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to a state of bliss.® In opposition to this approach Nock
argues that ancient art sought primarily “to vary and
diversify, mouiA\ew,” and only secondarily, if at all,
to instruct.” To support the ornamental view of this
art he marshals a series of arguments with evidence,
among which are the following: that Neopythagorean-
ism in general remained an exotic movement, a thing
apart; that the epitaphs seem to emphasize the fact of
death, quies aeterna, rather than a hope for the future;
that many of the reliefs seem to look backwards to the
dead man’s life rather than forwards to the hereafter;
and that the use of stock figures and well-known scenes
from myth was the result of cultural inheritance and
“a unity of pathos and of values in human dignity . - -
not a unity of belief.”® After studying the visual
evidence and considering the opposing arguments I
am persuaded that Nock’s defense of the ornamental
view is valid for the majority of imperial sepulchral
reliefs. Nevertheless, in the case of the present urf
there can be no doubt that the organization of the
figures and phases is not only imaginative but s.dso
significant and communicative. In fact the symbohsm
here is visually immediate and is in no way contingent
upon the identification of the individual figures and
their mythical roles. Furthermore, though the separate
phases of this work are connected visually by means
of the falling body of the child and by the up;axse:d
cornucopia, the resulting series is not sequential in
any of the myths. The events depicted in the first and
last phases do occur in the story of Jason and Medea,
but in the very reverse of the order given here; in the
myth Jason first harnessed the bulls and only much
later did Medea kill her children by him. The most
likely explanation of such an arrangement of these
stock figures of sepulchral art is that Medea in this
instance represents the swiftness of death and Jason
the vigor of life. At the very least it would seem, then,
that the sequence of the action on this urn represents
the loss and recovery of human vitality after death
and entry into the earth. _
One question remains concerning the interpretation
of these figures: can they be identified with any par-
ticular religious or philosophic movement of the sec-
ond century or later? To answer this it seems first
necessary to seek a figure or school to which the three
major characters on the urn can be related in cult. or
myth and then to see whether the general symbolism
described above fits any particular dogma of that
school. Both Neopythagoreanism and the Mithraic

8 A. D. Nock, op.cit. (supra n. 7) 140-48; cf. Franz Cumont,
After Life in Roman Paganism (New Haven 1923) 91-109
and see F. R. Walton in OCD, s.v. «After-Life” and the
references there.

9 A. D. Nock, op.cit. (supra n. 7) 148-49.

10 A, D. Nock, op.cit. (supra n. 7) 150-68.

11 Franz Cumont, op.ciz. (supra n. 7) 95-97; 96 n. I.

12 W, K. C. Guthrie, Orpheus and Greek Religion® (Londo_n
1952) 27-29. It is noteworthy that neither Cumont, o0p.cit.
(supra n. 7) nor Eugénie Strong, Apotheosis and the After Life
(New York 1915) anywhere treat of Medea amd Jason as syBh-
bolic figures in Neopythagoreanisms; but see Eugénie Strong,
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mysteries taught belief in the descent (kdfodos) and
ascent (dvodos) of the soul, and in the former school,
according to Cumont, the myth of Proserpina was so
interpreted.** Pluto was seen as a figure of earthly life
in which man is beset by his passions and Proserpina
was the soul which descended into the body for a time
(cépa ofjpa) but was later freed of this captivity to
return to the splendor of the upper atmosphere. It is
possible then that the body of the dead child falling
into the arm of Gaea on the present urn is symbolic
of the soul involved in this process of descent and
ascent, of death and resurrection. It seems, however,
that a specifically Orphic rather than a Neopythagorean
viewpoint is here expressed because of the mythological
figures employed in these reliefs. The choice of Medea
and Jason can be explained in the light of the fact that
Orpheus is intimately connected with the story of the
Argonauts in the triple role of mystic, magician, and
musician.’? Gaea, morcover, played a very prominent
role in the Orphic cosmogony and anthropogony, since
in the former she was the daughter of Phanes and
Night and the mother of Kronos by Uranos, and in the
latter she appeared in the doctrine that the dead on
arrival in the underworld identified themselves as the
children of Gaea and Uranos.*® First of the chthonians
and “first in prophecy,” Gaea was also the first occu-
pant of the Delphic shrine, just as Dionysus, the one
true god of later Orphism, was the last of the great
gods to be received there.!* As in the Orphic eschatol-
ogy of Virgil’s Aeneid 6 we can see in the present relief
the note of revivification and reincarnation as the soul
passes through the cycles of birth and becoming on its
way to divinity.*®

Finally, the problem of dating this urn must be con-
sidered. The style and quality of the reliefs, Greek in
their classicism, leads me to believe that they were
sculptured in the second century, probably in the
Hadrianic period.!® But there is evidence that the
original inscription was erased and the name Lam-
padius incised upon it at a later date. In the first
instance the surface of the urn within the framework
of the molding is rather flat, especially in its upper
half, in contrast to the curvature of the rest of the face
of the urn. This condition would seem to indicate an
erasure, though it must be noted that no visible traces
of an earlier inscription are to be seen. In the second
instance one of the letter styles indicates that the pres-
ent inscription may derive from the fourth century.
Though none of the other letter forms are of particular

“The Stuccoes of the Underground Basilica near the Porta
Maggiore,” JHS 44 (1924) 77-78.

18M. P. Nilsson in OCD, s.o. “Orphism.” F. C. Grant
Hellenistic Religions: The Age of Syncretism (New York 1953)
108, translates an early Orphic formula to be recited by the
dead upon arrival in the house of Hades.

14 Aesch. Eum. 2;24-26; W. K. C. Guthrie, op.cit. (supra
n. 12) 25I.

15W. K. C. Guthrie, The Greeks and their Gods (Boston
1955) 324-25, describes the eschatology of Aeneid 6.

16 G. Rodenwaldt in CAH XI (1936) 793-95 briefly describes
the characteristics of Hadrianic relief sculpture.
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58518 Red clay, black slightly lustrous paint; rim
chipped and one handle missing. .
The pear-shaped body and the small hori-
zontal handles recall Type 2 A. Height 0.042
m. (pl. 19, fig. 10). ) .

58-1102 Buff clay, red-brown paint; rim chipped. Simi-
lar in shape to above 58-375, but with a more
angular outline. Height 0.033 m. ‘

58-2048 Pink clay, no paint. The basic shape is that
of Type 2 B, but with the marked flaring rim
of Type 3 B. Height 0.027 m.

59-269 Buff clay, no paint. The shape resembles _that
of Type 2 B, but without lug handles. Height
0.027 m.

Buff clay, no paint; high base. Height 0.031

59-381
m. .

50734 Buff clay, reddish lustrous paint arod
part; high base. Height 0.030 m.

59-1243 Buff clay, no paint; high string cut base.
Height 0.033 m. )

59-1763 Orange clay, red mat paint; narrow tall
string cut base. Height 0.027 m. .

59-1764 Buff clay, no paint; biconical body, flat base;
chipped. Height 0.027 m. | )

59-2096 Buff coarse clay; heavy fabric, pithos lip, tap-
ering base, flat bottom. Height 0.027 m.

The lykion to which the inscriptions on_the con-
tainers of Type 1 and 2 refer was 2 well knov‘lrln
medicine in antiquity. It is one of the few of the
widely used Greek and Roman drugs that have Ii.o
ancestry in Pharaonic Egypt.” Its discovery and appil-
cation can be credited to the Greeks.

Dioscorides® describes it as a thorny bush common
in Cappadocia, Lycia and elsewhere, and stresses t,hat
the Indian variety is different from the rest (§La¢€P0:;
70d Aowrod) and much more effective .(fb‘vvapLKwaPOVh'
Galen*® tells us of its many good qualities and says t }z:t
it is common in Cappadocia and Lyci2, and that £ )e
Indian lykion is the most effective SPECIEs ( LUXUPO"PO;'I.'
Pliny,*" quoting Dioscorides, describes it among s
Indian trees and bushes as a thorn—bqsh with bllt'ter
fruit resembling pepper, thickly clustering leaves 1Ite
the cyprus tree, and branches three cubus longa. )
bark is of pale color and the roots are wide spred mt%
and woody, of the color of boxwood. He goes on
say that this bush also grows of Mount Pelion, an.s
in Greece sometimes is called pyxacanthum .Ch”"’” )
Chiron’s buckthorn. Returning t the subject at 2
later instance (24.76-77 [124-126]) h
tween a Greek shrub—rhamnos appP°

the root of which produces an P

nd upper

rmaceutical historian.,

Ohio State University,

he Eber and Hearst
d

71 am indebted to the pha
Leakr:, College of Medicine,
information, checked by him in t

® Dioscorides, De materia med-
Vo;-;-:]pp' 91-92). Vol 1, P 92)

ibid. 1.100.2 (ed. Wellmann, Vol. T» P 277 . tis

10 Galen, De gimplicium ,,,edicamentortmz temperamen
caﬁ' 9-20 (ed. Kiihn, Vol. 12, pp- 63-64)-

11 Plin. Naz.Hist. 12.15 (30-31)-

2]. F. Royle, “On the Lycium ©

1.100.1 (ed.

e
£ Dioscorides

e diﬁ'erentiates.bc—
Hatur a Graccts—
ferior quality of
pr. C. D.
for this
papyri-
Wellmann,
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lykion, and the real lykion plant or the “Chironian
buckthorn.”

The botanical identity of the bush has been dis-
cussed. The illustration of the plant in the Morgan
Codex of Dioscorides in New York (f. 255 v.) here
reproduced (pl. 20, fig. 12) does not seem to spread
much light on the question. It is now clear, however,
that the Indian plant is something different from the
Cappadocian and Greek one. This idea was first put
forward by J. F. Royle who succeeded in identifying
the Indian lykion with an ointment still used in Upper
India in the rgth century and “prepared from the wood
and roots of several species of Berberis, as the Berberis
lycium, aristata etc.” Based on the quoted passage from
Pliny, he identifies the Cappadocian and Greek variety
as one or several species of Rhamnus, buckthorn, and
probably Rhamnus infectoria or cathartica® Both these
drugs still survive in the American pharmacopoeia.*®

Lykion had a wide use in antiquity. An admirable
summary of the ancient sources and their therapeutical
indications was made more than a hundred years ago
by Sir John Young Simpson, professor of midwifery
in the University of Edinburgh, and obviously very
well versed in the classics. As his work appeared in a
publication rarely available to classical scholars—even
Kaibel in IG 14 added after the reference: guem
librum non vidi—it may be useful to quote from it at

some length, benefiting from the learned author’s

medical nomenclature.**

“Dioscorides recommends Lykion as an astringent
for the cure of various complaints, as psoriasis, and
pruritus of the eyelid, purulent ears and tonsils,
ulcers of the gums, chapped lips, fissure of the anus;
in coeliac and dysenteric affections, both in draughts
and clysters; in haemoptysis and coughs; in female
fluxes, hydrophobia, and so forth. The Indian, he
states, cures inflammation of the spleen and jaundice,
prevents menstruation, purges water, and is a coun-
ter-agent to deadly poisons. (Dr. Adams’ Trans. of
Paulus Aegineta, vol. 111, p. 234.) So late writers as
Paulus Aegineta, Actius, etc., allude also to the
superior value of the Indian variety. For instance,
in Roxarius’ edition of Oribasius it is stated, that
the Indian Lykion ‘praestat ceteris et est efficacius’
(Medicin. Collect., lib. XI) ...
“Of all the uses to which the Lycium was applied
in medicine, by far the most important was the em-
ployment of this drug, and particularly of the Indian
variety, as a collyrium or local application to the
eye, in the treatment of different varieties and forms
of ophthalmic inflammation. Thus Scribonius Lar-

Linnaean Soc. 17 (1834) 83-94.

18 Wood, H. C. et al. (ed.), Dispensatory of the United States
of America (22nd ed. 1940) 227, 930-31. I owe this reference
to Dr. C. D. Leake.

14]. Y. Simpson, “Notes on some ancient Greek medical
vases for containing Lykion, and the modern use of the same
drug in India,” Monthly Journ. of Medical Science, Vol. 16
(Edinburgh 1853) 24-30 and pl. 1. The quotations are from

pp- 27-28.
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SJTOQVIST PLATE I9

Fic. 3. Inv. 56-2804.

6-2802. Lykion bottle
Lykion (?) bottle of Type

Fic. 2. Inv.5

FIG 1. |
- 1. Inv. 56-2803. Lykion
bottle of Type 1 A of Type I A, with inverted 74
1 A without inscription

Fic. 6. Inv. 58-498. Lykion
bottle of Type 2B, inscribed

Fig : e . £6-3092. Lykion

1G. 4. Inv. 56-2806 Fic. 5 Inv. 50-3092: =07

Lykion bottle ofST;pZ "B pottle of TYPE A, inscribed
e bottle

Frc. . Inv. 58379 icin .
Ty A, \zitg’]?mmped jmpression

of Type 3 '
P of head of Asclep1os

58381 Medicine bottle of

Ffwle& Invwisth %smmped im.press%on of

heya% o% A;clepios with radiating diadem

_— —

Fic. 10 Inv. 58-518. Medicine
Fic. 9. Medicine pottles of TYPC hottle of Type 4
o 581837

3B a (left) inv- 37 g
b (right) 10V 58-37




PLATE 20 SJTOQVIST

Fie. 11:1. Inv. Fie. 11:2. Inv.

Fic. 11:3. Inv.
56-2803. Type 1 A 56-2806. Type 1 B

56-3092. Type 2 A

.~ Inv.
. Fic. 11:7.
Fic. 11:4. Inv. Fic. 11:5. Iny, Fic. 11:6. Inv. ) Type 4
58-498. Type 2 B 58-397. Type 3 A 58-412. Type 3B 58-380. Typ

Fic. 11:149. Profile drawings of the four types of medicine bottles

Fic. 13. Lykion bottle

inscribed ‘Hparkelov Aikioy.
Private coll,

» Paris (after Simpson)

Fie. 14. Lykion bottle inscribed “Tdoovos Adkuor.
Private coll., Paris (after Simpson)

Fic. 15. Lykion bottle of lead
mapd Movsalov and provided wit
British Museum (after

» inscribed Aoy
h emblem of tripod.
Simpson)

Fie. 12, The lykion plant as illustrated in ms. of
Dioscoridey’ Materia Medica, Tome IT, fol. 255v.,
Morgan Library, New York
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Timbres amphoriques de Beyrouth

(collections privées)

Amphore compléte — Rhodes
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(sze)

timbre secondaire T &toile
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c e
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© >EnL @saLérfrou ®eouowoplov rose
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 EnL Met—
l .
OLOTOL (sze)

/
BaboouLou

Anse - Rhodes
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@ 2Eml AoXLEJLOU ZLLVOLOL rose

Anse - Rhodes

’
>O)\.UUILOU torche enflammée

Vase miniature 3 engobe rouge
Anugag
/
Aunt (© &

Trois bords de plats timbrés (pelves)
ARRTAE CAESE-
NTAE PAULLINAE

Roocot- / !

” AOU~ croix

avou feuille !
vou feuille













Beyrouth, private collsction,Brom Y. Calvet, ' ™"
see his letter of 7.XI1I.79 filed under

CYPRUS -KITION
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Beyrouth, private collection, from Y. Calvet, ‘%
see his letter of 7.XII.79 filed under
CYPRUS - KITION
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Beyrouth, private collectiom, from Y. Calvet, (104,
see his letter of 7.X11.792 filed under
CYPRUS - KITION, w. s@c. st. Tk
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Beyrouth, private collection, from Y. Calvet, 7.°%2
gsee his letter of 7.LI1II1.79 filed under
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a) ’Enl 9catdfitou Beopogopfou B) *Immonpdreug
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COMEBINATIONS 4,05k



Beyrouth, private collectien, from Y, Calvet, oba
see his letter of 7. XII.,79 filed under
CYPRUS & KITION , we 80c. 8t. T 3
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Beyrouth, private Collection, from Y. Calvet, (.07«
gsee his letter of 7.X11.79 filed under
CYPRUS =KITION
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May 16, 1958

Dear Erik,
I was fascinated to hear of your lykion flasks from Morgentima. Do
I should love to have an offprint of the

you plan to publish them shortly?

article.
In addition to S8 7993 and £8 7038, notes on which Lgcy Talcott has

already passed on to you, I lmow of four other umpublished stamped pottery examples,
in ths collection of Lucas Benachi of Alexandria (none with your name,

Hekakleios.) These I hope to imclude in our corpus volume on Koen conteiners

(pot being prepared). Such a volume ougit to have something on medicine bottles,

end in fact there are parallels between some stemps on these miniature pots

K
and some on large jars of KOB,O(Only two of Mr.Benachi's bottle stamps mention 1Zkion)

This is by no megns to say that all sush flasks came from there. Herakleios

does not appear on amphora stamps of Kos, and I know of nobody from Kos with this

neme, and your idea of Sicilian memifacture is very interesting.

Je much enjoyed having Professor Gjerstad here for a while this spring.

Will you end Gurli be coming out next winter?

With best wishes to you both,
Yours,

Virginia Grace (=
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Vlay 12, 1958

Miss Luchy Talcott
etce
Dear Miss Talcobtt:

lany thanks for your kind and helpful letter concerning our medicine
bottles. After having written to you I discovered the examples published in
Hesperia 1948, p.191 and pl. 69: 4, and am most grateful for your additional
information. In the 1little spare time I have in this rather hectic period
Toward the end of the spring term I pursue this small problem.

The minjature pot published in Hesperia 1949, $1.97, no.98, is certainly
correctly‘diagnosed by Corbett but is different from ours. I believe, but can
for the time being not prove it, that some of our jars are local Morgantina
products, and that others may come from the famous health resort and mediocel
centre of Thermae Himeraeae on the notth coast of the isléﬁd.

The presence of the druggist's name was probably a guarantee of the
genuineness of the stuff, particularly besgause, a ‘cording to Pliny 12.31 and
Dioscourides 1.100.2, lykion was often feked. The real lylcion was substituted
with the berberis shrub growing on Mount Pelion, or with the root of the asphodelos
1ily, ox-gall, etc. Characteristically enough most of our jars ssem to have the
same shape, possibly to facilitate the circulation of the faked lykion. Here
I am not quite sure either, because I write on the basgis of descriptions received
from Dick Stillwell. I regret not being able to send you a photo of the general
type, but I do not have one myself yet .

Again, many thanks and best greetings to everybody,

7ary sincerely yours,

Erik Sjbavist
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May 6, 1958

Professor Erik SjBqvist
Department of Art and Archaeology
Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

W SaA

Dear Professor SjBqvist:

We were much interested in y our
enquiry of April 29 about the little pots for lykion. We have
only a few. Of lead, there are the three exampleég§resented
in Hesperia XVII, 1948, p. 191 and pl. 69,4 and one more§ found
last week, inscribed Lykion Artem. This 1s just like the other
three, except for the abbreviation of the name of the purveyor.

Of clay we have two, one (Inv, SS 7993) for
the stamp of which Virginia Grace glves the reading:

wreath VOGthVOS ©
‘.'.. o
o]
Avntoyv >
e e o 0
5o
Exe [

and a second (Inv. SS 7038) with a monogram, set sidewise,
Virginia has been interested in these for some time and says ghe
will write you furhter.

Other than these, we have a few roughl
cylindrical 1little clay pots, unstamped, éhat appear to b: ?gr 4
medicine; a late S5th century example ig illustrated in

Hesperia
XVIII, 1949, pl. 97, no. 983 they are not V6T commo T“—E"IE-
of thelr extremely ;ubstantial fabric, ik N, 1n spite

We shall look forward to seei
story, and wish we had more to contribute to 1t, ik o

With warm greetings from the Agora,

Sincerely yours,

LT/ak Luecy Talcott
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Princeton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archaeology April 29, 1958

Miss Lucy Talcott

Americen School of Classical Studies
5l Souidias

Athens, Greece.

Dear Miss Talcott:

I would be very grateful if you would help me with
some information In a small problem that has lately turned
up in the Morgantina excavations.

We are gathering a considerable amount of small medi-
cine jars from the houses around the agora, many of them
with the inscription: Alwiov the famous eye ointment and
patent medicine of the Hellenistic and Roman world. They
vary slightly in shape and some of them have as an addi-
tional inscription the name of the physician or possibly
the drug store that produced them. In our case he is called

Herakleios, and his stamp is also recorded in I. G. 1.
20621,

I have followed up all the useful bibliography quoted
in I.G. and am bullding up a rather interesting little story.
The other physicians/druggists that I have tracked down as
producers of lykion are a certain Jason and another Mousaios.
Their olntment jars are of different shape than ours whiech
are small terracotta jars of very &hick fabriec.

I understand that you have a great number of lead Jars
for lykion from the Agora. Do any of these carry either of
the names that we have? And have you any terracotta jars
that can compare with ours, with or without physicians' names?

I would be very grateful for any information 3
ing to give me, v you may be will

With best regards to all common friends in the Agora,

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) Erik SjBgvist

/ak
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Department of Art and Archaeology May 21, 1958

Miss Virginia Grace ‘
American School of Classical Studies e
54 Souidias

Athens, Greece.

Dear Virginia:

Many thanks for your good letter of May 16th. I am de-
lighted to hear that you are interested in my medicine bottles
from Morgantina. It is an interesting little problem, to which
I, during the last month, have dedicated the free time a busy
teacher can get out of a well-filled spring term. As far as
publication is concerned, I confess that I have not yet given
it a thought, as I was quite sure nobody would care for it.
Under present circumstances I will see what I can do during my
summer vacation in Sweden, but I am somewhat uncertain about
the outcome, because I have promised to contribute a major ar-
ticle to a Palermo publication on Sicily under Timoleon, and
the deadline is August 30th. It may have to wait until the fall.

Of course, I am very much interested in your information
concerning the four bottles in the Benaki collection in Alex-
andria. One always thinks of pharaonic Egypt as the ultimate

‘ home of pharmaceutical research in antiquity, but in all Egyptian
drug lists that I have been able to consult, lykion is patently
lacking. A pharmaceutical historian, Dr. Leake at the State
Medical School of Ohio, has confirmed this in a letter. The use
of lykion is, as far as I can see, the fruit of Greek medical
experience, brought to Alexandria only in Hellenistic times.

This is rather surprising.

The other day I came across a peripheral article that may
be interesting from a specific Alexandrian viewpoint, and you may
already know it. It is George Miles' Early Arabic Glass Weights
and Stamps; a Supplement, Numismatic Notes and Monogr. 120, 1951.
There he reverses his earlier view, and identifies certain stamps
on Arabic glass jars as druggists' marks. This may signify a
continuation of the Hellenistic tradition into Moslem times.

Let me know if you are interested in further information
about the Morgantina bottles and adjacent material that I have
tried to gather. If it could be of any service to you when pre-
paring the Kos volume, I would be delighted.

Yours,////
Erik Sjsqvist
/'_/



S

N
Q
o

(o3 O T [






Vi s o A e I




L
9
"
r 5 o,
s % L WAl A
: T A R e g
! ; A G Acanea M ; AYrtccaed
[ Qe 2 R, (r" AR I <= A—T"-—-\ M )
.‘ 6Ar—'$ % L_,.:_I/—\ (e M s AW 5 U""~l Gl 1 o q
WA’(W v ) g‘a‘ ;
ks : 1S o oy K,
Wl i Dl e e e i Prnata
G A B (Y Sy ' ?)~}A\\i
Lt oAt t-> MoOCX] .. 2.\ NIkIAC 7 5-) moia
e G VLR O AYK 10l A YWrto (rw_f) YoINY
2% St 28 rese « ML VIOV
e,

( Y‘r_\v\_.i‘:,/ Nfeenon M,AFDW '5\""‘*"’"‘ e o Bepa ‘(;-M.
C g ~ X A ok S | e Mos xa s S RN Cdl‘.\
sl e B T ey o). e




MO(LHN /Ji"mo\
¢ W"XA [

—
SR

\\/o»y.ﬁa,o ;

Cone




PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES
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