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Am RICAH SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

Athens, March 22, 1947

Miss Virginia Grace
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J,
U. S. A.

Dear Virginia:

You undoubtedly have heard from Lucy Talcott and
others and from the nevfspapers about the exciting times
here. Mien I went down to the Agora to see tiie new geo
metric grave v/ith 18 perfectly preserved geometric pyxides
I took occasion to look at the two vases which have the
same shape as one of my Olynthian vases. Miss Talcott
thought that perhaps you were going to publish them and
had other parallel. The style may be Olynthian but if
you have any special ideas about them I should be glad to
learn of them. They are numbers 8858 and 8859.

r

Sincerely yours, ^

David M. Bobinson
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ii'j lil^3 ^^
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY/
Found^by Mr. LouisBambergerandMrs. FelifcFuld -J

, *5 ffRINCEToW, NEW JE

•• t '̂1 ^
Dear Dr. Robiiison:

i
pril M

V I Thank you for your note of March 22, and the news about the
^ ^ geometric grave at the Agora, which I had not heard of. -

I have no records at hand by which to identify the two vases
2858 and S259 about which you inquire, but suppos^ they must come
from the excavations on Lenorma.nt Street which I recorded in 1936*
Most if not all of my notes on that material are \\dth- other Agora
records. Dr.Shear did ask me to publish that small dig, and. I
should like to do so, but he was not willing to have the records
removed from base, and my time in Athens after 193^ was entirely
inadequate for my primary duties (to^^ard the sta.mped handles);
so the^ material remains unpresented so far* I fear I must refer
yoii back to Miss Talcott for any information on the subject, since
she is on the spot. I should of course be very gra,teful for refer
ences to Olynthian parallels.

Vie are looking forward to Dorothy Hill's lecture on Greek and
Roman Bronzes in America, which reaches our local Society next
Monday (the ihth)..

7~ 4-

zr ^ Yours sincerely. -K Y V.

\ \

Ac'l/L^^yLc.'-cuf

- ^

4.1,..r

Vv

Virginia Grace

^ 8-«- e.
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If-A ^ ,
mr. Bf«Tlr<l! -x/WKn. at ATHTSs

A.'MM.. >«^Hf).'lKll -o,# ^1* .

1/ Aioarioan Soho-il of CTaesioal Studies
^ ^ 54 Sw3''ia8 Street, A<-hens 140, Greece

i"

Dear Reynoldi

August It, 1979

Sotnething that soaias to bethe same family as your "conical" amphoras
from

\vaB published in PeriSamon IX, Sag pi,49, from Cistern 15, jwf -whioh iioi
(ihodian, I suppose) 1959

cistern the stamped haudlaa^Boomed to me in 1959 to be of•late Srri - early

5nd B.C. (Thoy probably still would, as the3^0 has not been all that change

around 200 B.C. But I don't have time at the moment to look up what they are.)
other • . , :

t,

if thoy cafte from .jars like this
^ oicx

POST CARD r— f? pr, r

" 4 V j! 5.

THIS SIDE

.0 UShl
1 O

;inp, that similar jars have baen

illustration from a tomb at

the profile of the one in Pergamca

the 2nd oent,, with those skinny

THE ADDRESS TO BeVJRI^TTEN
.\l • ..

^ I'j / ' i r.5
\ C/ .'h

(S^

r-r-rie-

T

•"rUlt**

ittLk.

wmuvxii mix i7iii-i«7i»

Yourl

Is class?

lou in Athens. I have Just been

Por waking stamped Thasian amphoras,
I •

jl think it cornea to, the one on

(it
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A. .'.Il j.'l. \f... X.A r.
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From R. A. HIGGINS, Hartfield, 21 Burstead Close, Cobham, Surrey,

coBHA^i 3234' KTll ZNL
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Amerioan Soho^l of Olaesioal Studies
5i Sws'Has Street, A^-hens 140, Greece

August 11, 1979

Dear Keynold,
og

Something that soams to be .^tha same fiauiily as your "Konical" amphorae
^ from

was published in Pergamon IX. Sea pl.49, from Cistern 15, "whioh ih*
(hhodian, I suppose) 1959

oiatem the stamped handles,suoroed to me in 1959 to be of late orri - early

2nd B.C. (Thoy probably still would, as there has not been all tliat change

around 200 B.C. But I don't have time at tho moment to look up what thev are.l
other

There are / a few-sta-mped haridles l;.hat look as if tnoy cafte from .jars like this

- ycu can see the har.tlle-ridge. It is intereatiuf, that similar .jars have been

soon (by you) in actuality from Sohimitari. in illustration from a tomb at

Thebes. The one in your drawing isn'jr exactly the profile of the one in Pergamon
and pe haps yours/ is a bit later, well on in the 2nd cent., with those skinny
unguentaria.

Dcm't yoa feol it your duty to prosont this class?

lera you must be in Kos, but no sign of you in Athens. I have Just been
2nights in Tliaeos, vialtiag i; probable kilns for making stamped Thasian amphoras.
Read all about tho plave nOH Suppler,ent V(I think it comes to, the one on
Thasos, not yat out). Article by Y. Carlan,

Yours
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R. A. mediNS
M.A., Litt/li!, F.B.A., F.S.A.
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SM.ALuHf2- C.

( UnIS. T^t-^V^'O

I have been working on a series of flat bottomed coarse

amphorae. Of these one has an inscription in glaze

which has hitherto been read as HiiNGS, but which now

on closer inspection turns out to be IIAPIOa. It is,

of course, not obligatory to translate this as Parian

but Parian is among the possibilities. I am told that

there are parallels where 0IN02 can be supplied with

probability. If this is the case here these jars may

have been used for the export of small quantities of

Parian wine, perhaps of a special variety.

If this series is of any interest to you, I will be

glad to turn over the material to you.

c

... •
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American School of Classical Studies
54 Syrsdias Street, Athens 106 76, Greece
May 2, 1991

M. le profssseur F. Salviat
"La Grivo"
Chem.in du Font -ond
13090 Aix-en-Frovence
France

Dear M. Salviat,

1 hope^you and your family are well, and finding ife interestine;. I
boy

renomber a little loy who, when about five years old, had 100 books.

Readinp with natural interest your article on Thasien wine and containers

and iegtinmia (AdMi Syppl. is, pp.145, ff.), I would Mke to add something

on p. 176, to your note 38, and that is a reference to note 78 of my Samian

articTe, where there is somethinp- more on the word 3SHR¥t KAAOZ, ?or your

convenience I enclose a photocopy of that page.

If you come some time to Athens, and the time is not too crowded for

you, do telephone (Agora*. 3210 162) and come and see us. We excavate again this

summer with student workers, north of the railway tracks, starting on dune 9 or

10 - whichever is Monday. I am hare most workdays from about Jin 5 a.m., and

wou^d like to hear your news.

Oil—

Yours sincerely,

'i.olei

^icLhyXl4Jl

djj^ ^ jxM -l^aa.£^ aj^ ^
Pvi CuaJU Q£uav* «

cL \rf^ I k:A4.dz.
jA-

?.o Z-
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American ^Jchool of Ci^assical Studies
54 SvfQ(3ias Street, Athens 106 76, Greece
May 2, 1991

M. le professeur F. Salviat
"La Grivo"

Ghamin du Font Lond
13090 Aix-en-Frovence
France

Lear M. Salviat,

I hope^you and your family are Twell, and finding ^ife interesting. I
boy

remember a little ky who, when about five years old, had 100 books.

Reading with natural interest your article on Thasian wine and containers

and testimonia Suppl. 13, pp.145, ff.), I would like to add something

on p. 176, to your note 38, and that is a reference to note 78 of my Samian

article, where there is somethinr more on the word KAA02. For your

convenience I enclose a photocopy of that page.

If you come some time to Athens, and the time is not too crowded for

you, do telephone (Agora: 3210 162) and come and see us. Wa excavate again this

summer with student workers, north of the railway tracks, starting on June 9 or

10 - whichever is Monday. I am here most workdays from about 73 n5 a.m., and

would like to hear your news.

Yours sincerely.

< "v

Virginia R. Grace
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82 VIRGINIA R. GRACE

phoras found at Naukratis and Daphnai (see above, note 43) are evidence of import
in the 6th and 5th centuries; while certain fragmentary jars with mushroom rims,
some stamped with a monogram eta-rho, found recently by Emery at Sakkara, make
a similar suggestion for the second half of the 4th century." More explicit is a
papyrus of 259 B.C. listing a shipment of oil to Alexandria in Milesian and Samian
jars and half-jars." I have at present no candidate for an amphora of Miletos of the
3rd century B.C., but offer here one more picture of a possibly ^^a^rian shape, in
Plate 15, 15. The amphora the collector is holding is stamped on one handle (PI.
15, 16). A duplicate of this stamp has been added (PI. 15, 17), because on the pre-

" I am obliged to Professor Emery for permission to mention the amphora fragments (probably
not all of the same class) found in his excavations of 1965-1968 under the auspices of the Egypt
Exploration Society. In a call at the excavations in April 1967, I had a glimpse of the pieces which
had by then been found, by the kindness of H. Smith of the staff; and drawings, some rubbings of
stamps, and some notes were later sent to me by G. T. Martin and K. J. Frazer, also of the
Expedition. The Sakkara eta-rho monograms resemble two found on Samos, I 580 and I 859.
A stamp with monogram eta-rho, but retrograde, appears on handles at the Agora, including one
(SS 14680) fully preserved with both attachments, which apparently comes from a Samian
amphora with mushroom rim (rim not preserved, but the handle is broad, very short-topped, and
of highly micaceous reddish clay). Further study among unclassilicd handles stam()ed with mono
grams or abbreviations will no doubt identify further Samian of this period.

C. C. Edgar, Zenon Papyri, I {Catalogue general des antiiiuites cgyptiennes du Musee de
Caire), Cairo, 1925, no. 59015 (recto). For a more detailed account, idem, Annales du service des

1] antiquites, XXIII, 1923, pp. 86-95. The words used for the jars arc Ktpdfua and i^fuxaSia. Neither
oil as the cargo nor Alexandria as the port is actually mentioned in the papyrus, but the Customs'
valuation and duties paid apparently leave no doubt that the contents of the jars were oil, while
various considerations make the identification of the port very probable; see Edgar's remarks, ibid.,
pp. 86-88. For a more recent comment on the papyrus, see e.g. L. Casson, Stt<di in Onore di
Aristide Calderini e Roberto Paribeni, I, Milano-Varesi, 1956, p. 236.

\ For hemikadia, see the interesting discussion, with bibliography, by D. A. Amyx, Hesperia,
XXVII, 1958, pp. 186-190, on kados and related words. However, the word is Semitic in origin;
cf. fimilia Masson, Recherches sur les plus anciens emprunts Shnitiques en Grec, Paris, 1967,
pp. 42-44 on kados. The Greek word evidently followed the Hebrew kad as a general term for a
carrier for fluids. "Most frequently [kados] occurs as a vase used to store and transport wine "
(Amyx, p. 186, with references); and Mme. Masson (p. 44) cites the Ugaritic kd, a jar or
measure specially for wine or oil. The Greeks apparently used the borrowed term interchangeably
with keramion, as in our papyrus, and cf. Athenaios, XI, 473a; or with amphora, cf. Pollux, X, 71,
quoted by Amyx in his note 3, p. 186. Any kind of container-amphora might serve from time
to time for drawing water, and excavators often find them at the bottoms of ancient wells. So it
is not surprising that there is ancient reference for such use (see .^myx's note 4, and add now
Menander, Dyskolos, 190 and 576) ; and such reference should not persuade us that the principal
function of the kados was as a pail. Nor need we look to identify with the word too specific an
ancieiit shape, unless in special context. Whether kados or keramion or amphora, ordinarily the
term is general for a container-jar, needing a defining adjective (such as " Samian ") to identify
the particular style. On a Rhodian amphora of the beginning of the 2nd century b.c. which seems
to have been used as a property to play the " kados " of the Dyskolos, see S. Charitonidis,
L. Kahil, and R. Ginouves, Les mosdiques de la maison du Memndre d Mytilhie, Sechstes Beiheft
zur Antike Kunst, Bern, 1970, p. 101.
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