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, V ^ American School of Classical Studies
^ Svredias Streejr, Athens 106 76, Greece

>ffj^ ^ September 11, 1990

Professor Alan W, Johnston
Deparbinan+: of Classical Archaeology
Unirersity College
Govrer Street
London WCi eBT, England

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your offprint on the Storage Amphoras found at the Aph^aia

Temple. It is good to have these things published, though a task that would

daunt me - all those small bits. I am glad to hare your references to par;^-

allel material.

Some notes of commeiit and/or inquiry I
P.3«

I The sequence of^foot-profiles in my Bianckonhagen article/ is a good

reliable thing since each of tho feet is part of a whole-preserved jar (they

are not bits identified as best may be},and each of the jars has got a good

context. Only nos 1 and 2, I suppose, are of a date right for your lot, I

think my no. 2 is approaching your "re-entrant curve" on the inside. I don't

see why one should expect your material to be a'"' so closely contamporai^.

P.41

"Interesting differences": increasing length of neck and handles in

general, dm the 5th century anyhow, indicates increasing lateness. Ciinken-

beard gets this in, and I do, elsewhere, of. Hegnerde. 1971, pp.75-76.

Also p.41: !D em interested to see that you find no "lining" on the

j inner surface of your Chian and Lesbian wine jars. I think Carolyn Koehler

uses the lining occasionally present on the incide of a Corinthian B amphora

as evidence that that kind was for wine.

p.47: the Aalabaictaps material. You give no publication refarenoe. By

any chance hgj. it been published? Or any other more or less whole amphoras

found in Miiotos (and not obviously Chian or something). I do not find

Dupont very helpful.
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Further on p.47; Your 99 does look Samian, and I would like to think it

was one of a lot taken on by Darius' fleet when it assembled in Samos, of.

Hespggia 1971, p.80. I don't understand what is meant by the possibility of

"other possible places of manutfaoture" for Samian or Milesian araphoras,

unless you are thinking of later times, when the Samiana were liring away

from Samos because Athen/ians were ibcoupying Samos.

Note on p.47, lime 7 of the first paragraph, the Agora inventory number should

bo P 24869. (It is correct on your p.49.)

P. 51; For a close para''lel for your stamp, see BCH Suppl.13, p.530, fig.15b.

The stamp is on the handle of a completely prasorrod amphora. It is published

at the end of an article, "Amphores rhodiennes du Mueae de Hioosie", by I.

Nicolaou and J.-Y. Hmpereur. Ihoy don't think it is Hhodian. Perhaps he has oa''''ed

your attention to it I see that note26 continies on the next page,

and you have Emperaur's jar. You also have Agora and other references. Somewhere

in the article there might perhaps have been an acknowledgment of help received

here. You do make some acknowledgments.

Further on p. 52; Sea your note 29. Do you have infonnation on a Thasian
through

of the 6th century? as you say "archaic". Bren for bta developmen'̂ iw the 5th
century, I have not seen evidence, except scraps, and bad and contradictory

photos. It will be important to clear th^s up.

p.61; "It has generally been assumed that Samian (and perhaps Milesian)
Silver Coins of Samos (l966)

jars were oil containers." Actually Barron^^(p.7, with notes) is still tal^sing
about"the island's famous wine)! and suggesting this as referred to by the

amphoras in some of the coins. I took the trouble to look up his documentation,

and the text of mine that you cit^ is not exactly an "assumption". Ytw are

right that tlw amphoras were roused, oven as water jarsj but of course Sviian

wine and Samian oil would have bean worthy offerings, wouldn't they.

I have recently coma back from seven weeics in the U.S. Have you been in

Ureoco recently? Hope you are well.
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dra^rofthe teTSThfte to "'=•phoras of the 6th bc H a T a' °" CUau am-phXXXV. S. the lip at tottom Ita l^^fto ^ strai^Wded. Oa oar
turned back outward, forming a narroWcuff nu 17 n ^ Pl-XXXV,7 it hasming narrow cuff (ill. 4). It is the resulting effect of knobbiness

EXCEPTIONAL AMPHORA STAMPS 1~2^
121

1 (AP2422)
2 (P 24873)

1:10

|2'.-.,,:3T: k'̂ rn fsj T

r< li,: ^ /

over 4:1

impression of a Chian gem, ca. mid 5th
P /

Chian aniphoras and the
century b.c. tr- H H M

\

in ^ t ' : '' fr' •I't 'i*r ' i* i£ M»': •-

llpvSiiiliSs'iS^S

1

4 (P 2371)

r- I-h.: '{

^^ependent ?".®^Sraver has seen and shown at the bottom of his amphora. For
,he famous eem experts have identified, in this portrait of an amphora, the hand of
Li^ce, and Dexamenos of Chios.'"' His skill permits us to place ksjar in the se-

agree abit of his work quite closely. By their capacities (and archaeological
Lfore ^ad the details of shape development), our two Chian jars must date t^e one

jar ha^ k shortly after the Athenian imperial standards decree of 449 B.C., tojv^®^0 . ,to_. been accomodated by the addition of about aseventh to the old capacity, that
Pl. XXXV, 5. Apparently the new-sized jars in the old shape withbulging neck

gee ^°^rdman 1070 ,
hi'' PI. 470. p!?' 154-197,M P*- 470. on Dexamenos and his contemporaries. The cast of the gem is illustratedpoafuinan, "Three o ^ ^^"'osraph of the gem itself, with the later of our two Chian amphoras, see

reelc Gem Masters," Burlington Magazine 1969, 592, with figs. 27-28.

Stamped Chian

4JZ- 3rd ai:^ 1st centuries B.C.
r '̂̂ V- fj- •

lagynos.
B-c. (under
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