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A NEW TYPE OF EARLY CHRISTIAN AMPULLA®

(PLATES 36-7)

A TyPE of small pottery flask which

Early Christian period appears regularly on sites of sixth-

has so far received little attention from students of the

to seventh-century date throughout

the eastern Mediterranean. It is fusiform in shape, with a short tubular mouth marked off from
the body by a slight ridge, and tapers at the bottom to a roughly truncated point (FIG. 1). In
view of its general similarity in shape to the common fusiform unguentarium of Hellenistic times

I have suggested elsewhere the name Late
complete speciments may be estimated at ¢. 1

Roman Unguentarium for the type.> The height of
8-21 cm.; occasionally one meets larger examples

(with small flat bases). Such a flask was obviously not meant to be stood up on its base, but is of
a convenient shape and size to be clasped in the hand. One may assume that it was provided
with a stopper to keep in the contents (presumably of some perishable material, since no ex-
amples survive) ; the ridge below the mouth may have served to secure this.

The ware of these flasks is very distinctive, permitting the easy identification even of small
fragments. They are wheel-made, rather thick and sturdy, and have generally been very roughly
removed from the wheel at the base. The insides of fragmentary specimens display a series of

prominent wheel-marks and ridges; on the o

utside, in contrast, the surface is generally well

smoothed, though finger-marks and slight smears of clay are often to be seen, especially on the
lower parts. The body-clay is extremely fine-grained and breaks very cleanly, the only visible
impurities being occasional small lumps of lime. A hard firing is normal, giving the vessels a
resonant character. The colour of the clay is very variable, depending on the firing ; pinkish- or

maroon-red, brown, purplish, and steel-grey shades are all common, and a grey core is often
found together with a reddish surface, or vice versa. A thin wash of similar clay, normally
slightly darker in colour, is applied to the upper part of the exterior and over the rim; this tends
to trickle down on to the lower part. On vessels fired grey this wash is often scarcely visible.
Many pieces—though probably not the majority—bear a small circular or rectangular
stamp just above the base (PLATE 364). Some of the major varieties are shown on FIG. 2. Most are
in the form of a monogram of clearly Early Christian type; various examples of these (from
the Athenian Agora excavations) are shown on PLATE 36b. A considerable number of different
monograms, whether built round a single letter or in the form of a cross, are employed; the
names which they represent are, as in the case of other monograms of these types, generally far
from clear. A few stamps of other kinds are also present; these include a number of animal
motifs and a small cross with dots between the arms.? Of particular interest is a circular stamp
which combines an odd assortment of animals (scorpion, pelican-like bird, fox, and crocodile)
with an incomprehensible inscription, no doubt some magical formula (PLATE 374).* It appears

 The block from which PLATE 36a is reproduced was
kindly made available to me by Dumbarton Oaks; the
original photograph is the work of Mrs. Elizabeth Harrison.
I thank both for allowing me to reproduce it here. The
photographs pLATE 36b were kindly provided by Miss
M. A. Frantz, and are here published by permission of the
Agora Excavations, Athens. Other acknowledgements
appear in the text below.

2 See Dumbarton Oaks Papers xxii (1968) 212, 214. The
name may serve as a convenient designation until such

A\
/

time as the true source and function of the flasks are re-
vealed.

3 Of the 42 catalogued stamped examples from the
recent Sarachane (St. Polyeuktos) excavations in Istanbul,
32 have monograms built round a single letter, 5 have cruci-
form monograms, and 5 are of various other types (see n. 4
below). These figures appear to be fairly representative of
the stamped series as a whole.

+ Examples from Kythera (1965 excavations, under Prof.
G. Huxley; cat. no. x 12 in current publication) and
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to have been impressed from a signet-

type can be cited.s Its presence her

ring of the Gnostic series, though no close parallels for the
remarkable.

. 9 . . . t
€ among a series of normal Christian motifs is somewha

: . y the bishop here named cannot be identiﬁefi
satisfactorily with any of the many men of that name recorded in literary and other sources, if
we bear in mind the date and probable source of the flask (for which see below). Yet the mere

7

&

-

&

Fic. 1. ATHENS, Acora
SS 4632. Scale 1:3

Saraghane excavations,

inscription is in Greek
bable reading (beginni

Istanbul (cat. no. RP. 75). The
characters and retrograde; the pro-
ng at top right, above bird) is
TA<DO/\VKOC/_\IN(.ONZBVCKETONTH\_/HHOZHPO
The Kythera example is illustrate
provided by Mr. J. N. Coldstream,
to reproduce it here

8 The bibliography on Menas flasks is considerable, See
especially E. Michon, in Meélanges G.-B. D, Ross; (MEFR
Suppl., 18g2) 183 ff.; A. De Waal, R

(1896) 244~7; O. M. Dalton,

mische Quartalschyify x
(1901) 860-96 BMC Early Cpy; A
) ; 154~7, nos. 86096, p] ii: T, ) : .
d; photograph kindly Kunst (Cat, 2én. Musés g, CIjzire, Wian trzygowski, Koptische

stian Antiquities
who has permitted me

> 1904) 2236, pl. xxi,

nMoigffxfgzﬁ% ? WU, dltehristiioh, Bildzjz’r/ce %Kéxfiglichc

u Ber .

5 For a comparable combination of wild beasts and sym- Ausgrabung der ;’tr}’enizgs)/(z)fi;i 2!173;73 ’CC: - Kaufmann, .Dl?

bo]s_, see A._ A. Barb, Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld idem, Dy, Menasstqqy (Lg ner (Cairo, 1906-8) passim;

.Imtztutesxxvu(1964) 10-17, pl. 2a-b (on an Egyptian amulet konographie gy, M, €Ipzig, 1910) bassim; idem, Zur
in the British Museum, probably of sixth-cenmry date). S enasa

This was kindly brought ¢ i

;n‘lzz.dlm (Cairo, 1910); Dictionnaire
. " e € Llurgie xi, 1, 380— , figs. 7-83,
7983,‘ Fruhchrmlzc/ze Kunst aus Rom (%/iuas Higi;eiggssen,

Dr. Barb, wit}
whom T discussed the sta s
¢ PAE 1960, pls. 227, o

28a. Photograph kind] i
by G. Kons(antinopoulos. ’ 7 provided

For of » N0S. 19190
k : eclerc ff\* Classes of ampullae of similar date, see H-
} 17 Retrograde, in three lines, with sma) crosses above and 1722 3_q’ﬁ Mpoules’, in Dict. 4 arch. chrét. et de lit. i. 2 (1907)
helow, 99 Dassim, with pipp i ~73
. .Bagatti, ‘Le ampolle- ot e, onl eol. 1745

ricordo fittili di Palestina (ca- V
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i ecious contents, while
dv fabric no doubt facilitated the safe transport of their pr
heir stur abr - . 1 #i5e, . ]
'tI1‘1eir shape Zmd size were conyemient fOI‘. 111;141‘1’;(1;01(1 The monogram-stamps which character
1 te of the series 1s fairly good. . late of the period ¢. A.D. 450—
The evidence for the da ts, coins, and silver pla f o
oy nt on monuments, > : re closely. A cache of som
ize it are of the forms curre C o define the datiog mo et o
s -dence permlts us . 'd- . th-Century COnteXt, while
650. Archaeological evi : Athenian Agora in a mid-six . o rae
founel 11 TUE atiaenian i Iso contained a number of amp
twenty examples was A des the Severianos piece also ¢ les have come
hodes which includes the dated ¢. 450-550.1° No example
group from R bric of hich may be da ) te,of e wiows of
i oL& type W ne 1n a series ot large g
of: misaczans biowILiEhie : in particular, there are no on the
ion i lier contexts; In p - hat they can hardly have come
to my attention in ear X sihich Andicsess e y : o
. Athenian Agora, f the Athens pieces note
¢. A.D. 465-80 in the fth century. Most o Do e
d of the fit is is also true of the Rhodes group
market before the very en 66): T cannot say whether this is a . 1
. - rly sixth- to early
Further o StangS - 11)LsA ;rvEeri fc))l,md in the Athenian Agora in levels of early
Further isolated example

Sevent}l C¢

tly
ili ram stamps. I have recer
f the five bases preserved bear the fax.mha;~ ?onoegr e 5_650_;_, S
s théee (zlut . it from Istanbul, containing materlallo tbgulz S e R s
' o ; here only a - . :
pubhshe il f re present; ne P
e po A i have produced a fai
numerous fragments o - Cyeennica (1065-5) . number o
HOmS B Sucta I o he Arab invasion of 642/3 an
stamps.’> The excavatic o ssemnd e e hal”
. sty i Finds from the upper levels o
et e h ieces is stamped. Finds s
lor e 1628 Only ome L 1SP P 22 No examples of later date than
century prior to 1t. itat4 follow a similar pattern. No sy
- : : Tolmestail 6’ o i hole may be dated ¢. A.D. 5 5
neighbouring site of i then, the series as a w : .
: — : or less exclusively to the
can be cited. On the prese 2 ovnmples belong more the six
e longer used ; however, the abse _
650. It would appear t bt SEaapsvEre e 6% : e, the absenc o
by fhieiscuent SERATY i The Severianos flask, with its exp
century, and that In hat a vessel is late. e A0S . on T
i} S of the series, w
a stamp does not in lts?gupply may well belong to the Ver)i bigmn;nind ks A
head o ’ <NOW . .
glcitlon e t%tl'%s;lﬁ.gvelty arid had 20 yet become comm’l?}rllezr indicate a very wide circulation,
b s hown on FIG. 3. : i e
fithe flas e arn ears in quantity at such widely
-UHG SOy, fncspais @ Mediterranean. The type app . L e (son
: e e he cities of Cyrenaica, and Syracu
covering the whole o finople; ghesos, the ¢ 1 Syracuse (s
: sy ORI current elsewhere within
scattered points as At s Todc that thep e e same
. e o ited from many of the major si
list below). From this o . i be cite o sies
: h specific examp they were produced 1
: regIO_n,d«?Vﬁn tht?li% thIZy have not been looked for! Clearly v P
this merely indicates .
i rce may be assumed on :
enormous numbers. oduced is not so clear, though a smgle §c~>u e w};res el
Ll e he fabric. Among Eastern I\/Iedltelt}rafl\n > -
basis of the pnformity of the T/\ 3 Is 4:0~—I. For the dating of the type, see forthc?mmcgl'
;\;-t?cqg’gy .Professor A. C. Thomas, D. P. S. Peacock, an
mlzs%it nos. C-56-1 to C-56-6, from a cistern-deposit,
faited wi in of A.p. 575/6.
aslsf%zgi’dxgilit}(llzgg)lr;m, 214, fig. 19 (here reproduced ag
A 6. 1 —3. For location, see
/ tions, from levels 2—3. For on,
l;gz?f;i?aﬁx:i‘éaf? rlHayes, Excavatz'om: at Tocra 1963—19(’)};z
‘JI.—/ze Archaic Deposits i, 67, figs. 3-6. Thirty-three fragments;;
is stamped.
OrﬂyF(‘)iI::islspslilcigally from the late Professor R. G. Good-

child’s excavations, noted in the Department of Antiqui-
ties’ stores, Tolmeita (seen in 1964).

ix; ‘Ampolla’, in
secolo)’, Faenza xliv. 6 (19;)8) 123—5:) p—léllz\’,itl;AreI;S. peids
Enciclopedia dell’arte antica i (1958) 327 A L 1056) 1618,
Bull. Amer. Sch. Oriental Research cb‘o?m ( p1 B e 11
ﬁgs. 12, 13; A. A. Kalantarian, ‘L ampou-e6 ey
Sair.lt A;ldré de Dvine’, Sov. arch. 1968, I:2£4b e
Their counterparts in silver are St'UdleP riSy 19;8),
Ampoules de Terre Sainte (Monza—Bobbio) (Paris, 195

ial:

9 Athenian Agora, Deposit O 13;4. Sgntz‘tré?élfi:rh-
two coins of Theodoric (493-526) and pottery

t S: . . Rads

Ce’r‘}u'}‘r;]pcy geiv in the British series (folllov(\intngEC. 7{\L I:gd; a .

i es presented to E. 1. &%
icl)jgr;cigangc'-gi)gsgé;lgw éf S It-lIleS“ lliobinson, Athenian Agora v,
3 o >

e
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s closest
; its parallels
; ;sif‘:/ ;(si lgrz:)ly s ‘Ware X from Ne:sisn;ggg(
m earlj b i
atacan fabrics, which i stated by Baly to be common on & nu{nber'o

alestiniap g
1t .

or of simi

! S em tCr>n ::lc?;s?ppearance: though undecorated, also occur at
ltute one of the local fabrics. A source in €ith

) : ]
the finds from certain Palestinian sites. Particular’y

es. Pieces
where they g

i 2
€810ns is therefope a st

er of these

rong possibility, 17

N = ‘*\.\

Auja Hafir, Negev), s a late painted ware, apPare2’)

€
ers f 1G. 3. Dy i de
a, 0 STR ‘
Wolllli;g he latlt‘ Clthey Jord Ource i Palec: TUTION Map Al At et mﬂol)’
hal‘dl €r 15 the an wy i CStine, jt woul . he ﬂasks' he I’I i
5 € suj ore Jike] OT sanctifieq o; uld seem likely that th® =*  in t whl"l
18 be Baly, in ed 1o : > 1N yie ¢ oil from one of the great shr:ﬂe flasks 1t pe
16 > Loy arry; € so 1 g U
SXeayg LY she “ons ap pvye V8 Of yat mewhat porous nature ' . it e
¢ Aantorh Mg 21 (Londop, € over long distances; hoWe " N s
Si‘nilar?t ' con B4, MO0 e o giscussiot g (2) "y 5
Of (y CRtupeg + Mpor, * Tushjy ¢ stnce (1) flasks of the type upder pus, 32 081 utf
CJ[?ri?;pz:t maxifl;he S0-c. Hedwal'e h gham’ the y?t S;Ppeared in any quantity mn ; K?haz,@, crﬂiCh pe
oman p 4 Sy Wactur v Late QOml exhibyy ﬁ il:lm-shrines from which they mlgnc e i
Oltery 7Iare (for i ich o aQ DWare S. Map acking there, The claims of Palest! Ip in iﬂgfs
-8 exSc Slon g, Teceny) > Probaty) Sul‘g“aﬂtiatcd. il he Caﬂmoﬂgp
clug, St ' are“amed it The scanty literary evidence 15.{32m 4 of d}f. B Gu o
Tom ‘iZIQS’ Late uslrgng the various sources of holy OIfesS of 1\.4' s 50
“ration o I‘;OY it at this period. I thank PY%1 % 1it€

rofessor J. Crehan for help wi
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admitted that no traces of oil (in the form of dried-up residues) have been noticed to date on the

insides of the vessels themselves. In view of the u

biquity of these vessels, it is unlikely that they

were used for exclusively liturgical purposes (such as baptisms and the oFdination of the'clergy).
In all probability they served a double purpose, both in the church and in the home, being kept

by the faithful for use whenever 1t was deemed appropriatf:.m To what extent the Church
participated in their distribution and sale is a matter for_conjecture, jchough one suspects that
a profitable sideline such as this would not be left entirely to outsiders. Be this as it may,
these flasks—which appear to greatly outnumber the better-known Menas ﬂa_sks—served an
important role in the Byzantine world of the sixth and seventh centuries. Their disappearance at
some time around A.D. 650 is presumably one of the consequences of the Arab conquest of
Palestine and the changes in the pattern of trade which resulted from it.

LisT oF EXAMPLES

TUNISIA, LIBYA

Carthage. Musée Lavigerie: base with three small cross
stamps (as FIG. 2, bottom right).

Sabratha. Museum: one example (under no. 2 57).

Tocra (Cyrenaica). 1959 excavations (in old museum):
2 frs., including one with three small cross stamps (as above).

EGYPT

1963/5 excavations: ¢. 40 frs., including two stamps.
Tolmeita (Cyrenaica). Villa of Four Seasons: base with
monogram stamp.

R. G. Goodchild’s excavations (1960-3): 13 examples, all
plain.

Alexandria region. Benachi Coll.: one near-complete example with monogram stamp.

PALESTINE

Bethany. 1949-53 excavations, B 2662 and .B 3095 = S. J.
Saller, Studii Biblici Franciscani Liber Annius iii (1952-3) 27-9,
fig. 13; idem, Excavations at Bethany 194953 (Jerusalem,
1957) 224, pl. 110d. Monogram and animal stamps.

TURKEY

Tarsus. F. F. Jones, in Tarsus i. 296, fig. 177, no. 1051 (cat.
no. 37-694; monogram stamp).

Alahan (Cilicia). A plain base and some frs. from recent
excavations (by M. R. E. Gough). )
Xanthos. Letodn, recent excavations (by R. M. Harrison):
one flat base without stamp.

Main site (in depot): one unstamped base. ]
Aphrodisias. Various examples from recent excavations.
Ephesos. Museum: many examples (no stamped pieces
noted).

GREECE

Athens. Byzantine Museum: one example.

Agora excavations: 34 catalogued stamped examples (all
monogram type) and various frs. Two are published by V.
Grace, Hesperia iii (1934) 295, nos. 289-90. See PLATE 360.
Corinth. C-56-1 to C-56-6 (see text above, with n. 11), and
various frs.

19 For instance, various texts indicate that sacred oil was
used for medicinal purposes on account of its alleged heal-
ing properties. For a discussion of the functions of ampullae

Dhiban (Jordan). 1952 excavations, no. DO 417 (now in
Amman Museum). Stamped base. See report by A. D.
Tushingham (to be published shortly).

Sardes. Examples from recent excavations.

Constantinople. Great Palace: R. B. K. Stevenson, in Great
Palace of the Byzantine Emperors i. 32 (‘a pointed jar-base that
was stamped with a monogram in relief, probably of the
sixth century.’)

Sarachane: DOP xxii (1968) 212, 214, nos. 103-5, fig. 19.
Several hundred additional frs. from various parts of the site.
Forty-two stamped pieces catalogued (mostly with mono-
gram stamps) ; for examples see PLATE 36a.

Kalenderhane Camii: examples from recent excavations.

Argos. 1953 excavations: one near-complete example (not
stamped).

Kythera. Recent excavations: one base with ‘Gnostic’ stamp;
see PLATE 374.

Rhodes. PAE 1960, 280, pls. 227, 228a. Some 20 examples,
including Severianos stamp (PLATE 87b), from a single
group. Also one unstamped example in Museum.

in general (and the silver ones in particular), see A. Grabar,
Ampoules de Terre Sainte 63—7.




B.S.A. 66
PLATE 36

248 J. W. HAYES
rehéo

goouvertes " g
SICILY AND THE wggT 4G A d’AgnCl:l f?:fl 1. Simplific
Syracuse, NSc. 191 2 201-2, fig, 15, republished in B, Pace, Mz{rseillf{- M. Clz?er ‘(:l\zgrseillc, 1904) 82, Pl
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The mouth is pinched a little to make a spout. I

have not seen any with actual words in the stamp except yours.
Yours very sincerely,

You know these little flasks are nothing like lekythol, but are rather unguentaria (as Robinson calls them).

They have no handles and hardly any swelling for a body.

g by Stoa of Attalos, Athens
K 0P Fabr March 3, 1961

Dear Mr., Konstantinopoulos,

Thank you very much for your nice letter of February 28, and for
all your kinduness to my friends.

We do have quite & few hendles with stamps neming an eponym
APXOKPATHZ, but none of them seem to be later than about the first
quarter of the 2nd century B.C. I am sorry that I have no knowledge
of en APXOKPATHZ of the lst century. I have not got down hers the
epigrephical pubiications in which to look for one. [Frobably you have
already looked in them. The best authority I know on Rhodien Hellenistie
history is Peter Fraser (All Souls College, Oxford).

On the stamped small flasks of the late Roman periocd, as on pP«295

of Hesperia III:
He Goldman and others, Excavations at G8z1d Kule, Tarsus, Vol.I,

figa177, 10,1051 (drawing of stamp only); see also p, 296, wheretthe
object is mistakenly celled an "emphora" but reference is made to Hesp.
I1I, pe295, 80 they mean the same kind of thing. Two other references
(not recent) are given there.

A, and A.-¥, Bon, Les Timbres Amphoriques de Thasos, p.512, Nno.2255,

a stamped fragment found in Thesos.

He Se Robinson, The Athenian Agora, V, Pottery of the Romen Period,

Princeton, 1959, p«118 and pl.34&, no. M 369. This is en unstamégd one
of the late 6th century, which Robinson thinkstelongé to the same series
i 1 stamped
thpugh it is rather larger (height 0.26, wherees the complete\ohe at the
/
Agora - S5 4629 - is slightly less themn 0.20).
Three stamped fragments of these flasks were found by Mr. Pallas when

excavating in Corinth #m 1955 or 1956, They are C 86-2, C 56-3, C 56-4,

1 believe they had good context. I should be glad'to know if he has publisk-’



~

inguentarium
for restora-

Late Roman u

—

amped tip

s
o
o
<H
G

O

o
(0]
o

L

4629,
with st

~ SS
S
S
s
sS
ss

SS

SS

S8

March, 1956 i 3
Late Roman Stamped Unguentaria
List of catalogued examples
See Hesperia III, p. 295. — AR A
Also H.S.R. Seven centuries of Roman Pottery manuscript:
Om.P 9648)an unstamped example from & well (his group M),
layer XII[ late sixth, and his note on M 369
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Late Roman Stamped Unguentaria
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LATE ROMAN UNGUENTARA




