" et xr siecles®.

En Turquie, elles ne se trouvent guere en Mediterranee. Leur presence augmente a
partir du musee d'Izmir (fig. 4), A Qanaklc^e '̂leur'̂ ri^mbre atteint une trentaine (la
piupart des amphores de ce musee vient de Bozcaada)'. On trouve une autre collection
assez importante au musee de Bursa (fig. 3)®, provenant d'une epave decouverte au large

(3) Cangova, 1959, p, 250, fig. 5.
(4) Barnea, 1967, p. 252, fig. 154.
(5) Yakobson, 1979, fig. 43/5.6.
(6) Et plus particulieremeut du x* siecle d'apres le materiel iuedit de Sara^haue (renseiguement

aimablement fourui par J.W. Hayes).
(7) D'apres les renselguemeuts recueillis au musee.
(8) On peut considerer les exemples de Bursa comme des variantes, car ils ont uu col plus haut, des anses

au-dessous de 1embouchure et une pause plus reguliere (retrecissemeut molns visible entre le fond et la panse).



du petit village d'Erdek-Marmara®. D'apres la publication de Demangel-Mamboury sur
les amphores qui se trouvent maintenant au musee d'IstanbuP", on sait qu'elles ont ete
reutilisees comme materiaux de construction wau palais des Manganes a Saint-Georges et
le long des niurs maritimes))'^. Au niusee de Sinop et Samsun, les amphores de ce type
sont massivement representees. Dans la fouille sous-marine de I'lnstitute of Nautical
Archaeology a Serge Limani, la plupart des amphores contenues dans la cargaison etaient
de ce type-la*^. Les recherches sous-marines du meme Institut autour de la Mer de

.'Marmara ont permis de retrouver d'autres epaves byzantines contenant ce type
d'amphores^®.

Certaines amphores de type I devaient contenir du vin. On observe en effet par les
cassures a I'interieur de la panse un depot de resine.

Type n.

Les amphores du type II ont une panse piriforme (fig. 5). Les anses parlent de
I'epaule. montent plus haut que I'embouchure et se raccordent au col, sous la levre
rabattue pour former un ourlet. Des stries espacees decorent la panse. Failes d'une argile
beige-orange et dure. elles ont une hauteur moyenne de -13.5 cm—15,5 cm. le diametre de
la panse est de 25 cm-27 cm. le diametre de I'embouchure est 11,5 cm. Sur certaines
amphores, graffiti sur le haut de la panse. Ce type d'amphores est Lrouve en L'RSS
(Chersonese) et date des x' et xr siecles'''.

Les recherches en Turquie, nous les signalent dans la region de I'figee et de la Mer
Noire. Lorsque Ton remonte la cote anatolienne du sud vers le nord. les exemples
commencent a Izmir (fig. 6). On en retrouve a Istanbul ou elles sont aussi reutilisees dans
la construction du palais des Manganes'®. L'ne quantite assez importante d'entre elles
existe dans les musees de Sinop et Samsun (fig. 7).

Type HI.

Les amphores de type III ont une panse piriforme allongee qui presente des stries
tres serrees de I'epaule jusqu'au milieu de la panse (fig. 8). Le col est long et conique. Les
anses surhaussees font saillie bien au-dessus de I'embouchure et elles ont une section assez
epaisse. La fabrication n'est pas tres soignee et presente des irregularites. Ellessont faites
d une argile beige-chamois et dure. Les hauteurs oscillent entre 5^ cm et 63 cm, le
diametre de la panse entre 24 cm et 30 cm, le diametre de I'embouchure entre 3,5 cm et
bp cm. De nombreuses amphores possedent des graffiti sur le col. ^ >

r ~

(9) D'apres I'invenLaire du musee. ^ I.

^.of

U apres i mvenLaire du musee. ^ ^ A >j a

^0) Demangel, 1939, ng. 198/4. /)tr5 Afc-..^ J
(11) Ibid., pp. 45-46. 148-149. {

I (12) G. Bassand F.H. VAN Doorninck Jr., «An 11th centurv Shipwreck at Ser^e Liman. Turkev"./JA.-l
(1978), 7.2 p. 126.

(13) C. PuLAK, «1984 Marmara Siiaiti .Ara§tirmalarii), III. Ara§lirma Sonuglan Toplaniisi (1958). p. 44.
fig. 2; p. 61, fig. 8.

(14) Yakobson, 1979, fig. 68/1.
(15) Demangel, 1939, ibid., fig. 198/1, pp. 45-46, 148-149.



Fig. 5-6. — .\niphore du type 2 du musee d'Izmir. Inv. n" 1775; 11. d5,-l cm. D. embouchure 11.5 cm,
D. panse 26.8 cm.

f'g- 7- — Amphore du type 2 du musee de Samsun. Exposee.
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Fig. 8. — Amphore du type 3 du musee de Sam^um.
Inv. n" 8.*J.1977 : II. 69.9 cm. D. embouchure 3.5 cm.

D. panse 95.8 cm.

Ce type d'amphores est assez repandu autour de la Mer Noire, soil en Bulgarie
(Sozopol)"®, soil en Roumanie (Dinogetia)", soil en URSS (Chersonese, Odessa, Kerg,
Ukraine)'®. 11 y a aussi des exemples en Mediterranee, notamment a Chypre'®, en Israel®®,

(16) Cangova, 1959, p. 257, fig. II.
(17) Barnea, 1967, p. 260, Fig. 159/4.
(18) Yakobson, 1979, fig. 68/5, 6, 7, 8.
(19) Megaw, 1972, fig. 27; J. Rosseb, «Excavalions at Saranda Kolones. Paphos, Cyprus (1981-198.3)i>,

Dumbarlon Oaks Papers 39 (1985), p. 86, Fig. C.
(20) A. Zemer, Storage Jars in Ancient Sea Trade (1977), plate 25, n" 74.

Hot-
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Fig. 9. — Amphore du type
3 du musee de Sinop. Inv.
n- -2.1.85 (2830) : H. 64 cm, ^

D. embouchure 4 cm,
D. panse 24" cm. p fi 7-

Fig. 10. — Cf. lig. 8. Fig. 11. — Amphore du type 3
du musee d'Izmir. Inv. n" 2717 ;

II. 67 cm, D. embouchure 6,5 cm,
" D. panse "29.5 cm.

en Grece-', et aussi, semble-t-il, en Italie (cf. n. 24). D'apres ces recherches, elles ont ete
datees du .xir au xiii' siecles^^.

En Turquie, la piupart des exemples de ce type se trouvent au Musee de Sinop
(fig. 9), etau Musee de Samsun (fig. 10), a rexception dune seule au Musee de Tekirdag et
de deux au Musee d'lzmir (fig. 11).

On peut regulierement observer sur les anses de ce tvpe d'amphores, aussi bien en
Turquie qu'en Italie^* et qu'en Grece", d'abondants Mveoles dont Torigine, pour
1instant, nous est inconnue (traces de degraissant vegetal

(21) Amphore non publiee de I'Agora d'.Athenes. n" P 10735 el datee du xiii' sieclejatLY,.Grace.
(2-2) Et plus particulierement du xir siecle d'apres le materiel "rni^lTae "Sar^ane (renseignement

aimablement fourni par J.W. Hayes).
(^) Ce type damphores presente des variantes selon la forme de la panse. ou des anses plus ou moins

allongees. Je pense que I'airement de la panse et des anses commence au xiir siecle.
(24) AOtrante, d'apres P. Arthur, que je remercie pour les confirmations qu'il ma donnees.
(•-o) Ar.Agora d'Athenes. d'apres V. Grace, que je remercie pour les conlirmations qu'elle m'a donnees.

c;



Fig. 12. — Amphore du type 4
du musee de Tekirdag. Inv. n" 3-19 :
II. 41,7 cm, D. embouchure 5,1 cm,

D. panse 32.7 cm.

i.i'-rS.T;;:.-

H.o^

Fig. 13. — Amphore du type 4 du musee; —\
de Sinop. Inv. n" 3.24.73 (1665); II. 56 cm, J 'f' 7^

D. embouchure 6,6 cm.D. panse 56 cm. '

Fig. 14. — Amphore du type 4 du musee de Samsum. Inv. n" 3.2.1985, exposee.

? 2.i^n



Type IV.

Les amphores du type IV sont de grande taille (fig. 12), ont une panse conique, tres
arge a mi-hauteur avec une haute epaule convexe, un col court etdes anses qui depassent
Iembouchure et syraccordent directement. Elies ont une fabrication plus soignee que les
autres leur pat_e vane du marron au rouge-orange et elle est dure. Les hauteurs varient
entre 4~ cm et /O cm, le diametre de la panse varie entre 33 cm et 60 cm. le diametre de
1embouchure entre 5 cm et 8 cm. Des timbres circulaires sont parfois disposes a la base
de I anse.

Des amphores du meme type ont ete trouvees en Bulgarie (.Vesebar)-®, en URS3 (a
Chersonese, a Balaklava, a Kerc)-" et datees des xir et xiii' siecles. En Turquie. de
nombreux exemples du type ont ete localises particulierement dans la remon de la \Ier
.•Vo.re. Les deux musees de Sinop (fig. 13) et de Samsun (fig. 14) en ont des exemples assez
nombreux . Comme pour le type HI, il y en a une au Musee de Tekirdag (cf. fig. 12).
Peut-etre est-ce a ^ause de la situation geographique de Tekirdag^ qui est une ville tres
proche des pays Balkaniques ? Lj L, ^ P , )

Cette recherche concernant quatre types d'amphores byzantines met en evidence
leur frequence sur les cotes de la .\Ier de Marmara et de la .Mer Noire. Les e.xemplaires que
nous possedons proviennent, dans la plupart des cas. des pays se trouvant sur la cdte de la
Mer Noire- . Dapres les etudes historiques; «le trajet de la Mer Noire a la Mer Egee etait
une hgne maritime tres importante apartir de la fin du x' siecle, en partie grace au centre
I'Lrfnr'Ia I-' ^n Toccurence les amphores. confirme doneP nee de ces lignes maritimes. Des recherches plus poussees permettront de mieux
preciser la duree et 1intensite de ces echanges comrnerciaux. Ces recherches seront
poursuivies dans une these de doctorat qui sera fondee sur un examen approfondi des
collections des musees turcs, essentiellement ceux situes sur les cotes de la Mer Noire.

essaierons quand la collecte des amphores aura ete completee. de preciser la
dVs ces amp ores en essayant notamment de degager des types moins diffuses et
irnniT f ; ^identifier leur zone de production par des analyses qui
Hp foi.P= au facies geologique des zones concernees. La trouvaille d'argilieres etde fours permettra de preciser leur provenance.

Nergis Gunsenim.

(26) Cangova, 1959, p. 257, fig. 12.
(27) Yakobson, 1979, fig. 69/1,4.

ItsS"iirS" 1. t.rm, d. 1. p.„.. ,„i p.„. p,..
dans les collectbnVdT'̂ TTs'eV^F^end'an/lTdSS "T" " eeaieente sans cesse
-^.iea. 4de. .asive.. q.SlTn.s J.taSS
paras'? ^ Ce'"™ee', .> 0. m-llOO Sfappin, rand, (1978). p. 16
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Olden Lane "
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES Telephone (609) 734-8304
Homer A. Thompson Telefax (609) 924-8399
Professor Emeritus Telex 229 734 lASUR

January 27, 1989

Miss Nergis GUnsenin
Erenkby Cami sok.
Edin Apt., 2/5
81060 Istanbul
TURKEY

Dear Miss GUnsenin:

Your letter of January 19th has just now arrived requesting permission to
refer in your Ph.D. dissertation to Byzantine amphorae in the Athenian Agora

Nos. P 3750, 4118, 5040, 5586, 5588, 12490 and 15711
this in addition to those previously requested

Nos. P 3749, 4730, 10735, 12006 and 15710

You may indeed refer to all these amphorae in your dissertation and
illustrate them provided that Dr Virginia Grace has no objection. I am sending
Miss Grace a copy of this letter so that if she has any reservations she may let
you know. I assume that you will arrange about photographs with Mrs Jan
Diamant, Secretary of the Agora Excavations.

With all good wishes for the progress of your dissertation.

Yours sincerely,

/VW-A
Homer A. Thompson

cc Dr Virginia Grace

4.



AGORA EXCAVATIONS

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES

GR - 106 76

ATHENS

Ms Negris Giinsenin
Erenkoy Cami sok.
Edin Apt. 2/5
81060 Istanbul

Turkey

1

1-

3 January, 1989

Dear Miss Giinsenin,

Here are the photographs you ordered in September. I understand
that Miss Grace has sent you photocopies of P 5588, 3750, 5040, 15711,
4118. I can send you photographs for study purposes only, but you
should have permission from Mr Thompson before including them in your
thesis.

I enclose one of our request forms for samples for scientific
analysis. In addition to completing this form for us, you will
have to obtain permission from the Ephoreia of the Acropolis.
You should write to Mrs E. Touloupa, A Ephoreia, 2-4 Makriyianni street
Athens; giving the inventory numbers of the pieces of which you want
samples, and stating the type of analysis, where it is to be done,
how much sample is required, and anything else you think the Greek
Archaeological Service would want to know. As Miss Grace said in
her letter to you, it usually takes a long time for permission to
come through, and often permission is not given at all if the tests
could be done in Greece.

Also enclosed is a form letter granting you formal permission
to use the photographs in your thesis, and an invoice with charges
for the photographs.

Yours sincerely.

Jan Diamant (Mrs), secretary
Agora Excavations
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Amorioan School of Classical S-fcudias
54 Swedias Straet, Athens 106 76, Greece

September 9, 1988

Ms, Nergis G{insenin
Eronlc5y Cami sole.
Edin apt,, 2/5
81060 - ISTANBUL
TURKEY

Dear Ms, Gflnsonin,

Vary good that you have Professor Thompdon's permission to illustrate in

yout PhD dissertation photographs of Agora P 3749, 4730, 19735, 12006 and 15710.

Right now the office and services of the Agora are closed for holidays, and

Trill reopen about the end of September. I Tiill refer your letters to Mrs, «5an

Diamant, who is in charge of the Agora records, for attention after she comes

back. She will probably have more recent information that I have about the

possibility of getting permission to export from Greece pieces for analysis.

There have sometimes been long delays before such permission was received from

the Ministry.

In the meanwhile I enclose photocopies for study of the amphoras in your second

list. The inventory numbers are under the individual photos,

I would suggest that you make a first draught of your text, whatever refers to

material in Greece, and then as soon as it can be arranged come back hare to control

your text, get measurements, study contexts (TPinding places" and their dates), which

usually need some study, because more is known now than was known many years ago

when those items wore excavated. Perhaps your clay analyses could be done here.

Unfortunately we are not able to read the interesting stamps of which you send
photos, which you say are both on a 13th century Byzantine amphora. Try to get
very sharp photographs of these, and at exactly actual size, and be sure to publish

with them a good photograph of the amphora, if possible at bne tenth exactly,

I wish you good progress in your work, and look forward to seeing you here
again.

Yours sincerely,
V

Virginia R, Grace
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August 29, 1988

'̂ •^1

Ma, Hergia aUjsSENtK
Erenkoy Caml eok, "

Edin apt,, 2/5

81060 - ISTANBUL

TURKEY

Me, Virginia GRACE

American School of ClasBioal Studies

Atnens,

Dear Ms, Grace,

I hope, you have already received the copy of the enclosed
letter from Mr, Homer A, Thompson, '

As you had recommended to me, during our meeting at
the Athenian Agora in April, 1987, I wrote to him and requ- "
ested his approval, in order to illus^;rate some amphoras
from the Agora for my Ph,D, thesis.

He kindly replied me, as you had done,
I have been already had the phptocopies of the conce»

rning amphoras, which are, P 4730, I57IO, 10735, 3749 and
12006,

What I need is, to obtain their photographs (for pubr .
lication) and detailed information about their original pl
ace of finding and their date, I think that you have satis
fied reports from the Agora excavations.

Also, during our visit at the Agora, I have referred
some other amphoras, like, P 5588, 3750, 5040, I57II, 41I8
and 12490, I checked their numbers from my notes afterwards.
If you please, send me any information similar (photos, da
tes,,, etc,) for those amphoras too, I shall be very happy
Mr. Maurloe PIOOB. from the CURS laboratory-Lyon. will mata
clay analyses with the eamplee of the amphoras that I have



furnished, all over the Turkey, I wonder whether it may be

any occasion to do the same analyses with the samples of the

Agora amphorae that mentioned above, I remember that, it is

possible to have some pieces from the amphoras, as many of
them are broken.

Would you please think of this' and try to find a pos
sibility to send them whether to Mr, PICON or to me; these

kind of chemical and physical analyses are very important in

order to detremine the origins of the ceramics,

I also, send a letter (also sending a copy to you) to
Japenese about their wreck excavation in Syria, But I revei-
ved no information since then. Do you continue your corres-
pondance with them ?

Dear Ms, Grace, during this summer time (July, 1988)
we started to excavate the amphora kilns in DATQA (Knidos pe
ninsula) with Jean Yves EMPREUR, He differed various names
and workshops from the stamp handles,^We always talk of you
with respect,

I do not know, if I can come to Athens soon, but I rea-
ly like to see you again and talk to you,

Hope I did not take too much of your time. Please give
my best to all the persons that I met at the Agora,

Looking forward to hearing from you, with my thanks and

much love.

Yours ^ithfuly

(ergis GDNSENtN

N,B, Dear Ms, Grace, would you pleasp help me to read the
stamps enclosed finding on a century Byzanti
ne amphora. Any comments upon will make me very hap
py.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 08310

Telephone: (609) 73'»-80CK) Telex: 857 680

SC.H(X31. OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

December 18, 1987

Miss Nergis Gunsenin
c/o Lannon
43 rue Spontini
75116-Paris
FRANCE

Dear Miss Gunsenin;

I am qlad to learn that you have been able to look at the Byzantine
amphorae from the Agora Excavations and to discuss them with Miss Virginia
Grace.

You mav indeed refer in your Ph.D. dissertation to the relevant pieces
from the Ag"a and to illustrate them. This applies to P4730. 157W, 10736,
3^49, and 12006. We shall be much interested to learn how the amphorae found in
Athens relate to those knov/n from Asia Minor.

Apart from the article by Miss Alison Frantz in Hesperia /, 1938, pp.
429-467 little has been written about Byzantine*pottery from the Agora, nor are
the Athenian finds of this'period as interesting as those from Corinth. But
more will be said about the Agora material in a volume on the Byzantine/Turkish
period now in preparation.

With best wishes for the completion of your thesis and cordial greetings
for the holiday season.

cc Prof. J.-P. Sodini
Miss V. Grace

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson



Hui-glii (JUN^liNl.N

c/o Lannon

^3, rue Spontini
75116 Paris
FRANCE Paris, 2'Jth February I988.

Cop^-y

Dear Sir,

Attn.: Mr Shozo TANABE

Working Committee for Excavation
Syrian Pottery
Director

Chief of Inquiry Section
Institute of Archaelogical Research
2-116, Uryuyama Kitashirakawa
Sakyo-Ku
Kyoto 606
JAPAN

I had been informed of your wreck excavation along the Syrian Coasts by
Ms Virginia Grace during my presence in Athens, for the colloquim on Byzantine
Pottery at the French School; 8-11 April I987.

As to myself, I am preparing a PhD thesis at the University of Paris I Pantheon
Sorbonne on the Byzantine Amphoras 10th-13th centuries along the Turkish
Coasts, and naturally I'm particularly interested in your excavations.

Up to now, I worked in 17 museums in Turkey and discovered many amphoras
of which some concern your wreck's cargo (an article of mine about my surveys
will be published in "Supplements de Bulletin de Correspondence Helldniaue"
soon). . ,

At the same time, I've furnished many samples of these amphoras on which
we can make some clay analyses here in France in order to de '̂termine the
origins of the amphorae.

I would like to know whether you have done such analyses and if not, may
be it would interest you to send me some samples so that they can be done
altogether.

During my works in September I987, in the Istanbul Archaelogical Museum
Mr Alpay Pasinli gave me some information and showed me some pictures of
your wreck's amphoras. What results do you have up to now about the root
of the ship? Any kind of information would interest me a lot. Would it
be possible to receive some publications on this matter.

Hoping to continue our correspondance as a mutual exchange of information

T ® possible collaboration which could be beneficial to bothyou and I, and wishing to read from you soon, I remain

Yours Sincerely,

Nergis GUNSENIN,



" ' '" 5
Agora, September 9, 1988

Dear Jan,

You may recall the visit earlier this year of this Turkish girl archaeologist.

Miss Gtinsenin, who is working on amphoras of the Byzantine period, and whose

papers-copies of them - I enclose here. She will need your help after your holiday,

t&ne of the relevant things I don't know, is whether this material, or some

of it, has been assigned to somebody else, perhaps Timothy Crrogory, who certainly

borrowed my who* file of Byxantine shapes some years ago. (Homer se^ras to indicate

that Alison Frantz has no interest in these jars, at any rate, I mean in his letter

of which I attach a copy here.)
j

You note I amsending photocopies of (in some cases) enlargements of old photos

of Miss Gdnsenin's 89con,d list. HAT -was pretty precise as to what he was permitting

her to do - see copy of his letter attached - so I suppise she ought to get his

permission for this list also, before having publication photos.

r-



American School of Classical Studies
54 Swcdias Street, Athens 106 76, Greoce

September 9, 1988

Ms, Nergis Gtlnsenin
ErenkBy Gamins ok. '-s

\o.oz.

V/ -

Edin apt., 2/5
81060 - ISTANBUL ^ ^v. J
TURKiSY / ,

Dear Ms. GUnsonin,

Very good that you have Professor Thompdon's permission to/illustrate in

yout PhD dissertation photographs of Agora P 3749, 4730, 19735, 12006 and 15710.

Right now the office and services of the Agora are closed for holidays, and

Tflll reopen about the end of September. I will refer your letters to Mrs. «5an

Diamant, who is in charge of the Agora records, for attention after she comes

back. She will probably have more recent infoi*mation that I have about the

possibility of getting permission to export from Greece pieces for analysis.

There have sometimes been long delays before such permission was received from

the Ministry.

In the meanwhile I enclose photocopies for study of the amphoras in your second

list. The inventory numbers are under the individual photos.

I would suggest that you make a first draught of your text, whatever refers to

material in Greece, and then as soon as it can be arranged come back here to control

your text, get measurements, study contexts C^inding places" and their dates), which

usually need some study, because more is known now than was known many years ago

when these items were excavated. Perhaps your clay analyses could be done here.
')t J TT SJ

/iT, /IT,grV nfortunately we are not able to read the interesting stamps of which you send
photos, which you say are both on a 13th century Byzantine amphora. Try to get

"O sharp photographs of these, and at exactly actual size, and be sure to publish
r>r. srs^ witn them a good photograph of the amphora, if possible at ibne tenth exactly.

I wish you good progress in your work, and look forward to seeing you here
again.

Yours sincerely,

^
'^''irginia R. Grace
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SB GilseninJ

^rs. •^9tropo,lakou, back from a holiday, has mada the above reading; of one

hhe two stamps of wh^oh you sent me photographs, When publishing, you should

knowlodfre her help, I attach a sbetoh to show you how the letters fit in. We

ow of no other eraionle of this stamp, riease send me, if a'amiable, a phobo-

1iph showing the shape of the amphora. Are the stamps Impresned on the shoulder?

W4th rerard to the Japanese scholars, I received a nonto letter a^out a vear
af o '"rom J^rofeseor Aoyoghi, in which he told «e he had b-en studying the dlffl.sion

01 the amphora shape characteristic jf the cargo t ,ey have found, and hoped to
piblTsh soon on the subject. 1 ac mowledged his letter in November 1987, and ha/e

( b heard further. • — —
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August 29, I98S

\rc

Ma, Nergis gDmSEKIN
Erenkoy Cam! sok, '

Edin apt,, 2/5

81060 - ISTANBUL

TURKEY

Ms, Virginia GRACE

American School of Glasaical Studies

Atnens,

Dear Ms, Grace,

I hope, you have already received the copy of the enclosed

letter from Mr, Homer A, Thompson, '

As you had recommended to me, during our meeting at

the Athenian Agora in April, 196?, I wrote to him and requ
ested his approval, in order to illu^rate some amphoras
from the Agora for my Ph,D, thesis.

He kindly replied me, as you had done,
I have been already had the phptocopies of the conce

rning amphoras, which are, P 4730, I57IO, I0735» 3749 and
12006,

What I need is, to obtain their photographs (for pub
lication) and detailed information about their original pl
ace of finding and their date, I think that you have satis
fied reports from the Agora excavations.

Also, during our visit at the Agora, I have referred
some other amphoras, like, P 5588, 3750, 5040, I57II, 4II8
and 12490, I checked their numbers from my notes afterwards.
If you please, send me any information similar (photos, da-
tes,,,etc,) for those amphoras too, X shall be very happy,
Mr, Maurice PIGOH, from the OURS laboratory-Lyon, will make
clay analyses with the samples of the amphoras that I have

lO.o'^
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furnished, all over the Turkey, I wonder whether it may be

any occasion to do the same analyses with the samples of the

Agora amphoras that mentioned above, I remember that, it is
possible to have some pieces from the amphoras, as many of

them are broken.

Would you please think of this and try to find a pos

sibility to send them whether to Mr, PICON or to raej these

kind of chemical and physical analyses are very important in

order to detremine the origins of the ceramics,

I also, send a letter (also sending a copy to you) to

Japenese about their wreck excavation in Syria, But I revei-

ved no information since then. Do you continue your corres-

pondance with them ?

Dear Me, Grace, during this summer time (July, 1988)

we started to excavate the amphora kilns in DATQA (Knidos pe
ninsula) with Jean Yves EMPREUR, He differed various names

and workshops from the stamp handles,^We always talk of you
with respect,

I do not know, if I can come to Athens soon, but I rea-
ly like to see you again and talk to you,

Hope I did not take too much of your time. Please give
my best to all the persons that I met at the Agora,

Looking forward to hearing from you, with my thanks and

much love.

Yours ^ithfuly.

ergis GUnSENIN ^
0

N,B, Dear Ms, Grace, would you pleasa help me to read the ^
stamps enclosed finding on a century Byzanti-X
ne amphora. Any comments upon will make me very hap-

py
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
/ PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY OSYIO

Tiltphonc: (609) 7J1-8000 Telex: 837 680

S(.H(X71. or HISTORICAL STUDIES

Miss Nergis Gunsenin
c/o Lannon
43 rue Spontini
75116-Paris
FRANCE

Dear Miss Gunsenin:

December 18, 1987

I am qlad to learn that you have been able to look at the Byzantine
amphorae from the Agora Excavations and to discuss them with Miss Virginia
Grace.

Vou may indeed refer in yonr Ph.D. fifSf
frnio the Aqora and to illustrate them. This applies to P4730, 15710, 10^5,
3749, and 12005. We shall be much interested to learn how the amphorae found
Athens relate to those known from Asia Minor.

Apart from the article by Hiss Alison Frantz in Hesperia 7, 1938, pp.
429-467 little has been written about Byzantinw pottery from the Agora, nor are
the Athenian finds of this period as interesting as those
more will be said about the Agora material in a volume on the Byzantine/Turkish
period now in preparation.

With best wishes for the completion of your thesis and cordial greetings
for the holiday season.

Yours sincerely,

Homer A. Thompson

cc Prof. J.-P. Sodini
Miss V. Grace



N.wgl:; OUNLiliNLN

c/o Lannon

'r?*, rue Spontini
7Sll'j Paris
KHANCP

Cop^-/

Dear Sir,

10^ ID

Paris, 2Ath February I988.

Attn.; Mr Shozo TANABE

Working Committee for Excavation
Syrian Pottery
Director

Chief of Inquiry Section
Institute of Archaelogical Research
2-116, Uryuyama Kitashirakawa
Sakyo-Ku
Kyoto 606
JAPAN

I had been informed of your wreck excavation along the Syrian Coasts by
Ms Virginia Grace during my presence in Athens, for the colloquim on Byzantine
Pottery at the French School; 8-11 April I987.

As to myself, 1 am preparing a PhD thesis at the University of Paris 1 Pantheon-
Sorbonne on the Byzantine Amphoras 10th-13th centuries along the Turkish
Coasts, and naturally I'm particularly interested in your excavations.

Up to now, 1 worked in 17 museums in Turkey and discovered many amphoras
of which some concern your wreck's cargo (an article of mine about my surveys
will be published in "Supplements de Bulletin de Correspondance Hellenique", '
soon). ' . t

At the same time, I've furnished many samples of these amphoras on which
we can make some clay analyses here in France in order to determine the
origins of the amphoras.

I would like to know whether you have done such analyses and if not, may
be it would interest you to send me some samples so that they can be done
altogether.

During my works in September I987, in the Istanbul Archaelogical Museum,
Mr Alpay Pasinli gave me some information and showed me some pictures of
your wreck s amphoras. What results do you have up to now about the root
of the ship? Any kind of information would interest me a lot. Would it
be possible to receive some publications on this matter.

Hoping to continue our correspondance as a mutual exchange of information
of any kind and a possible collaboration which could be beneficial to both
you and I, and wishing to read from you soon, I remain

Yours Sincerely,

Nergis GUNSENIN.
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BYZANTINA IKA0H
ANAKAAYOBHKAN

HHN TOYPKIA
ATKYPA, 7. PoOTsp.—

Td vctvdyiG Suo 6u?avTjvuv fepiropi-
K«v oTKo^Kdv, trou eTxov vmnrnyrtOci
pcrafu ToO 7ou tcai roO 12ou cx!^
voq, dvorKCcXuit>0>>xcrv crrtq pecoyeio-
Kcq dxTEq T115 Toup«{«q, SiTtaq &vc>
KotvttGav x^? Kv6epv!^TiKo! i-trioni-
|iot.

rioXuTipoi, 8iaico<r)inpcvoi, Siorxoi
Kai TTtOopio icpoxrtoO peoro
orrd voudyia, TTJorrtutTai opoq St\
TO pcyoXuTcpo p£^^ TOU ^pTtou
TOUq XETlXoCTl^OnKC KCPcd Tlfjv OVYXP^
W1 iTTOXn-^

Td cnc-oo4)ii <Srvax€c^u<^KGv or (S>
irdoTOKTTl P&PIKWV ptXiCOV TO Evo d-
TTO TO dXXo OTOV K^XtTO TT|q 'ATTO-
Xeia^ (ScTTo tov ToOpxo dpxa»oX6yo
'Oyvou^ *BpTo(£v.

^i...
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For John Camp, on handle with Byzantine stamp

The stamp will probr.bly bo filed with those of SS 9085 (handle) and SS 9434
(?)

(neok fragment). These are similar but not from the same die, and the new item

seems to bo more like tho sooond, which seems to be out of place "or the moment,

(Both were rephotographed in 1966.) On the two mentioned, a reading has been

tentatively made: Bni INOKENTIOSt A]PX(0)Y • In the new one, the end of

tho name seoms to be clearly NTOY (no iota). After that comes SUaI i/Yhen I
r9 •' % p.. n t Y"

find SS 9434, perhaps it will make some form of syAPXOMAI (be in office)','

These objetts have been dated in the 7th century A.D., of. Heaperia Suppl,

VIII, p, 188, no. 14, where the two above-mentioned are cdted; the total number we
Of, also Sup 1, X, p. 171, no. 214,

have of these stamps are few,^^Date above based on some resemblance of the figure
in the stamps to tose in certain coins. But in addition, SS 9434 has fair 7th

century context, as siumarized by M,Crosby, BB notebook, p. 1124,

y--'D.M.Metoalf looked at our stanpa of this ^pe 6n 19.VIII. 59. He noted bare heads

and other features that do not go with imperial dress. Ho suggested the persons

named may be provincial officials.

In the meanwhile, AA has found the temporarily missing SS 9434, It is closer to

the new stamp than is SS 9085, but not exactly the same. The new stamp is much the

best impression.

'̂7
%H sV'l

5»4^ I 4
t- f



L. BYZANTINE ^ ^

This handle has been published; see Hes-

peria, Suppl. VIII, 1949, pi. 20, 14, where it is
shown at a little over actual size. I have nothing

to add to the comment, p. 188.

214. (AH 194). W. 0.042 m.; T. 0.024 m.
Pis. 75 and 80 (side) (stamp shown at
slightly under actual size).

] IlToAai/xeoij [ SIC

bust of Byzantine Emperor
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Dear Mr, Morgan,

Your letter cancelled November 29, 1968, arrived at a time of
much pressure on me. So I hope you will fprglve the delay in
acknowledprnent.

I have Just now assembled your three prints as instructed, and
they made a very good underwa tei^anorama, showing clearly the
various types you list. It is interesting that there was
"Samian"ware called 3rd or li.th century AD apparently from the
same wreck. Still I cannot believe the amphoras are as early
as that.

•%y..

Thank you very much for your careful measurements made beneath
the sea,® I will keep your letter with your composite photo
graph, and both will be helpful in the study of - as I believe -
Byzantine amphoras.

I did not see the newspaper: comments on your fimds. As to where
your sample is kept, I think you told me 'n September that you
had taken it to the Byzantine -luseum, I don't take color photo
graphs myself(except cf lions and other recreational subjects)but
if permission is given at the museum, perhaps I can pursuade some
one else to photograph your donation for you.

Yours sincerely.
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Dear Virginia,

Thank you for giving attention to thoge miserable late Romai
jars and stamps from Majorca. In your letter of February 13
you wrote that you would send the rubbing of the stamp on the
toe to Letty and that you would send j^e any information which
had accrued in Athens on the two with stamps SATURINUS (one
whole jar, one fragment). The note f^om Mabel which you en
closed says that these two should belong to Letty, too. In
a letter of March 3rd Letty doesn»t mention this material.
Do you have any more information for mev Did J?°binson
have any evidence that would help in dating? Has the material
gone to Letty now?

Spring is bursting forth in Rome, j j^^ar the Romans had a
cold visit in Greece,

Marion Blake and I are starting on a two-week trip to Puglia,
Lucania and Calabria jugt after Easten. I've acquired a
Volkswagen for the occasion, hy address until the end of
June will be Scavi di frinoetop university

Aidone
Prov. di Ennsi

4̂Si".

Sicilia *'•' T.;
' '.»•

sincerely yours,

Doris M, Taylor A,' . --t •>•':>• .V,
f'lV ' . • .• ' -y zv>.v*a
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Dear Virginia, ••">; •

;. t.v •••
; -5 • . > -fi

• -.v •••' ^••.k. -*-^rj .,v,

These objects may be Betty's category, may be Mabel's,
may be unclaimed. Thus I send them to you in the hope
that you can find their home. I'd be most grateful for
any information on dates, etc.

The txvo with inscription SATURINTJS were found together
this year (Alcudia, Majorca, that is). For one I have
sent you profile (full scale, my tracing of the original),
photograph, and rubbing; for the other, only photo.
Photosare very bad, not good enough for any records but
I hope they are adequate for study now. The jug which
is almost complete has pink-buff clay, pale buff slip.
The three joining pieces which give the second example
of the name belong to a larger, fuller vase. Pull form
unknown. Clay is dark pink, coarser than first example.
I saw no evidence of a slip. Inscriptions must have been
scratched into leather-hard clay. Do you call these graf
fiti?

Third vase (photograph) is 0.25 in* In height. Clay is
red, hard and brittle. Note graffito XII on shoulder.

The assistance I received this stmmer at the Agora helped
morSthan I could have imagined. No Rhodian stamps any-
vjherel But all the material which came in at Alcudia
while I was there was imperial, primarily late third and
fourth century. Thus I was glad that I had been able to
see the pottery of Henry Robinson's publication and the
Roman red wares. Everyvjhere in museums, London and Copen
hagen in particular, I was finding terracotta problems.
The briefing in Athens was an aid. Please convey my
thanks to everyone and tell them that the assistance made
subsequent travels more profitable.

No need to return photos, profile, rubbing. Can you give
me any parallels for the stamp on the amphora foot?'' Tip
of foot must have been flattened. I can't be sure for it
was b2?oken. Nothing left of amphora except a section with
stamp.

Sincerely,



,2
1

/
>

o:
y

;

^
u

Y
\

\;-

p
C-

'



a
f

4

r p '̂1



, ' I - T*' . • i' ' : • ' ' ' • ' ''"' ' • • ' ' '' . • ' ' ' ' . , / , ,

CO. c^. ^

^"CovjsV NjOvCVOUOs, <2>i ,

w
<

>

z
H

2:
fn

Kr\
. (


