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R @u )’ P FRaSE A.thena, August 18, 1969

0 DRV =) k DN, / v v ; '

AR - il R A A4 . -9 DHmiaty Faass '

A / uan S — -} % 1€, IS } ¥ ; ¥ Sy | L'_‘ e A L v

(.i-:‘._ #7 . 1 ” :v‘ y < " i o
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lany thanks for your Yong letter of July 51. I note that on balance vou ‘) )

‘think there probebly was a Macedonpan garrison in Rhodes. (I havs also _,lookad.-w
through your interesting article on Alexander and the Rhodian conatifuﬁion,
which gives .some reforences on the garrison,) You rewmbor'we. find a change
in style in Thasian amphora stamps which seems to have follo :éd the Maoadonim
intervention in Thasos in 340 B.C. (referred to in the Thasian section of the
Delos ohapter, but I am not sure whathcr you read all these 1ntroduotory texts).
That having seem, and apperently modified, atanda.rd containers in Tha.sbs, the
Hacedonians should organize the stamping of amphorn in Rhodes ten yea.rs or ao’ (2)
later, surely nesd not imply unusual interference in looal afmirc. Perhapa at
first it was quite literally for their own unes. i.e. for the ecmiuo.ry Bupuly
of wine for their troops in Ihodes and why not slso for the Macedoniads in Bgypt,
since the bulk of known very early Rhodian stemped hendles has been found in
Alexandris. In any osse I don't soo why we have to assume (and try tcj» explain) any
consern of & dating authority with the events or products dated by his name (or,
once ‘more L. Robort, Bt.inatol. 1987, p.514, note d)s Did I, ineidentally, say
that "none of the nemes is Macodoris®? T don' think I have looked them up
systematically,  Can you give references for AFOPANOMOI in Rhédu? ' Tﬁo ti‘!‘:h
is not known in Rhodian stampe, but has been soen in' perhaps half & dozen steamps
soms of which are possibly Sinopean while others are of unidentifiod olan' ef,
BeC.H, LXXXIX, 1965, pp.635-630, ' '

I might be zomewhat depressed by your exhortations to proceed to g ZUSanIen -
fassung since indeed it was as a feat of synthesis that I wes asking your impresgion
of the Delos chaptery ¢the various local patterns of usage - also amomaljes -
recogniged and prosented, with proposed interpretetions, and shronologieal baaic,

general view in the general introdustion., 1 am not sure how much you sever by

“slassificetion” whioh"should not be an end",

But perhaps it 48 a suffieient purpose
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to produce ﬁ firm chronology, through several centuiies, of commonly found objects.
A1l statements - historical, art-historieal, economic-historicel - that can be
made about sites or levels or finds depend for their meaning on reliable dating.
fhen there is & conflict on the' dating, es at Koreni, it is not enough for any
oxport eimply ©o give judgment, For a ohronology to stend, evidence hes got to
e présan‘cod. and in comaon verms, not in the jargon and with the assumptions of
e perticular branch, In fact we cantot uss assunptions. We have to turn out our
onm, and we can asgk the same of those who do not agree with use The "machinery™”
as you call it should be demonstmted; et points where one 1is really concerned to
¥now vhet happened (and not just playing games); it is mot at all boring. You
have never given me the "good and independent grownde for aseigning the Ptolemsie
coins with ovel shield to Philadelphus™ mentioned im your letter of Ooctober 1966,

‘A kind of"interpretation” which 1 think you want ie supplied by statements
sn relative numberz found at particular sitess Thie is of course a proper sppli-
cetion of ths chromology, and one not entirely new to my readers. There is a nice
one involving Alexandria on the last page of my Picture Book,; but it 4s about
Enidian trade not Rhedien, our deta being more complete for this class., To make
quite a short statement of this character, say on the relative numbors of Rhodien
jars imported to Alexandrie at various dates, it is necessary not only to establigh
a large repertory and then & detailed ohronology of the stamp types, but also to
identify, mark and assemhle by classification numbers emd subenusbers many thousang
:tmpod‘ hendles in Alexeridria and then to mske a detailed count of the handles by
their purtiou’l'tr\ n;ar?tbors:nar fv{rmm-‘(% distinguish for instance between the
4 or 5 or 6 dirfermf;,;hhodm fabricants nsmed ws_ozm'az). Alexandria, especially
for the mase of Rhodien handles, hi.: b;cn such a orowded salvage operation that we
still do not have in Athens the name-by-name figures for a M1l count by date, even
if we lmew more fully ebout dates then we do. FPirst necessities there were to

jdentify and mark and check and install in the Museum while we still hed Miss

Turzynskl who naturally beceme increasingly sompetent at these tasks.
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Against this background, there was a Heichslheim flavour to the mipemmmk
statement ih the manusoript of your book, quoto;d in &;our letter of 26,X.66%
"Rhodian amphore stamps in Alexandria of the pe}‘iod 200-148, falling both before
and after the Senate's economic sanctions, are ‘,f‘not only m&m numerous then at
eny other time; +they also seem to remain fainiy oonist&nt throughout the period."

The reader is left to imagine that this is g'],banod from b. mastery of VG's works -

from where else? Or did you not really in'cend to 1¢t it utand, thus unpropped?

In fact, although we are lacking snything 1like ,: e full\ count in Alexandria
- not to forget the Museum's original collection, ix§1 which! }.he Rhodien are not
even sorted - there is a certain section which has i}een counted in detsil, a
count 1 orgenized in Harch 1967, end it was oaiei'riad \out that spring. The section
is the supplementary seriss of fabricant )mxdlps of the Bens.chi’ collection, about
20,000, what was left after the roference selsction (4,461) was taken outs Doing
what I can with this block of material, I make this tentative dbsewntion, the
volume of impobt increesed through the late 4th and 5rd and early Znd conturies
BsCs3 1% is pretity clear that there was a drop in the second quarter ‘df the 2ng

and epperently abrupt

contury; while in the sgecond half of the 2nd century there is a very larga\
increase, ©o § or 4 times the numbers at any previous period; in the te.to zna
and early lst century the volume drops again, thoug;;u:tnl more than t\uoo that
of the late 3rd - early 2nd; after that it peters out, though thore are a certaiy
number of Rhodian handles datable perhaps in the middle of the lst B.Gs

Would you attribute the drop to the Senate's sanctions » and the inorodao to

the destrustion of two other large commercisl states?

Here it has suddenly got hot, and I wish I were as near to the sea as ig
the Fraser family, for a little longer,
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Fabricant Series which could not

be added to the count by date

because these names had been in-
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sufficiently studied before the ABC handles were classifisd in 1965-1967.
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List on these 3 pages was made by aa ‘?}
before he went on his holidey 4,7X.69, These
are names in the Rhodian fabricant list
which have not yet been given dates: in

most cases anyhow there are various persaon
8

and then the examples counted separately
mark,

for Alexandria this wofild mean another trip to sort ,and count,
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