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RiiPRESBNTATIOHS

FF.AGTIQNAL C0NTAIiI3RS„ 28.1.56
NON-POTTERY CONTAINERS

Glass miniatura .jars

See M. Almagro, Las Necropolis de Ampurias. Barcelona, 1953,

p. 87, fig.61, nos. 26,27 alabastra with distinct handles late Sth-early 4th
2-handled

p. 165, fi[>134, nos.8,9 alabastra no/.6,/ aryballos, np.7 broad-shouldered jar
lateCth - early 5th

p.176, fig.148, no.l, alabastron, with a flat foot early 5th

p.179, fig.151 no.6, 2-haadled aryballos,no.7 broad-shouldered jar,nos.8-9 alabastra
early 5th

194

p.iSS, fig.165, no.3, broad-shouldered jar 1st third of 5th ?

p.242, fig,207, no.2, 2-handlad aryballos, no.3 broadshouldered 3iar,no.4 frg.alab.
1st third 5th ?

and sea color plates 5 and 14

The deposits are mostly dated by Attio pottery.

iThere I say "jar", the object has a foot. However, perhaps sometimes when

no foot appears, they thought of the small vessel as belonging to a jar type;

the extra handle w^oh a jar toe provides would not be needed on these small

things.
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V'Srldencethe orgmi nation of Hhodian econoinlc affairs at the period

of greatest Bhodian ooisiBtercial eninence is provided by pottery containers

of various evidently standard sizes datable in the late third end early

second centuries BO. Hhodian fractional stamped emphorai are kEovm»having

a Capacity respectively of a half and a sixth of the tinit amphora, ftaspntx

}ii* TJnstajaped plain lag:/noi foiind in a tomb in Cyprus held about a twelfth

the capacity of a Hhodian amphora found with them. Stamped plain lagynoi

I

(of larger capacity) now exist in restored esennles. ^ftfo from the Agora

were endorsed by apparently the same nan whose name appears on a now example

of the series of small containers marked with the none of the drug lyklon«

which have been found on various sites of the eastern Kediterranefn.area.

Manufacture in Cos is apparently indicated: the name. Hoachion, is knovm as

Coan! end a sscond century BC inscription bears witness to a medical tax in

Cosi the collection of which may have been arranged by requiring the use of

speoiel drag oontainors.. fhe presence of a Hhodian rose as device in the

lykioB stamp of Mosehton should be compared with the occurrence of the same

—>^l^ractlonnl Stmnped Conteiners

dertce on certain Knidlan amphora stamps whloh also belong to this period of
'

j. r-A. »MMliaa ooatrel of «ie gsnswd area.

'Z.O\
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Part of ths information presented in this paper is included in brief

in an article to appear in the forthcowing Shear Memorial volume of

Hesoeria, Supplement VIII. Farther public"tiou in the same journal

is planned.

-2L .^Z-
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Jtine lU, 19^8

Dear Petei

Here i« an abstract of my paper* as refftsGted by you over the
telephone* It was read on December 31f 19^7t at the very end of the
meetings. Please don't alter the text# especially if It isn't clear:
in that case* drop it, unless there is time for me to clarWir.

I t.ake the oomsion to acknowledge your note of March 23. I hope
to get over to see you before too long.

May I ask in the meanwhile whether there is any possibility of
further copies lying about soaewhere of ay short article ""^^orly Thasian
Stamped Am^thoras," which appeared in the Bea;;ley number (second part.
Volume L, no.l)? My hope is based on the feet that Pan! Clenent
uroducsd a couple of extra copies of ny article that cmne out in
Hesoeria IV, 1935# which Boomed to have been lying about in the store
room. I suppose thio comes about if one shares a form with somebody who
has orj(dered more copies. At any xs-te, let me know if there is a possibility;
I am all out of this pieoe.

DBBhornnson leaves tonight for Tor*nto on her way to take a plane for
Ureece. On 5W.day I saw off Josephine Shaar, Margaret Tliompson, "^nest
de Vald and others on the Khedive Ismail. The berths "ere all covered
with flgmrjoi brocaded brightly colored silken coverlets, "Just like in
n harem, •• as a Syrian lady remariced.

Tours,

•''ti
* .'V,
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datable in the 3rd or early 2nd century BC/

. . , \ (5P .
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mCTIONAL STAMPED CONTAINERS r»^-

Abstract of

^*aper read Deoeniber 31, 19^7t atV New Haven. . , /

In the excavations in the Agora or marketplace of Ancient Athens - "

,' y

have "been found a vast number of fragnents of the pottery containers

in which fluid gooda were packaged for shipment. Many of the handle fragments

bear stands which appear to have served principally as endorsements of

^ /undecoratediJ
capacity. Most of the stamped handles cone from ^^aAs/pointed amnhoras

but a small percentage \
stxitisnxAgnza

two or three feet hl^; tjgtxaxfeiix^pBngitayx^fecgntggfxiaiigftjl^ are of a shape

the"H!BRBter plain
and size which suggested they came fromAnarrow-necked jugs or lagynoi. Xx

k»kj&cAiawnKXM«KaXKxtgxpi±x±asgfe«a5cgBmraftKl»xBtaayntxtagyMitx Stamped fragnents

and complete unstamped examples had been known; in I9U7 it wnp pomribTc

to_piit-tegether complete stamped lagyno^ from fragments found in a deposit

Ancient references indicate definite, thou^ varied, theoretical

capacities for lagynoi; and where it has been possible to measure preserved

vessels, a simple capacity relationship has been found between lagynos and

contemporary amphora, as for instance 1:12 in lagynoi and amphorai found

together in a tomb in Cypros.
A '•

• • \
<j^fractional amphorai of which hold

Rhodian,»^containers are known iy>^two reduced sizes, respectively a half

and a ^Isized Jar. The neck and handles of the half-jar



seem to have been regularly
we® almost as large as those of the unit-jar;

1
/

"• v.- "''"f
iMiiyxigytHiHTwfgXBxiptttgyAtffinEWita: this results in contes^orary Bhodian

having, according to their sise.
Jars with quite different proportions of neck to body.

There- exists a series of stamped containers much smaller than lagyndi.

presvimabl ly
sometimes made^of clay, sometimes of lead, desigaad to hold a drug called

lykion, eh4 marked with this word as well as with an endorsing name end sometimes

(Moschion)
a dating name. We find the name of apparently the same individual endorsing

small container and lagynoi: aiTproximate date, type of clay, type of lettering

correspond in the two kinds of containers. Such a prodedure is to be

compared with that in potteries in the Black Sea sjrea, where bricks or tiles

clearly were marked by the same authority as amphorail. in that case we find

not merely the same name but identical stamps. , These are all products whose

standard character needs to be mintained. '

It was suggested that the place of manufacture of the drug containers

and theb/ Agora stamped lagynoi was Cos, vdiich was famous for its doctoBs

as well as for its wine, and where in the seconfl century BO there was a medical

tax (knovm. from an inscription) the collection of which may have been arranged

by requiring the use of special drug containers. The name Moschion aupears

on Coan coins of the same period.



•

k

^y '•- • —^•vi.

/0-C-^ -^«'\_*«.^v 6~\^^ A^\.yuJ(^
^stS-e^ oO-*r«iiv^ l2i

/3-^-'̂ -^ |̂p»y £yt> iA '̂% (AL^^ '̂ •-X5y-A-A^ JLr--

\A^ 3- ^

If; X'. ^'"j

.' zA'/K'''*/^' "M. '-rtp.Ti'

V\.<S^t.uXe4



• (^'01.

In the excavations in the Agora or marketplace of ancient Athens

have heen fonnd a vast number of fragments of the pottery containers

in which fluid goods were packaged for shipment. Ma.ny of the handle

^ fragments bear stamps of this general character [Slide 1: miscel. frm

\

the Agora (ma,de to show die variations)], which aopear to have served

principally as endorsements of capacity. Most of the stamped handles

)
u'

come from plain pointed amphoras 2 or 3 f®et high; ,I show a group of

A
various types of such jars found in Rhodes in a deposit of the early

•2nd century B.C. [Slide 2; Villanova types.] i

Ho'vever, out of over 10,000 stamped handles catalogued at the

Agora, a few, possibly as many as 70t are of a shape and size which

s^ggssted they came from narrow-necked jugs or l^gynoi. And finally

this year it has been possible to put together complete stamped

SS IGRgq-I^O
oxamplfia rSlide y. 2~jugs and a stamp with the name Moschion .in

the_g&ai-tlve."]-* The stamp illustrated comes from the jug to the left,

the other is marked with the seme name, Moschion, though the stamps are

not identical. The tv^o jugs come from a cistern of which the other

j V""' ^-vA*—»U*,J
contents^ave been ^^ssigned tentatively to the 3rd or early 2nd

centuries B.C. I owe my first notice of these jugs to Mr.Roger Mwards
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at present a mem'ber of the Aitierican School of Classical Studies in Athens,

working at Corinth and the Agora. I 11

for sanding •ph.n,t.agrt>|>lis-on a rusb-Qjagaau-

Time does not permit a discussion here of this fascinating shape,

jsfrophized-hyua. Hellenistic poet, ami hut is perhaps better

known as-having*heen uaed~by„Aesop's crane to serve refreshments to a

clever friend. e
moon f(wc». I am concerned liece^to note that ancient references

indicate definite, though varied, theoretical capacities for l^gynoi;
"f

and that where it has been possible to measure preserved vessels, one . .
..'i

finds a simple capacity relationship between lagynos and amphora.

=4—^I,arnaka"Da8o'8 torab.] Thus in this tomb-group of the early

during the war2nd century B.C., opened^y manbers of the Cyprus Regiment isxickxyftxyus

sfxiatyx; preparing a petrol dmp, the 3 imported l^smoi (all save the small

one to the left) held^close to l/l2 of the capacity of the stamped

/Rhodian jar to the left. The small lagynos, of rather crude fabric,

bears about the same relation to the imitation Rhodian jar to the ri^t.

Ih>:ar-lst'--e«rttriy B.Ĉ " "^up,,,.:^ aarrown^ck.ad^^.Cyprip^t-e--4ag..hBl^-lf#^ the

"~"caat«^5fary-4{So3isa: jar.
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Ehodian fractional containers were prosrided by amphoras of reduced
0

sizeYas illustrated fS4-ide-5*:—sixth—froa'Aphendrika, hal#-froni—Haraar,

uni-t-4rn-the Gyorus Museum.-]- by these three shown at the same scale.

c--- - •

representing ^sixth, half and^unit. All three are stamped, the sixth

simply with the head of Helios on wach handle, the half with regulation

full-si zed
stamps such as are used on foik amphoras. neck and handles of the

J%-

half-jar are JiatxxKdHEsdtxrnixisEHHaxiiQaixtiaxJ^sxhady nearly the size of

those on the unit,which gives quite different proportions to these ,

tv;o approximately contemporaiy Hhodian jars, both conventionally

stamped. Such ftirther evidence as is available suggests this difference

was the rule. T<— Pj L-v.
^ ^ ^ ^ 1' ' .. ^ ^ ' r ^
We know that lagynoi, as well as amphoras, canned wine. There 0 '

exists a series of much smaller stamped containers, sometimes made of

clay, designed to hold a drug called iykion, and marked with.this

word as well as with an endorsing name and sometimes a dating name.

V*J

"CCu-'V ^iv«wvi W . C, .

[slide 6: Moschi- and ITikias epi Pa-]. Note for scale that the liMsc^r

^ of these two fgagaante' is. about an i!nch and a half high. On the smaller

•^j's^iinju 1 we may probably ~restore the same name, Moschion, as appeared on

,, I />•* •*. 4 I^the st8.mped lagynoi from the Agora, written agai» with
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