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NON=-POTTERY CONTAINERS

Gless miniature jars

See M. Almagro, Las Necropolis de Ampuries, Barcelona, &8 1953,

pe 87, fig.61, nos. 26,37 alabastra with distinct handles late 5th~early 4th
2-handled
pe 165, fiz.134, n08.8,9 alabastra nof.6,/ aryballos, np.7 broad-shouldered jar
late6th - early 5th
pPel76, fig.l48, no.l, alabastron, with a flat foot early 5th

P.179, fig.151 no.6, 2-handled aryballos,no.? broad-shouldered jar,nos.8-9 alabastra
early 5th
194
pex¥8, fig.165, no.3, broad-shouldered jar 1st third of 5th ?
pe242, fig.207, no.2, 2=handled aryballos, no.3 broadshouldered Bar,no.t frg.alab,
lst third 5th ?

and ses color plates 5 and 14

The deposits are mostly dated by Attic pottery.,

Where 1 say "jar", the objsct has a foot. However, perhaps sometimes when
no foot appears, they thought of the small vessel as belonging to & jar type:

the extra handle wlhich & jar toe provides would not be needed on these small
yhings °
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Evidence%of the organirzation of Rhodian economic affairs at the period
of greatest Rhodian commerclal eminence is provided by pottery containers
of various evidently standerd sizes datable in the late third end early
second centuries BC. Rhodian fractional stamped smvhorei are kmown,having
& capacity respectively of a half and & sixth of the unit amphorsa. | Stammatx
mix Unstemped plain lagynoi found in a tomb in Cyprus held about a twelfth
the capacity of a Rhodian amphora found with them. Stamned plain lagynoi
(of larger capacity) now exist in restored examplles. Two from the Agora
were endorsed by apparently the same man whose name arpears on 2 new exampl e
of the series of small containers m-rked with the name of the drug lykion,
which have heen found on verious sites of the emstern Mediterranesn.area.
Manufacture in Cos is apparently indicated: &he name, Momchion, is ¥nown as
Coan; and a second century BC 1nacr1pltion besrs witness to = medical tax in
Cos, the collection of which may have been arranged by requiring the use of
epecial drug containers.. The presence of a Rhodian rese as device in the
lykion stamp of Moschlon should be compered with the occurrence of the same

device on gertain Knidian amphora stamps which =1so belong to this period of

Rhodian control of the general ares.
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Part of ths information presented in this paper is included in brief
in an article to appear in the forthcoming Shear Memorial volums of
Hesperia, Supplement VIII. ¥urther publicetion in the same journsl

is planned.
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June lh' 191%8

Desy Pete: :

‘Herse is an abstiract of my paper, as raghected by you over the
telephone. It was read on December 31, 1047, at the very end of the
meetings. Please don't alter the text, especially if it isn't cleart
in that case, drop i%, unless there is time for me to clarikfy.

I take the ommmsion %o acknowledgze your note of March 23. I hope
to got over to see you before too long.

May I ask in the meanvhile whether there is any possibility of
further copies lying about somewhere of my short article "Sarly Thasian
Stamped Amphoras,” which appeared in the Beazley number (second part,
Yolume Ly n0.1)? My hope iz based on the fact that Paul Clement
produced a couple of extra coples of my article that came out in
Hegperia IV, 1935, which secmed to have been lying about in the store
F.?E?‘T suppose this comes about if one sharss a form with somebody vho
has orfdered more copies. At eny rete, let me know if there is a possibility;
1 am all out of this piece.

IBThompaon leaves tonight for Tordnto on her way %o take a plane for
Greece. On Friday I saw off Josephine Shear, Margaret Thompson, ¥rnest
de ¥ald and others on the Xhedive Ismail. The berths were all covered
with figurmi brocaded drightly colored silken coverlets, "just 1ike in
n harem," as a Syrian lady remarked.

Yours Q.
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FRACTIONAL STAMPED CONTAINERS
Abstract of
Paper read Degember 31, 1947, atv/ New Haven.

In the excavations in the Agora or marketplace of Ancient Athens
have been found a vast number of fragments of the pottery containers
in which fluid goods were packaged for shipment. Many of the handle fragments

bear stamps which appear to have gerved principally as endorsements of

~ [undecorated)
capaclity. Most of the stamped handles come from $imim,pointed amphoras
but a small percentage /\
atxthexdzors
two or three feet high; xmmmxipumtmmnﬁmm are of a shape

the=smaller plain
and size which suggested they came from/\narrow-necked Jugs cr lagynoi. 2Xx

mmmmmmmmwmn Stamped fragments

rPs cul
and complete unstamped examples had been known; “but in 1947 it—wee-peswi¥le

Wl RN CAaahs £. A

to_put-tegether complete stamped ]:a’gyno:l'& from fragments found in a deposit

g e 4 _
‘datable in the 3rd or early 2nd century BCS

Ancient references indlicate definite, though varie&. theoretical
capacities for lagynol; and where it has heen possible to measure presereed
vessels, a simple capacity relationship has been found between lagynos and

contemporary amphora, as for instance 1:12 in lagynoi and amphoral found

together in a tomb in Cypros.

fractional o amphoral of which hold
Rhodien ,containers are known iy\WO reduced sizes, respectively 2 half

and a e?ﬂ!f?ﬁgey f%ﬁlsized Jar.

The neck and handles of the half-jar




seem to have been regularly :
are 'almost as large as those of the unit-jar; thexpreperiisnxsfxmeckxiex

7/

kodyxisxikarefaraxguitaxdkffarentx this results in contemporery Rhodian

having, according to their size,
Jars wkkk quite different proportions of neck to bodye.

Thege. exists a series of stamped containers much smaller than lagynéi,
presumgbl»y
sometimes madekof clay, sometimes of lead, desigemré to hold a drug called
lykion, mm& marked with this word as well as with an endorsing name end sometimes

(Moschion)
a dating name. We find the name of apparently the same individual endorsing

small container and lagynoi: avproximate date, type of clay; type of lettering
correspond in the two kinds of containers. Such a prodedure is to be

compared with that in potteries in the B}gck Seg erea, vhere bricks or tiles
clearly were markediby the same authority as amphoral? in that case we find

not merely the same name but identical stemps. These are all products whose

standard character needs to be maintained.

It was éﬁggested that the place of manmufacture of the drug containers
and theb/ Agore stamped lﬁgynoi was Cos, which was famous for its doctoes
as well ag for its wine, and where in fhe second century BC there was a medical
tax (known from an imscription) the collection of which may have been arranged
by requiring the use of special drug containers. The name Moschion avpears

on Coan coins of the seme period.
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In the excavations in the Agora or marketplace of ancient Athens
have been found a vast number of fragments of the»pottery containers
in which fluid goods were packaged for shipment. Many of the handle
fragments bear stamps of this general character [Slide 1: miscel. fxm
the Agora (made to show die variations)], which appear to have served
principally as endorsements of capacity. Most of the stamped handles
come from plain pointed amphoras 2 or 3 feet highg).l s;ow a group of

N
various types of such jars found in Rhodes in a deposit of the early
'2nd century B.C. [Slide 2: Villanova types.]

However, out of over 10,000 stamped handles catzlokued at the
Agora, a feQ, possibly as many as 70, are of a shape and size which
suggestgd they came from narrow-necked jugs or légynoi. And finally
this year it has been possible to put together complepe s tamped

Ao g SS 10250-60 ST
[8Hde 37 2 jugs and a stamp with the name Moschion .in

the genitivesl» The stamp illustrated comes from the jug to the left;

the other 1s marked with the same nsme, Moschion, though the stamps are
not identical. The two jugs come from a cistern of which the other

3 14.,\—4( At ,g.i \ ) y\" sk \ ‘1‘»‘&—&»%& ,(
contents:have been mssigned tentatively to the 3Ird or early 2nd

i (] s ¥ 2 )
centuries B.Cs I owe my first notice of these Jugs to Mr.Rozer Rdwards
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contempoTary Rhodian Jar.

b-03

at present a member of the American School of Classical Studies in Athens,

working at Corinth a,r;d the Agora. I gm—gre&t}y—eaigefmtt
for- sgnd.;,.ng_’l “photegeashs—onra Tush_order

Time doeé not nerm?'.t a discussion here of this fascinating shapé.
whieh-wasapostrophized by a Hellenistic poet, am# but is perhaps better

known as having been used-by Aesopl!s -crane to serve refreshments to a

clever friend. 0 L e C

BeAR—F0Xo.. I am concerned hene,\to note that ancient references

~

indicate definite, though varied, theoretical capacities for 1£g;9'noi:
and that where it has been possible to measure preserved vessels, one

finds a simplé capacity relationship between 1égynos and ampkora.

sz e

[Slide l: Larneka Dasos tomb.] Thus in this tomb-group of the early

during the war
2nd century B.C., openedxby nembers of the Cyprus Regiment imximxkime

sfvinkyx preparing a petrol dump, the 3 imported légynoi (all save the small

R
one to the left) heldkclosL to 1/12 of the capacity of the stamped
—\

gy )

]
Rhodian jar to the left. The small 1égynos, of rather crude fabric,
bears about the same relation to the imitation Rhodian jar to the right.

In,&tst—eentury B.C. group,a narrown®cked-6ypriote<jug held-f6-of- the
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Rhodian fractional containers were provided by amphoras of reduced

[\/\j./ D
31ze,/as 111ustraued Falldew5¢,-smxth from Aphendrika,- hnliﬂfrom~ﬁhmaq
unit—in—the Cyprus Museum.] by these three shown at the same scale;
representingrsixth, half and unit. All three are stamped, the sixth

\ I
simply with the head of Helios on wach handle, the half with regulation
full-sized :

stamps such as are used on fwkk amphoras. The neck and handles-of the
half-jar are matxrriuzedximxprsmariXonximximexkmdy nearly the size of

o
A" those on the unit,which gives quite different proportions to these .

two approximately contemporary Rhodian jars, both conventionally

stamped. Such further evidence as is available suggests this differcnce

[

N S [ L\..C() 6\,»\ ta ol ‘k:\ C.a *v\J\/(._.s_ \ § L’\
N e e l FAL sty g‘\' /f.;.'(‘ - ‘\4—{»\ i T— ql A Z\.rl (./(AM—J'U &

A\A.LA»«L/“"—&; ’D‘d',\ "
We know that lagynoi. as well as amphoras, carried wine. There ﬁy7m—“'

exists a series of much smeller stamped containers, sometimes made of
clay, designed to hold a drug called kaipn. and marked with this

word as well as with an endorsing name and sometimes a dating name .

e e T sl Rnirn LT (V‘WA e @A—pw}m- L\M\ L P)'
[siide 6: Moschi- and Nikias epi Pa-]. , Yote for scale that the lemser . i

Yo Comafplde !;,l-\‘ ‘N\‘M“J""L “‘l"“-" S
. of these two fragments is about an imch and a half high. On the smaller

Aeed
Lragment we may probably westore the same name, Moschion, as appeared on

M C.J‘. ~ -Qn.l-/(j-'\'\.uu -
the stamped 1agynoi from the Agora, written agaim with a=luasdeogiewe. . K\
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INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE ="+’
DELIVER TO LAST PERSON NAMED (
ol:-ssgr. NAME OPRLg::T. NAME oPRLxI;::T.
l& eI kol 1 VPR




No.ID &l§

HARTFORD

INTER-DEPARTMENT ENVELOPE
CURTIS 1000 INC,
ST. PAUL CLEVELAND
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